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ADVERTISEMENT; 
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/2!^  an  account  of  the  Original  of  the  fol-* 
lowing  trari/lationj  amrngfi  other  things 
it  isjmd — That  the  Hijioria  del  Fray  Ge^ 
rundiOf  publifhed  (the  firfi  volume)  in 
Madrid  in  1758,  was  written  [under 
the  name  of  Francis  Lob6n  de  Salazar, 
miniiler  of  the  parilh  of  St.  Peter  in 
Villagarcia,  &c.]  by  the  Father  Jofeph 
FranciB.|^2^  Jefuit,  with  the laticUble 
view  to  correal:  the  abufesof  th€  Spaniih 
pulpit  by  turning  the  bad  preachers 
into. ridicule — That  his  book  was  de- 
corated with  the  approbations  of  feveral 
of   the  moft  learned   and  refpedtable 
people  in  Spain  to  whom  he  had  com- 
municated it  in  manufcript — That  the 
loquiiitors  themfelves  encouraged  him 
to  the  publication,  and  bore  teftimony 
in  writing  to  the  laudablenefs  of  the 
work,  which   they  were   of  opinion- 
would  in  a  great  meafure  bring  about 
the  wiflied-for  rcforn\ation — ^Jhat  one 
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of  the  revifbri  for  the  In^uifition  fay»i 
**']r  is  one  of  thofe  lucky  expedienct 
that  ihdignatibn  'and  hard  neceffity 
QkgQA  when  Oie  beft  means 'ftd^e 
proved  inefFeduaV  and  j  **  nor  are  wft 
to  £nd  HmU  if  the  dofe  of  dauftk  aisiA 
ctirrofive  fahs  isibihewbat  too  ftrdng, 
as  Cancers  axe  not  to  -be  cared  Mrldi 
Jlofe>\tfater.''  -^  That  notwithfiandlnr 
the  approbatioQ  of  the  inqiufitioh  and 
df  ^ibVeral  bf  themoft  learned  amongtt 
t^  3jpAi£&  clergy»  fome  Orders^  ei^-* 
'cmHy  the  Dominican  and  Mcndieam, 
TOi^-np  agaicft  this  hook  as  fix>n  as  ii 
Was  printbd,  reprefenting  to  the  king 
that  the  reaped):  dbe  io  the  minlfteirS'ol 
th^  d^oij[)d  would  he  too  nxoxSit  &iidti* 
diihed  by  fuch  a  jpieee  of  inetdlefrcii* 
tidfm,  and  all  feHgious  Orders  render- 
ed ridictilous  in  the  eyes  of  the  ytljgxt  ^ 
the  omfequence  of  which  would  be  a 
relaxation,  if  not  a  fubverfion  of  the 
IrefigioA  of  the  country — i>That  this  and 
other  iiich  arguments  urged  by  the 
Frisus  with  th^  greateft  irdiemenoey 

and 


Wklffpfti  pbligod:  tlm^  CP<9»€il  of  GaftU^ 

^.iMse  (he  book  isita  tlieir  moft  Xenoo^ 

CQiaidemUop,  <wbidb  produoed  a.£ti|H 

ftjcefiltfi-^  k,  rAtlMT  for  tl)iC:^^ol 

lisficd  ttian  from  aayi  other.  niotti»r^ 

Ttet  lh»  HthBf  UUt  Jmd  a  focood  vo- 

itwisieiifa4y*  bntttat  the.|ffohibiti<m<tf 

«]ie  fi^.pat  a  ilop  to  the  pojUkatios 

§^  the  ftcQttd---Thtt  t)ift.f ^ho:  bad 

J|*«(fc»ttJd  bis  only  qq^jioi,i!l^^.&m4 

j^uum,  partly .  written  bfi  4  .C9r^«^ 

MB«au«iifis»  uad  panly  with  hi^  <^wa 

.liapd^  to  the  Ocndemftn  who  giyes  this 

dfiq^fmnt,  and  who  was  pl^a&'d  very 

i9l|dk;ioglf  to  lend  i^  to  ffaeti^anibitor — 

.  {ly^  astolangua^  and  Hy le,,  this  Gen- 

.^$i)|iatt  \$  of  opinion,  few  nations  h^ye 

aiiy  tbif^  finer  than  Friar  Gerund,  a^nd 

,  Ibe  .prefent  age  has  pot  produ^  jai 

:jcg^^>rc  hoxpcmrous  performaocerr^Tbat 

be  thinks  the  Spaniards  quite  right  who 

;  p9t  it  vpon  a  par  in  msny  refpe£bs  with 

the  celebrated  wqrkof  Cervantes—JThac 

die  manners  of  the  Spaniih  Friars  and 

^  Spaniih  vulgar  are  defcribed  in  it 
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to  admiration— That  in  one  refpeft, 
however  the  modern  Cervantes  is  infe- 
nor  to  the  old,  viz.  in  his  having  ftuff* 
ed  fome  of  his  chapters,  unfeaCbnably 
interrupting  the  Hory,  with  too  much 
declamation  againft  a  Portuguefe  book 
not  worth  a  long  confutation,  and  with 
f«»ne  epifodical  criticifms  on  foreign 
learning,  in  which  he  talks  with  too 
much  peremptorinefs  of  what  he  wa^ 
but  ind^eremly  qualified  to  talk  of. 

jl/r.  Barmfs  Propofal  for  puhlijhing  by  Subfcriptfon 
a  compute  Edition  im,Spamfi  of  ibt  Hiftoria  del 
Fray  Gerundio,  &c. 

,  To  obviate  this/ok  objeSHorij  the  cenfurabk 
paJJhgeT,  mentioned  in  the  lajl  of  the  above  ex^ 
traSts^  are  omitted  in  the  tranjlation  \  in  wbicb 
jfome  of  the  didaSlic  parts  likemfe  are  curtailed^ 
as 9  however  proper  and  necejjary  they  might  be 
to  tbejincere  dcfign  of  doing  good  *whicbfeems 
to  have  animated  the  Author,  it  was  appre- 
hended that^  if  they  were  given  in  their  full 
extent^  they  might  have  appeared  to  the  Eng- 
lijh  reader  to  be  rather  a  clog  upon  the  work. 
But  nothing  is  omitt-cd  which  conveys  any 
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firfAe  ofcbaroBert  or  in  nvhicb  the  hijlory  is 
at  aU  concerned.  T!he  reader  who  confuhs 
Miufnnent  merely y  may  perhaps  think  that  the 
tranfii^r  has  been  toofcrupuhus  in  the  exer-^ 
(^/^  ^f  this  •  liberty  J  njohicl>  he  ihw^t  bimjelf 

uftified,  in  taking  :  And  whether  the  book  is  to 
be  read  in  this  country  to  any  other  purpofe 
than  that  of  mere  amufement  be  dm  net  fre^ 
fume  to  judge:  But  not  to  have  taken  fomeno-^ 

tice  offucb  pajjages  would  have  hem  highly  in^ 
jurious  to  the  Authors  cbaraBer  in^  point  of 

Humanity  I  as  in  tbatxafey  the  poor  creatures 

who  are  the  objeSls  of  his  fat  ire  bad  to  appear^ 
-  ance  been  left  by  him  without  infiruElions  for 

reforming  the  abufes  by  which  it  was  excited. 
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?•  16,  U  5,  after  tiord  in^rt  that. .  P.  30,  L  7,  ibr  JkMXUt 
TtMi/mflici.  P.  49y  1.  6.  for  ito«  read  /» s  1. 14.  ^ftcr pr^Aitmt 
dole  the  quotation.  P.  f  6>  1.  3,  ^  mifirtibU  read  mifer^ljfm 
p.  59»  1.  «7»  dele  the  repetition  of  mtd  imfn.  P.  64, 1.  ao»  dele 
the  w>p  after  SJ^onr.  P.  65,  L  »6,  after  msit  infert  «vf/i.  P. 
So» \mx  1,  ifter  >«/  ia6rt  U.  P«  ta,  K  it  after  ut^  a  coeuuu 
P.  S7,  in  the  note,  for  nmiddginH  read  e^uidehu*  P.  95, 1. 19» 
for  A«r  read  /Aif  s  1.  ao«  Ibr  iff  readyi^/.  P.  so5»  1. 13,  after 
mot  a  comma.  P.  ii4»  in  the  note,  for  ammogBarmi  read  ^ai- 
m^gimrmim  P.  ii<,  L  16,  fer«rreadASi&  P.  ia<,  1.  penuh* 
for  Ai^  read  brim.  P.  117, 1. 1 ,  after  mtfl  dele  lAf.  P*  J7i» 
h  II.  tor  l«0w  read  «nv«  P.  iSi»  1.  11,  tatfMSm  read  fr^ 
ftfam.  P.  i87»  L  a6^  after  Mtfit  inftead  <^  a  niUftop  a  coauna. 
^.  aoo>  in  the  note,  for  mmma  read  mmma*  P.  «ot.  for  «/» 
ihe  catch-word,  read /o.  P.  aas,  1. 16,  for  iH  read  St\  1.  at,  for 
WyvMv  read  fefMt%  \  %^^  after  ingmnoMa  a  comma.  Pt  aa5t 
J.  13,  for  wof  read  w/r#,  P*  3iS,J.  ix,  before  vntniit  infert 
J^  P«400,  L  17,  for  pacify  read  meaAoufy*  The  translator 
Ind  been  mifinfonnea  concerning  the  woras  Ctfrr/0  and  ifib;«rv 
in  p.  ao.  He  has  fince  feen  an  explanation  of  them  by  tho 
Author,  Cmi9  means  a  wine-porter,  from  CuerOf  the  leather 
bar  or  bottle  in  which  wineia  conveyed  {  an  occupation  mudi 
IblTowed  by  the  Afturians.  An  Al^in  is  a  retailer  of  a  kind 
«f  medieglmj  odled  Mojttf  and  he  is  generally  a  mountaineer* 
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UosT  mightV  sir, 

THUS  let  me  ftyle  you ;  as  in 
truth  there'  has  not  exifted 
fince  Adani)  nor  will  there  exift  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  a  more  mighty 
perfonage  than  your  worfliip.  Who 
fo  turned  the  earth  topfy-turvy, 
that,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  genera^ 
tions,  its  face  could  not  have  been 
known  again  by  the  mother  who  bore 
it?  YoUr  wcrfliip.  Who  founded 
monarchies  and  empires  ?  Your  wor*- 
-.  Vol.   I.  '^  fliip. 
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flbip.  Who  ruined  them  after wardsfy 
or  transferred  them  whitherfocvcr  the 
whim  direded  ?  Your  worfhip.  Who 
introduced  into  the  world  the  di£- 
tin<ilion  of  orders  and  degrees  ?  Your 
worfhip.  Wha  preferves  them  or 
confounds  them  wherever  it  feemeth 

good  unto  him  ?  Your  worfhip 

The  mifchief  is,  that,,  whea  your 
worfhip  is  flrongly  bent  upon  a 
fcheine,  the  Almightv  only  ha» 
power  to  prevent  its  execution. 

And  if  from  corporeal  we  pafV  to 
intelle^ual  power^  whofe  judgment, 
opinion,  or  reafon  is,  or  ever  has  been,, 
ib  abfolute  and  defpotic  as  your  wor- 
fhip's?  It  is  an  acknowleged  thing, 
'  that  after  divine  and  natural  law,  the 
law  of  your  worfhip,  which  is  thac 
of « nations,  is  the  mofl  refpeded  and 
obeyed  of  any  in  the  world  r  and  this 
too  in  cafes  where  the  law  of  nations 
and  that  of  nature  may  bedifierent.~A, 

7  con- 
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controverfy  in  which  I  (hall  not  in- 
termeddle, as  it  fignifies  not  a  rufh 
to  niy  fubjeiSt.  But  it  is  cfertain,  that,' 
Jet  your  wotfiiip  once  Command,  ^e- 
iblve,  decree,  and  determine  any 
thing,  All  mtift  ncceflarily  obey ;  for 
your  woffliip  being  All,  and  All  be* 
ing  your  worftjip;  it  is  neceflary" 
that  All  do,  what  All  would  Imve 
done.  I  defy  every  hiftorian  to  (hew 
cftc  fo  refpeded  a  legiflatof. 

It  feemed  good  in  your  Worfhip*i 
eyeSj  that  Certain  men,  knowing  cer- 
tain matters,  mould  be  called  wtfc^ 
and  that  they  who  knew  .them  not 
fhould  be  called  ignorant,  though  well 
inftru<5tcd  in  other  arts,  more  ufeful, 
or  at  leafl  as  ufeful,  to  human  life: 
and  your  worfliip  has  carried  your 
paint.  Throughout  the  world,  the 
divine,  the  lawyer,  the  phylician,  the 
phildfophcr,  the  mathematician,  the 
critic^  in  a  word,  the  man  of  letters, 
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is  accounted  wife ;  and  the  hufband- 

man,  the  carpenter,  the  mafon,  and 

the  fmith,  are  reputed  ignorant.  To 

the  former  we  fpeak  uncovered,  and 

treat  them  refpeAfiilly  :  we  thou  the 

latter  and  hear  or  command  them 

uith  our  hats  on  our  heads.     Why 

fo?  Becaufe  it  fo  pleafes  The  PuBLiCr 
In    confequence  of  this — and  to 

draw  nearer  to  what  more  imports 
me — ^your  worfliip  alone,  yes  certain- 
ly, your  worfliip  alone,  has  the  power 
to  give  or  deny  credit  to  writers  and 
their  works ;  your  worfliip  alone  ex- 
alts or  debafes  them  as  you  think  fit  j 
your  worfliip  alone  introduces  them 
into  the  templeof  fame,  or  condemns 
them  to  the  dungeon  of  ignominy  ; 
your  worfliip  alone  perpetuates  theiy 
memory,  or,  as  foon  as  they  fee  the 
light,  deli  vers  them  to  the  flames,  and 
fcatters  their  aflies  before  the  wind*  I 
fpeak  with  confidence,  but  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time  with  the  greateft  truthi 
Writers,  therefore,  who  want  a  Giield 
to  defend,  a  fortrefs  td  fecure,  or  a 
patron  to  proted  them,  have  to  feek 
it  only  in  your  worfliip. 

Pardon  me,  an'  pleafe  your  wor- 
Ihip,  the  weaknefs  of  quoting  niyfelf.- 
In  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  firft 
book  of  this  hiftory,  which  is  of  the 
part,  the  prefent,  and  the  future,  I 
laugh,  and  I  think  juftly,  at  thofe 
whodedicatetheir  works  to  perfonages 
of  high  rank  and  dignity,  thinking, 
and  even  telh'ng  them  in  their  dedi- 
cations, that  they  thereby  place  their 
faid  works  in  fecurity  againft  tht 
{hafts  ofcriticifm,  malignity,  and  en- 
vy. Poor  men  I  Has  not  To  long  ex* 
perience  yet  undeceived  them  ?  Ne- 
ver yet  did  any  one  fingle  individual 
of  thefe  dignified  perfonages  draw 
his  fword  to  defend  the  author,  who 
had  fought  him  for  a  Mccenas ;  nor, 

B  3  what 


p'       DEpiGATION. 

what  is  more,  though  he  (hould  have 
drawn  it  and  handled  it  with  ever  To 
inuch  addre($,  was  it  in  his  power  to 
defend  him.  Suppofing  him  to  be 
the  moft  powerful  monarch  in  the 
world — he  might  heap  honours  on 
the  deferving  authcn* ;  he  might  de- 
cree, that,  in  his  dominions,  nothing 
(hould  be  written  or  fpoken  againft 
]iim ;  and  that  a  refpedt,  an  out^yard 
refpe^,  ihould  be  implicity  given  to 
his  works.  But  can  he  hinder  the 
teeth  of  ignorance,  of  envy,  and  of 
malevolence  from  biting  them,  and 
tearing  them  to  pieces  in  their  fccret 
dens  ?  Can  he  prevent,  out  of  his 
dominions,  their  being  tilted  at  by 
critics  of  all  denominations  ? 

Let  us  then  undeceive  ourfelvcs : 
your  worfliip  only  has  this  great 
power;  becaufe  your  worfliip  only  in 
this  and  many  other  particulars— be 
it  known  I  fpeak  of  things  under  the 

moon 
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moon — can  do  whatfoever  you  a« 
pleafed  to  do.  Should  The  Pubi^ic 
vrill  that  no  one  tnotter  a  fyllable  a- 
gainU  a  work,  no  one  wtU  mutter  t 
pliable  againft  it ;  that  all  (hotfld  ce-^ 
kbrate  it  outwardly  and  inwardly^  it 
(ball  beibcelebrated-by  al)^  that  it  ha 
reprinted  a  thoufand  times,  a  thou-: 
&nd  tidies  it  ihall  be  reprinted.  Nctf 
is  this  power  limited  to  this  or  that 
country  of  dominion,  but  extended 
wide  as  the  far-fpreading  circuit  of 
the  world.  Wheirever  there  are  men^ 
there  is  a  Public;  for  the  Public  is 
all  meui  at  Icaft  The  Public  to  whom 
I  dedicate  my  work,  is,  The  Public 
of  Spain,  of  France,  of  Italy,  of  Eng- 
land, of  Germany,  of  Tartary,  of 
Mufcovy,  of  China,  and  of  Califor- 
nia. Now  if  I  fliould  be  fo  happy  as 
that  all  men  fhould  take  it  under 
their  protedion,  of  whom  fliould  1 
be   afraid  ?   I  am  well  aware   that 
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this  good  fortune  is  rather  to  be  e|i- 
deaVoured  at  than  hoped  for. 
-  But,  fir,  whatever  it  may  turn  out, 
I  fhall  chearfully  fubmittoit.  Under 
your  wing  I  feek  for  fhcltcr,  and  (on 
licit  your  patronage  alone.  Perhaps 
tk<^  work,  fuch  as  it  is,  may  not  me-> 
rit  it,  but  the  intention  is  not  unde-* 
{erving  of  it.  I  am  with  the  moft 
profound  refpe<^) 


Most  Mighty  SiRf 


Your  leaft  par^ 


Francisco  Lobon  de  Salazar, 


THE 


fc-»i- 


THE 


PREFACE, 


WITH    AN 


H      E     L      M     E 


F0Rr-4ct  us  fpeak  plainly — a  galeated 
preface  would  be  too  latinized  a  term 
for  a  work  not  profc0cdly  divine*  Though 
the  hero  of  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a 
preacher,  and  a  prieft  of  the  mafs  *,  yet 
undeceive  yourfclf,  my  good  reader ;  for 
he  faid  as  many  maiTes  as  he  preached  fer- 
qfions.  I  conceived  him,  I  brought  hiav 
forth,  J  ordained  him,  and  I  liceofed  him 
to  preach  i  for  all  which  I  have  the  fame 
authority  and  the  fame  power  as  to  make 
him  a  bi(hop  or  pope.  If  you  think  not^ 
tell  me  in  true  chriftian  fincerity  what  rea- 
fpn  there  is — if  Plato  took  the  liberty  to 

^  In  full  orders. 

conftituto 
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conftitttte  a  republic  in  imaginary  fpace» 
Dcicartes  to  figure  to  himfelf  a  world  at 
his  pleafure^  and  many  modern  philofo- 
phers  (Copernicus,  holding  the  cand]e  and 
our  friend  Fontenelle  giving  it  a  fnuff)  to 
create  in  their  fancy  as  many  thoufands  of 
worlds  \s  there  are  thoufands  of  fixed  ftars, 
andl  all  inhabited  by  good  and  true  men  of 
fieih  and  bloody  neither  more  nor  lefs  than 
our  very  fclves-*-tell  me,  I  fay,  what  rear 
fon  there  is,  divine  or  human,  why  my 
imagination  ihonld  not  divert  itfelf  in  fa-* 
bricating  a  little,  tight,  brifk,  well^fhaven 
predicator,  and  making  him  a£^,  think, 
and  h(^d  forth  jufl  as  I  fhall  take  it  into 
fny  head  ?  Were  the  imaginations  of  thefe 
worthy  gentlemen,  and  an  hundred  others 
I  could  name,  endowed  with  any  particu-- 
lar  privilege  which  is  wanting  to  mine,  tho* 
a  poor  and  finful  one  ? 

What,  then,  you  will  fay,  was  there  ne- 
ver fuch  a  perfon  as  Friar  Gerund  in  the 
world  ? — Fair  and  foftly.  Let  me  take 
a  pinch  of  fnufF,  for  this  queftion  of 
yours  is  a  tight  one.  There,  now  I 
have  taken  it,  and  am  about  to  anfwer  you. 
Look  ye,  my  good  Sir,  a  Friar  Gerund  of 
Campazas,  with  this  very  name,  there  is 
notj  there  never  was,  and  in  all  probabir 
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lity,  there  never  will  be.    But  preaching 
Gerunds*    or  gerundical   preachers^,  with  . 
Friar  and  without^  with  Don  and  without 
pop,    with    cap    and  with    cowl  *,    in  , 
fine,  of  all  habits,  and  colours,  and  forts# 
and  fizc$,  there  have  been,  there  are,  and, 
if  Qod  does  not  prevent  it,  there  will  be 
as  thus.  When  I  faid  **  as  thus"  I  brought 
all  the  ends  of  my  fingers  together  in  a 
bunch,  as  our  cudom  is  to  expref^  multi* 
tude.     I  do  not  fay  that  ia  any  of  them 
are  united  all  the  abfurdities  of  my  beloved 
Gerund,  for  though  this  is  not  abfolutely 
impoflible,  yet  neither  is  it  neceHary?  but 
that  (here  are  plentiful  faroples  of  them, 
fcattered  here  and  there,  more  falling  to 
the  (hare  of  one,  and  lefs  to  that  of  an- 
other,  is  a  thing  fo  evident,  that  we  may 
touch  it,  as  well  as  fee  it, with  our  very  eyes. 
Then  what  have  I  done?  No  other  than  what 
is  done  by  all  compofers  of  ufeful  novels  and 
inftrudlive  epic  poems.     They  propofe  an 
hero,  either  true  or  feigned,  in  order  to 
make  him  a  perfe(ft  model  either  of  arms, 

•  Cap,  the  Graduates  of  univerfities  and  all  the  fe- 
cular  clergy:  cow],  all  monks  and  f.iarSi  that  is,  all  the 
regular  clergy. 

The  fecular  clergy  arc  the  parift-miniftcrs,  &c.  the 
regular,  the  profcfleJ  religious,  who  live  together  in 
communities. 

or- 
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or  letters,  or  policy,  or  of  the  moral  vir- 
tues-—for  of  the  evangelical  we  have  e- 
nough  and  to  fpare,  if  vtre  would  but  follow 
thcra.  They  gather  from  this,  and  that, 
and  the  other  quarter,  all  which  appears 
conducive  to  the  perfection  of  this  idol  of 
theirs,  in  the  character  in  which  they 
Would  turn  him  out  to  you  completely 
equipped.  They  apply  it  to  him  with  in- 
vention, proportion,  and  grace,  contriving 
fuch  events  as  they  judge  moft  natural  to 
conned  the  hiftory  with  the  exploits,  and 
the  exploits  with  the  hillory — and  there's 
an  epic  poem  for  you,  -in  verfe  or  in 
profe,  as  daintily  tofled  up  as  heart  can 
wifh, 

•  Whet  elfe,  think  you,  did  Homer  with 
his  Ulyfles,  Virgil  with  his  Eneas,  Xeno  • 
phon  with  his  Cyrus,  Barclay  with  his 
Argenis,  Quevcdo  with  his  Tacario,  Cer- 
vantes with  his  Quixote,  and  Fenclon  with 
his  Telemachus  ?  And,  if  you  have  a  mind 
that  we  fhew  a  little  more  learning  at  fmall 
^xpence,  do  you  fuppofe  that  the  Works 
and  Days  of  Hefiod,  the  Hero  and  Leander 
.of  Mufeus,  or  whoever  he  was,  the  Adonic 
of  Marino,  the  Dragontea  of  Lope  de  Ve- 
jga,  and  the  Numantina  of  Don  Francifco 
Mofquera,  were  any  other  than  epic  pow» 

cms. 
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tmsy  V  more  or  UCs  ptrh&t  or  moreorlefs 
adjufted  to  tbofe  laws  which  the  epopei-^ 
arcs  and  legiflators  have  thought  proper  to. 
promulgate?  Come,  don't  turn  «p  your 
nofe  at  me,  and  tell  me  that  amongfl  the 
works  I  have  cited,  there  are  fome  in 
profe,  and  confequently  that  they  cannot 
belong  to  the  clafs  of  epic  poems.  Spft^ly 
yoQ  are  an.  ill-humoured  creature !  Whe* 
f  her  vecfe  is,  or  is  not,  eflential  to  an  epic 
poem»  is  a  queflion  which  has  warm  ef* 
poufers  for  each  fide,  and  they  have  made 
the  devil  to  pay  about  it>. .  Take  you  the 
fide  which  you  think  ftrongeft,  knowing 
that  hitherto  no  pope  oc  general  council 
has  determined  it,  and  thus  you  will  not 
be  obliged  to  abjure,  even  de  levi  *,  which 
.ever  of  the  opinions  you  may  follow. 

But  if  you  will  flill.  obftindtely  njaintain 
that  my  poor  Friar  Gerupd  merits  not  the 
lofty  feat  and  crimfon  velvet  of  epic  pqetry, 
as  well  becaufc.it  is  written  in  plain  down* 
right  profe,  and  mean  enough  o'  confci- 
cnce,  as  becaufe  my  hero  is  indeed  no  em- 
peror, or  king,  or  duke,   or  not  even  a 


*  Alluding  to  the  different  abjurations  in  the  irqui- 
fition,  de  Jevi,  iaf  de  vehementiy  according  as  the  ful'pi- 
cion  or  indication  of  the  error  to  be  abjured  has  been 
light  or  vehement. 

land- 
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landgrave^  which  was  the  leafl  he  coull 
be  to  obtain  a  feat  in  the  Epic  Diet,  accord*^ 
ing  to  the  opinion  of  the  poetical  lavvyef 
Horace  5 

Ris  gefia  ngumifu  ducumqui  t^  triftia  belk 
^0  fcribi  p^JJint  nwruro  m§njiravit  liomerus  ; 

and  lailly  becaufe  the  charader,  or  princi-^ 
pal  pcribnage,  of  every  epic  poem^  which  18 
I'be  Hero^  i^  wanting  to  my  work,  taking 
It  for  granted  that  the  nnifcrable  Gerunjd  i$ 
not  only  not  a  defcendant  from  the  godd 
but  not  even  from  the  Cid  Campeador, 
Lain  Calvo,  or  Nuiio  Rafura,  which  at  leaft 
was  neceffary  to  give  him  the  inveftiture  of 
heroifm,  befides  the  total  want  of  other 
indifpenfabie  qualities  for  his  entrance  intd 
that  order,  fuch.as  magnanimity,  conn:ancy> 
ftatare,  rdbuftnefs,  and  extraordinary 
ftrength— I  fay,  if  for  thefe  and  many 
other  rcafons  you  are  pofitively  deter- 
mined not  to  have  this  an  epic  compofi-^ 
tion,  nor  any  thing  like  it,  and  tauntingly 
cry,  an  epic  fool's- head  !  be  it  lb,  for  \ 
will  not  go  to  the  breaking  of  beads  wkh 
you  for  fuch  a  trifle. 

But  I  can  fee,  methinks,  that  you  have 
ftill  fomething  more  within  you  concern- 
ing this  matter  of  epicifmy  if  I  may  fo  call 

It, 
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it,  which  you  want  to  bring  forth.  You 
will  tcU  mc»  as  if  I  could  hear  you,  that 
the  pFincipal  end  of  all  epic  cprnpofitiond 
is  to  inflame  the  mind  to  the  imitation  of 
heroic  virtues  by  the  example  of  the  hero, 
,trae  or  feigned,  whofe  exploits  and  at^ 
chievments  are  reprefented  in  them.  And 
moreover,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  tell  me 
this  in  Latin,  to  frighteti  me  a  little,  and 
that  I  may  know  you  are  billed  in  thefe 
matters,  and  as  we  fay,  feel  where  the 
epic  buikin  pinches,  you  will  hit  me  in  the 
teeih  with  the  great  autiiority  of  Father 
Paul,  who  fays  in  his  Commentary  on  the 
Poetics  of  Ariiliotle,  *'  Certum  eft  beroico 
*•  po^mafi  Ulud  effe  fr^psfttum^  ut  berotJ  ali^ 
^'  cujui  &  ducts  egregium  aIiquodfa3um  cek-^ 
••  bret^  in  quo  idea  quadam  &  exempium  tx^ 
•*  primatur  fortitudinis  ac  militaris  civiljfque 
*^  pmdentia'*  In  confequcncc  of  which 
you  will  fay— 2rnd  you  will  feem  to  have 
reafotx  on  your  fide— that  fb  far  am  I  from 
fetting  before  you  a  perfe^  model  of  he- 
roic oratory  which  may  excite  imitation, 
that  I  rather  obtrude  upon  you  the^  moll' 
ridiculous  pattern  that  can  be  imagined, 
and  fit  only  to  be  avoided  and  abhorred. 

Now  you  think  you  have  caught  me  in 
the  trap.     But  liftcn  to  this  fcrap  of  erudi- 
tion. 
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tion,  which  I  read  I  don't  know  Wberfei 
and  it  is  not  worth  while  now  to  lofe  tw^ 
or  three  hours  in  looking  for  the  author  to 
give  you  the  quotation — fuppofc  th^t  Plu- 
tarch fays  it,  or  any  other  of  the  many  au-^ 
thors  you  are  mod  devoted  to.  Once  uppn 
a  time  there  was  at  Athens  a  mufician— » 
without  doubt  he  ought  to  have  been  a 
inaf!er  of  the  chapel  *— ^whofe  name  nei- 
ther do  I  remember™ call  him  Pythagoras^ 
an'  you  plcafe,  if  you  want  a  name*~this 
ixian»  to  teach  his  fcholars  mufiCy  according. 
to  all  the  different  modes,  the  Doric,  Ly- 
dian,  Mixt-Lydian,  Phrygian,  Sub-Phry- 
gian, Eolian,  what  does  you  me  this  man> 
but  carefully  coUcdt  the  mod  urituneable; 
the  moft  harih,  the  moftfour,  the  moft  bell- 
wether, the  moft  out-of-compafs  voices  that 
were  to  be  found  in  the  whole  country  ?  He 
made  them  fing  in  the  prefencc  of  his  fcho-' 
lars  whom  he  charged  to  obferve  with  care 
the  difguftful  jarring  of  thefe,  the  piercing 
fcream  of  tbofe,  the  infufferable  bawling  of 
fome,  and  the  intolerable  galloping,  jumps^ 
curvets,  and  caprioles  of  others  i  then  turn- 
ing to  his  little  ones,  he   told   them  with 

*  The   chief  mufician  who  beats  time  to  all  thd 
others. 

much 
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m^ch  pieafantry,  *«  Now,  my  dears;  in 
*'  /doing  the  direct  contrary  (p  theic  gentry 
««  you  will  flag  divinely/' 

I  think  you  muH;  now  uke  my  meda<» 
ing}  Iwt  if  after  all  you  have  not  yet  hit 
ttpon  it,  I  would  not  give  two-pence  foi* 
your  pnderilaiaidingy  and  let  us  go  to  foqic- 
thirig  elfe  i  but  we  (ban  t  go  to  fifty-cu^s 
ihough  you  fay  that  this  wprk  at  thf?  tnoOk 
is  hut  a  wre,tch.ed  novel,  and  as  diftarX 
from  an  epic  poen^  as  earth  fron^  heaven^' 

Nqvv  you  fet  yourfelf  fomewhat  marc  fe- 

lately  to  ailc  me  another  queftion.  *'SuppoC 

**  ing,  af  you  fay,  and  as  I  myfelf  acknow.- 

.«« ledge,  that,  to  the  difgrace  of  our  tim?9» 

/*  jhei'c  are  fo  many  preaching  Gerunds, 

**  Friars  .and  no  Friars,  Dons  and  no  Doni, 

••*'  of  cap  pnd  of  cowl,  what  motive  had  you 

/*  tQ.ftick  **  Friar"  before  your  Gerund,  ra- 

•^*  ther  than  fimply  **  Father,"  or  than  give 

f^  JhioQ  hi§  "  Don"  without  any  other  add.!** 

"  tipn  ?"  It  is  JL  weighty  qucftion,  and  re^- 

j[)uires  a  furious  fatisfa<ftion.  You  (hall  have 

it ;  and  I  beg  you  to  hear  me  difpa^onato* 

ly*     3ut  before  we  enter  upoii  the  matter 

let  me  tell  you  a  (lory.     A  certain  judge 

.went  officially,  on  I  know  not  what  bud* 

nefs,  to  ol^  Colmenar,  a  village  of  about 

twenty  houfes^  the  inhgbi^ftpts  of  which, 

;.    Vol,  I.  ,  C  during 
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during  their  examioation,  flung  fuch  aAr|9g 
of  lies  in  his  face  as  quite  aftonifhed  hiiv : 
<<  Jefus !  Jefus  1"  cries  hcj  croffing  himfelf 
and  turning  to  the  alcaldCt  or  chief  civil 
officer  of  this  little  place,  ••  why  they  lie 
*«  here  as  much  ^s  in  Madrid/'  *^  Pardon 
^^  me^  your  honour/'  replies  the  alcalde^ 
bowing  mod  refpe^tfuUy,  ^'  though  they 
'^  lie  in  Colmenar  as  much  as  poffible^  yet 
**  in  Madrid  they  lie  much  mbre^  becaufc 
*«  there  are  more  who  lie/' 

You  will  not  deny  me  that  the  number 
of  preachers  who  are  honoured  with  the 
mofl  noble,  the  mod  holy,  and  the  moft 
venerable  diftindion  of  Friar  is  much  great* 
er  than  of  thofe  who  are  known  by  the 
title  of  Father  br  the  epithet  of  Don.  For 
one  of  thefe  there  are  at  lead:  twenty  of 
the  others ;  becaufc  the  mendicant  frater- 
nities, not  clerical— *  who  all  ufe  it^-^and 
the  monki(h-*-fome  of  which  ufe  it  and 
others  not---are  beyond  comparifon  more  ^ 
numerous  than  all  the  focieties  of  the  re- 
gulars, into  which  it  has  not  been  intro- 
duced. Thofe  of  the  fecular  clergy  who 
exefcife  the  mlniftry  of  preaching,  it  b 
evident,  cannot  be  compared  in  number  to 
thofe  who  exercife  it  amongft  the  profefled 
religious.    Now  then^  though  in  all  the 

I  reft 
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left  of  the  focieties,  there  is  undoubtedly 
ft  moft  notable  plenty  of  Gerundical  preach'^ 
ers,  there  is  not,  nor  can  there  be,  fo  many 
as  in  thofe  who  aiTume  the  title  of  Friar. 
And  why  fo  ?  For  the  fame  reafon  as  the 
alcalde  gave  the  judge,  i,  e.  Though  the 
Fathers  and  Dons  preach  as  bad  as  poflible, 
yet  the  Friars  preach  worfe,  becaufe  there 
are  more  among  them  who  preach  bad^  So 
that  the  whole  difference  is  in  the  number 
and  not  in  the  fubftance.  And  the  fole 
defign  of  this  work  being  to  eradicate  from 
the  Spaniih  pulpit  the  intolerable  abufea 
which  have  crept  into  it,  particularly  within 
the  laft  century,  it  feemed  mod  reafonable 
to  take  the  model  whence  the  originals  are 
moft  frequent,  neceifarily  and  folely  becaufe 
the  number  is  moft  copious. 

If  this  preface  were  to  be  read  by  fcnfi- 
ble  men  only^  what  has  been  faid  would  be 
fufficient  to  make  us  agree  upon  this  ar« 
tide;  but  as  I  truft  it  will  have  a  better 
fate,  it  may  be  neceftary  to  fay  the  fame 
thing  in  another  manner,  fo  as  to  make  it 
more  plain  and  even  palpable. 

Tell  me  then,  my  honeft  man,— now  I 
jpeak  to  a  fturdy  countryman,  a  well-mean- 
ing man,  and  one  who  knows  how  to  read 
almoft  without  ftopping  tofpell  the  words — 

C  2  fuppofe. 
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fuppofe,  for  my  amufement,  and  at  tht  fotafe 
lime  to  corredl  the  inordinate  paffiori  itt 
our  reapers  for  tobacco,  the  ftrong  iiicli-^ 
nation  to  wine  in  the  coritos  ♦,  artd  tht 
abfurd  vanity  of  the  ahjetos  -f*,  I'  (houW 
take  it  into  my  head  to  write  the  life  of 
«n  imaginary  alojero,  corito,  or  reaper  t 
would  it  not  be  natural,  if  my  man  was  a 
Tcaper  that  I  fhould  make  him  a  GaHician  Ji 
a  Mountaineer  §  if  he  was  an  alojero*, 
and  if  he  was  a  corito,  an  Afturiah  ?  You 
Re.  the  thing  fpeaks  itfelf ;  for  'though  ' 
there  are^  undoubtedly  coritos,  alojefos, 
and  reapers  in  every  province,  yet  ih  regard 
'to  the  three  which  i  have  mentioned  all 
the  reft  are  but  an  handful,  and  this  wduldl 

♦  Cortto  is  a  name  given  to  any  fartiier  or  ruflic,  tut 
generally  applied  lo  an  Afturian.  lliore  18  a  proV^rfc 
which  fays,  al  jfjiuriam  vino  pure  y  lanza  €n  /»dfll9.»*-The 
Afiurian  mutt  have  pure  wine  and  a  lance  in  his  hand; 
Jjure  wine  (becaufe  the  pfovince  is  olie  of  the  moft  noi^ 
them  and  cold)  \f>  keep  bim  war.m  ;  and  a  lanc^  in  his 
hand,  to  defend  hin*  from  wild  beafts,  which  were -for; 
imerly  Vefy  numerous  there. 

f  An  a/ojercf  is  (Trie  who  lodges  from  home,  or  a  traw 
Teller ;  \yho  of  courfe  may  lie  without  fear  of  dete£ltoiu 

t  GalliCia  is  remarkhble  for  Its  numerous  poor,  who 
jnigratc  to,  other  jirovinces  for  work  at  the  time  of  harteftl 

§  A  Mountaineer  means,  by  antonomafia,  an  mhai- 
bitant  of  the  mountains,  of  Burgos,  the  chief  city  of 
Old  Caftile,  aVid  one  remarkably  proud  and  raiir^glori* 
Ous  of  his  genealogy,  &c.  as  in  this  city  it  is  faid,  thoCi 
though  there  are  not  above  a  thouflmd  families,  there  i$ 
an'abundancc  of  nbbilit)'  and  gaitry.  " 

be 
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bf  requifitc  to' the  propriety  of  the  fidion. 
Well  then,  apply  it  to  the  point  befpr^ 
yOUi  aDcl  don't  fplit  nfiy  head. 
.  3i)t  now  you,  my  firfl:  reader,  begin  tq 
frpwn  at  me  again,  and  fay  angrily,  **  Well, 
^^  W.^ll,  let  th?  tjtk  of  Friar  p^fs;  but  th^n 
f*  the  pame  of  Gert^xfJ^  fuch  a  f^.ntailical, 
^'  ridiculous,  abfurd  name  !  Xhis  i^  turnr 
f^  iog  facr^d  chara^lqrs  into  contempt,  ao^ 
*^  particularly  tl>ofe  wbp  roak^  ^p  boP)ourr 
*'  able  and  glorious  bo^ft  of  the  epithet  of 
^*  jFriar  i  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
.'^f.thtt  the  f(;ufr;loup  jpfter  upon  the  natpe 
/*  would  mean  tp  comprehend  the  order  to 
*MvhiQh  he  has  applied  it/' 

I^prd,  Lord !  how  plain  it  is  you  don't 

ll^noar  whom  you  2^re  talking  to !  Look  ye  ; 

if  {  thought  there  was  a  m^n  in  the  world 

>vh9  fiirpaiTed  m^  in  the  cordial,  the  pror 

Jfpun^,  the  reverent  refpcd):  I  profefs  to  aU 

^9  fpfifties  in  th^  church  of  Gpd,  without 

4iftin^iQn  of  habit,  colour^  or .  inftitutioa 

.  '^r^if  I  knew  there  w^s  ^ny  one  who  ex- 

^rpeded  m?  in  deteO:ing,  and  abominating, 

.  Vld  defpifing  tbofcs  of  whatever  clafs,  whofe 

Di^WPfthy*  fooIi(b,  and  prefgming  mouths 

:|)rpfane  the  moft  religious  name  of  Friar— 

if  I  believed  ther^  was   one   who  coul.d 

l^ftve  me  behind  in  coqin:)iferation  of  thofe 

C  3  poor 
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poor  unhappy  devotees  (and  to  our  misfor- 
tune there  are  fome  in  all  inftitutions  and 
profeflions)  who  look  with  lefs  love,  cha«» 
rity,  or  efteeni  upon  the  members  of  other 
focieties,  either  becaufe  they  do  not  agree 
in  fome  trifling  opinions,  or  from  other 
motives  merely  human  and  worldly,  foreign 
to  that  mod  pure,  moft  noble,  and  moft 
lioly  end  to  which  all  ought  to  afpire  in 
their  words  and  work's,  according  to  the 
peculiar  and  exclufive  profeffion  of  each  par- 
ticular— I  fay  if  I  thought  I  could  poffibly 
be  furpalTed  in  any  of  thefe  things,  I  (hould 
account  myfelf  the  moft  unhappy  of  mor* 
tal  men,  to  whom  the  miferable  lot  bad 
fallen  of  being  borri  amongft  the  very  dregs 
of  Chriftians  and  even  of  rational  beings. 
Do  you    think    before  God    and    in 
confcience,  that  he  who  fucked  in  thefe 
fentiments  with  his  milk,  he  who  is  in- 
debted to  the  grace  of  God  that  a  Chriftian 
and  liberal  education  has  more  and  more 
deeply  rooted  them  in  his  heart,  he  who 
has  fince  confirmed  himfelf  in  them  by 
reading  and  ftudy,  (fuch  as  it  has  been) 
and  by  a  more  than  ordinary  experience  of 
'the  world-ir-do  you  think,  I  fay  a^ain,  that 
a  man  of  this  charader  could  entertain  the 
idea  of  faying  the  minuteft  iyllable  that 

might 
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might  come  within  a  thou(knd  leagues  of 
blemifhing  the  mod  facred  religious  orders  ? 
It  is  not  likely. 

Comet  let  us  ^o  on  calmly.  In  truth 
this  very  ridiculoufnefs  of  the  name^  and 
its  improbability,  rather  confult  the  refpedt 
due  to  the  order  than  tend  to  ofFend  it ; 
they  ftrongly  imply  that  there  never  was, 
and  probably  never  can  be,  fuch  a  man  of 
fuch  an  order,  and  not  only  take  off  the 
imagined  offence  to  the  profef&on,  but 
like  wife  to  the  peribns  who  compofe  it.  By 
feigning  one  who  never  has,  nor  ever  caa 
exift,  the  general  defedts  alone  are  lafhed 
without  a  fingle  ilroke  at  the  individuals. 
If  any  one  of  them  fhould  find  himfelf 
comprehended  amongft  thofe  who  are 
mauled,  let  me  whifper  him  in  his  ear  to 
hold  his  tongue  and  his  patience  too,  for  fo 
muft  all  we  poor  finners  do  when  they  give 
us  our  trimmings  from  the  pulpit. 

Well,  now  your  features  have  taken  a 
more  pleafing  form,  let  us  fpeak  with  i 
fomewhat  more  friendly  freedom.  Is  there 
then  in  the^  world,  or  even  in  the  church 
of  God,  any  order  of  men  fo  ferious,  fo 
elevated,  or  fo  holy,  that  there  are  not  to 
.  be  found  in  it  many  moft  ridiculous,  ab* 
iurd,  and  extravagant  individuals  ?  But  are 
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the  eittraVagancires  ind  abfurdities  o(.  tht 
individuals  thofG  of  the  order  ?  Certainly 
not.  And  if  any  fatirift  or  eomic  poet  en*- 
deavours  to  correft  them,  by  perfonifying 
what  is  ridiculous  in  order  to  fender  it 
more  ftriking,  docs  he  not  always  avail 
himfelf  of  a  feigned  name>  alid  for  th* 
fnoft  part  a  whimfical  or  flovenly  one,  that 
the  reproof  may  not  even  by  aocidint  fatt 
ypon  any  determinate  objedl  ?  You  ^avfe 
but  to  ask  Horace,  Juvenal,  Boileau,  Te«« 
rcnce,  Moliere^  and  many  tof  our  own 
poets.  '  ' 

Horace  In  the  name  of  TigeUius^a  man 
who  never  exifted  in  rertim  fiatura^  ceri* 
fures  a  thoiifend  defeds  very  frequent  in 
men  of  all  conditions.  Juvenal  dreiTes  up 
a  certain  Ponticus  to  fall  luftily  through  hitti 
on  the  nobles  who  were  proud  of  their  ge- 
nealogieg>  but  not  of  imitating  the  virtues 
of  their  illuflrious  progenitors.  Boileatk, 
in  the  fuppofed  perfon  of  the  poet  Damon^ 
laughs  with  much  grace  at  the  affedatidn 
of  the  court,  the  phenomena  which  afo 
beheld,  and  the  artifices  which  are  prac-.- 
tifed  in  it.  But  neverthdefs,  if  you  ate 
determined  to  reply  that  thefe  were  reiil 
men,  who  eat  arnl  drank  juft  as  vtrc  Chrifti-* 
Rns  pat  and  drinki   we.  won't  cjuarnel  ftr 

this 


tfci«*^teit1i*r<*  for  ycmi-  htiitibte  ^errant,  id 
eer  tain  pdihlsoFlearning  af^d<5Ht4ciftii  whicH 
fignify-lifet'  kilraw,  id  tti^'^oft  pacifk: 
creature  afivei         -  .••  Ar    .  :         , 

Bat  tcjl  me ;  was  there  «v6r  firthe  worH  i 
inincaHedTirKfi/^?  Atodyet  thtft  rogue  of  a 
Mblierfe^  in  Wie  of  fife  moftJfofltfoo^,  and  fiat 
ought  i  knbMr,  jttbft  tifeful^cet^e'dies,    uii^ 
<icr  this  natAft,  lays  atyout'Ihftn  fo  unmtr- 
<ifuMy  on  hypocrites  of  fell  ptofeffionsi  as 
Biakes  them  ftiriftk  again.    AM  to-be  fart; 
this  mtift  iffr  -rtighty  iwtt*r  tjf 'coftccrn  Hb 
St.  Fpandfeli  SkteS,  or  ^o  ai\y  dTthofe  whb 
are  truly  i^Iftiftms.'    Did  yoa' ^e^er  Utiow  the 
fiame  <:^ 'STr^tin  glveh  it  the  baptifmal 
ft)f>t  ?  Yct'iirtider  the  tKyver  of  ft  has  the  t- 
bovemerttioiwd'  author;  J h  hife^*f?nfe  comccfjr 
of  the  Fi?fhf?fei  Sdvantts^  Toiiriffly  thraflied 
the  «dok«  WHo  pretend' to  getih!«  upon-  thfe 
ftrength  of  three  or  four  com  mem-place  ' 
p6n's-ami4ialf  a  doren  meagre;  ^titticifeis, 
which  they  Watch  for  dite  mcft  i^ettiOte  atil 
often   thte  ntdft   lmpchrrfeiit"«cxi^ 
Jugging  in;^  ^  And  whart  triniBK  will  this 
Trifotin  catifii  to  Don  f^^rrcTfco  dc  Que- 
redo,*  Or  other  real  gemufes.  Do  yoti  thinfe 
thiit  any  Manjais  of  MafCariHtz^xnt  VHcourit 
yodekt,   tfftt  rolled  over  the  {tones  of  Pd- 
fisi  Yet  Moliere  took  the  freak  of  givihg 
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thefe  titles^  free'of  all  ices^  to  a  cduple  of 
rafcally  laquies  in  order  to  make  a  moft  fever e 
but  well-defcrvedi  mockery  of  the  Preci* 
tufts  'StidicultSn  And  I  aiTure  you  that  I 
never  heard  the  Marqui A  of  Aftorga  or  the 
Vifcount  de  Zolina  ever  loft  their  reft 
upon  that  account.  Laftly,  won't  you  tell 
me  in  what  font  of  Segovia  the  great 
ftacam  was  baptifed  ?  Yet  we  do  not  find 
any  of  the  originals  who  are  repreiented 
by  that  copy^  complain  of  its  being  dero- 
gatory to  their  employment  and  profeftion. 
Come  thepi  let  us  agree  that  in  Friar 
Gerund  no  order  can  be  offended^  and  that 
if  it  ihould  be  prejudicial  to  any  member# 
.It  will  moft  certainly  not  be  on  aecount  of 
the  life  which  he  profeftcs,  but  the  abfur* 
dities  which  he  fays^  Do  but  correct  Themi 
and  we  ihall  be  the  beft  friends  in  the 
world. 

Shall  I  put  the  finiftiing  ftroke  to  the 
perfuading  you  of  this  truths  and  bring 
you  to  confeis^  even  in  fpite  of  your  teeth » 
that  greater  circumfpedtion  could  not  have 
.  been  ufed  than  is'  ufed  in  this  work  to  pre* 
ferve  the  decorum  and  refpe^  upon  all  ac- 
counts due  to  the  facred  families  ?  Make 
.then  the  following  reflexions,  i.  The 
.  Q]oft  generic  and  univerfal  epithet  amongft 

them 
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them  was  ftudiouOy  chofen»  that  the  ima- 
ginary individual  of  our  hiftory  might  not 
be  determinately  applied.     2.  The  fame 
attention  was  had  cautioufly  to  avoid  as 
many  particular  marks  as  might  agree  to 
fome  more  than  others  amongft  thofe  who 
are  honourably  diftinguiflied  by  this  epi« 
thet :  and  though  it  is  triie  that  in  this  or 
that  deicription  there   may  be  here  and 
there  a  flroke  which  may  not  be  applicable 
to  fome  of  thefe  facred  families,  yet  they 
are  but  very  few  in  regard  to  the  many  to 
whom  the  likenefs  may  be  indifferently 
adapted.     Laftly  and  principally^  obferve 
welly  that  almoft  whenever  Friar  Gerund, 
or  any  of  the  fame  feather,  are  very  excen- 
tric  in  a  fermon,  diicourfe,  fentiment,  &c. 
there  is  always  placed  immediately  by  his 
fide  fome  judicious  perfon  of  the  profeflioh 
for  reprehenfion  and  inftru€tion.    You  will 
fee  it  in  Friar  Bias  with  the  ex^provincial 
Father,  and  in  Friar  Gerund  with  Father 
Prudencioy  to  fay  nothing  at  prefent  of  the 
Provincial,  who  with  fo  much  folidity  ex* 
pofed   the  abfurdities  of  the  lay-brother 
who  had  talked  with  ib  little  reflexion  to 
the  boy  Gerund  concerning  a  religious  life. 
Hence  it  is  to  be  inferred,  that  if  in  a  reli* 
|;Iqus  order  wq   meet  with  fome  block*- 

heads 
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heads-^a  thing  by  rio  iricaris  impoffibfe-^ 
y^t  that  there  will  not  be  found*  I  ne<rd  not 
fay  a  profcfljon,  but  even  k  hoUfc,  or  ever 
£q  fmaU  a  cooimunuyr  ii^  which  there  are 
not  other  men,  truly  wife,  learned,  exero-* 
pjary,  and  prudent,  who  bewail,  and  would 
reform   their  follies.     And  what  is   this, 

A 

but  to  venerate  the  facred  families  and  to 
endeavour  to  niaintain  their  honour  ! 

Refpe<a  has  likewife  been  preferved  to 
the:authors  whofe  works  arc  difapproved* 
Indeed  when  they  give  their  produ(3ions  to 
f  he  light  they  make  tbcm  Juris  puUict\  they 
/ubje€t  them  to  the  examination  and  een-* 
^re  of  all,  and  every  mortal  may  freely 
fpeak  his  fentiments,  within  the  bounds  of 
decency,  civility,  and  religion.  As  long 
as  the  perfon  of  the  author,  nor  the  hem 
of.  Jhis  garment,  i$  not  touched-— which  is 
not  allowable,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  religion 
Jfiiom  the  affinity  it  has  with  the  manners 
i^as  to  what  relates  to  the  work #  every 
one  may  have  a  pluck  at  it,  if  there  be  a 
n)i)tive*  for  it,  mark  its  fpots,  ipcJes,  and 
wrinkles,  and  call  the  father  who  begot  it 
into  judgment  by  his  Chriftian  and  fur« 
name,  with  all  his  titles,  tags,  rattles, 
bells,  furbeloiys,  and  fringes.     Notwith- 

-ftanding  this  liberty,  which  all  poiTcfs,  by 

the 
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At  tacit  concefnon  of  authors,  yet  in  this 
hidory  of  ours»  the  greatefl  circumfpedttoa 
is  obferyed>  that  no  one  may  have  juft  ckxsCt 
to  think  himielf  offended.  Cenfure  Im 
pafled  opoh  many  fermons,  and  non-fer^- 
mons>  of  regulars  and  irregulars,  as  occa^ 
fion  prefents,  but  no  author  is  named.  The 
tide  is  given  of  the  fermon,  of  the  work, 
or  whatever  it  be,  and  the  generic  pro«* 
fedton  ^f  the  author  may  at  moil  be  hinted 
at ;  but  as  to  coming  to  the  particular  in^ 
Atkutton  he  profcflesi  and  efpecially  to  his 
name-*— (ilence !  not  a  word  1  £o  that  they 
only  who  £hall  have  read  the  work  and 
know  the  author,  will  be  able  to  enjoy  the 
critical  repiUl ;  the  reft  muft  fad,  and  be 
content  with  knowing  in  general  thax  fucii 
an  one  wrote  or  preached  fuch  a  thing  not 
fit  to  be  preached  or  written.  Can  l3iere 
be  greater  precaution  ? 

In.  one  inilance  only  is  there  an  except' 
tion  to  this  general  rule  ;  and  that  is  in  the 
cafe  of  die  fiarbadiiio  *,  who  is  ftripped 
of  the  lidly  outfide  he  had  unworthily  af- 
famed.,  his  afcititious  beard  torn  off,  0nd 
brooghit  into  public  view  with  his  natural 

♦  The  arch -deacon  of  Evora  in  Portugal,  author  rf 
a  book  called  "  The  true  Method  of  Study,'*  under  the 
feigned  name  of  Barbadiiio,  a  capuchin. 
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naked  face,  or  at  leaft  clofe  (craped ;  with 
his  ltttlc>  white,  round,  or  rather  oval 
bob;  with  his  ilarched  band  and  collar, 
blued  after  the  Italian  fa(hion ;  with  his 
fur  mantle  airily  thrown  in  folds  upon  the 
left  fhouldcr  like  a  mod:  gallant  arch-rdea- 
con ;  with  his  rochet,  or  (hort  fupplice 
worn  under  the  faid  mantle,  [o  nicely 
ftitched  and  plaited  that  it  feems  fit  for  an 
holy  father  of  Rome ;  with  his  badge  of 
knighthood,  the  curioufly  and  boldly  em-* 
broidered  crois  upon  his  veil ;  with  his 
fmal),  fquare,  fmooth  cap,  leaning  agatnit 
his  breaft  and  fupported  delicately  by  the 
thumb  and  finger  of  his  right  hand,  fb  that 
the  man  appears  to  take  cap  as  others  take 
jGiufF;  with  his  enormous  book,  (which 
would  make  a  good  figure  upon  the  (land 
in  the  middle  of  a  cathedral  choir)  raifed 
and  open  before  him  on  the  table,  hh  left 
hand  laid  upon  the  upper  part  of  iti  and 
laAIy,  with  his  vaft  ink-di(h  fhaped  like 
the  mouth  of  a  well,  and  a  pen  in  it  with 
a  twifted  feather  ending  in  a  fox-tail  on  the 
left  (ide  of  its  rib.  This  is  the  pi^ure  of 
the  Signior  Pfeudo-Capuchin  which  I  keep 
in  my  ftudy  to  divert  myfclf  with  when  the 
humour  prompts. 

This 
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This  Signer  Abate^  this  Italianized  Porta- 
gueze  only  have  I  pointed  out  with  my  fin- 
ger, and  held  up  to  the  light  with  all  his  ti« 
ties;  yet  his  name  notwithftanding  has  been 

.  fparedy  though  it  is  well  known,  and  the 
font  too  in  which  he  was  baptifed.  For 
this  exception  to  qur  general  rule,  *  I  truft 
there  are  good  and  lawful  reafons*  For 
why  is  that  man  to  be  pardoned  who  par-  - 
dons  no  man  ?  Why  is  a  refpeA  to  be  pre- 
ferved  for  him  who  preferves  none  even  for 
the  holy  fathers,  doAors,  and  lights  of  the 
church  ? .  Why  is  he  to  be  gently  flroaked 
with  a  foothing  hand  who  lays  fo  heavy 
and  rude  an  one  upon  the  mafters  and 
princes  of  almoft  every  faculty  ?  Who  is 
to  have  patience  to  coax,  and  wheedle,  and 
bow  moft  courteoufly  to  him  who  will  in- 
cline his  head  only  to  the  Enjijkmldes^  the 
Scbeucberos^  the  Baudandos^  the  Strauelnos, 
the  Beveregios^  the  Kranctos  and  other  au- 
thors ejufdem  farina,  and  ftalks  with  his 

rliat  on  before  the  face  of  men  of  the 
greateft  veneration  whom  we  all  refped  ? 
He  treats  the  very  learned,  wife,  difcreet, 
and.  reverend  Signior  Feyjoo  as  he  would 
a  little  dirty  altar- boy :  and  what  is  ex- 
cellent, is,  that  in  the  points  in  which  they 
both  agree,  this  Barbadino  avails  himlelf 
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o£  j^OfGtket  argmQCBta  thao  thole  ufcd*  by 
Signiof  ^eyjopt  vfiih  this  diifereace  only« 
ihaiitht?  ofiie  -urges  them  ivith:beauty»  mo^ 
4eAy»..  A/eogthy  and  efficacy,  and  in.  th^ 
han^sof  thectberi  obtruded  by  an  prnpty, 
prating^  contemptible:  boaliex^  they  lofe 
all  thoir  elegance  and  fpirxL  , 

Laflly,  it.  would  be  £nQ  indeed  that  I 
ibould  go  -aboiut  ilaoding  upon  x;eremony 
Avith  ^  man  who  treats  aU  .us  Spaniard^ 
4V$  igiH>ram  barbarians;  iince>  till  he  came 
inio  the  wprjd^  we  knew  neither  »graaMXiar^ 
pof  logic,  nor  phy Acs, ;  nor  ^rheology^  nof 
Jaw,  nor  qaedicine  ;  and  what  is  more,  we 
4i(^  aot  know  hpw  to  read  or  write,  nor 
Qur  y^  women,  to  fpin,  till^  it^  his  great 
jcharifiy, .  the.  charge  of  infirudt^ng  us  wa^ 
4nd^r4iaken  by  this  jS^^^^i^  as  he  calls 
thimielf,  or  as  I  call  hira,  by  this  c^rrt^ior-r 
general  ^f  tbejiuman  race^  Pardon  me,  my 
gpo^  r&ader,  for  I  cannot  oblige  you  in  this 
p0inL  He  camfe  to  my  pen  jfeafonably,  oi 
ul)feaibnabJy— ^we  won't  difpute  abput  tbstt 
now— -my  imagination  was  fired  for  tKfc 
honour  of  the  fipani0!i  naxioQf«and  of  tKe 
Portugueze,  both  of  which  he  eguaUy 
abuses,*  debafes,;  and  treads,  under  foot  \  J 
was  irifitated  by  his  pride-  and  vanity,  and 
the  i2ontcmp|  with  which  be  treats  fo  m^ 
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.  nf  honourable  men ;  I  was  difgufted  by 
the  intolerable  felf^fufBciency  and  defpotirm 
.with  which  he  cuts^  hacks^  chops^  tears, 
rends»  pronounces,  condemnsy  defines,  and 
vomits  forth  oracles  ex  tripodei  and  in  (hort 
not  being  able  to  contain  myfelf,  I  bran- 
diflied  my  weapon  and  thwacked  him  with 
it  over  the  (houlders  as  you  will  find,  dill 
referving  the  right  of  plunging  my  grey- 
goofe  dagger  up  to  the  hilts  in  his  heart,  if 
I  (hould  hereafter  take  him  in  hand  pro« 
feiTedly  i  for^  believe  me,  the  man  wants 
a  radical  cure. 

Perhaps  you  will  fay  that  this  is  not  ab* 
fblutely  difpleafing  to  you,  but  that  yon 
fhould  have  been  glad  he  had  con>e  more 
opportunely  to  my  hand ;  for  that  it  ap- 
pears going  much  out  of  my  way  to  fetch 
him  from  fbme  garden  at  Rome,  where  the 
poor  fellow  might  be  diverting  himfelf 
with  hearing  a  fine  ferenata^  only  to  fing 
him  another  tune  which  he  would  not  like 
half  fo  well ;  that  if  he  had  come  before  - 
fne  of  his  own  accord  it  would  have  been 
another  thing,  but  to  drag  him  in,  as  I  do, 
by  the  head  and  ihoulders,  bcfides  being 
very  violent^  feems  to  be  ill  breedings 
Moreover  that  it  is  not  very  probable  that 
a  work  fo  polifhed,  fo  exquifite,  and  (o 
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^re  (indeed  it  is  not  very  cafy  to  be  roort^ 
a$  "  The  true  method  of  Barbadifio/' 
tfliouM  be  tftet  with  in  the  cell  of  f6  flo- 
venly  a  fimpleton,  and  of  ib  bad  a  taft^ 
ViS  Friar  Gerund  18  reprefented,.  And  herb 
you  raife  yourfclf  in  your  criticaS  ftirrupy, 
telling  me,  that  every  iinprc>babllity  in  ^ 
^ork  of  this  kind  is  a  crime  of  the  iirft 
magnitude,  and  not  lobe  forgiven  in  this 
world  or  the  tiext. 

O  coHmrebd  me  to  fucfi  nicenefs,  my 
moft  deficatc  Sir  I  Look  ye,  I  am  a  fincetfc 
man^  and  though  it  fhould  make  againft 
me,  witl  tell  you  the  truth.  It  is  certain 
that  from  the  moment  I  read  this  fame  cu-^ 
rious  *•  Method"  (which  by  the  by  is  as 
tnuch  of  a  method  as  the  method  to  cure 
chilUains  eompofed  by  that  barber,  or  La- 
tin furgeon,  of  which  mention  is  made  ih 
this  Work;  the  paVenthefis  grows  rather 
large  I  let  us  clofc  it)  It  is  certain  that 
"froni  the  moment  I  read  this  fame  curious 
*  Method,  I  was  feized  by  a  moft  methodical 
longing,  not  to  be  remedied,  to  give  him 
a  hearty  drubbing.  It  is  ftkewife  as  Cer- 
tain, that  in  this'Hiftory  of  our  Friar  Ge- 
rund, I  might  have  fought  and  difpbfed 
another,  better  method,  to  give  the  drub- 
'fi^ng  :  but  pray  now^  am  I  obliged  always 
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1^  jfottow  the  Metter  path  f  Will  tfcie  ijjap 
^IpbQ  i$  fick  at  heart  and  ready  to  burft  frp/ii 
Wq[ftt  of  vomiting,  have  the  pat^eoce^  think 
yo^)  to  fland  vpoli  ^  choice  of  corners  and 
go  calmly  to  that  in  which  he  nlay  dif- 
fhf^gp  with  the  moA  cleanllfjier^  and  lead 
jncoiQnK)dity  ?  'Twould  be  fine  indcef)  that 
:for  your  fqueadiitbnefs*  I  fliould  have  to  re-* 
jform  ten  or  a  dOjsen  (heets  of  this  mymofi 
elaborate  hiftory  only  to  drub  thi^  ^gniai^ 
Barbi-caftronj  .this  falie-beardpd  we^bef- 
goat^  morecQethodic^lly^.ilior^  tu9<[fu}Iy  and 
iylUmaiiicaUy  ?  Co  to,  you  tvan  you  I  Yqu 
4on*t  know  what  this  coAs  a  poor  author* 
.e^iecialiy  if  be  is  fuch  ^  laps/  fqllow  as  I  dad  • 
But  i^  notwiti]^a^ciing,  yoU  AiU  paSo- 
4)^tely  infift  that  it  is  giyeo  out  of  its 
l^lacc,  I  hcg  ucc  may  f(^tle  the  di^ercnce 
.Wfthottt  law  or  bloodfl^d,  both  which  .1 
i9)qrtally  iiate,  and  I  113:1  ooediately  appoint 
^s/ny  .arbitrator  that  alcalde  to  whon)  la 
j||ifQIP%n  .went  4o  complain  .that  her  ^huihand 
«i^afi  {^rj^pped  her  n^oft  unfeafonably,  '*  Ide« 
rff^iflarf/'  iaid  the  alcalde  with  gr.eart  gra- 
^Jfy^L^  I  j|ccl^rc  this  ftrapping  to  be  null 
^/^^iVQid,  ^an^for  the  future  let  the Jbuf-* 
oti^^i^^  c/tce  that  it  be  given  in  good 
.^As.ftndieafon/' 
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niDpe  probabtb  that  Slgiihiundi  in  the  coih^ 
dy  of  th«  *•  Alcazar  del Jicretti^  of  the  great 
pon  Antonio  de  Solis,  (hould  throw  bim« 
felf  into  the  fea  on  the  coaft  of  Epiriis  Md 
arrive  at  that  of  Cyprtii»  ambarked  aiid 
(uftained  only  by  his  fhield*«^unlefs  indeed 
the  (hicld  was  of  cork»  and  Slgifmund  of 
^aper  ?  Is  there  more  probability  in  tbd 
oracles,  which  at  every  turn  interrupt  our 
players>  divining  what  they  are  about  to 
hy  that  the  event  may  appear  myftcrtous  ? 
}s  there .  more  {Probability  in  thole  voices^ 
which  rife  from  the  orcheAra  fo  opportunely 
a^  to  exprefs  in  finging  the  fame  thing  fhq 
player  is  juft  about  to  Q)eak  ?  Is-there  more 
probability  in  thofe  verfes^  fentiments,  ttnd 
eonceits>fpout6dfronl  twoplayers^  who,  eu- 
entering  on  the  ft  age  by  difl^ent  avenues* 
ahd  Without  feeing  or  hearing  each  btheft 
iay  each  of  them  e)(a(!tly  the  fame  thingi 
without  any  other  difference  than  the  tone  of 
Iheir  voices  ?  In  a  wotd,  if  you  would  have 
moreof  thefe  improbabilities^  youh^i^  but 
to  plunge  into  the  pontics  of  Ddn  Ignaclb  do 
Luzan*  and  you  may  drown  y^urfelf  i«ilfcem« 
And  think  not  i'  Ood*s  name^^  that  Otti' 
Spanjfh  authors  alone  are  guilty  of  breaches 
of  probability  in  thetr  compofitionsi  dra-f 
in^tic  or  not  dramatic.  There,  amcngft 
the  French,  ypu  h^ve  a  Moli?re,    a  Ra-^ 

cine 


P  R  E  F  A  C  ELr  39t 

tioe»^  and— aotwithftanding  he  wrote  asi 
we  fyy  with  a  running  pen — a  Monficur  de^ 
BoiiTy  with  his  famous  coipedy  of  *'  Lu 
^  Deb$rs  ^rompcur^^  ou  r Homme  dti  Jour  ;*• 
read  but  th^t  piece,  and  almod  all  thofe  of 
the  other  two  authorsA  and  you  will  find 
at  every  turn  fuch  flrange  improl^abiiities  a^ 
will  mal^c  you  cii^  yovrfelf ;  for  yQu  will 
tjuqk^  and  with  r^afon^  that  many  of  the 
4vent^  codid  be  ^e(^fd  only  by  euQ:baat-> 
meat.  And  that  you  cnay  not  tell  me  that 
the  firil^mentioqed  of  tbefe  authors  knew 
it  to  fac^  thus,  afid  wpuld  not  corre<St  it  de« 
iignedly,  laughing  with  (nuch  pleafantry  a^ 
thp  ^cfupulou;  rules  tp  which  critics  would 
coAfinc  comic  compofitians,  and  laying  it 
down  as  an  univeff^l  maxim  that  jhe  fu- 
franc  and  only  rule  was  the  art  of  ple^fing 
the  public,  J  wiUprcfrnt  you,  if  you  urge 
mC/^  mucbf  with  the  very  Corneille  him  • 
fel^  the  (bvereign  Corneille,  acknowledged 
by  all.  Frenchmen  and  others,  as  the  great 
fpfofnifpr  of  the  theatre,  and  as  the  moH: 
4tfalt^  genius  of  his  own  age  and  many 
of^ff  to  poliih  a  dramatic  piece  to  the  lafl 
p^rfoi^ion.  Nevcrthelefs  you  know-^or  if 
yoi),  dp  OQt^  know  it  now — that  upon  this 
(:hQripheus  of  tragedy  were  poured  ftich  a 
ihoal  of  ceofures  by  his  own  countrymen, 
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whether  from  envy  or  whatever  tnotive»  al 
would  have  fufTocated  him»  if  merit,  like 
oil,  did  not  in  the  end  ever  rife  over  all  tri- 
uoiphant.  And  though  he  cleared  himfelf 
fairly  of  the  other  fmall  defeds,  created  or 
exaggerated  by  his  competitors  and  accafers, 
yet  in  the  chapter  of  improbability  hefeem- 
ed  to  duck  his  head  a  little  as  it  were,  and 
fled  for  defence  to  the  examples  of  Seneca^ 
Terence,  Plautus,  and  other  fathers  and 
mailers  of  the  ancient  theatre,  who* were 
fometimes  rather  inattentive  to  this  article, 
and  with  four  drops  of  luftral  water,  ex- 
orcifed  according  to  poetical  rites  hy  fome 
prieft  of  Apollo,  thought  themfelves  duly 
purified  from  the  venial  crime.  Thereibre, 
my  good  reader— pray  obferve  the  courteiy 
and  endearment  with  which  I  treat  you-^ 
befeech  you,  with  my  hat  in  my  hand,  that 
you  would  not  £hew  yourfelf  fo  fevere  with 
me  upon  thefe  minutenefles>  nicenefTes,  and 
delicacies. 

It  will  be  a  different  affair  indeed  if  vrhh 
a  contracted  brow  and  angry  tone  you  ifaooM 
take  me  in  hand  upon  the  general  fnbjeft 
and  main  fcopebf  this  work  :  I  confefs  I 
almoil  tremble  with  eyen  %uring'  you  to 
myielf  in  the  (htpe  of  a  Minos  (>r  Rhada- 
mantbusi  ibr though  I  maybe  tolccably 
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I^C'of  my  (peech  I  may  &M\  ht  a  ^ufilMiK* 
mous.and  fearful  creature.  For  CKight  I  kh6# 
^ou  may  difpofc  yourfcif,  wrth  flcte^  ^nd- 
truculent  mein,  fwearing'by  the  Stygian  lAk^, 
tODcbttke,  chaftife,  deteft,  and  anathefniati^e 
my  boldnefsy  addrefling  me  in  this  weighty 
aod  loud-founding  fubftance*— <  .  .*     ; 

<*  Well  haft  thou  dcfervcd  indeed,  thoir 
evil  prieft,  infenfate,  ra(h,  and  incof^fide^ 
rate  a$  thou  art !  Soppofing  that  the  pulpit 
of  Spain  I  and  like  wife  of  other  pirf^.  Be 
as  much  corrupted  and  depraved^  lasthlsr 
pernicious,  deferable,  abominable-,  burled 
work  fuggefts-— fuppofing  that  in'otff  6<i^!i 
and  other  countries  there  be  preaching^ 
Gerunds,  unworthy  to  ex^r-cile  a-AHi^iftry 
fo  facred — fuppofing^  that  this  corruption^ 
this  .depravity,  this  plague  (call  it  fo  jf  you 
pleafe)  require  the  moft  prompt  aodeffica- 
iHoDS  remedy— -*tell  me,  wret4>h,' coilil  a 
more  grave  and  ieriou^  ibbjed:  offer^  <  td^tffe 
treated  by  a  learned,  energetic,  vthefAint; 
dnd  rtiajeftic  pen !  Is  there  a  matter  rhore 
"worthy  to  be-hatxlled  wkh  the  greatedndrg^ 
fifty  and^  iiervoufnefs»  >with  a  ru(hi)ig  tor^ 
fent'of  fli^umcnts  aud  authorities^  and  an« 
ether  torrent,  as  copious  and  rapid,  ^<the 
tears  of  the  zealous  writer!  Ami  wa^  fueh 
9:fii^jedl  to  be  treated  as  thou  haft  treated 
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hi  unworthy  clergyman !  Wat  thcrs  6ftr 
ia  tbf  world  an  authority  for  joining  t^tf 
p^tt  icrious  things  with  the  moft  bur^ 
leiqoe^  (he  moft  fMblime  with  the  moA  rir*. 
^ifivloWr  the  mo&  important  with  the  vMSk 
trifling  I  There  never  was»  there  nefer  wasj^ 
a  judicious  pagan  loudly  informs  thee»  to 
£U  thee  with  Ihaipe  and  confufion  if  thou 
wert  capable  tp  feel  it«  'Tis  a  ridicDloifa 
lyb^eg.  a  fenfelefs  thing»  and,  upon  the  poin^ 
before  roei,  I  mnft  ad4>  'tis  an  execrable 
things  and  verging  clofe  upon  facrilegiou^« 
Ip  jpip  light  jefting  with  atrpcloas  evils, 
^rpents  with  doves,  and  lambs  with  ty-* 
Ijfif^.  The  text  i^  commooj  but  not  fof 
l)^t  the  Icfs  tr«e« 

Scd  fton  tit  ptadJiS  cdtant  immUla^  nan  ut 
'    ■  '  '  Birpenter  avibtts  gemmntur,  tigribus  agnu 

:  V  Rpin«fawFnifig.««idNecQ  fiddling !  The 
|«f^0ej)^  p£  thA(  9)onft<er,  t^at  abortioa 
of  hw»W  natuNt,  w*A^  no  ffirthfr  go.  Thou 
rcieo^bl^ft  him  u)  thy  coRdud  wbilft  |by 
Troy  i«  bw njog^  aod  tbop  fvjppoi^l^  tby 
oatipa  OR  tbf  poii>t  of  x\\vfk.  A  cboicfs 
HAflfbof}.  truly  of  exttng^iihing  the  4a|ne%--> 
lo:  fiif^h  thy  f)qtK  or  Qallicifia  ^pip^  4n4 
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^^  Ever  iiace  the  GoTpcl  has  been  pretffch^ 
An  the  world,  there  htr^  been  preachere 
who  abu&d  the  cfRce;  ever  funce  there 
have  been  bad  preachers  there  haivo  been 
learned  and  2eaiou8  men  who  iiwevghed 
again  ft  them.  But  with  what  ferioufiiefs  I 
What  weight  1  What  vbhetnence!  Tkif 
was  a  topic  on  which  to  have  gone  on  tlif-^ 
courfingi  from  age  to  age^  down  to'ou# 
own  times,  of  all  tlio  fathers,  doftors,  and 
authors  of  the  holy  churchy  ^ho  nikitimf 
voices  and  employed  their  pecis  againil  thoA 
who  in  their  times  profaned  the  Oo(]p«rand 
corrupted  the  word  of  Godn^thi)  having 
bden  undoubtedly  the  true  or<fgin  of  alt  ib« 
•rrors,  hereiies  anid  fchifms  which  havd  iii 
all  ages  afili^fted  our  moil  holy  mother^ 
fultying,  ilaiaing,  tearing  her  fair  and  Team-* 
kfs  garment,  as  is  eirprefsly  laid  and  be* 
trailed  by  St.  Auguftin  in  the  (hc6v4  book 
iyf  his  •♦  Chriftian  I>oarinc,''  «  CprrMptU 
^^  ^erii  Dei  vifcero  ecchfia  4ifr%»mpit  &  tu^ 
^^^kkam  dilacrrai'^^^^to  have  confidered  how 
ttie  fat^irs,  doAors,  and  councils  have  de« 
'^l^mfd'  againil  thefe  corruptors  of  the  fa^ 
Cred  icripttire  in  the  very  cfeair  of  truth» 
iht  e^iecia)  lAtmt^  cf(  the  Holy  Spirit,  which 
aloae  fhoold  prefide,  infpiro,  excite,  tnowe, 
thd  didate  what  is  faid,  in  k.    It  would 
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be  «afy  for  nle  to  fet  before  thee  a  long  ca^ 
talogue  of  the  vehement  invedtlves  which 
have,  been  made  againft  this  {hocking  pro- 
fanation in  all  ages  of  the  churchy  begin* 
with,  the  apoftle  St.  PauU  and  ending  with 
the  moft  famous  aiifhors  of  the  paft  and 
pcefent  age. — But  to  what  is  this  Preface 
of  thine  to  fwell  ?  When  wilt  thou  have 
done  \yith  this  ponverfation  ?  Neither  thou 
WJth  thy  p6n,  nor  thy  readers  with  their 
Ibolifh  curiofity^  will  arrive*  in  a  twelve^ 
Oionth  at  thy  pernicious  hiflory. 
•    "I  fliall  content  myfelf  therefore  with 
drdwing  to  a  point  what  I  have  to  fay  by 
idking  thee»  if  thou  ever  knew  that  any  of 
the  holy  fathers,  dodors,  and  facred  wri- 
ters followed:  the  diabolical  riSi;/^^  which 
thou  foUoWefl:  to  cbrreft  bad  preachers  ? 
If  thou  ever  inet  with  any  who  put  on 
the  cap  and  bells,  and  the  fooKs  coat,  .and 
took  in  his  band  the  flick  with  bladders 
to  drive  this  infection  out  of  the  world  ? 
Arguments*  te^cts^  decifions,  canons,  coun-* 
cils^  conflitutions,  edi(fts,  cenfures,  fulmina^ 
tions,  fighs,  tears,  grief,  befeechings,  ex-* 
(:lanxatlons>  threats,  promifes,  thefe  indeed 
would  do  fomething :  of  thefe  thou  wouldft 
find  a  great,  an  infinite,  quantity,  and  all 
of  the  choicefl  fort>  in  innumerable  wrii<» 
'.  :  tcrs. 
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tcrs,  who  diredly  or  indireftly  b4vc 
treated  on  this  mofl  weighty  point.  But 
idle  jefls  !  buffoonery  \  ridicule !  where, 
where  haft  thou  fcen  them  enoployed  upon 
fuch  a  fubjed,  temerarious  and  ill-advlfed 
clerk  ?  I  will  drag  thee,  I  declare  I  will 
drag  thee  before  all  the  tribunals  of  the 
earth,  that  they  may  cenfure,  that  they  may 
punifli,  that  they  may  confound  thee,  and 
make  of  thee  an  example  by  which  all  fu- 
ture ages  (hall  terribly  be  warned/' 

Manfuefcat  te  Deus  Pater^  manfuefcat  U 
Deus  Filius,  manfuefcat  te  Spiritus  SanSlus  / 
In  a  moft  untoward  humour  didft  thou  riie 
this  morning,  my  dear  angry  reader ;  but 
it  is  no  fault  of  mine  that  you  pafTed  a  bad 
night  from  the  indigeftion  and  crudities  of 
your  fupper.  I  made  a  light  repaft,  di- 
gefted  it  quickly,  flept  well,  and  am  as  cool 
and  as  mild  at  a  lettuce.  Therefore  hear 
me  with  ferenity,  if  you  think  fit,  if  not^ 
fhutyour  eyes,  which  are  the  ears  that  au^ 
tliors  talk  to. 

*Tis  as  you  fay,  and  you  would  have 
loft  nothing  by  having  faid  it  with  more 
temper  and  a  little  more  civility,  if  for 
nothing  elfe  at  leaft  for  this  crown  *  upon 
my  head,  which  my  barber  keeps  open  for 

•  The  circle  of  hair  worn  by  pricfts.  Ice* 
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me  from  time  to  timo^^^thit  barber 
of  mifie^  who  is  a  very  moukl  |o  €^ 
Sancho  Piui^as  in.-*-— If  yott  were  h^Hto  kfi 
him  l^x^-^h  if  you  were  but  f o  (kc  bim  I 
Suffice  it  to  fay  that  his  razors  io  not 
Ibfiivcheitccutioo  as  hiafiogers^  cloathed  in 
feal-^fl^ia  and  tipped  with  wild  thiftle^  tho' 
id  other  refpeAs  there  is  not  a  better  man 
in  dU  Campos.  But  thi^  digreflion  comes 
mot  to  the  point ;  aod  if  it  ferves  r.  at  to 
moderate  your  ire*  as  to  any  thing  tifs 
k  is  quite  be(ide  the  purpofe.  Let  us  re^ 
turn  then  to  our  fubje^»  Why»  Sir*  I 
^raikt  that  you  have  ^eat  reafon  in  wbs^t 
you  fay  j  all  thofe  who  have  treated  on  thfs 
•fubjedt  on  which  I  treat,  have  treated  on  it 
with  the  greateft  £pravity«  weight,  circtimH 
ipedion,  vehemence,  and  {erioufnefs.  Only 
one  Erafmus  of  Rotterdam*  whofe  name 
founds  better  to  thehumaniO:  than  the  tbe^ 
.ologian,  in  a  Latin  book,  called  The  Prjiiie 
of  Folly,  faid  an  hundred  pkafant  tbii^^ 
againfl:  the  bad  preachers  of  his  time,  ^t 
as  his  principal  <iefign  upon  this  occa6oa 
was  to  ridicule  the  religious  focieties  wh^^^l 
then  fiourifhed,  Jaughing  at  their  habit«> 
their  ceremonies,  their  cuOoms^  their 
manners,  confounding  tunjuftly  aod  per* 
verfely  the  whole  with  a  part^  the  ufe  with 

the 
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yS^  abufe«  and  the  ex^taplary  life  ^^theii* 
^fends  of  individuals  with  the  ifccnti cms  lift 
^a handful  of  defcdivt  members,  this  fatnt 
Praife  of  '-Folly  was  in  general  but  cociRy 
Mceived,  and  is  not  at  this  day  any  more 
vhan  at  its  ^rft  appearance  thought  tnucli 
of  but  hy  fuch  only  as  may  deferve  to  be 
Celebrated  in  k.  Except  this  Signtor  De^ 
fiderius  Erafmus,  this  altar-boy,  monk« 
ex^monk,  pricft,  fecukr,  reflor,  counfeltor, 
every  thing  and  nothing,  except  this  vaga«» 
*bond,  and  another  very  recent,  venerable,  and 
circumftantial  author,  all  the  reft  treated  OA 
this  point  with  all  that  gravity  which  is  oF 
fo  much  weight  with  your  worfhip,  though 
it  weighs  but  little  in  itielf  I  aflure  yoit, 
good  Mr.  Reader^  and  moft  circunif^eSt 
mafter  of  mine. 

For,  pray  now,  what  eflFed  was  proda** 
ced  by  thefe  moft  grave  authors,  with  their 
tiMinder,  and  lightning,  and  fla(bcs,  and 
bol'tsf  Did  they  frighten  the  bad  preach- 
t^  ?  Did  they  oblige  them  to .  qiiit  the 
'firfd,  or  to  fly  for  (halter  to  their  celts,  a- 
partments,  or  houfes,  even  while  the  ftorm 
was  ^ffing?  Were  the  infuffcraWtr  dffor-* 
4tts  of  the  pulpit  cJjrreited,  in  SpHin,  Por- 
tugal, France,  Italy,  Germany,  and  in  alt 
thtf-world  ?  Jf  that  had  been  fo,  ^vfiting« 
:^*  i     jj  would 
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would  not  have  been  (howered  againft  tint 
lamentable  corruption  in  the  two  laft  ages« 
Neither  Claudio  Aquaviva,  nor  Juan  Paulo 
Oliva^  both  generals  of  the  fociety  of  Je- 
fuS|  would  have  drawn  fuch  deep^fctched 
fighsy  fighs  from  the  very  bottom  of  the 
Jiearty  in  forrow  ^or  it ;  the  one  in  a  moft 
grave  inftrudion,  and  the  other  in  a  very 
fenfible  and  difcreet  letter.  Nor  would 
the  elegant  Nicolas  Caufino  have  expended 
fo  much  intelledtual  heat,  oratory,  and 
criticifm  in  his  vaft  work  of  'VSacred  Elo<* 
quence/'  Nor  would  Don  Chriftoval  So- 
reri,  abbot  of  Santa  Cruz  in  the  Venetian 
ftate  (if  I  am  not  mifinformed)  have  given 
to  the  light  that  little  golden  book,  <^  Ru-^ 
**  dimenta  oratoris  Cbrifiiani^^  which  at 
his  inftance,  and  for  his  particular  inftruc- 
tion,  was  written  by  a  certain  grave,  learn- 
ed, and  religious  author.  Nor  would 
Antonio  Vieyra  in  his  famous  Sexagefima 
fermon  upon  the  Gofpcl^  exiit  qui  feminat 
feminare  femen  fuunh  have  declaimed  with 
fomuch  ardour  againfl:  many  preachers  who 
in  his  days  infeAed  the  ears  and  fouls  of  « 
men.  Nor  would  the  celebrated  archbi(hop 
of  Cambray  have  given  himfelf  the  trouble 
to  compofe  his  admirable  **  Dialogues  upon 
<^  Eloquence  in  general  and  upon  the  Elo- 
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quehce  of  the  Pulpit  in  particular;'"  in 
which  not  only  no  quarter  is  given  to  what 
would  appear  as  abfqrd  and  extravagant  to 
men  of  ordinary  underftandings,  but  even 
fjme  iermons  which  at  fird  fight  might 
feem  too  many  to  be  models  of  tafte«  wif- 
dom»  and  eloquence,  are  criticized  without 
mercy.  Nor  would  Father  Bias  Gifccrt 
have  publifhed  his  excellent  book,  which 
is  fo  well  received  by  the  world,  on 
**  Chriflian  eloquence  both  fpeculative  and 
and  pradtical,  and  in  which  mortal  blows 
are  dilcharged  on  every  fpecies  of  bad 
preachers.  And  obferve,  for  your  com-* 
fort  and  for  ours,  that  all  the  authors 
whom  I  have  cited,  except  one^  are 
flrangers ;  and  that  all  of  them  declaim 
againft  the  corruption  of  the  Pulpit  in  their 
own  and  not  in  foreign  countries.  From 
whence  you  may  infer  that  this  pernicious 
evil  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Spaniards  and  the 
Portugueze  as  many  are  inclined,  igno- 
rantly  or  envioufly,  to  believe. 

And  after  all,  with  all  thefe  weighty^ 
fefi6us»  nervous,  majeflic,  and  convincing 
writings,  what  have  we  gained  i  Nothing, 
or  next  to  nothing.  The  Pfeudo-preach- 
ers  vonf  leur  trdtn^  as  our  neighbours  fay, 
or,  go  on  in  their  old  track,  as  we  ought  to 
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fay  ourfelves  j  the  evil  fpreads,  the  infect 
tion  dilates,  and  the  havock  continually  en- 
creafes.     Then^    tell  me  now,   thou  be« 
vinegarcd  mortal  of  a  reader  !  (for  I  am 
weary  of  treating  thee  with  urbanity)  if 
the  experiejlce  of  all  ages  demondrates  that 
thefe  narcotic,  emolient,  and  dulcific  re- 
medies avail  not,  do  not  reafon  and  charity 
demand  that  we  try  how  the  fharff  and  the 
corrofive  will  fuccecd  ?  Would  ft  thou   in- 
troduce into  the  art  of  intelledual  healing, 
to  cure  a  difeafe  of  the  mind  (and  fucb  a 
difeafe  as  we  have  upon  our  hands  !)  that 
barbarous  aphorifm  which  one  of  our  moft 
famous  modern  critics  has  juftly  treated 
as  "  The  Exterminating  Aphorifm;"  **  Ow- 
nia  Jecundum  rationemfacienti^  Ji  non  fuc^ 
cedat  fecundum  rationem^  non  eft  tranfeundum 
ad  aliud^  fuppetente   quod  ab  initio  proba^ 
veris^ — ^If    the  phyfician    who   proceeds^ 
upon  the  principle  of  reafon  (hould  not  find 
correfpondent  fuccefs,  flill  h^  muft  proceed 
as  he  began  without  having  recourfe  to  o- 
ther  remedies-— and  if  the  patients  die,— 
they  muft  be  buried;  and  Fidelium  anima 
per  mifericordiam  Dei  requtefcant  in  pace  f 
Does  it  appear  to  thee  juft  that  in  a  matter 
of.  fuch  importance  I  accommodate  myfelf 
to  fo  barbarous  a  dodrine  ?  Thou  may 'ft 

go 


PREFACE.  51 

go  about  thy  bu&ncCs,  for  I  cannot  Ccvvq 
thee. 

I  will  rather  try  my  fortune^  and  fee  if 
I  ihall  have  the  happinefs  to  fucceed  in  thiv 
matter,  as  many  renowned  authors  have  in 
divers  others  j  firmly  perfuaded  of  th^ 
truth  of  that  maxim  of  Horace, 


Ridiculum  acrl 


Fortius  &  melius  magnas  plerumque  fecat  riu 

That  is,  that  Ridicule  bath  generally 
been  found  more  available  to  the  correc-^ 
tion  of  vicious  manners  than  grave  argu-^ 
ment  and  reproof.  By  this  mean,  fays  )ei 
fenftble  Academician  of  Paris,  Moliere  did 
more  in  France  with  his  Precieufes  Ridicu- 
les, his  Tartiiffe^  his  Bourgeois  Gentilbommi^ 
bis  Eeole  des  Femmes  &  des  Maris,  and  his 
Ma/ade  imaginaire,  than  all  the  books  which 
had  been  written,  and  the  declamations 
which  had  been  thundered  againfl  the  mo- 
ral, civil,  and  intelledtual  vices  fatirized 
in  thefe  witty  comedies.  All  the  troops  of 
the  greateft  and  bed  modern  philofophers 
united  againfl:  the  ingenious  and  fpeciouB 
dreams  of  Defcartes  did  not  make  him  lofe 
k)  much  ground,  as  the  moft  witty,  fenfi- 
ble,  and  ingenious  "  Voyage  to  the  World 
of  Defcartes'*,  written   in  French  by  Fa^ 
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ther  Gabriel  Daniel,  and  very  well  tranflated 
into  Spani(h.  But  what  need  of  more  than 
to  obferve^  that,  till  Cervantes  came  forth 
with  his  admirable  Don  Quixotej  the  extra** 
vagant  turn  for  romantic  hiftoryand  adven- 
ture flouriflicd  in  cur  own  country  in  all  its 
vigour,  detrimentally  cheating  innumerable 
readers  of  both  their  time  and  tafle  for 
other  books  which  might  have  inftru(^ed 
them,  notwithftanding  fome  of  the  great- 
eft  authorities  had  declaimed  againft  this 
grofs  and  filly  inclination  till  they  were 
hoarfe  ?  Why  then  may  not  I  hope  that 
"  The  Hiftory  of  Friar  Gerund  de  Cam- 
{>azas"  may  be  as  fortunate  as  that  of 
Don  Quixote  de  la  Mancha^  efpecially  as 
the  matter  is  of  a  higher  kind,  and  the 
inconveniences  we  endeavour  to  remove* 
of  fo  much  greater  weight  and  confe- 
quence  ? 

You  fee  too,  my  good  reader  (now  I  be- 
gin to  fondle  you  again  and  ftroke  your 
back)  that  this  manner  is  approved  by  the 
anonymous  author  of  a  very  recent  little 
performance,  printed  in  Utopia,  but  which 
fteals  about  here  privately,  intitlcd,  •*  Wif- 
dom  and  Folly  in  the  Pulpits  of  Nunne- 
ries." Towards  the  end  of  the  preface— 
which  is  almofl  as  tirefome  as  this — the 

amhor 
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aothor  talks  of  having  Heard  that  "  A 
French  bijhop^  feeing  the  little  utility  of  a 
prohibition  that  i^ad  been  laid  upon  fifty  or 
fixty  preachers  ivho  dijhonoured  the  word  of 
God  in  the  pulpit,  thought  it  expedient  to  try 
if  the  making  fuch  preachers  ridiculous  would 
not  be  more  fuccefsful  than  the  employing  fe-- 
vere  authority.  He  compofed  a  fermon  they 
fay^  filled  with  conceits,  of  which  our  firfi'^ 
rate  preachers  would  have  been  happy  to  be 
the  authors.  The  text  he  took  was,  Sicut 
unguentum  quod  defcendit  a  capite  in  bar- 
bam,  barbani  Aaron — ^like  the  precious 
ointment  upon  the  head  which  ran  down 
unto  the  beard,  even  Aaron's  beard.  On 
the  very  day  after  this  fermon  appeared^  the 
bookfeller  had  not  a  copy  left,  and  above  forty 
re-imprejjions  of  it  found  as  quick  dijpatch. 
But  the  befi  of  it  is,  that  it  has  banijhed 
conceits  from  the .  pulpit^  and  if  any  Jhould  be 
inadvertently  admitted  by  an  orator,  it  isfuf*- 
ficient  to  fay,  that  he  preached  in  the  tafie  of 
Sicut  Ungucntum.^"This  appears  to  me  the 
mofi  prompt  and  efficacious  remedy. " 

your  Reverence  is  exceedingly  in  the 
right  of  it,  my  Reverend  Father  (I  am  now 
talking  to  the  author  of  this  pamphlet, 
whom  I  know  as  well  as  I  do  my  own  fin- 
gers, and  know  too  that  he  is  as  much  a 

£  3  Spaniard 
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Spanurd  as  I  am  a  French  marii  not  with* 
iUnding  he  is  pkafed  to  honour  us  with 
making  himfelf  our  countryman^  an  ho^ 
nour  for  which  we  thank  him>  but  of 
which  we  are  not  over  and  above  greedy) 
I  fay,  your  Reverence  is  as  right  in  this,  as 
in  the  religious  zeal  with  which  you  fnatch* 
fed  your  pen  to  correct  us,  as  well  in  the 
two  abfurd  fermons  by  Spani(h  authors, 
which  you  compare  with  two  others,  really 
good  and  folid,  by  a  celebrated  French  aur 
thor,  as  in  the  firfl  part  of  your  preface ; 
for  however  it  may  be  made  up  of  common 
places  and  trivial  refledlions,  yet  they  are 
very  true  and  lofc  nothing  by  having  lyen 
handled  before. 

Would  that  your  Reverence  had  been 
as  right  in  the  little  mercy  you  (hew  to  all 
Spaniards  in  general,  and  the  particular  fe- 
verity  with  which  you  treat  the  refpcftable 
body  of  the. king's  preachers,  (ingularizing 
amongft  them  the  preachers  del  numero  *  / 
'Tis  charming  to  fee  how  your  Reverence 
begins  from  page  26  to  lay  about  you,  on 
all  our  preachers,  without  difference  or  dif-* 
tinfiion,  cut  and  thrud,  right  and  left,  up 
and  down,  fall  as  it  may.  'Tis  an  age,  fays 

•  Thofc  who  are  appointed  before  the  number  is  filled 
up  arc  dsl  numniy  the  others  extra-numerary. 

your 
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your  Revemnce,  ^^ce  ive^  bavi  bad  any 
preacbers.  Infttad  of  Preachers  *we  have 
Bowlers^  Ranters^  s  Mountebanks^  Parrots^ 
and  Madmen.  This  indeed  is  fomething' 
likei  This  is  truly  to  be  a  valiant  man^  to 
attack  couragioufly  the  Whole,  and  not  go 
about  ikirmifhing  with  parties  and  detach- 
SDcnts !  Your  little  war  may  do  well  enough 
for  crafty,  defend ve,  pufiUanimous  gene-> 
rals,  but  your  Alexanders  of  the  quill  en- 
gage the  enemy  face  to  face,  and  feek  the 
thickeft  of  the  army.  So  then  we  find» 
to  come  to  the  point  at  once,  that  the 
BarciaSf  the  Cajiejones^  the  Bermudezas^  the 
Gallos^  and  a  very  long  lid  of  others,  alive, 
and  hearty,  which  I  could  add,  are  Baw^ 
lers^  and  Banters^  and  Mountebanks^  and 
Parrots^  and  Madmen^  and  may  go  and 
learn  fome  other  trade,  for  in  (hort,  //  is 
an  agejince  ive  have^adany  preacbers! 

We  are  not  to  befurprized  therefore  (pro- 
ceeds your  reverence  in  the  27th  and  28th 
page  of  your  difcreet,  civil,  end  charitable 
preface)  that  among  fl  us  there  are  no  preach^ 
ers  who  make  converfions^  for  there  are  none 
who  form  the  defign  of  making  them  ;  and 
tbey  might  them/elves  well  wonder  if  they 
fbould  fee  any  one  CQnvertedf  as  they  nevef^ 
thought  of  attempting  it.     Wc  might  fini(h 
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with  this ;  and  long  live  your  Reverence 
for  opening  our  eycs^  which  we  have  hi- 
therto kept  mod  miferable  (hut,  or  at  leaft 
covered  with  catarads  !  We  were  thinking 
that  in  this  age,  and  in  our  own  times,  the 
indefatigable  GarcefeSf  the  aioil  auflere  and 
zealous  Hernandeces  (Dominicans),  the  apof-* 
tolic  Dutaris  and  Calatayudes  (Jefpits),  the 
moft  illuftrious  Goiris^    and   the   Signiors 
Aldaos^  GonzaleceSf  and  Micbelenas  (of  the 
fecular  clergy)  had  made  and  were  making 
many  and  moil  wonderful  convcrfions.  We 
imagined  that  this  was  the  fole  defign  they 
formed  in  the  continual  apoflolic  excurfiona 
with    which    they    unwearicdly    traverfe, 
fome  the  whole  kingdom  of  Spain ;  and 
others^    determinate   kingdoms   and   pro- 
vinces of  the  monarchy.  We  thought  that 
in  this  they  were  imitated  by  other  miflio- 
naries  innumerable,  if  not  of  fo  great  name, 
yet  not  of  inferior  zeal  and  fpirit,  who  are 
almoin  perpetually  vifiting  and  fandtifying 
one  part  or  other  of  our  peninfula.     At 
lead  we  had  the  comfort  of  thinking  that 
the  vaft  number  of  Evangelical  preachers 
who  in  time  of  Lent  declare  bloody  war 
againfl  vice  and  ignorance,  feeking  to  at-, 
tack  them  in  their  very  trenches,  formed 
no  other  defign   than    the  converfion  of 
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fouls;  and  that  fo  far  from  wondering 
themfelves  if  any  (hould  be  converted^  that 
they  would  have  much  more  caufe  to  won-* 
dcr  if  many  were  not  converted  ;  for  tho', 
to  our  misfortune,  there  may  be  fome^  or 
perhaps  many  amongft  thefe  latter,,  whp 
cither  do  not  propofe  to  themfelves  this 
end»  or  are  unfkilful  in  the  means  to  efFedfc 
it,  yet  it  can  not  be  denied  but  that  the  great- 
er part  can  neither  have  any  other  defign 
nor.  avail  themfelves  of  fitter  means  to  ac« 
complifli  it,  confidering  the  genius  of  the 
nation  and  the  circumilances  of  their  au- 
^  ditory.  This  is  what  we  poor  creatures 
were  fancying ;  but,  thanks  to  your  Reve- 
rence who  has  delivered'  us  from  the  illu- 
lion.  Neither  the  firft,  nor  the  fecond, 
nor  the  third,  ever  formed  that  dejign  or 
thought  of  attempting  it^  becaufe  amongji  us 
there  are  no  preachers  who  make  converfonSf 
or  think  of  making  them  !  Tell  me  now  in- 
genuoufly  what  medallion  of  the  Emperor 
Caracalla  had  your  Reverence  in  contem-^ 
placion  when  you  /lamped  fo  fcandalous  and 
injurious  a  pofition  on  our  whole  nation  ? 
But,  what  is  very  pleafant,  and  perhaps 
without  example,  is,  that  not  only  the 
thought,  but  the  phrafeology,  and  almoft 
the  whole  preface  is  pilfered  from  a  book 

written 
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vrritttn  in  the  native  language  qf  the  au- 
thor, entitled,  *•  The  true  Method  of 
Preaching  according  to  the  Spirit  of  the 
Gofpel/'  and  to  make  this  gallant  exploit 
credible,  behold  a  fample  for  proof:  "  It 
ought  not  to  caufe  furprize,  therefore, 
that  there  are  fo  few  preachers  who  make 
converfions,  there  being  fo  few  who  form 
to  themfelves  fuch  an  important  defign  ; 
there  are  rather  many  who  might  juftly 
wonder  if  they  faw  any  converted  by  their 
fermons,  fince  they  never  thought  of  dny 
fuch  thingt'*  Literally  tranfcribed  from 
the  tranflation  publiihed  in  Madrid,  in 
1724.  fiut  the  mod  curious  part  of  the 
knavery  is  to  come ;  for  though  there  are 
many  pafTages  ^hich  fpeak  clearly  of  the 
French  alone,  as,  from  its  author  being  a 
Frcnchman,.the  above-quoted  fcntence  and 
|he  whole  work  is  confeffedly  addrcfled  to 
them,  yet  his  Reverence,  with  a  tru- 
ly edifying  candour,  inverts  it  into  an  in- 
ventive aga^nfl  our  preachers,  and  an 
apology  for  his  own.  Can  there  be  more 
bravery — or  rather  a  bafer  and  more  im- 
pudent piece  of  plagiarifm  ! 

But  prefently  we  fee,  in  page  31,  your 
Reverence  foftens  your  tone,  when  you  ta- 
citly confefs  that  fome  of  our  miilionaries 

preach 
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preach  with  this  defign^  but  err  miferably 
in  the  means  they,  employ^  and  flill  morcf 

'  miferably  deceive  themfelves  in  the  iigns 
by  which  they  judge  of  the  effedt  of  their 
miflions.     T^bey  are  afterwards  much  fatif^ 

fied  with  their  fervour,  fays  your  Revererice, 
becaufe  tbe  people  groaned  and  bawled  with 
them^  and  like  them,  in  their  aSls  of  contri^ 
tion ;  becaufe  an  old  woman  was  frightened, 
a  pregnant  one  mifcarried^  a  girl  fainted  awi^f, 
and  two  or  three  thouf and  people  communicated. 
But  do  they  ohferve  that  of  tbefe  not  two  are 
converted  to  newnefs  of  life  ^  If^by  ?  Becaufe 
the  heart,  rather  terrified  than  perfuaded  by 
their  noife,  flies  to  the  tribunal  of  repent anct 
without  any  fettled  purpofe^-and  hardening  it^^ 

f elf  fill  more  and  more  and  more  in  fn^  for 
want  offuch  purpofe,  they  depart  fill  farther 
and  fart  her  from  true  converfon  ;  which  isjuft 
what  the  devil  wijhes  i  Jince  from  thefe  mif^ 

fans  he  draws,  innumerable  facriltges,  and  re^ 
news  his  hold  upon  miferabkfnners,  who  go 

from  thefe  bowlings  without  any  inward  peni^ 
tence  of  foul. 

My  moft  reverend  Father,  I  do  not  know 
Ihat  there  is  any  miflionary  of  con(idera<* 
tion  in  Spain,  or  preacher  of  good  fenfe^ 
who  is  not  perfuaded  that  neither  the 
groans  of  the  audience,  nor  the*  fright  of 
2  the 
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old  woman,  nor  the  mifcarriage  of  the 
pregnant  one  (fuch  examples  have  not  been 
wanting),  nor  the  fainting  of  the  girl,  nor 
the  communion  of  three  thoufand  people, 
nor  even  of  thirty  thoufand,  which  has  been 
feen  more  than  once,  are  infallible  figns  of 
true  conver(ion.  They  are  well  aware  that 
they  are  equivocal  figns ;  yet,  after  all,  they 
are  figns,  if  not  of  converfion,  yet  that 
the  people  are  moved  by  what  they  hear. 
Motion  is  not  far  diflant  from  commotion, 
according  to  that  fentence  of  fcripture, 
UbiJpirituSf  ibi  commotio.  And  indeed  St, 
John  Chryfoftom  was  well  pleafcd  with 
thefe  exterior  demonftratlons  in  his  people 
of  Antioch,  when  they  wept  if  the  Saint 
wept,  groaned  if  the  Saint  groaned,  and 
melted  into  tendernefs  if  the  Saint  melted. 
Scarce  will  your  Reverence  read  any  ho- 
mily of  this  moft  cloque^^t  father  in  which 
you  meet  not  with  expreflions  of  the  com- 
fort and  holy  complacency  which  this  gave 
him.  At  tbefermons  of  St.  Vicente  Ferrer^ 
fays  the  hidorian  of  his  life,  the  audience 
was  all  tears^  groans^  exclamations^  faint-* 
ings^  and  Jlrange  Jymptoms.  And  if  your 
Reverence  will  exclude  him  for  being  a 
Spaniard,  hear  what  the  father  Croifet, 
who  you  know  was  not  one,  fays,  in  his 

life 
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life  of  the  fame  faint,  as  wc  read  for  the 
5th  of  April  in  his  celebrated  ••  Cbrtfiian 
Tear:' 

He  preached  with  fo  miicb  zeal  and  power 
that  be  filled  even  the  mofi  infenfible  be  arts 
with  terror.  Preacbing  at  l^bohufe  (your 
Reverence  will  obfervc  that  this  was  not 
at  Labajos,  nor  any  other  town  of  Spain) 
upon  the  day  of  judgment ^  all  the  audience  be-^ 
gan  to  be  affeSied  mtb  fiicb  a  tremblings  as 
if  they  bad  beenfeized  by  a  violent  ague  fit. 
Frequently  was  he  interrupted  by  the  cries 
and  wailings  of  bis  bearers^  with  whofe  tears 
the  Saint^  obliged  to  befilent  for  a  confidera^ 
blejpace,  mixed  bis  own.  On  many  occafions, 
preaching  in  the  public  fquares  or  in  the  open 
field f  various  perfons  were  feen  to  be  firUck 
Jpeechlefs  and  immoveable,  as  they  bad  been 
fiatues.  And  now  let  your  Reverence  tell 
me,  do  you  really  think  that  the  Saint  did 
not  efteetn,  as  happy  figns,  thcfe  exterior 
demonflrations  and  involuntary  irruptions 
from  the  interior  commotion  of  the  heart  ? 

O  Lord  !  That  in  the  miffions  innume^ 
rable  facrileges  (hould  be  committed  !  But 
let  this  innumerable  pafs,  though  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  fwallow-  Does  your  Reverence  think 
that  few  are  committed  at  the  time  of  con- 
feffion    and.  pafqual    communion,    which 

every 
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every  Catholic  is  obliged  to  obferve  undef 
pain  of  excoinmunipation»  and  fomething 
more  ?  Does  your  Reverence  believe  truly 
that  many  are  not  committed  at  the  time 
of  the  moft  celebrated  jubilees  ?  And  would 
k  be  well  that  thofe  a^ealous  paftors  (liould 
upon  this  account  be  deprived  of  what  is 
their  true  joy»  who  rejoice  fo  much  in  the 
Lord  when  they  fee  all  their  parKhioners 
comply  with  the  rites  of  the  church  ?  Is  it 
well,  that  your  Reverence  (hould  laugh  at 
that  fpiritual  comfort  which  every  man,  but 
q{  ordinary  zeal  and  love  for  religion,  feels, 
when  he  fees  an  innumerable  multitude  6f 
confeflions  and  communions  in  fulleflju*- 
bilee  ?  Is  it  well  that  your  Reverence  fhould 
aflert  fo  roundly  that  t£is  is  juji  what  the 
devil  wijhes^  that  all  confefs  and  communis 
cate  as  well  in  obedience  to  the  Church  at 
Eafter  as  in  the  great  jubilees?  Good 
Father  What's-his-name,  another  time  let 
your  Reverence  proceed  with  a  little  more 
caution  in  propositions  fo  general  andfo  odi- 
ous, weighing  more  leifurcly  the  arguments 
by  which  you  pretend  to  prove  them  i  and 
believe  me,  that  becaufe  I  am  in  hafle,  and 
out  of  pure  pity,  I  do  not  detain  myfelfin 
examining  other  claufes  of  this  curious  pa- 
ragraph 


PREFACE.  6j 

ragraph  in  which  I  fpy  foul  groflhefles  that 
would  never  pafs  the  fieve. 

But  your  Reverence  cannot  expeA  that  I 
can  in  confcience  connive  at  the  heap  of 
mofl;  injurious  and  general  propafitions* 
which  follow.  Page  28.  ji  doating  old  wc^ 
man  likeivife  can  talkf  a  madman  can  folk,  and 
a  parrot  Can  talk.  But  are  theft  preachers  f 
Tes,  fach  Prbachers  as  ours»  wbo  an 
only  idle  talkers  and  nothing  more.  Page  32. 
I'hen  I  Jay  that  oUR  panegyrical 
Preachers  know  not  how  to,  nor  cannot^ 
preachy  upon  St.  Jofeph,  St.  Benedi^,  St.  Ber^ 
nard,  &c.  without  Jpeaking  her e^.  Page  34. 
Can  there  be  a  more  unallowable ^  or  more  com-^ 
mon  liberty^  than  that  which  our  Preach- 
ers take^  in  always  making  the  faints  whom 
they  celebrate  fuperior  to  all  tbofe  of  both  the 
'  Old  and  New  T'efiament  ?  Page  43.  Our 
Preachers  draw  together,  as  Paul  for^ 
merly  in  thefquares  of  Athens^  an  idle  audience^ 
who  propofe  to  themfelves  no  other  end  than 
to  hear  fomi  new  thing.  Page  53.  Amongft 
a  great  number  of  Spanijh  books  in  a  library 
in  Holland  were  fome  feleSi  ferAtons  of  OVK 
GREAT  Pre ACUY^RS,  with  a  title  on  the  back 
of  each  volume f  which  faid  in  golden  letters. 
Argumentative  Eloq^tence  of  the 
Savages  of  Europe. 

Enough, 
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:  Enough,  enough!  Will  patience  bear 
more,  than  that  our  Preachers  are  mad- 
itaen,  parrots,  talkers,  and  nothing  elfe! 
That  OUR  Preachers  cannot  celebrate 
the  faints  without  fpeaking  herefy !  That 
OUR  Preachers  are  mountebanks,  who 
draw  together  an  idle  audience,  as  Paul 
formerly  in  the  fquares  of  Athens  !  Poor 
apod'le  !  What  honour  is  done  thee  !  That 
CUR  GREAT  PREACHERS  are  the  favages 
of  Europe  !  And  that  we  may  buy  this 
curious  performance,  printed  notices  are 
difpatched  every  where  by  the  pod,  from 
the  place  where  it  was  privately  printed^  to 
let  us  know  where  we  may  be  treated  for 
our  money  with  this  delicate  fare.  And  are 
there  Spaniards  who  have  been  eager  to  buy 
this  charming  flattery  !  And  can  the  author 
of  it,  who  fo  honours  us,^be  now  eating 
the  bread  of  Spain.-— As  the  great  Bru- 
cen  de  la  Martiniere,  who  in  his  Geogra- 
phical Didtionary  fpeaks  of  us  with  fo  much 
negligence,  ignorance,  and  di(b(leem,  that 
it  is  plain  he  was  paid  for  it  by  our  ene- 
mies ! 

My  cholcr  was  rifing,  but  I  have  thrown 
a  cold  flone  upon  it ;  for  thefe  affairs  are 
befl  managed  with  patience.  Well  then, 
my  Reverend  Fathefi  it  cannot  be  denied 

but 
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but  that  there  are  amongft  our  preachers 
fome,  that  there  are  many,  who  are  all  that 
your  Reverence  fays^  and  even  rnore^  if  it 
were  poHible.  But  are  all  our  preachers 
fo  ?  For.  this  is  implied  in  fo  general  a  pro- 
poiition.  And  do  our  preachers  alone 
delerve  this  charader  ?  For  this  your  Re- 
verence fuggc  ft  s  in  page  40,  when  you  pro- 
pofe  for  our  example,  our  neighbours  the 
French  preachers  ^  who  like  faithful  dogs  bark 
at  the  wslves^  and  keep  them  from  their  flocks ^ 
and  conjlantly  wage  lively  war  againji  vice^ 
&c.  and  afterwards  your  Reverence  begins 
to  relate  by  way  of  oppofition  what  happens 
here  in  Spain-- ''the  preachers,  filent  againji 
"Dice,  fuffer  it  to  take  root^  to  fpread^  and 
multiply. 

God  defend  me  !  How  weak  your  Re- 
verence's memory  muft  be !  Since  you  feem 
never  to  have  done  with  telling  that  little 
ftory  (and  with  enchanting  grace)  of  the 
French  bifhop  who  filenced  Jifty  or  Jixty 
preachers^  and  feeing  it  had  no  efFedl,  print- 
ed that  burlefque  fermon,  which  was  re- 
printed above  forty  times,  upon  the  text  of 
Sicut  Unguentum,  which,  to  read  the  wit 
which  your  Reverence  relates  it,  makes  us 
be-flaver  our  own  beards,  pray,  were.thefer 
fifty  ot  fixty  preachers,  our  neighbours ,  (of 

Vol,  I.  F  one 
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one  diocefe,  as  muft  neccflarily  be  fuppofea 
that  they  might  be  fubjeft  to  the  jurifdic- 
iioa  of  this  Signior  Hfliop)  the  faithfoi 
dogs  who  barked  at  the  wokesand  kept 

.  theoi  front  their  flocks  ?  And  are  not  thefe 
alfo  lo  benambered  aAiongft  the  favages  of 
Europe  ?  Let  yofur-Rcverence  ciiltulate  then 
at  the  rate  of  no  more  than  fifty  or  (ixty 
^rcachers  of  the  beard  of  Aaron  to  each  oi 
the  106  bifliopricks,  contained  in  the 
kingdom  of  France,  and  allow  btrt  100 
more,  of  the  fame  ftufF,  to  each  of  the 
iS  archbiflbopficks  in  thole  dominions,  and 
you  will  find  a  body  of  near  8000  Javagei 
^XT  neighbours'^^no  bad  ftrpply  for  rein- 
forcing the  army  of  T'be  Savages  of  Europe. 
But  what  do  I  talk  of  reinforcing  ?  It  wilt 
fc«  well  if  the  auxiliaries  do  not  exceed  the 
principals. 

My  reverend  Father,  do  not  let  us  mif- 
take.  Not  one  of  the  vices  which  your  Re- 
verence notes  In  onr  preachers^  are  unnoted 
in  ourneighbours  by  ihe  archbifliopof  Cam- 

'  bray  and  the  Fathers  Caofino  and  Giiberty 
in  the  works  which  they  wrote  to  corredt 
the  abufcs  of  the  pulpit,  in  their  own  coun- 
trymen alone,  for  they  did  not  interfere 
with  others,  particularly  the  firft  and  Uft« 
if  k  were  worth  while  it  would  be  eafy  for 

me 
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hie  to  demonfttate  it  ad  ocaium.  But  I  itn 
tired  With  being  detained  fb  long  in  yoar 
Preface^  which  has  quite  fickened  nne.  Add^ 
fiiould  /be  Well  received  iii  Fraticcy  if^ 
feigning  myfelf  a  Frenchman^  and  availing* 
teyfelf  of  what  the  French  themfelves  de^ 
iilaim  dgainft  their  bad  pteacher6^  I  ihould 
ipread  abroad  a  pamphldt,  of  it  ihay  bd 
Called  a  libel,  which^  flriking  at  .once  a6 
the  root  of  all  decency  and  common  fenfe^ 
ihould  proclaim  that.  Our  Preachers  ar& 
iawlers:  Our  Preachers  art  mmnte-- 
banks:  OtfR  Preachers  are  parrots:  Ouil 
Preachers  aH  madmen :  Ot;R  Preach^. 
£RS  mate  no  converfiohs :  Our  PreaciI^ 
tKs  form  no fucb  dejignt  and  in  (hort,  that 
OUR)  Preachers  are  the  Savages  of  Eu^ 
ropel 

li  I  (hould  publiftl  ^  book  hWtd  witii 
fi]ch:{lufF  in  France,  taking  by  my  own  au-^ 
thority  the  right  of  naturalistatibn,  would 
not  all  the  parliaments  (hower  more  decreea 
of  fire  agaitift  this  book>  and  of  appreben-^ 
fion  againft  its  author,  than  were  (howered) 
fome  years  ago  agaiafl;  the  parifli  minifteiis 
fbrabuGhefs  which  your  Reverence  wota 
of  *  ?  Would  they  not  all,  men,  women, 

♦  Tte  demanding  always  a  Certificate  df  tlieir 
(ariihioners  having  performed  the  dutj  of  confemon 

F  a  before. 
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and  Cbildrcnv  pluck  mc  by  the  beard,  Uritff 
juftice,  and  exclaim,  le  Coquin  !  le  Faquin!' 
le  Maraud  !  To  do  Ji  criante  an  injuflice  to 
all  the  great  preachers  which  France  ha& 
produced,  and  is  continually  producing, 
only  becaufe  the  pulpit  is  difhonoured  by  a 
handful  of  fools  and  blockheads  |  Would 
they  not  hit  nf>e  in  the  teeth  with  the  Bonr-- 
dalaueSfVfiXh  the  Colombieresi  with  the  Fleurisf 
with  the  FlechierSy  witb  the  Segauts^  with 
the  MafiUonStVJxih  the  Bntoneaus,  and  an  im- 
menfe  catalogue  of  truly  apofloUc  orators^ 
and  zealous,  eloquent,  rapid,  evangelical 
folid,  fublime,  and  original  models?  Would 
they,  not  recriminate  alfo  that  the  nation 
was  not  in  need  of  a  fuppofititions  French- 
man to  come  and  fet  himfelf  about  cor- 
reeling  the  defeds  of  their  countrymen^ 
itnce  it  had  true  legitimate  fons  who 
might  take  the  charge  upon  them  with 
much  more  grace  and  mtich  more  judg- 
ment ?  Good  Father,  we  are  in  the  fame 
cafe,  and  I  befcech  your  Reverence  to  cx- 
cufe  me  the  application » 

As  I  am  a  Chriftian  I  would  now  wifli  to 
have  done  with  it ;  for  I  find  myfelf  getting 
1      ... 

before  they  would  admit  them  to  the  communion^-— A 
piece  of  Janfeniilicsil  rigour  not  requifite  in  the  Callican 
church. 

-■■■■■  into 
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anto  a  heat,  and  that  is  bad  for  the  digef- 
tion.  fiiit  yet  I  could  not  anfwer  it  to  my^ 
felf  not  to  fay  one  little  word  upon  a  cer- 
tain digreffion,  the  moO:  imperjttnent  in  the 
world  for  the  delign,  which  your  Reve- 
rence makes  in  page  50.  jind,  never* 
tbelefsj  preaching  tbusy  have  many  of  them 
come  to  a  mitre  !  As  if  mitres  were  made  for 
beads  Jluck  in  a  cowl !  Shall  we  continue  to 
ietjirangers  believe  that  this  happens  through 
any  fault  of  ours  ?  As  they  are  not  accujiomed 
to  fee  Friars  made  iijhops  except  in  Spain^ 
when  they  read  in  the  gazettes  that  the  king 
of  Spain  has  given  a  bijhoprick  to  a  Friar ^ 
tbey  think  that  for  want  of  epifcopal  ecclefi-^ 
aflics  the  king  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  confer  it 
on  a  friar 9  fince  there  are  none  who  carij  or 
nobo  deferve  to  be  made  bijhops  among fi  the 
graduates  or  fecular  clergy. 

O  let  them  fet  me  this  paragraph  with, 
precious  ftones  of  but  two  to  the  hundred 
weight,  whilft  I  blow  my  nofe,  for  I  feel 
a  defluxion,  and  the  affair  requires  it! 
X^ook  ye,  Father,  no  one  can  fpeak  with 
more  impartiality  than  I  upon  this  fubjedt  \ 
for  your  Reverence  is  to  know  that  I  am  ai 
poor  graduate,  I  have  not  my  head  fluck  in 
a  cowl,  and  I  cannot  be  a  bifliop.  What; 
roihifter  of  St.  Peter  de  Villagarcia  had 

F  3  ever 
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ever  a  mitrc^irrl  will  nqt  fay  fcitt  upon  his 
\tezd^  but  even  \n  his  fancy  ?  The  mod  wo 
have  had  here  has  been  a  dod^or  of  the  little 
univerfity  of  Siguenzai  or  fome  fuch  thingi 
ivho  has  conE)e  .to  be  a  con^mifTary  of  the 
^oly  ofEpe ;  and  a  yedry  was  palled  to  give 
)iim  a  Vitcr  *  paiptcd  in  red  ochre,  a  deT 
£gn  which  lyas  abandoned. becaufe  the  in « 
come  of  the  pari(h  could  not  pay  the  ex- 
pence.  A6  to  me,  I  u'as  graduated  in  the 
fanraus  uniyeriity  of  ValladQlidj  and  am  v^ 
phe|H)mepon  amongll  them.  Wbep  they 
hear  me  fay  I  was  a  competitor  for  the  ca^- 
fbedr^s/^X  prpfeiTorCbips  (if  at  any  time  I  fay 
|t)  the  l^ood  people  crofs  themfelves,  and 
not  a  few  of  them  ailc  if  cathedras  are 
things  .to  eat.  Let  your  Reverence  judge 
if  j*n  this  .fituation  and  with  fuch  a  title 
|Tiy  ide^s  muit  nqt  behunihley  and  if  I  cat) 
think  of  a  mitre !  With  a  little  prebend  of 
feven  or  eight  hqndred  ^  ducats  a  year,  I 

f  A  large  piece  of  ppp^r  infcribed  with  capital  let^ 
fcrs,  or  a  cahv^fs  on  which  the  letters  arc  pLtlnted,  conr 
lainiftg  «  Aiort  eulogy  of  fome  perfon)  with  his  name^ 
for  fomq  famous  merit,  and  hung  out  to  public,  Viaw : 
fomctiii^es  written  on  the  Church -walK  with  red  ochre  i 
•nd  alwap  faep;inhing  with  this  vord  Vi  roR-^-Conque* 
for !  Hero  !  Frpm  the  Latin  Victor.— as  an  intcrjcc* 

{ion.    4^cnce  too  a  verb  is  formed,  VvrOREAR,  to  cd* 
ebrace,  to  extol,  to  huzza, 
'   i^  Afcbvt  an  hundred  pounds  fter)uig« 

wouI4 
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would  not  change  conditions  with  a  patri« 
arch ;  and  tell  the  king  and  his  father  .con« 
feflbr  fo  from  me :  /or  whatever  they  two 
snay  think,  the  thing  is  done»  iince  as  to 
jny  part,  I  aiTure  you^  the  acceptance  is 
already  anticipated. 

This  bdng  prenaired,  teil  me  what  your 
Keverence  was  thinking  of  when  you  had 
the  hardinefs  to  write  the  firft  claufe  of  this 
pleafant  piaragraph,  And  nevertbelefs^  prmcb^ 
ing  tbuif  tave  many  eft  bem  come  to  a  mitre  t 
That  is,  the  mitre  has  been  attained  to  bj 
various  Baw/ers^  Ranters^  Mountebanks^ 
Parrots^  Madmen^  Preachers  $f  Herefj^  Sa^ 
vages  of  Europe 9  for  it  is  itbefe  who  f  reach 
tbus.  Thefe  haire  been  recommended 
by  the  Chamber  of  Caftile  to  be  bifhops^ 
confirmed  by  the  council  .tif  nobles  and  fa- 
ther coftfeiTor^,  and  nominated  by  the  king 
Co  the  micre !  Let  your  Reverence  draw  the 
confequehces  which  r^faltiirom  this,  for  I 
am  fomewhat  in  hafte,  and jny  attention  is 
called  to  the  claufe  which  follows:  as  if 
mitres  v)ere  made  for  beads  fiuck  in  a  cowH 
Is  it  fo?  That  mitres  are  not  for  heads  ftuck 
In  cowls,  nor  heads  ftuck  in  cowls  for  mi- 
Ires  ?  Then  dill  lefs  will  they  be  for  the  Red 
Hat,  and  ftill  much  lefs  for  the  Tiara.  And 
has  your  Reverence  counted  well  the  heads 

F4  which 
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which  from  the  coul  have  attained  to 
the  hat,  and  after  the  hat  have  been  co-i- 
vered  vt^ith  the  Tiarai  v^ithoat  taking  the 
many  others  into  the  account  which  have 
had  the  Tiara  clapped  on  ahnod  immedi<- 
ately  upon  the  cowl?  Has  your.  Reverence 
read  any  thing  of  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  ?  I 
fear  you  have  only  heard  that  there  is  a 
thing  in  the  world  lo  called ;  for  if  you  had 
but  once  faluted  it,  you  would  know  that 
for  almoft  two  hundred  year«  (others  fay 
three  hundred)  the  Tiara  fcarcely  departed 
from  the  Benedii^ine  cowl  of  the  Celebrated 
Monte  Cafino.  But  what  cowk  were  thofe! 
But  what  Tiaras  ! 

And  the  mitres  of  France,  were  they 
never  made  for  heads  A uck  in  a  cowl! 
Poor  intruder  in  Spain!  How  little  does 
he  know  his  own  hiftory  ?  Is  .your  Rcve*. 
rence  ignorant  then,  that  for  more  than 
three  ages  there  was  fcarcely  a  bifhop  in 
France  who  was  not  taken  from  the  cowl« 
hid.  in  the  celebrated  monafleries  of  Le^ 
rins, .  Pontigni,  Tours,  Fuente- Jean,  Cha-r 
Jis,  Mont*martre,  Ifla-barba,  Brou,  and 
innumerable  others,  as  well  Beqediftines 
as  Ciilertians,  not  to  reckon  Cluni  or  Cifr- 
tcr,  which  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
centuries  were   cal|ed    Les.Pepiniers    des 

Evcques, 


.PREFACE.  73 

Ev/quesy — the  Nurfcrics  for  Bi(bops  ?  Did 
you  never  read  in  your  hiftory  that  in  the 
twelfth  century  it  was  as  it  were  a  fettled 
thing  that  in. the  council  of  the  Clergy  and 
People  the  Abbots  of  Cifter,  whofe  order  . 
then  flouri(hed  with  the  greateft  rigour  of 
moft  exad  obfcrvance,  were  to  be  pror 
pofed  for  the  vacant  blQiopricks?  Have  you 
not  met  in  it  with  the  difficulty  the  clergy 
and  citizens  of  Bourges.  were  und^r  at  the 
death  of  their  archbi/hop  Sully,  becaufe 
there  then  jiourijhed  in  the  Ciftercian  order  Jb 
many  illujirious  members  that  the  ^ejy  multir 
tude  embarrajfed  them  in  their  choice  ?  Thefe 
are  the  words  of  the  hiftoryt  and  imply  a 
neceflity  that  the  eledlion  (hould  fall  upon 
one  of  that  order.  Tell  me,  thou  SpaqiQi 
Neophyte,  were  the  Martines,  the  Guil- 
lermos,  the  Luvines,  the  Eucherios  and 
,an  innumerable  number  of  French  bi(hops 
I  could  name,  canonized  and  not  canonized^ 
head«  ftuck  in  univerfity-caps  or  in  cowls  ? 
Your  Reverence  fays,  that  asjlrangers  are 
not  accuftomed  to  fee  friars  made  bijhops  exr- 
cept  in  Spain f  nvhen  they  read  in  the  gazettes 
that  the  king  of  Spain  has  given  a  bifhoprick 
to  a  friar  y  they  think  that  for  vmnt  of  epifr 
copal  ecclefiajiics  the  king  finds  himfeif  obliged 
to  confer  it  on  a  friar ^  fince  there  are  nome 

nvba 
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.  HO  ho  can^  or  "wbo  defer&e  to  be  mdde  bijhops  a^ 
mofigji  the  graduates  orfecular  clergy^  What! 
Are  not  Grangers  accudomed  to  fee  friars 
made  bi (ho ps»  except  in  Spain  ?  Are  there  no 

I ,  friars  made  biihops  in  Italy?  Are  there  none  in 
Germany  ?  Give  it  up,  Father,  for  the  love  of 
God.  Before  your  Reverence  had  publifhed 
thi^  proportion  would  it  not  have  been  better 
and  more  eafy  to  have  fettled  the  point  with 
yourfclf,  whether  or  no  there  were  at  this 
time  in  Germany  or  Italy  friars  habited  in  bi- 
fhops' robes,  than  to  wafle  your  natural  heat 
in  enquiring  if  twopr  three  thoufand  years 
ago  the  children  of  the  pagans. were  habited 
as  little  gods  and  goddefies  out  of  devotion, 
in  like  manner  as  the  children  of  CliriAians 
are  at  prefent  out  of  devotion  habited  as 
little  nuns  or  friars  ?  A  curious,  piece  of 
intelligence,  which  we  owe  to  the  indefa- 
tigable laborioufriefs  of  your  Reverence, 
but  of  which  we  were  not  in  fo  much  want 
(if  any)  as  your  Reverence  was  of  know«r 
ing  that  Grangers  are  much  accuftomed  to 
iee  friars  habited  4S  bifliops,  and  biHiops  ha-t 
bited  as  friars,  in  other  places^s  wel}  as  Spain^ 
But  to  cut  the  matter  (hort,  let  us  go  at 
once  to  the  root  of  it.  It  is  certain  then, 
my  good  father,  that  in  the  firft  age  of 
\\}%  inAitutibp  or  foiindation  of  Friars,  the 

bezels 
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^eads  iluck  in  .cowls  (if  there  were  cowls 

■ 

for  the  heads  of  tbofe  firfl  friars  to  beftuck 
in)  were  not  only  not  made  for  mitres,  nor 
vet  even  for  the  clerical  crown,  or  circle  of 
hzivi  becaufe  thofe  primitive  monks,  by  a 
general  rule,  neither  received  nor  v^iHied 
^o  receive  holy  orders.  They  were  all  as 
much  lay  perfons  as  the  n^others  who  bore 
-them,  except  here  and  there  one,  who  af- 
ter having  been  in  orders  retired  to  the 
monkifh  life.  This  was  not  owing  to  a 
want  of  .men  amongft  them  as  eminent  for 
•wifdom  and  learning  as  for  virtue,  but  be- 
caufe their  profound  humility  withheld 
/them  from  that  high  ftate.  If  your  Re^ 
iverence  would  be  thoroughly  inftru<3:ed  in 
•this  matter  you  have  but  to  read  Father 
Mabillon.  Thus  it  w^s  in  the  firfl  age  of 
the  mcHikifh  inftitution  and  profefiion. 

But  afterwards,  when  about  the  year 
390,  Pop?  Siricius  attentiyely  confidered 
the  great  good  of  which  the  church  was 
fiepr^ved,  and  the  great  advantages  it  might 
derive  from  the  promotion  of  grave,  cir« 
cumfped,  exemplary,  and  wife  monks, 
not  only  to  all  the  orders  but  to  all  the 
pffices  and  bene6ces  of  the  church,  after 
he  refleikcd  that  there  was  no  reafon  why 
the  particular  good^  v^rhich  humility  fug- 
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gelled  in  this  kind  of  life,  iliould  prevail 
pver  the  common  good,  and  finally,  after 
that  in  confcquencc  of  thefe  confiderations, 
in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Himerio, 
biihop  of  Tarragon,  he  tells  him. that  he 
may  not  only  ordain,  but  advance  to  all 
ecclefiaftical  offices. thofe  monks  who  ex- 
celled in  gravity,  dodripc,  purity  of  faith 
and  holinefs,  "  Monachos  guoque,  quos  ta^ 
men  morum  gravitas  &  vita  acjidei  injiitutio 
fan£la  commendatf  clericorum  officits  aggrega- 
ru'  it  is  pleafant  to  fee  with  what  bufy 
zeal  the  Bi(hops,  the  People,  the  Empe- 
rors, and  even  the  Popes  difturbed,  fo  to 
fpeak,  the  holy  quiet  of  monaderies  and 
deferts,  and  drew  from  them  the  exftatic 
Cenobites  to  be  placed  in  the  highcft  dig»- 
nities,  thinking  it  jufl  that  thofe  who  had 
fird  fandified  folitudes  and  cloifters  (hould 
afterwards  fandtify  the  public  and  thp 
world.  From  that  time,  and  for  many  ages 
after,  fcarce  were  there  any  other  than 
monks  feen  in  the  firft  feats  of  the  univert- 
fal  church,  as  well  in  the  Eaft  as  in  the 
Weft.  Your  Reverence  fees  now  if  mi^ 
fres  were  made  J  or  beads  Jiuck  in  a  cowL 

To  conclude,  J  beieech  your  Reverence 
in  all  fubmidlon  that  another  time  you 
-ipeddle  not  with  what  ypu  do  not  undcr^- 

ftand  a 
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ftrfnd ;  that  ydu  fhet^  more  jufticc  (fificc 
you  are  not  diipofed  to  (hew  favour)  to  the 
Spanish  nation ;  that  when  you  intend  to 
corredl  abufes,  you  fpeak  With  Icfs  univcr- 
fah'ty  j  that  you  treat  with  more  refpeft  the 
refolutions  of  the  king^  and  the  counfel  of 
his  prudent  confcflbrs  and  wife  miniftefs, 
and,  laftly  that  you  would  not  forget  this 
little  Spanifti  proverb,  He  that  has  glafs 
v)ind(yws  in  his  houfe  Jhould  not  throw  Jiones 
Mt  thofe  of  his  neighbour* 

But  that  your  Reverence  may  know  that 
I  proceed  with  candour,  and  do  not  cenfure 
for  the  fake  of  cenfuring,  I  will  tell  you 
ingenuoufly,  that  had  you  been  contented 
with  the  firft  part  of  your  coat  of  mail 
Preface  ♦,  and  con t rafted  the  fecbnd 
a  little,  without  meddling  with  the 
delicate  affair  of  the  biftiops  (infring- 
ing on  ancient  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  i)  with- 
out befpattering  all  the  king's  preachers 
and  particularly  thofe  del  numero^  and  with 
having  made  the  comparifon  of  the  two 
fermons,  French  and  Spanifli;  though  with 
the  parenthefes  and  gloffes  in  bald  Spanifh, 
which  you  add  to  the  latter^  we  (hould  not 

*  In  the  fenfe  in  which  the. author  has  ftyled  his  own 
Preface,  a  Preface  with  an  Helmetyi,  e.  a  doenceagainft 
ilnjuft  cenfure  upon  the  intention  of  the  work. 

have 
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have  quarrelled.  I  would  have  given  up  id. 
yoor  Reverence  the  two  fernnons  with  their 
two  preachers^  and  even  had  they  been  twd 
thouiand  fucb.  rather  than  we  (hould  have 
drawn  our  fwords.  For  indeed  your  Re- 
verence has  much  reafon  in  what  you  fay  of 
thofe  two  fermons  and  all  others  like  them  i 
Iperfedly  agree  with  you  in  this  :  and  ia 
the  fame  caufe  do  I  now  brandifli  my  pen 
2|ithis  writing,  with  an  endeavour  to  bani(h 
them#  not  only  froQi  Spain,  but  from  thtf 
world,  (ince  all  over  the  world  there  artf 
crazy  fellows  with  the  name  of  Preachers. 
If  the  ointment  of  Aaron  s  beard  cured  irt 
France  fo  many.  difor<lered  preachers,  as 
your  Reverence  faySt  I  am  not  without 
hopes  that  the  tallow  of  the  und^ftanding- 
of  my  Friar  Gerund  may  work  equal  mi* 
racles  in  Spain.  At  leail  I  (hall  have  great 
comfort,  if  after  hearing  fuch  a  fermoii,  as 
t^iere  are  too  many  of^  in  the  prefent  day# 
the  audience  (hould  cry,  Bravo^  Friar  Ge^ 
rundl  Father  Gerund  has  done  wonderfully 
to:^day.  I'be  Signior  Don  Gerund  bimjelf 
could  not  have  done  more, 

la  order  to  thi«,  my  good  reader,  (:blei^' 
me,  what  a  while  it  is  iince  we  talked  to-^ 
gether  !  I  beg  your  pardon,  bdt  this  fellow 
in  difguiifi  hindered  me  in  my  way^  v^  I 

was 
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^2ts  obliged  to  difpute  the  point  with  htm) 
in  order  to  this,  my  good  reader,  I  found 
it  indifpenfably  necefiary  to  quote  many 
texts  of  Holy  Scripture,  as  they  are  quoted 
by  the  Friar  Gerunds,  to  apply  them  as 
they  apply  them^  and  to  feem  to  onderftand 
them  as  they  underftand  them.  But  what  f 
Do  not  fuppofe,  not  even  jocularly  fuppofe, 
that  I  quote^  ^PPh  ^^  underftand  them  feri^ 
oufly  as  they  underftand  them.  1  have  prefent 
to  my  mind  as  \^clL  the  heavy  decree  of  the 
council  of  Trent,  as  the  Bulls  of  I*ius  V. 
Gregory  XIII.  Clement  VIIL  and  Alex- 
ander VII4  againJH  this  facrilegious  profana^ 
tioH.  I  proteft  that  I  would  fooner  burn  a 
thoufand  Frtar  Gerunds,  than  adl  in  oppo-' 
fition,  in  the  fligbtefl:  manner,  to  fo  facred 
as  well  as  fevere  a  prohibition.  But  it  was 
Hot.poflible  to  ridicule  the  preachers  who  fo 
mifcrably  and  ceafurably  infringe  it  without 
ridiculing  the  manner  in  which  they  handle 
the  facred  text,  and  confequently  without 
quoting  it.  Therefore,  whenever  you  meet 
with  any  part  of  holy  Scripture  ridiculoufly 
underflood,  and  flovenly  applied,  think  it 
done  with  a  delign  to  laugh  at,  corroft,  and 
confound  thefe  preachers,  and,  of  coqrfe, 
that  this  impiety  is  to  be  laid  to  their  ac- 
count and  not  mine.  Be  fure  to  obferw  this, 
4  as 
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as  it  IS  of  great  importance ;  fined  though 
in  truth  I  am  no  more  than  a  poor  pried,  as 
we  fay,  of  the  mafs  and  the  pot  * — and  that 
a  very  lean  one— -I  have  fome  fear  of  God 
before  my  eyes,  I  profefs  myfelf  fubjeflcd 
and  obedient  to  the  laws  of  the  church,  and^ 
to  clofe  all,  have  a  foul  in  my  body  which 
I  love  as  rii uch  as  his  can  be  loved  even  by 
a  Patriarch. 

•'  But  if  thou  art  no  more  than  what  thou 
fayeft  (this  is  your  laft  reply)  what  put  in 
thy  head  to  meddlo  with  other  people's 
matters,  and  fuch  matters  as  thefe !  Is  there 
a  great  want  in  Spain  of  mofl  learned,  moft 
zealous,  moft  erudite,  and  moft  maturely- 
wife  men,  who  might  take  upon  them  a 
charge  of  fo  much  gravity  and  importance  ? 
Whence  art  thou  on  a  fudden  enriched 
with  the  ftock  of  literature,  judgment^ 
criticifm^  knowledge,  and  wit,  neceflary 
for  fo  arduous  an  undertaking  ?  To  fay  no- 
thing of  the  authority,  titles,  fame  and 
credit  which  are  requiiite  ?  A  chaplain  of 
St.  Louis,  a  miniiler  of  St.  Peter  de  Vil- 
lagarcia,  a  Lobon,  ftuck  up  for  a  reformer 
of  the  Spanifli  pulpit !  A  Lobbn  !  Graci- 

•  A  fecular  prieft  living  in  a  houfe  of  his  own  ;  the 
regular  nil  liviiig  in  convents  and  monafterics  and  eating 
in  common. 

OUs 
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bus  Heaven  !  A  Lobbn !  We  of  his  ac^ 
^joaiDttance  koov  who  he  was !  A  Lob6n, 
^ho  in  thrte  or  four  fcrfncns  which  he 
preachcd^'^-^iui  ibme  of  thbm  on  the  rJbwnd 
^^eft  far  i)diind  him  all  the  piUl,  prAfcnt^ 
fature^  a&4  pofiibk  Friar  Qcruruis!  And 
this  fellow  trould  in&:ru&,  ns !  This  fellow 
would  reform  us !  This  fellow  (hall  take 
lipon  iiim  to  laugh  at  his  betters !  O  Times  1 
OManneris. 

Yet,  even  fo,  my  good  friend  and  rea- 
der ;  however  it  difpleafe  you,  it  is  even 
fo-  Yes,  this  very  Lobon,  who  was  all 
that  you  fay,  and  all  that  you  have  a  mind 
to  fay,  and  more  too,  if  you  are  not  con- 
tented, is  he  who  will  venture  upon  fuch 
an  undertaking  as  this*  To  convert  the 
world  Was  a  much  greater,  and  for  that^ 
iGod  did  not  avail  himfclf  of  tiniverfity- 
J)rofefrors,  but  of  a  handful  of  poor  fiflicr- 
men  :  for,  after  all,  my  friend,  the  fpirit 
bf  the  Lord  bloweth  where,  when,  and 
bn  whom  it  lifteth.  That  it  would  have 
been  done  much  better  by  almoU:  any  one 
than  by  me,  I  cannot  deny  j  but  as  I  hear 
multitudes  bewail,  and  no  one  fet  ab*but  to 
cure  this  corruption,  great  men  excufing 
thcmlclves  v/ith  this,  that,  and  the  other" 

Vol.,  L  G  reafon 
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reafon  I,  who  do  not  torment  myfelf  to  be 
greater,  and  who  cannot  be  lefs,  fpat  in  my 
hands,  gave  them  a  rub,  and  fet  them  to  the 
work  with  all  that  little  flock  with  which 
the  Lord  hath  blefied  me.  If  I  have  in  any 
wife  hit  the  happy  mean,  his  be  the 
glory ;  if  I  have  altogether  mifled  it,  give 
me  credit  for  the  good  intention.  And 
with  this,  farewell ;  for  faith,  I  am  tired 
with  fo  long  a  colloquy. 
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iUte  btrtb,  parentage,  and  Jirji  education  of 

Friar  Gerund. 

*  » 

CAMPAZAS  is  a  place  of  which 
Ptolemy  ha3  made  no  mention  izl 
his  Geography  J  probably  becaufehe 
had  no  knowledge  of  it^  owing  to  its  hav-* 
ing  been  founded  twelve  hundred  years  af-^ 
ter  the  death  of  this  illuftrious  geographer^ 
as  appears  by  an  ancient  inflrument  pre* 
ferved  in  the  famous  archives  of  Cotanes« 
It  is  (ituated  in  the  province  of  Campos» 
between  the  weft  and  the  north,  looking. 

G  2  diredlly 
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dire&ly  towards  the  eaft   from  that  part 
which  is  oppofite  to  the  fouth  *.     Cam- 
pazas  certainly  is  not  one  of  the  mod  ce- 
lebrated or  moft  populous  towns  of  Old 
Caftile,  but  it  might  be  fo ;  and  it  is  not 
its  own  fault  that  it  is  not  as  larg^  as  Mad- 
rid, Paris,    London,    or   Conftantinoplc*j[ 
it  having  been  clearly  proved  that  it  might 
have  been*  extended  ten  or  a  dozen  leagues 
towards  any  of  the  four  quarters,  without 
any  ithpedimetit  Whatever,  And  if  its  aoll 
renowned  founders  (whofe  names  are  not 
known)  inflead  of  contenting  themfclves 
with  raifing  in  it  twenty  oV  thirty  cottages, 
which  by  a  mifnomer  they  call  houfes,  had 
been  able,  and  been  willing,  to  build  two 
hundred  thoufand  fumptuous  palaces  with 
their  domes  and  turrets,  with  fqiiares,  foun- 
tains, obeliflcs,  and  other  public  edifices, 
without  doubt  it  might  have  been  at  thrs 
day  the  greateft  city  in  the  world.  I  know 
very  well  that  a  certain  modem  critic Tays 
this  could  not   have  been,    becaiife  ai  a 
league's  diftance  runs  the  river  we  call  Rio 
Grande,  by  which  the  town  in  this  place 
muft  neceffarily  have  been  feve/ed.    But-*- 
^hough  it  was  an  eafy  thing  to  have  flicked 

^  Which,  no  doubts  will  be  as  clear  to  the  tiader  a» 
^  author  intended  it  fiiould. 

up 
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up  all  the  water  of  the  river  with  fpunges^ 
.as  a  French  trayelUr  iofgrno^  os  i§  cu£^ 
^omary  in  iodoftan  and  at  Oraod  C^irg.; 
or  at  Ic^ft  to  have  drawa  pff  by  a  pneuma- 
tic cffgioc  a^l  the  ur  ami  foreign  p^rticl^s 
vbicii  mingle  with  thf  wat^r»  and  then 
tfaer£  fiercely  would  have  remauied  enough 
to  fill  f  vinegar  crei^t,  as  is  ff^^pnily  eK- 
perieoced  by  ibe  modera  phHoibph^rs  in 
die  Rhine  and  Rhose-r- 4)ut  what  incoa- 
venieoce  wouid  it  have  b^eo  that  the  Rio 
Graade  ihould  have  nin  through  thfi  city 
of  Ca^mpsutasy  Cutting  it  in  t^^  ?  Does  nqt 
the  Thames  do  So  with  l^o^pdoot .  the  MoU 
da  with  Prague,  the  Spree  with  Bfiflin^  tho 
£lbewiiDh  Dnefden^  and  thp  Tiber  wilii 
RojmCy  without  tiaefe  cities'  Ipfing  any  thi^ 
upon  that  account  ?  But  in  ihort  the  'dhtS- 
trious  £[>unciers  of  Campazas  did  not  cb.u& 
to  trouble  their  heads  with  thefe  n^atterSt 
and  were  contented,  fur  refifons  which 
might  be  well  known  to  themfelvqs»  with  . 
xaiiiDg  on  diat  ipot  luch  a  thing  ^s  about 
thirty  CQtt^ges  (according  tp  ^the  piofl  ap- 
proved Qpinion)  with  jtheir  pyramidal  roofs 
and  coverings  of  ftraw,  which  ipaike  one  of 
the  mqft  ^q^iciqus  poijxt$  of  .view  imagi- 
nable. 

G  3  Con- 
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Concerning  the  etymology  of  Campazaa 
there  are  very  different  accounts  in  authors^ 
Some  will  have  it  that  it  was  anciently 
called  Campazos^  to  denote  the  large  fields 
with  which  it  is  furrounded,  which  proba<r 
bly  gave  the  name  to  the  whole  province  of 
Campos,  whofe  weftern  point  commences 
in  that  part ;  and  this  opinion  is  fupported 
by  Anthony  Shearero,  Bias  Garliaketo,  Do-i- 
mingo  Sheepfoldos,  and  Pafqaal  Oniono^ 
'  diligent  invedigators  of  the  things  of  this 
province.  Others  infift  that  it  was  called^ 
and  ought  at  prefent  to  be  called,  Capazas, 
from  having  given  rife  to  the  ufe  of  the 
long  capas  or  cloaks,  which,  till  late  in 
this  century,  were  worn  inftead  of  the 
mantelets^  by  the  women  of  Campos» 
otherwife  called  tie  aunts;  drawing  the 
hood,  cut  in  a  fquare  form,  over  their 
heads,  and  wearing  fringes  half  way  up 
their  outer  petticoat,  which  was  the  great 
bravery  on  the  day  of  Corpus*  and  St. 
Roque,  or  when  tJbe  uncle  of  the  houfe 

*  The  day  of  Corpus,  or  the  day  of  God,  is  the  day 
on  which  the  inftitution  of  the  moft  holy  facrament  is 
celebrated  ;  the  day  of  St.  Roque,  that  of  the  birth  or 
martyrdom  of  a  faint  of  this  name,  who  is  highly  ve- 
nerated by  the  Spaniards,  or  at  leaft  whofe  teftival  is 
highly  honoured  by  them.  Thefe  are  perhaps  the  tvfo 
greateft  days  in  all  the  year.  The  majordomos  are  an* 
iwerable  to  our  ftewards  of  feafts. 

fcrvcd 
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ferved  any  majordomofhip.  To  this  opi- 
nion adhere  Cefar  Cloutycloakon^  Hugo 
C^pet,  Daniel  Coverall^  nor  is  it  materially 
diifen ted  from.by  Julio Caponi.  But  however 
as  t^is  affair  of  etymology  is  in  general  an 
erudition  ad IsAitumy  and  as  in  the  well  found- 
ed etymologies  of  St.  liidore  no  mention  is 
made  of  that  of  Campa^as^  we  /hall  leave 
the  curious  reader  to  follow  the  opinion  he 
moft  approves^  fince  the  truth  of  hiftory 
will  not  permit  us,  the  writers  of  it,  to  take 
part  in  what  is  undetermined  and  un« 
certain. 

In  Campazas  then,-*— for  fo  will  we  call 
it»  conforming  to  the  cuftom  of  the  beft 
faiftorians,  who  with  regard  to  places,  af- 
ter .having  labourioufly  pointed  out  the  an- 
cient,  make  ufe  of  the  modern  name — in 
Campazas  lived,  about  the  middle  of  the 
laft  century,  a  farmer,  who  was  called  the 
Rich  Man  *,  or  Tquire  of  the  parish,  be- 
caufe  he  had  two  yoke  of  labouring  oxen,  a 
pyed  mare,  two  carts,  a  long-legged  dap* 
pie  colt,  (but  mettlefome  and  nimble)  to 
carry   him   to  market,  a  flock  of  (heep, 

*  Rico  homhre^  formerly  a  title  of  high  dignity  and 
honour,  equivalent  to  the  prefent  duke  or  grandee; 
tjquire,  therefore,  is  the  leaft  tide  we  would  give  him. 
if  the  reader  thinks  that  the  Rko  ihould  be  continued 
to  him  he  mayfubftitutc  it  for  Tquire. 

G  4  half 
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bftlf  breeding  and   half  barren^    ^nd   hit 
koufe  was  didinguifhed  from  all  the  reft  io 
b^ing  the  only  one  which  had  a  covering 
of  tiles.     One  approached  it  by  a  largo 
court*yard^  flanked  with  piazzas,  in  the 
language  of  that  country  called  oK*ftaiisi| 
outhoufes,  &c.  covered  with  thatch  s  &iid 
over  the  door  of  the  houfe  projected  a 
coving  in  the  fbrm  of  ah  oppor  eye-lid 
when  it  hangs  horizontidly«  well  vvrhite-» 
waihed  on  the  iniid«^  and  being  ftreakedi 
at  diftances  with  fed  ochre,  it  looked  like 
the  ^irt  of  a.  difciplinant  on^  Maundy-t 
Thnrfday.      The  entry*    or  paffiige,  was 
beautified  in  the  iame  manner,  except  the 
daihes  of  ochre  j  and  every  Saturday  cam 
was  taken  that  its  face  was  waftied  with 
a  frt^  cofoictic.     Imcnediatdy  within  the 
entry^  on  the  left  hand>  in  that  part  of  the 
wall  which  faced  the  door  when  it  ftood 
epent  was  a  fide-board,  which  the  toatives 
call  a  fhelf,  whereon  diredly  prefented  it-* 
felf  to  thofe  who  were  about  to  enteri- 
the  whole  treafure  of  the  family ;  a  domn 
plates,  as  ihany  porringers,    three    large 
diihes,  all  of  the  bed  earthen  ware,  and  in 
the  middle  two  glafs  decanters  with  feet, 
a  circle  of  blue  near  the  mouth,  and  their 
handles    knobbed   or    denlelkted   like  a 

cock's- 
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uecV*  conlb.  On  *«b  fldp  of  »h&  iheif 
wis  4  juttrog'out  fxQm  the  wall,  foKd  to 
the  ground,  about  a  y^rd  high  and  a  foot 
ever,  the  fronts  and  fides  (meared  with 
ocfare^  and  the  furfices  whitened,  on  ^ch 
of  wbkh  wer9  niadl^  fb6r  rcmnd  (hallow 
cavities  for  the  r4cepttf>n  of  four  earthen 
pitchers^  thofe  on  om  fide  contaioing 
ipfiilg  w^ter  for  drinking,  and  on  th6 
Mher  riv^-*water  for  the  oi^afioas  of  thd 
houfc. 

On  the  right  haad^  a  litde  farther  oii  in 
the  .entry,  was  tfao  door  of  the  principal 
room  or  parlour,  which  was  good  twelve 
feet  f^uare,  with  its  alcove  of  feven  and  a 
half.  The  furniture  of  the  parlour  con^ 
fifted  of  fix  pi^ureis,  moil  choice  tones^ 
from  the  famous  St.  James's  ftreet,  (the 
Harp**alley)  of  Vafladoiid,  reprcfenting  a 
St.  George,  a  St.  Barbara^  a  St.  Jamts  on 
borfeback,  St.  Roque,  oiir  Lady  d<l  Car- 
men, and  St.  Anthony  the  abbot  with  his 
little  pig  by  his  iide;  a  table 'with  its 
coairfe  '  woollen  cloth  bordered  with  tufts 
and  fringes,  a  poplar  bench,  two  chairs^ 
cro&i-frained  like  a  pair  of  open  fcifiars, 
fuch  as  are  ufed  for  ceremony  in  the  old 
college  of  SaJia<maoca ;  another  which 
feemcd  to  have  been  of  cane,  fuch  as  arc 

in 
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in  prefent  ufe»  but  it  had  a  back  only*  for 
where  the  feat  (hould  be,  appeared  only  the 
frame ;  a  large  cheftj  and  jiear  it  a  lock-> 
lefs  portmateau-tranky  which  once  bad 
hair  upon  it.  Before  the  alcove  was  drawn 
a  gauze  curtain/  laced  >Vith  figured  ferret 
of  five  farthings  a  yard,  its  valance  filled 
pp  with  fcapularies  ^  run  with  red  rib-> 
bonSy  and  St.>There(as  of  clay,  in  their 
little  urns  or  troughs  of  pafte-board  covered 
with  flofs  filk  ;  all  which  were  diftributed 
and  appointed  'with  much  graces '  For  our 
'fquire  of  Campazas   w46  a  brother  -f-  of 

^;  *  Thcfe  fcapularies  are  two  littlp  fquarej^Ieces  of  cloth 
or  fluff,  no  bigger  than  an  hand  or  Icfs,  conncfted  by  a 
ribboti,  and  worn  roirtid  the  neck,  hanging  before  and 
^hindy  but  out- of  (ight,  by  lay- People  out  of  devotioa 
to  the  order  they  are  related  to»  with  a  badge  of  which 
they  are  fometimcs  wrought. 

.  The  fcapulary^  which  makes  a  part  of  Tar ious  reli- 
gious habits,  is  a  breadth  of  cloth  or  fluffy  hanging  over 
every  thing  elfe  from  the  neck  to  the  feet,  both  before 
and  behind,  with  an  hole  in  the  middle  to  put  the  head 
through. 

+  Thefe  brothers  are  of  great  ufe  to  the  religious  ott 
dcrs,  as  will  be  feen  in  thefequel,  being  generally  very 
charitable  and  hofpitable  to  them  \  and  in  retorn  they  aro 
intitlcd  to  certain  indulgences,  of  great  confequencci 
fuch  as  eating  flefli  on  fome  fail  days,  &c.  which  have 
been  granted  by  the  pope  to  the  order ;  and  likewife  to 
the  fruit  of  the  prayers  and  penances  of  every  friar  be- 
longing to  it.  Hence  the  whimfical  proverbial  faying, 
yofoi€l  culo  dilfrAtli^  I  am  made  a  friar|s  a —  of;  faid  by 
him  on  whom  hardfhips  are  impofed  for  the  advantage 
of  others.   **  It  is  an  unworthy  phrafe,  (fays  the  Madrid 

di£lionary) 
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many  religious  focieties^  whofe  letters  of 
admiffion  be  kept,  not  out  of  fightj  but 
iluck  againft  the  wall.  Tome  with  wafers 
and  others  with  chewed  bread,  in  the 
fpaces  between  thefe  Harp-alley  pictures; 
and  when  the  reverend  fathers,  or  other 
friars  who  had  been  confefTors  to  nuna^ 
were  entertained  in  bis  houfe,  fome  of 
them  gave  to  the  aunt  Catania  (fo  was  the 
fquire's  wife  called)  but  more  (o  her  daugh- 
ter Petrona,  who  was  a  plqmp  girl  of  no 
bad  appearance,  thefe  pious  trifles  in  ac« 
fcnowledgment  of  their  hQfpitality,  recom- 
mending devotion  to  them,  and  fetting  forth 
the  benefit  of  the  indulgences  granted 
to  their  refpedtive  focieties. 

For  nty  fins  had  I  like  to  have  forgotten 

the  moft  highly  valued  pieces  of  furniture 

in  all  the  room.    And  theie  were  the  T^be^ 

feu  printed  uppn  crimfon  tafFety,  of  a  cer- 

diftionary)  though  much  ufed,  being  taken  from  the 
piety  with  which  theJ  religipos  undertake  to  do  penance 
for  the  (ins  of  their  neighbours." 

Gf  fuch  people  as  this  farqier  of  Campazas  are  the 
majordomos,  ju/l  mentioned,  generally  made,  ekfled 
yearly  by  this  kind  of  lay-brethren  of  the  order.  A  ma* 
jordomo  is  the  chief  manager  of  afeftiv^l,  appoints  and 
pays- the  preacher,  bears  the  expence  of  proceflious,  fo- 
lemn  mafs  with  mufic,  dinner,  &c. 

The  conventual  lay-brother,  which  is  a  diftin^  kind, 
diners  little  from  a  domeftic  fervaut. 

» 

that 
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tain  aA  which  had  been  defended  in  the 
irollege  of  St.  Gregory  of  Valladoltd,  by  a 
brother  of  the  fquire,  who  having  been 
the  firft  member  of  the  celebrated  college 
of  8t.  Froylan  of  Leon^  which  is  related 
to  many  of  the  fmailer  colleger  of  Sala* 
manca,  was  afterwards  a  penfioner  *  in 
that  of  St.  Gregory ;  he  came  in  time  to 
be  the  gymnafiarc  or  chief  tutor^  an  im- 
portant p^ft,  which  he  merited  by  his  la- 
borious ftuily  I  he  then  obtained  by  hie  ex-- 
ertifes  of  con^petttion,  *he  vicarage  of  y^- 
jos  and  €e6&//as  in  the  bifhdprick  of  Avila» 
and  died  in  the  flower  of  his  a^e^  having 
3ikewijSb  paffijd  jthe  firft  trials  for  the  rcdlory 
ofFerraco*.  In  memory  of  this  ^oft  learned 
mian,  the  ornameMof  the  famUy,  were  the 
faid  tbefes  preierved  in  a  de^l  fjraixie^  black- 
ened with  printer's  ink  s  and  there  was  a 
tradition  in  the  family^  that  having  in- 
tended to  dedicate  them  firft  to  a  bi(hop» 
afterwards  |o  a  nobleman,  and  then  to  a 
judge,  they  all  excufed  themfelves,  becauiib 
they  fmelled  an  cjcpedtation  of  reward; 


•  A  boarder,  one  living  at  his  own  cxpcncc. 

•'  j^os^  CfMlaSy  and  Virraco  :  there  arc  .places  of  thcfe 
pan]es  in  Spain  ;  but  the  two  firft  words  fignifjr  likewife 
garlidc  and  onions,  and  the  laft  a  boar- pig,  which  gives 
9i  ludicrous  equivoque  in  the  original. 

upon 
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ajpbn  which  the  dcfpairihg  gytnriaiiatc  (my 
aont  Catania  dways  caHed  him  the  Herv^ 
Jfarc)  dedicated  them  t6  the  Holy  Chrift  ^ 
of  Villaquexida,  the  expence  being  borns 
by  Wn  uncle  of  his»  a  coaimifiary  of  the  ia^ 
quifition. 

Hi^  brother  the  Yquire  of  Campazast 
who  had  been  a  ftudent  at  Vilkgarcia^  and 
had  attained  to  the  fotu-th  ciaTs,  or  that  ih 
which  the  Ufe  and  cbn£lru£l:bh  of  the  parts 
of  fpeech  are  taught,  knew  by  heart  the 
dedication  he  had  prepared  for  either  of 
the  three  Mecenafes  who  would  have  ac-^ 
cepted  of  it  1  for  the  gymnifiarc  had  feMC 
it  to  him  from  Valladolid^  afluring  hitn 
that  it  wits  the  performantre  of  a  youn^ 
friar.  One  of  thofe  who  arc  called  *  col-* 
legiate  fatliers;^  who  dealt  in  d&dicaitioas* 
orations,  arguments  for  the  fchools,  &c« 
as  he  was  one  of  the  moil  fur&ous  and 
thundering  Latimfts  that  were  ever  known 
till  then,  and  who  had  got  much  tnon^, 

t  The  number  of  Chrffts  and  our  Ladies  in  tlic  dburch 
of  Rome  is  almofl  coundefs,  and  may  be  extended  to 
infinity ;  as  any  one  who  has  ability  to  endow  a  chapel^ 
found  a  feftival,  or  ttc&  a  ibtne,  may  fnalie  dne  #iih 
ti'hat  title  he  pleafes. 

♦  One  of  thofe  who  has  finifticd  his  ftudics  of  frfir-i 
tdfophy  and  divinity,  and  is  waiting  for  a  tacancy  df  a 
mafter*s  chair  to  be  a  candidate.foi  It. 

fnaff. 
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fnuff,  handkerchiefs,  and  chocolate  in  this 
kind  of  traflic  ;  for  injhort  (faid  the  gym-* 
Jiafiarc  in  his  letter)  the  Latin  of  this  Friaf 
is  a  very  intoxication^  and  bisfonorous  phrafes 
are  a  Babylon :  therefore  fcarce  bad  the  Tquire 
read  the  dedication,  eroding  hinxfelf  and 
aftonifhed  at  its  elegance,  but  he  refolved 
to  get  it  by  heart,  which  he  compafTed  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  retiring  every  day 
behind  the  church  which  flood  out  of  the  • 
village  for  the  fpace  of  four  hours :  and 
when  he  had  perfectly  learned  it,  he  quite 
frightened  the  clergy  of  the  neighbourhood 
jrho  ailembled  at  the  feaft  of  the  patron 
faint^  and  likewife  thofe  who  went  on  the 
pilgrimage    of    Villaquexida,    fometimes 
pouring  it  all  out,  and  other  times  fprink- 
ling  the  fare  with  it  at  the  tables  of  the 
majordomos«     And  as  the  fly  rogue  never 
let  any  one  know  whofe  performance  it 
was,  they  all  took  it  for  his  own,  by  which 
he  palled  amongfl  all  their  reverences  on 
this  fide  the  Rio  Grande,  and  even  amongft 
all  thofe  of  the  Defert  *,  for  the  moft  re* 

•  The  Defert^  Paramo :  though  the  ftrifl:  meaning 
of  this  word  is  deferti  it  is  not  to  be  underllood  in  ita 
moft  rigorous  fenfe,  but  as  fignifying  the  moft  open  and 
leaft  cultivated  part  of  the  province  of  Campos,  that 
which  lay  on  the  other  fide  the  Rio  Grande,  or  great  rn 
ver,  from  Campazas  i  for  there  arc  farms  and  even  towns 
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doubted  grammarian  that  Villagarcia  had 
ever  turned  out :  infomuch  that  feme  went 
fo  far  as  ,  to  fay  he  knew  more  Latin  than 
Taranilla  himfelf,  that  famous  Domine, 
whofe  tempeftuous  and  incomj)fehen(ible 
Latin  ftunned  all  the  region  of  Campos  ^ 
witnefs  that  famous  piece  of  it,  with  which 
"he  examined  his  fcholars,  beginning  thu9, 
Palenttam  fneaji  quh^  which  fomc  of  them 
conftrued,  '« If  any  one  piflcs  in  Palencia \* 
but  as  this  did  not  found  well,  and  might 
give  offence  to  the  people  of  the  place  *, 
and  as  it  was  not  probable  that  the  Do- 
mine Taranilla,  in  every  thing  modeft  an#* 
circumfpe£t,  and  much  given  to  pdftericRr 
application,  (hould  fpeak  with  indecorum 
of  a  city  upon  fo  many  accounts  refpefl:- 
able,  other  of  his  fcholars  conftrued  it  in 
^is  manner  yji  quis  mea^  ^'  my  little  one,** 
•7  ^^(wnderftood)  "flee,"  Palenttam^  "from 
Palencia.'*  On  all  thefe  did  the  merciiefs 
Tapanilla  lay  inceffant  whippings  j  becaufe 
the  firft  loft  all  refpe<ft  to  the  city,  and  the 

in  this  defert,  though  not  fo  numerous  as  in  the  other 
pgrt  of  the  province.  However,  el  Paramo  feems  to  be 
ufed  bv  the  author  with  an  humourous  idea,  which 
would  be  loft  in  tranflating  it  by  a  term  lefs  ftr ong  than 
the  Defert. 
*  There  is  a  city  of  this  name  in  Leon. 

fecond 
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fecbnd  he  thought  banttred  hina  ;  beddcii 
that  by /either  coo{lru<!tt6fi  he  mud  bi 
fuppofed  capable  of  cnaking  Latin  filled 
with  folecirms.  TiU  at  U(k^  ciftcr  having 
puzsited  the  whole  fchooU  as  lio  one  g&ve 
into  the  recondite  ienfe  of  tbt  emphatic 
daufe>  the  domine,  taking  out  his  fnuff^ 
box>  givi^  twb  tapis  Upon  the  lid>  c^ieriiig 
dkc  devoted  griins  intefo^ittedly  to  his  bcf^ 
triU,  by  which  ihcy  were  drawn  in  witH 
the  ^ateft  guil»  arching  his  cye«>brows» 
hollowing  his  voices  and  fnufSing  with 
much  fedate  cdi&diCact,  vouch  fafed  to  coO'^ 
ftrue  it  in  his  <)wn  way—- Afw,  *'  go/'  JS 
pits,  "  if  thou  art  ablc^"  Ba/^uttam,  "  to 
Palencia/*  Th«  boy*  \tere  tfiundcrftnick^ 
looking  at  each  otiaicr  with  mdch  aiAohilh*^ 
tnent  at  the  profbi!ii;id  knowledge  of  their 
doming ;  for  though  it  is  truc»  the  thing 
rightly  coniidcrtsds  that  there  w^ere  in  his 
con(lru6tion  aliiaoH  as  teany  cibfardities  aiS 
words ;  z^meo  does  fiot  iigaify  to  go  aa^ 
'how»  but  to  go  Foiilid  about,  nitiandcrtngt 
nor  queo  to  be  able  in  any  manner^  but  to 
be  able  with  difiicuky  ;  yet  the  poor  boys 
did  not  underftand  thcfc  niceties  i  nor  in*^ 
deed  is  the  penetrating  into  the  propriety 
of  the  various  fignilicaiions  which  corref- 
pond  to  verbs  and  nouns  that  appew  (y- 
7  nonimoui 
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nonimousy  and  are  not  £0,  a  bufinefs  for 
beardlefs  graoimarians^  nor  even  for  their 
teachers. 

Now  as  the  clergy  of  the  Defcrt  were 
not  much  initiated  into  thefe  myfteries,  they 
held  Tarranilla  for  the  Cicero  of  his  age  ; 
and  when  they  heard  the  fquire  of  Cam-* 
pazas  repeat  the  fonorous  dedication!  they 
fet  him  two  cubits  higher  than  Taranilla 
himfelf.  And  as  the  greateft  part  of  the 
hiftorians  who  have  written  on  the  affairs 
of  our  Friar  Gerund  agree  that  this  fame 
dedication  had  a  great  fliare  in  the  forma^ 
tion  of  his  delicate  and  exquifite  tafte,  it 
may  not  be  befide  the  purpofc  to  give  it 
place  immediately ;  left  in  the  courfe  of 
this  true  hiftory  it  may  be  forgotten  thro* 
the  heat  of  the  narration. 
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In  wbicb^  without  performing  the  promife  of 
tbefrjlf  other  matters  are  handled. 

THUS  ran,  then,  the  recondite,  ab- 
Arufe,  and  be*  deviled  dedication, 
the  titles  being  omitted  which  the  gymna- 
fiarc  did  not  think  proper  to  tranfcribe. 

HaStenus  me  intra  vurgam  animi  litefcentis 
inipitum  tua  heretudo  injiar  mibi  luminis  exti^ 
mandea  denormam  redubiare  compelletfed  an^ 
tijlar  gerras  meas  anitas  diributa  &  pofarti^ 
turn  nafonem  quaji  agredula :  quibufdam  la-' 
cunisy  baburram  Jlridorem  averruncandas  ob'- 
Idtero.  Vos  etiam  optimi  viri,  ne  mihi  in 
anginam  vejira  htfpiditatis  arnanticataclum 
carmen  irreptet.  At  rabiem  meam  magico" 
per  tit :  cicurefque  confpicite  ut  alimones  meas 
carnatoreis  quam  cenfianes  extetis.  Igitur 
€onramofenfu  meam  returem  quamvis  vafcu^ 
lum  Pieridem  aSiutum  de  vobis  lampnnam 
comtulamjpero.  Adjuta  namque  cupedia  pre^ 
fumentis  jam  non  exippitandum  Jibi  effe  con- 
jeSiat.  Ergo  benepedamus  me  hac  pudori  ci^ 
timum  collocari  cenfete.  ^am  f  hac  non 
tnpergt  epcfi(erin(  nfcfratebunt  qua  balluci^ 
•  narif 
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k^ri,  vel  ut  vovtnator  adduSusfum  voti  vobit 
damiumufque  ad  exodium  vttulanii  is  cobac^ 
mentutn.  ^is  enm  m^niAium  &  ndn  mur-^ 
^ijfonem  fabula  autumabit  quam  mentorem 
txfaballibit,  attibuam^  unde  favorem  exfre^ 
bruate :  fdlibrem  ut  applaudam  armonie  ten^ 
fore  a  me  velut  umbrone  colkSlam  adoreos  ve^ 
ritatis  infiruppas. 

This  is  the  famous  dedication  which 
'the  gymnafiarc  of  St;  Gregory's;  vicar  of 
Ajos  and  Cebdllas^  and  in  eleftion  to 
the  reftory  of  Verraco,  fent  from  Vallado- 
lid  to. his  brother  the  'fquire  of  Campa- 
zas:  which  after  having  run  through  the 
moft  celebrated  univerflties  of  Spain  with 
the  applaufe  it  merited,  pafTed  the  Pyre- 
nees and  penetrated  France,  where  it  wai 
received  with  fo  niuch  edimation^  that 
they  preferve  in  print  a  punctual,  e?cadt^ 
and  minute  genealogical  account  of  all  the 
hands  through  which  the  MS.  defcended^ 
with  the  very  moles  and  marks  of  its  pof^ 
feflbrs>  till  it  fell  into  thofe  of  the  curfed 
tnlarger  of  the  Menagianat  who  printed  it 
in  the  fir  ft  volume  of  the  four  which  he 
fpoiled  with  his  ihofl  impertinent  notes, 
fcholia>  and  additions.  lb  is  faid  then, 
by  this  fcholiafl  of  my  fins,  that  the  firft 
MS4  copy  that  vi^as   known  to   arrive  in 

Ha    '  France^ 
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France,  was  pofTefled  by  Jean  Lacurna,  i 
notable  man  and  bailiff  of  Arnaidel-t)u« 
que ;  that  it  went  afterwards  to  the  learned 
Saumaife;  and  from  him  was  inherited  by 
his  eldeft  fon  Claude  Saamaife,  who  died 
at  Beaune  in  the  34th  year  of  his  age  on 
the  18th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  1661  ^ 
that  upon  the  death  of  Claude  it  was  added 
to  the  library  of  Jean  Baptifle  Lantin,  a 
eounfellor,  who  was  joint  legatee  Wkh 
another  counfellor  to  the  MSS.of  Saumaife : 
and  that  Jean  Baptifte  Lantin  bequeathed 
it  to  his  fon  the  Sieur  Lantin^  counfellor 
^at  Dijon. 

All  this  is  very  well ;  punflual,    mi- 
nute, exadt ;  for  it  is  plain  that  it  would 
have  been  a  great  lofs  to  the  republic  of 
Jetters  if  it  had  not  been  known  with  all 
individuality,   through  what  hands,  from 
father  to  fon,  fo  important  a  manufcript 
had  paffed :  and  had  all  invefligators  been 
as  diligent  and  minute  as  this  moft  learned 
and  exa£t:  enlarger,  there  would  not  be  at 
this  day  fuch  difputes  and  fuch  a  to«do  a- 
mongft  our  critics  about  who  was  the  real 
author  of  "  The  Flea"  of  the  Licentiate 
Burguillios,  which  fome  attributed  to  Lope 
de  Vega ;  and  others  to  a  friar,  led  into  the 
miflake,  undoubtedly,  becaufc  at  the*  end 

of 
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of  the  MS.  from  which  the  firft  imprclBon 
was  made  in  Seville^*  were  thefe  letters, 
Fr.  L.  d.  V.  fuppofing  the  Fr.  ftood  for 
Friar,  things  asdifierent  and  diftindt  in  thelA- 
felves  as  poffible,  as  the  ^trj  chiMren  of 
Malabar  ^  can  tell  you  ;  nor  would  there 
have  been  tho£:  pitched  battles  fought  in 
England,  the  beginning  of  this  cenrury,  be- 
fween  two  wife  antiquaries  of  the  univer-* 
&ty  of  Oxford  upon  the  origin  of  fpurs^ 
and  the  primitive  invention  of  faddle-bags, 
both  grounding  their  opinions  upon  two' 
nunufcripfls  .which  were  in'  the  library  of 
the  fame  aniverfity,  but  wichdut  its  betrtg' 
known  at  w^at  time^  or  by  Whom  they 
bad  been  introduced  into  it,  which  was 
the  decifiyie  poiot  to  have  refolved  the 
queftion* 

But  if  thanks  are  due  to  the  enlarger  of 

the  Menagians  upon  this  account,  I  cannot 

give  them  upon  an  other  account ;  becaufe 

with  his  chronology  upon  the  mftnufcript 

,     •  •     *  •  » 

*  Meanings  the  moft  ignorant  of  all  children  ;  much 
of  tberefufe  of  Spain,  ^s  of  every  other  mother«coun- 
try,  being  fent  to  its  fetilcments  abroad;  In  the  fame 
idea  we  meet  further  on  in  the  work,  with  Malabar  Au- 
thors, and  il£z/tf^ar' Preachers,  It  is  proverblallv  applied 
to  any,4fnara£ler,  but  was  taken 'probably  at  nrft  from 
the  mii&onaries  fent  thither  moft  curioufly  qualified  to 
teach  religion,  enlighten  the  underftanding,  and  improve 
tbc  heart. 
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of  the  Dedication  he  embroils  me  in  an 
hiflorical  difficulty,  which  I  do  not  know 
how  to  difengage  myfelf   from,  without 
committing  an  anacronirm-— an  hard  Greek 
word»    which    figniiiefi    a     contradiction 
in   the  computation   of  time.     Moniieur 
the  Enlarger  fays,  that  Claude  Saumaife 
died  in  the  year  1661,  and  that  when  the 
MS.  came  to  him,  it  had  already  pafled 
through   two   other  hands,  to  wit,  thofe 
of  his  father,   the  learned  Saumaife,  and 
thofe  p{  the  baili^  Jean  Lacurna  ;  and  it  is 
very  obfervable  that  he  does  not  fay  it  paiT- 
ed  from  hand  to  hand  as  the  Gazette,  or  the 
Almanac  of  Torres  is  wont  to  pafs,but  gives 
it  fufficiently  to  be  underftood  that  it  was 
by  way  of  inheritance,. and  not  of  donation 
inter  'pivos.     This  being  fuppofed,  it  is  as 
clear  as  water  that  the  Dedication   was 
known  in  France  fo  early  as  the  year  1600, 
it  not  being  much  to  allow  fixty  years  to  the 
Sieur  Lacurna,  and  twenty  or  thirty  to  Sau- 
maife ;  for,  though  it  {hould  be  faid  th^t 
they  were  both  born  at  the  fame  time,  it  is 
not  probable  diat  any  private  man,  however 
learned  he  might  be,  (hould  live  fo  long 
as  a  bailiff,  even  though  this  bailifffhip  in 
France  fignify  little  more  than  the  con- 
ftablefhip  of  ^  parifh ;  but,  in  (hort,    in 

7  ^^. 
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the  fight  of  God,  the  bailiff  of  Arnai  was 
as  much  a  bailiff  as  that  of  Lora.  And  atf 
we  have  faid,  or  at  lead  fuggefted,  in  the 
hcginning  of  this  true  hiftory,  that  the  De- 
dication was  compofed  by  a  collegiate  fa«' 
ther  who  fludied  in  Valladolid  when  the  laft 
century  was  already  pretty  mucb  advanqed^ 
fuppofing  that  no  mention  is  made  till  the 
middle  of  it,  of  the  Tijuire  of  Campazas, 
in  the  annals  of  that  poffible  city,  and  that 
it  was  fent  to  him  by  his  brother  the  gym- 
nafiarc,  how  was  it  poflible  that  it  fhould 
foe  known  in  France  fo  early  as  the  yea; 
1600? 

To  folve  this  difficulty,  there  is  no  other 
way  than  by  faying,  that  the  collegiate  fa- 
ther might  have  read  this  (lupendous  piece, 
in  fome  little  French  Book,  and  palmed  it 
upon  the  good  gymnafiarc  as  his  own  work^ 
for  thcfe  tricks  we  fee  played  at  every  turn 
in  our  own  times,  not  a  few  of  thofe  who  arc 
called  authors,  and  who  appear  to  be  ho- 
ncft  men,  when  their  "  Life  and  Mira- 
cles'* *  are  afterwards  examined  into,  being 
found  to  be  little  dirty  fcribblers,  who, 
flealing  from  this  and  that  quarter,  come 
out  in  a  night's  time  in  the  gazette  with 
the  pompous  titles  of  Matbematiciany   Phi^^ 

♦  Tbi.Lifi  and  iitrachs  of,  6fr,  is  the  couftant title 
(o  tlKir  numerous  hiftories  of  Saints. 

H  4  lolo^er^ 
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lologer,  Phihfopber^  EleSlrician^  Proto-critia% 
Anti-fyJiematiCf  when  after  all  they  are  no 
piorc  in  reality  than  true  Panto^^mimics. 

But,  leaving  this  point  undecidedi  what 
cannot  before  God  and  in  confcicnce  be 
forgiven  in  this  moft  impertinent  Enlarger, 
IS  the  unjuft  and  infipid  criticifm  which^ 
•  he  makes  upon  the  faid  Dedic;ation,  treating 
it  as  the  moft  perverfc,  ridiculous,  arid  ex- 
travagant thing  imaginable,  and  adding 
that  the  language,  though  it  feems  to 
found  like  Latin,  is  of  a  barbarous,  mon- 
'ftrous,  and  favage  Latinity,  But,  with 
leave  of  his  furHnefs,  I  fl^all  tell  him  flatly 
to  his  face>  that  he  does  not  know  what  is 
your  true  Latin,  and  that  it  is  plain  he  ncr 
ver  in  his  life  faluted  the  Chrifts  in  genuine 
Latinity ;  for,  I  give  him  to  know  that  nei- 
ther Cicero,  nor  Quintilian,  nor  Titus  Li- 
vius,  nor  Salluft,  ever  made  fuch  a  thing, 
or  were  ever  capable  of  making  it.  And 
as  to  what  he  adds  with  a  fneer,  that  though 
in  this  moft  polifhed  Dedication  are  to  be 
found  fome  fuch  words  as  are  met  with 
in  the  gloftes  of  Ifodore  and  Papias,  and  in 
the  coUedtion  of  Du  Cange,  yet  that  he 
is  much  miftaken,  or  there  is  not  a  tranQa- 
tor  fo  ingenious  as  to  give  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  whole,  I  anfwcr,  that,  to  con- 

4  vince 
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vince  him  how  much  he  is  indeed  miftaken. 
the  fame  collegiate  father  who  gave  the  De«» 
dication  in  Latin  to  the  gymqafiarc,  whe- 
ther it  was  his  own  or  another's  compofi- 
tioDf  gav^  it  him  llkcwiic  turned  into  fine^ 
flowing;  natural,  clear,  perfpicuous  Spa-- 
nifh,  as  is  feen  by  an  authentic  copy  fbun^ 
in  the  book  in  which  the  Tquire  of  Cam- 
pazas  kept  account  of  his  labourers'  wages 
and  his  (heep*ikins.  But  we  forbear  the 
tranfcriptionof  it^  as  it  is  to  be  apprehended 
the  reader  will  be  fatisfied  with  the  Latin. 
But  if  he  fhould  not  let  him  read,  whicl^ 
will  do  as  well,  the  dedication  of  —  to  the 
— •,  or  the  dedication  of -r-i  to  the  mod  no- 
ble — ,  or  that  of  —^  to  the  right  honoura- 
bly -^,  $cc^  A;c.  &c. 
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In  iDbtcb  the  promife  oftbejirji  is  profecutedn 

THIS  Yquirc  of  Campazas,  full  bro- 
ther to  the  gytnnafiarc,  was  called 
Antony  Zotes,  a  family  rooted  in  Campos, 
but  fpread  all  over  the  world,  and  fo  fruit- 
fully propagated,  that  there  is  not  to  be 
found  a  kingdom,  province,  city,  town, 
village,  or  even  farm-houfe  in  which  the 
Zotes^  or  the  family  of  the  Blunderheads  *, 
do  not  fwarm  like  peas  in  a  porridge-pot- 
Antony  Zotes  was  a  farmer,  as  we  have 
faid,  in  tolerable  circutndances  i  a  man  for 
old  ewe-mutton,  .hung-meat,  and  houfe- 
faold  bread,  on  ordinary  days,  with  a  leek 
or  onion  for  defert  j  beef  and  faufages  on 
feaft-days;  a  rafher  ufually  for  breakfaft  and 
fupper,  though  for  the  latter  now  and  then 
a  dice  of  meat  with  fome  oil  and  vinegar  ; 
the  meagre  fluff  made  from  water  pafTed 
through  the  fqueezed  grapes  was  his  ufual 
beverage,  except  when  he  had  in  his  houfe 

♦  To  which  the  Spanifli  word  Zote  (in  the  fingular) 
is  equivalent.  Perhaps  from  the  Saxon  jO'r,  whence 
our  Vor4>  fat«    Johnfon. 

anv 
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any  of  the  reverend  brotherhoodt  efpeci- 
gUy  if  he  was  of  confideration  in  his  order, 
for  then  he  would  fet  ppon  the  table  wine 
of  Villamaaan,  or  of  the  Defert,  a  boun- 
tiful difpofition  in  appearance,  but  at  the 
bottom,    rather  than  not,  fufplcious,    en* 
vious,  interefted,  and  haggling  5  in  ihort, 
a  true  legitimate  bonus  vir  de  campis.     His 
ftature   middling,  but  well  fet  and  (lout ; 
his  head  large  and  round,  a  narrow  fore- 
head, fmall  eyes,  unequal,  and  fomewhat 
fubtle ;  fhort  locks  after  the  cullom  of  the 
Defert,    and  not  flowing  and  confiflorial 
like  thofe  of  the  tax-gatherers  of  Salaman« 
ca;  broad-(houldered,  ilefhy,  freQi-colour- 
cid,  and  wrinkled.     Such  was  the  inward 
and  outward  man  of  the  uncle  Anthony 
Zotes.     Though    he   had  attained  in  his 
youth  to  the  fourth  clafs  of  his  fchool  with 
^n  intention  of  taking  orders  (for  it  it  faid 
that  there  was  a  chapelry  *  in  the  family 
which  would  have  come  to  him  upon  the 
death  of  an  uncle  of  his,  the  chief  prieft 
of  Villaornate)  yet  a  girl  of  the  place  put 
in  her  plea  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  in  the  end,, 
my  uncle  Antony  foutid  it  neceflary  to  be- 
fake   himfelf  to  the  church,  not  for  the 
(ervice  of  the  choir  or  the  altar,  but  to  be 

*  Equivalent  to  a  living* 

joined 
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j^oined  in  holy  wedlock.     Nqw  the  thing 
happened  on  this  wife. 

He  was  ftudying  at  Villagarcia,  and  al-p* 
ready  in  the  fourth  clafst  as  has  been  faid^ 
in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  hi*:  age.  The 
fortnight's  vacation,  for  the  Holy  and  Eaftcr 
weeks  arrived,  and  he  went  home  to  his 
own  town,  as  is  th^  cuflom  for  ail  the  ftu- 
dents  whofe  home  ia  within  diilance.  The 
devil,  who  never  fleeps^  tempted  him  to 
play  the  penitent  on  Maunday-Thurfday  *  ; 
for  as  our  young  fludent  was  now  well* 
fbot  up  and  his  beard  grown,  he  looked 
lovingly  upon  a  damfel,  who  had  been  a 
neighbour  of  his  ever  fince  they  went  to 
fchool  together  to  the  clerk  of  the  parifh, 
to  learn  the  Horn  book  ;  and  in  order  to 
court  her  in  the  moA:  winning  manner,  he 
thought  it  expedient  to  go  forth  as  a  dif- 
ciplinant :  as  this,  the  reader  is  to  know, 
is  one  of  the  gallantries  with  which  the 
women  of  Campos  are  mod  pleafed,  where 
it  i$  a  very  old  obfervation,  that  the  great- 
eft  part  of  thjc  marriages  are  concerted  on 
Maundy-thurfday,  the  dayof  the  Croft  of 

•  The  day  before  Good-Friday,   aad  the  great  day 
tf  difciplinc. 

the* 
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the  May  *,  and  the  evenings  on  which 
there  iJ^  dancing,  fomc  of  the  women  bcr- 
ing  fo  very  devout  and  compundlious  {hat 
they  are  more  delighted  with  feeing  the 
inftruments  of  difcipline  applied  than  with 
the  rattling  of  the  caftinet.  Nor,  confi-* 
dering  the  thing  difpaffionately,  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at.  For,  figure  to  yourfelf  this 
difciplinant,  with  his  great  cap  of  five 
quarters  of  a  yard,  ftarched,  upright  and 
pyramidal ;  his  hood  covering  the  face  a9 
well  as  head,  with  the  eye-holes  neatly 
ditched,  and  terminating  in  a  point  below 
his  chin  like  the  wattle  of  a  turkey-cock  ; 
with  his  white  waiflcoat  of  flrong  linen 
nicely  fmoothed,  fitted  to  the  (hape,  and 
buttoning  very  tight  over  the  breaft,  by 
which  two  pieces  of  dry,  .firm,  elevated 
fle(h,  (hew  themfelves  out  of  the  two  large 
holes  cut  in  the  back  of  the  waiftcoat,  di- 
vided by  the  feam,  and  as  they  are  cut  in 
an  oval  form  and  nearly  in  the  (hape  of  the 
hind-quarters  of  a  pair   of   breeches^    it 

•  The  Invention  of  the  Crofs,  a  feftival  celebrated  on 
the  third  of  May,  in  memory  of  St.  Helena  the  mother 
of  Conftantine's  finding  the  true  crofs  of  Chrift  on  that 
day,  deep  in  the  earth  on  Mount  Calvary,  where  (he 
cre^ed  a  church  for  the  prefervation  of  part  of  it,  the 
reft  being  depofited  in  the  diurdi  of  The  Holy  Croft 
of  Jerufsdem  at  Rome. 

feemt 
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feems  no  otherwife  than  as  if  the  nether- 
cheeks  were  mounted  to  the  fhoulders,  t(^ 
peci^lly  in  thofe  who  are  plump  and  fie(hy  ; 
and  with  his  fuIU  pompous,  puffed-out 
white  fkirt  or  petticoat,  to  this  be  added 
that  the  gallant  or  voluntary  difciplinants 
ufually  wear  white  (hoes  with  black  heels 
and  toes,  not  fo  thofe  of  the  fraternity,  for 
they  are  permitted  no  (hoes  at  all,  except 
to  the  Penitents  of  lights  who  are  the  ex- 
empt or  the  emeriti  of  the  order :  then  con- 
/ider  that  this  difciplinant  whom  we  are 
defbribing,  takes  out  his  little  ball  of  waxi 
fluck  with  points  of  glafs,  and  hangingi 
fecurely  faftened^  to  the  end  of  a  fmall 
cord,  which  he  meafures  with  much  gravity 
and  compofure  from  his  hand  to  his  elbow 
in  order  to  have  the  jufl  length ;  that  he 
takes  hold,  with  his  left  hand,  of  the  point 
of  his  hood  hanging  below  his  chin ;  that 
he  fixes  his  right  elbow  fo  the  hip  of  the 
fame  fide  (unlefs  indeed  he  be  left'^handed, 
and  then,  it  is  necefTary  to  obferve,  all  thefe 
poflures  will  be  difedily  contrary)  that 
without  moving  the  elbow,  and  playing 
only  the  lower  half  of  his  right  arm,  he 
begins  to  work  himfelf  with  this  ball, 
fwinging  it  on  one  fide  and  the .  others 
knowing  certainly  that  in  this  manner  if 

will 


FRIAR    GERtJND.       in 

will  fall  nearly  on  the  centrical  points  of  the 
two  pofterior  carnofities,  by  infallible  rules 
of  anatomy  left  in  writing  by  a  young  fur- 
geon  of  Villamayor,  who  had  been  ap- 
prentice to  another  at  Villarramicl :  finally, 
let  it  be  obferved  how  the  blood  begins  to 
ftarr,  fo  that  in  fome,  if  not  in  the  greater 
party  the  two  fhoulders  appear  as  pitchy 
fountains,  charitably  oozing  matter  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  feams  of  our  borracbas  or 
leather  bottles  ;  how  it  fprinkles  the  pet** 
ticoat,  how  it  flows  in  dreams  down  its 
folds,  how  it  wets  it,  and  how  it  fops  it» 
till  it  is.  choaked  up  with  duO:  on  the  legs 
of  the  poor  difciplinant— let  this  objcdi  I 
fay  be  contemplated  as  it  deferves,  and  Ice 
the  moft  envious  of  the  glories  of  Campos 
tell  me  fercnely  if  there  can  be  in  the 
world  a  more  gallant  and  airy  fpedlacle?  If 
there  can  be  any  redding  fuch  a  witch- 
craft, and  if  the  girls  have  not  a  good 
tade,  who  go  after  thefe  penitents,  as 
the  boys  do  after  the  giants  and  the  ferpenc 
7arafca  *  on  the  day  of  Corpus. 

*  The  figures  of  gigantic  men  and  a  large  fcrpent 
arc  carried  about  on  this  day,  by  way  of  (hewing  the 
conqued  of  Chrifl  over  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell. 

The  Serpent  is  called  Tarafca^  fay  the  ctymologifts, 
from  TipAf9  unde  70  t€P«^t/0F,  .&  in  P'ur.  t«  TSfce^ritfy 
monjiroy  forttntOy  miracula. 

The 
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The  rogue  of  an  Anthony  \sras  not  ig-* 
norant  of  this  inclination  of  the  girls  of  his 
town,  and  therefore  went  out  as  a  difci- 
plinant  onMaunday-Thurfday,  as  wc  have 
already  faid.  At  a  league's  diftance  he  might 
have  been  known  by  Catania Rebollo  (which 

"^  was  the  name  of  his  fweet-heart,  neigh- 
bour, and  old-fchool-fellow)  becaufc  that, 
befides  that  there  was  no  other  cap  in  the 
whole  proceffion  fo  fpruce  or  fo  ftifF-ftand-^ 
ing  as  his ;  he  wore  as  a  mark,  a  black 
girdle,  which  flic  herfelf  had  given  him 
upon  his  taking  leave  on  St,  Luke's  day  to 
go  to  Villagarcia.  She  never  took  her  eyes  off 
from  him  during  the  whole  folemnity,  and 
he,  who  knew  it  well,  took  'great  pains, 

,  what  with  crofling  his  arms,  bending  his 
body,  and  (Iretching  his  flioulders,  to 
iqueeze  out  as  much  blood  as  he  was  able, 
making  her  by  the  way,  unobferved  by 
others,  two  little  amorous  obeifances  with 
his  cap,  which  is  one  of  the  tender  paflcs 
which  never  fails  to  penettftte  the  marri- 
ageable girls,  who  are  very  attentive  to  it; 
and  the  bumkin  who  fliall  know  how  to  do 
it  with  the  moft  grace  may  pick  and  chufc 
amongd  them,  thaugh  at  the  fame  time  he 
may  not  be  the  moft  expert  at  the  rural 
gan^es  and  exercifes  of  any  in  the  place. 

At 
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At  length,  as  Anthony  had  made  hade  to 
^ive  himfelf  a  plentiful  bleeding,  it  hap-^ 
pened  th&t  he  was  bid  to  go  home  and  take 
care  of  himfelf  by  one  of  the  majordomos 
who  fupervifed  the  proceffion,  before  it 
was  oven  Catania  took  herfelf  after  him» 
and  being  a  neighbour,  followed  him  into 
the  houfe,  where  there  flood  ready  the 
wine,  rofemary;  fait,  and  tow,  which  is 
all  the  apparatus  for  thefe  cures :  they  well 
Wa(hed  and  preffed  his  (houlders,  leil  any 
particles  of  the  glafs  might  remain,  and 
applied  the  pledgets ;  after  which  be  put  on 
his  ufual  cloaths,  and  wrapped  himfelf  up 
in  his  grey  cloak  ;  all  the  red:  went  out 
again  to  fee  the  proceilion,  except  Catania^ 
who  faid  (he  was  tired  and  would  flay  to 
kiep  him  company.  What  pafled  between 
thefe  two  is  not  known  ;  only  it  appears 
by  the  annals  of  that  time,  that,  Anthony 
being  returned  to  Villagarcia,  a  malicious 
whifper  began  to  be  circulated  about  the 
place;  it  appears  loo  that  his  relations  in- 
tended he  (hould  foon  be  ordained  on  the 
title  to  the  chapelry ;  that  he,  underhand, 
fct  the  girl  to  weaving  of  impediments  to 
it;  and  that,  to  make  fhort  gf  the  matter, 
they  were  married  :  and  that  it  might  fte 
feen  with  how  little  jfear  of  God,  and  how 
Vol.  L  I  much 
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much  wjckf dne(s  thojfc  cvi\  reports   haa- 
run  round  the  town,  the  g9od  creature  of 
a  Catania  was  not  delivered  till,  the, conj* , 
petent  ^nd  legal  period  < 


CHAP.    IV. 

In  which  the,  promtfe  is  fulfilled. 

TH  E  iaunt  Catania  Rebollo  * .  then  . 
btought  forth  a  babe  as  fair  as  a, 
flower;  and.tis  godfather  was^  the  Licen- 
tiate Quixano  de  Perpte,  a  chaplain  of, 
CampazaSj  who  fqrii^^rly  had  a  mind  to  . 
marry  hi^  mother,  but  forbore  upon  find- 
ing  that  they  were  kindred  in  a  prohibited  ^ 
degree  -f..  The  godfather  was  very  urgent  . 
to  have  the  child  called  Perote^  in  memory 

^  In  Spain  women  retam  their  maiden  names  aftef 
tfaey  are  married. 

t  But  he  ftiuft  have  been  very  poor  if  he  could  not 
aiford  to  purchafe  a  difpeniation. 

<*  In  Napoli,  fi  dice,  che  le  ailblbzicmi  fon  cofi  a  buoi/ 
mercato  che  Ic  puttaAe,  detl^  quali  yene  fono  venti  mila. 
Allorche  mi  trovava  cola,  un  uomo  di  be)  tempo  ave^^^r 
infoniato  il  malagoida  ad  un  becco»  e  dopo  compratontf 
I'aAbluzione  dal  confefibre  reverend iffimo,  un  fuo  amica 
gli*  addomandd  il  prezzo  per  cui  I'aveva  comprata:' 
mene  coftof  rifpofe  cgli,  quattro  ducati,  cper  quattro  al" 
tri  qi/rei  ettenuto  una  Difpenfazionf  pet  ammogliarmi  ioUa 
beftiaccia**  Lcttere  Fanugliari. 

Of 


br  allufion  tb  his  own  appellative^  or  pl^cc- 
ivime ;  for  though  this  name  is  not  ia  the 
calendar,  neither  is  there  that  of  Lain, 
Nuno>  Triftan,  Tcllo>  nor  Pcraniulcs ;  ytt 
it  is  plain  that  thefe  were  efleemed  men 
of  great  valour  and  confideration  :  thusfaid 
the  licentiate  Quixano,  alledging  in  fupport 
the  hiftorles  of  Caftile  5  but  as  Anthony 
>2otes  had  not  read  them,  it  made  little  im*- . 
preffion  on  him ;  but  when  the  licentiate 
happened  to  add,  that,  in  the  calendar^ 
neither  were  the  names  of  Oliveros,  Or^ 
lando,  Florifmarte,  nor  that  of  Turpin^ 
and  notwithdahding  it  did  not  hinder  him 
from  being  an  archblfhop,  he  cried  out^ 
"Well,  or  who's  sn  afs  now!  ^ot  I;, 
fince  I  know  all  that  as  perfcdly  as  if  I., 
had  never  fludied  any  thing  elfe  all  my 
life."-^-^For  indeed  my  uncle  Anthony  was 
much  verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  the  twelve  ^ 
peers,  which  he  knew  by  hqart  almoft  as 
well  as  the  dedication  of  the  gymnafiarc— *• 
••  Let  him  be  called  Perote,  and  let  us  ^ 
have  no  more  words  about  the  matter." 
But  the  parfoQ  of  the  pari(h,  who  was 
prefeht,  obferved,  that  P^r^/(?  Zotes  did  not 
found  well,  adding,  not  without  fomc  fly- 
iicfs,  that  Zote  was  confonant.to  Perote,,2Lixd 
that  he  had  read  fomewhere^  he  could  not 

I  z  tell 
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tell  where,  that  this  ought  to  be  avoided 
when  we  fpcak  in  profe.     «^  Don't  let  your 
Reverence  trouble   yourfelf  about   that/' 
faid  the  father  of  the  child,  «*  for  neither 
do  Sancho  Revancho,  Alberto  Retuerto» 
Geromo  Palomo,  Antonio  Bolonio,  found 
well,  and  yet  we  fee  and  hear  nothing  clfc 
in  our  country.     Befides  that  this  is  eafily 
remedied  by  calling  him  Pcrote  de  Campa- 
zas,    giving  him  for  an   appellative,  the 
name  of  this  town  of  ours  in  which,  he 
was  born,  as  was  ufoal  formerly  to  do  with 
great  ilien  according  to  what  the  moft  au- 
thentic hiftories  ♦  inform  us,  in  which  we 
find  mention  made  of  the  Oliveros  de  Caf- 
tilla,  of   Amadis  of  Gaul,  of  Arthur  of 
Algarve,  and  of  Palmerin  of  Hyrcania,when 
at  the  fame  time  it  is  plain  that  thefe  were 

•  NotwUhftanding  tile  efforts  of  Cerrantes  it  lias  not 
been  poffible  to  extirpate  the  rage  of  the  lower  Spanilh 
people  for  romances.  It  is  fo  rooted  in  them,  that  their 
(avourite  "  Hiftory  of  the  Twelve  Peers'*  is  in  fdmc 
pUces  called  the  Lam  perennis  de  los  Zapatercs^-^ihc 
Prayer  book  of  the  flioe  makers  or  mechanics.  However 
neceffitons  a  workman  be,  he  will  fave  money  to  provide 
hii^felf  with  fo  entertaining  and  beautiful  a  romance; 
and  this  with  others  of  the  fame  ftamp,  which  Anthony 
Zbtes  calls  the  rtioft  authentic  hiftories,  are  read  every 
day  at  their  idle  hours,  in  their  houfes,  or  at  their  Sob^ 
jan  or  funnihg-places,  where,,  in  winter  time,  to  fave 
fuel,  which  is  very  fcarce,  they  frequently  zSemhlc^ 
men,  women,  and  children,  in  great  numbers. 

not 
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'not  their  true  appellatives  but  the  names 
of  the  provinces  or  kingdoms  which  gave 
birth  to  thefe  great  knights,  who  after 
having  honoured  them  by  their  exploits 
would  in  this  manner  perpetuate  the  me- 
mory of  their  country  to  all  poflerity.  And 
this  was  the  cuftom  not  only  with  thofe 
who  profefTed  arms^  but  thofe  likewife  who 
were  men  of  letters  and  wrote  many  fa- 
mous books  as  the  Pifcator  de  Sarrabal^  the 
Dios  Momo^  the  Carantamaula^  the  Laza^ 
rillo  de  T^ormes^  the  Picara  yujlina  *,  znd 
many  others  which  I  have,  read,  w.hofe 
authors,  leaving  their  proper  appellatives, 
took  that  of  the  places  where  they  were 
born  in  order  to  make  them  illuilrious: 
and  my  heart  prefages  to  me  that  this  boy 
will  come  to  be  an  extraordinary  man,  and 
fo  at  prefent  let  him  be  (Jailed  Perry  de 
Campazas,  till  with  time  and  age  we  may 
call  him  full  out  Perote. 

*  Almanacs,  Books  of  Jefts,  and  Hiftories  of  arch 
Rogues  and  wanton  Jades  in  a  popular  ftylc.  The  P//- 
cator  de  Sarrabal  was  the  title  of  an  annual  publication 
bv  an  ancient  aftrologer  of  Milan,  and  js  ftill  continued. 
There  are  likewife  other  PifcatorSf  as,  de  Andalufid^  dg 
Salamancay  8cc.  Thefe  Pifcators  contain,  after  the  man- 
ner of  our  Almanacs  and  Diaries,  great  variety  of  ufe-- 
ful  and  entertaining  matter,  as  Riddles,  Anagrams,  and 
Conundrums,  with  prognoftications  of  many  rare  and 
intereiling  articles,  as,  when  it  will  rain,  unlcfs  it  be 
fair  weather,  and  when  a  corp  (hall  mofladvantageoufly 
be  cut,  &c. 
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*•  Not  whilft  I  am  alive,"  cried  my  auoA 
Catania  eagerly.     •*  Per^te  indeed  !    Pf- 
foie  founds  juft  for  all  the  world  like  Pe^ 
roip  or  pipkin ;  and  (hall   the  fon  of  my 
bowels  go  aboqt  with  a  natne  like  the  pip*- 
Jkins  which  are  tofTed  about  the  kitchen  !" 
^*  Silence,  good  folks !  Sew  up  your  mouths  { 
(fudderily  exclaimed  Antony  Zotes)  for  the 
nioft  ilupendous  name  has  jufi  ftruck  me 
that  was  ever  given  to  man  born  of  a  wo- 
man, and  wliich  fliall  be  given  to  my  little 
one.     Gerund  ii  his  natne,  and  no  othef 
name  (hall  he  have,  though  the  holy  fa*? 
ther  of  Rome  (hould  come  a  fuppliant  be- 
fore m€  and  befcech  it  on  his  very  knees. 
Firfl;  and  foremoft,   becaufe  Gerund  is  % 
name  that  is  fingular,   new,  and  out-of- 
the-way,  and  that  is  what  I  wifh  for  my 
ion :  fecondly,  bccaijfc  I  remember  very 
well,  that  when  I  was  a  Audent  with  the 
Theatihes  at  Villagarcia,  I  once  took  £x 
places  in  my  clafs  for  a  Gerund,  and  it   is 
iny  laft  and  final  wili  to  make  the  memory 
pf  that  exploit  immortal  in  my  family.'* 

And  Gerund,  accordingly,  he  was  nam-r 
fd,  neither  more  or  lefs ;  and  very  early 
(lid  the  cnild  give  great  -figns  of  what  he 
would  one  day  be.  For  before  it  coul4  be 
f  xpe£tedfrom  his  years^r  he  could,  already  cal) 
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call  his  motRcr  a  Sut  [Slut!  with  muc^ 
grace,  and  iaid,  "  donf  mind  zoo*  [I  don't 
mind  you]  as  natural  as  if  he  had  been  ^ 
*man  grown ;  ipfomuch  that  he  gave  great 
diverfion  to  all  the  neighbours,  who  all 
agreed  that  he  would  come  to.bc  tbp  honour 
of  Campazas.     A  lay  friar  paffing  that  way 
—who  was  accounted  a  faint,  becsiufe  hp 
thoued  every  body,    called  womeri^  far^ 
punts,  and  the  virgin,  the  (he-iamb — rfaid 
that  this  child  would  hereafter  be  a  friar. 
a  great  litt?rat<L  and  a  Itppendous  preacher* 
/fhc  event  fulfilled  the  ptopheoy.     For,  aj 
to  a  Friar^  that  he  was  as  much  as  any  onei 
as  to  a  gteat  Litterato,  if  it  was  not  verey 
fied  in  his  haying ^nany  jetters,  yet  as  to 
thofe  he  had-  b^ipg  ver^.fjit  and  bulky,  it 
was  compjete^^  -verified J    and   as   to  his 
being  ^  ftupendous  preacher,  heart  could 
not  wilfh  for  more  \  for  this  prefently  be- 
came the  ixjoA  dirtinguiflied  talent  of  our 
little  iCJerry,  as  will  be  f$en  in  the  courfc 
of  this,  hiftory. 

Even  before  he  knew  how  to  read  oi; 
write.  He  .knew  How  to  preach  :  foras  fo\ 
many  friars,  efpScially  thofe  of  tne  begging 
and.,meffenger  kind,  the  Sabatinc  preachers, 
and  thofe  who  in  time,  of  Lent  and  Ad- 
vent, went  about  preaching  at  the  neigh- 

I  4  bouring 


120      The   HISTORY    of 

'bouring  market-towns,  called  at  his  father'B 
'houfe,  and  as  thefe,  fometinaes  a(ked  by 
my  uncle  Anthony,  and  his  good  womafi 
my  aunt  Catania,  and  at  other  times  (which 
-more  frequently  happened)  without  wait- 
'ing  to  be  afked  at  all,  brought  out  their 
papers  upoA  the  table,  and  read  their  con- 
tients,  juft  as  if  they  had  been  in  the  pul- 
pit, in  an  audible  and  preaching  voice,  our 
youngftcr  took  great  pleafure  in  hearing  and 
afterwards  in  imitating  them,  imprinting 
moft  readily  on  his  memory  their  greateft 
:abfurditi^s ;  infomuch  that  thefe  abfardities 
bnly  feemed  retainable  by  him ;  and  that,  if 
by,  miracle  any  gjood  thing  dropped  from 
|hem,  he  had  not  a  faculty  to  take  it. 

Upon  a  certain  occafion  there  came  to 
ihe  houfe,  in  the  time  of  the  harvefl-queft, 
a  fmart  little  father,  with  a  bit  of  toupet 
on  his  frontifpiece,  flrait-necked>  red« 
bearded,  his  habit  clean,  and  the  folds 
handfomc  and  regular,  a  neat  (hoe,  buckr 
flcin  breeches,  and  a  great  finger  of  hifto- 
rical  fongs  to  the  guitar,  from  whofc  knee 
Gerry  would  never  ftir,  becaufc  he  gavo 
him  fugar-plumbs.  The  good  father  was 
made  up  of  an  equal  mixture  of  the  cox- 
comb and  the  blockhead,  and  was  fond  erf 

relating  howi  when  he  was  a  member  of  a 

^convent 
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i  ft 

.convent  in  S^aoianca^  his  fuperior  lent 
him  to  preach  the  All-Souls  fermon  at  Ca- 
brerizos^  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
that  univerfity,  and  how  he  had  been  ho- 
noured by  having  many  of  the  fenior  fel- 
lows^ ^o£torS|  and  profofTors  of  it  for  his 
hearers,  on  account  of  the  credit  he  had 
got  upon  the  occadon  of  a  redor  of  a  mi^ 
nor  colleger's  having  taken  his  degree,  who 
was  already  in  full  orders,  and  of  whoai 
there  was  a  public  report,  that  after  havr 
ing  obtained  the  fubdiaconaite  furreptitir 
oufly^  he  had  been  confined  a  year  in  th^ 
eccleiiaftical  prifon  In  his  own  part  of  the 
country,  becaufe  three  modeft  yoimg  wo^ 
men  had  laid  before  the  Signior.  Proviibr^ 
three  contrads  of  marriage  made  by  him 
with  the  faid  young  women.     This,  affair 
was  made  up  as  well  as  it  could,  and,  be^ 
ing  a  lad  of  genius,  he  went  to  profecute 
his  Audies  at  Salamanca.     At  the  taking 
his  degree^  piir  little  Father,  who  was  l^is 
countryman,  made  for  him  at  his  defire 
one  .of  the  orations,  which   be^an   with 
Apprebenderunt  feptem  mulieres  virum  unumi 
afterwards  he  lugged  in  Filii  tut  de  longe 
venient  Of  Jili^  tua  de  latere^  /urgent ;  nor 
would  he  omit,  or  leave  in  the  inkhorn  as 
we  fay,  fo  opportune  a  text  as,  Generatio 

re^orum 
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reBarum  henedicetur.  And  thcJugh  texts  and 
paflagcs  of  Holy  Scripture  in  fiich  compo- 
•fitions,  purely  rhetorical  and  profane,  are 
as  difplaced  and  impertinent  a,s  the  ver(es 
"and  fabled  of  heathen  poets  are  when  im- 
<noderatelj^*ufed  in  fermons;  and  notwith- 
•ftanding  the  fpeaker  of  it  ran  fairly  into  the 
txcdmmutticifipn  fulminated  by  the  coun- 
tril  of  Trent  i^iihft  the  abufe  of  Scripture 
%y  ludicrous  anti  fatyrical  application  of  it, 
ytt  this  oritic^n  iiad  its  applaufe  as  a  won- 
derfiil  performance,  and  our  faid  father  was 
tfubbcd'  %  man  of  confeiqucnce  upon  ft. 

Ai  it  was  *  known  then  that  he  was  to 
J(??ach  the  All-Souls  fetmon  at  Cabrerizos, 
R  is  true  enough  that  many  of  the  loungers 
6f  Salamanca  (and  there  are  fuch.  of  all 
in-ders  and.  degrees)  who  are  pleafed  with 
tsrhattver  is  extraordinary,  went  to  hear 
fcim :  and  the  good  father  remained  ever 
tfter  fo  fatisfied  with  his  f^rmori,  that  he 
frequently  repeated  mahy  ciaufe's  of  it  iii 
all  the  houses  of  the  brethren  In  which  lie 
ims  entertained.  *^  Now  hear,  Gchtlemen, 
*^  I  conjure  you,  how  it  began,'*  faid  he 
ikic  firfl  night  after  fupper,  to  Anthony 
Zotes,  hi®  wife,  and  the  parfoh  of  the  pa- 
rifti,  who  had  ftepped  up  to  my  uncle's 
when  the  cloth  Was  taken  away,  fo  pay  his 

com- 
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jrornplim^nts  to  .the  ftcaoger^  and  dfmk  a 
^Yrelcoixie  to  iximp  as  is  the  cuftoia  in  ^l 
places  vv^ere  people  arc  .well-bred.  ^ 

*'  Fii:e,  J&re,  firc^  the.  hpufe  is  on^fire  ! 
Do^us  mea  don{m  oratioms  n)ocdbkur. 
Now^  Sexton,  tQuoh  ii\t  loud-fouiK^Hi^ 
bells  ;  In  cymbalis  bent  fonantibus^  Do  it 
fo  I  for  to  toll  for  the  <ilead»  and  to  toll 
for  fire  15  the  fanae  thing,  as  the  Judkiotls 
Piceaelus  remarks :  Lazarus  amicus  nojtir 
dormit^  Water,  Sirs^  water!  for  riie 
worjd  is  burniog  \  quis  dflbit  ea^iH  mto 
aquim  ?  the  interlineal,  ^ui  erant  in  bbc 
mundoi  Pagninus,  it  munaus  eumnon  cog^ 
novit.  But  what  do  I  fee  I  alas.  Chris- 
tians, the  fouls  of  the  faithful  are  m 
flames  1  Fidelium  anima  i  and  the  vara** 
cioAis  element  feeds  on  flowing  pitch ; 
'^equkfcant  in  pace^  id  $fky  in  fice^  « '' V%ii- 
tabids  explains  it.  Fire  of  God,  how  it 
bitnis !  ignis  a  Deo  Hiatus,  -  But  now  re^- 
joice  with  me,  for  behold  there  deft:ends 
the  Virgin  del  Carmen  lo  deliver  thofi 
who  have  worn  hei*  holy  fc^apulartes ; 
fcapulis fuis.  Let  juftice  be  done,  fays 
Chrift;  Mercy  defrad  ua!-  fays  the  Vir- 
gin. .  Aw  Maria.'^ 

Anthony  Zotcs  was  aflontihed  j  my  aunt 
Catai^  ddveUed  with  delight  1  the,  ps^rfoA 

of 
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the  paridis  who  had  been  ordained  by  let* 
ters  dimiflbry  from  a  vacant  fee,  and  un- 
derftood  the  prayers  he  rehearfed  every  day 
as  well  as  any  nun  would  dOj  looked  at 
him  with  amazement,  and  fwore  by  the 
four  Holy  Evangelifls,  that  though  he  had 
heard  the  mofl  famous  Sabatine  preachers 
of  all  the  country  round  about  preach  at 
Campa2as  in  the  Holy  Week,  yet  that  none 
of  them  could  touch  the  heel  of  his  (hoe. 
He  could  •  never  enough  extol  the  facetU 
oufnefs  of  beginning  an  All- fouls  fermon 
with  Fir €^  fire  ^  the  boufe  is  on  fire  !  And  then 
what  an  ingenious  thought  was  that  of  its 
being  the  fame  thing  to  toll  for  the  dead 
and  to  toll  for  fire !  "  Ay  but,  Sir,**  inter- 
rupted the  Father,  holding  him  out  his 
box  to  take  a  pinch,  *f  there  is  more  foul 
in  that  than  appears  at  firft  fight.  The 
fouls  of  the  defundl  are  either  in  heaven, 
or  they  are  in  hell,  or  they  are  in  purga- 
tory :  for  the  firfi:,  there  is  no  occafion  to 
toll,,  for  they  want  not  our  prayers  or  af- 
fiftance;  nor  for  the  fecond  neither,  for 
they  will  not  profit  them ;  we  toll  then 
only  for  the  third,  that  God  may  deliver 
them  from  thofe  flames  i  now  this  and  the 
tolling  for  fire— why,  you  fee,  there  it  all 
goes  together*    Now  go  oh,  good  Sir,  with 

your 
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your  obfervationst  for  they  pleafe  me  much, 
and  I  fee  you  are  a  fenfible  man,  and  no€ 
like  a  certain  fenior  in  our  fociety,  who, 
though  he  has  weight  in  the  order,  and  is 
thought  to  have  learning  and  underftanding, 
told  me,  (becaufe  he  has  owed  me  a  grudge 
ever  fince  I  refufed  him  my  vote  for  being 
fuperior  of  the  convent,)  that  the  fermoa 
was  nothing  but  a  heap  of  abfurdities,  ami 
fuch  as  were  cognizable  by  the  inquifi- 
tion." 

**  We  are  all  but  men  (replied  the  par- 
fon)  and  thus  we  fee  even  thofe  who  profels 
religion  are  not  exempt  from  envy.     In 
troth,  I  believe  his  Reverence,  this  fenior, 
never  in  his  life  hit  upon  fo  clever  a  thing 
as  that  of  fFater,  wafen  Jor  the  boufe  is  on 
fire  I  fince,  after  having  tolled  the  bells  for 
lire,  it  came  in  excellently  pat  to  call  for 
water.''     "  Add  to  this.  Sir,  (faid  the  Fa- 
ther) that  here  too,  alluGon  is  made  tp  holy 
water,  which,  as  you  know  is  one  of  the 
mod  powerful  aififtances  to  the  poor  fouls 
in  purgatory."     "  That  is  clear  (anfwercd 
the  parfon)  becaufe  fire  is  extinguiftied  by 
water,  and  fo  I  explain  it  in  the  mafs  to  my 
parifhioners,'*     "  Ay,  Sir,  (faid  my  aunt 
Catania  brifky)  and  ever  fince  I  heard  yoqr 
worlhip  preach,  I  take  care  to  Jhluijh  my 

mother's 
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mother's  grave  Wcll'\*itl^  it';  for  they  (if 
that  every  drop  of  holy  water  that  falls 
upon  it,  puts  out  a  dh)p  of  the  fire  of  puU 
gMtdryJ'  •'  What  I  moft  admire  (continues 
the  parfon)  is,  the  propriety  of  the  texts  i 
for  it  feems  no  otherwife  than  as  if  your  . 
paternity  carried  them  in  your  fleeve,  and 
tviien  you  fpeak  of  water^  direftly  took  out 
a  text  that  fpeaks  of  water  j  when  of  a 
houfe,  of  a  hoiife  5  and  when  of  thfc  worlds 
of  the  world ;  all  fo  clear,  that  any  one 
might  underftand  khem  though  he  had  ne- 
ver ftudied  Latin."  That  is  the  nicety  of 
it  (anfwered  the  Father)  :  but  I  will  lay  ^ 
wager  you  don't  know  why  I  brought  in 
the  text  of  Lazarus  amkus  nojler  (brmiti 
when  I  faid  that  to  toll  for  the  dead,  and 
to  toll  for  fire  was  the  fame  thing.*'  '*  I 
confefsf  I  did  not  underftand  it  (faid  the 
honefl:  parfon)  and  though  it  feemed  to  me 
beiide  the  purpofe,  yet  as  I  fee  the  great 
genius  of  your  paternity,  I  attributed 
it  io  my  ignorance,  and  immediately  fup- 
pbfed  it  mud  undoubtedly  conceal  fomc 
great  myftery."  «*  And  fo  it  did  to  be  (\itt 
(proceeded  the  Father  j)  for^  pray  tell  me^  - 
when  Chrift  raifcd  Lazarus,  was  not  he 
dead?  80  fays  St.  Auguftin,  Lyra,  Car- 
tagena!, and  tnany  Others ;  and  there  is  no 
y  doubt 


doubtbat  that  this  is  th^imoftilm probaUki 
fenfe ;  becaufe  though  the  UKt  fays  he  Qcpt^  k 
dormitf  it  is  bccaufc.  death  is  called  fkep^l 
as  is  learnedly  obferved  by  thb  mofl:  vrife^ 
Idiota«     Well  now^  I  having  talked  ottoU^ 
ingfor  the  dead^  Xt  came,  in  moft  chamxH* 
ingly^  like. a  pearl,  as  weifay,  to  fet  a  dead 
man  before  you;     And  why  ihduld  J  chufe . 
Lazarus  rather  than  any  others? 'Here  again' 
is  the  nicety  of  it  ^  for  the  majordomo  of 
the  Fraternity  of  All-fouls  at  Cabrerizos 
was  called  Lazarus,  and  was  a  great  friend  t 
to  our  convent,   to  which  he  fent  every  4 
year  in  charity,  a  lamb  and  a  couple  of  gal^ 
Ions  of  wine ;  for  that  reafbn  I  faid  Laza^ 
tus  amicus  mjler ;  and  at  hearing  it  the  AU 
calde,  the  Regidor,  and  .the  Notary;  who 
were  fitting  on  the  juflice-feat,    nodded 
their  heads  and  looked  much  at  one  an**, 
other.  The  parfon  could  not  contain  himlelf, 
but  riling  from  his  feat,  and  throvtring  his:, 
arms  round  the  father'^  neck,  faid  almkciftr: 
weeping  with  joy,  "  Fathcr,(  Father,  youfM 
paternity   is  a  very  devil  1'^  And  Catania. * 
added,  '<  Blefifed  are  the  wombs  which  bcaf  > 
fiich  fons !" 

Little  Gerry  was  very  attentive. to  all 
this^    and    never    took,  his  eyes   off  the - 
preacher.     But  as  the  con^erfation  grcwt  ( 

long,' 
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long,  and  it  was  ibmewhat  late,  he  be6ams 
ileepy  and  fell  a«<-crying.  His  mother  put 
him  to  bed ;  and'  in  the  morning,  (as  he 
had  flept  with  the  ftufF  he  had  heard  from 
the  father  in  his  head)  as  foon  as  his  eyes 
were  open  he  got  upon  his  legs  in  his  little 
(hirt  upon  the  bed,  and  began  preaching 
the  over-night's  fermon  with  much  grace, 
but  over  and  over,  without  connexion,  be- 
ginning, or  end,  repeating  only  the  words 
moft  eafy  to  be  pronounced  by  his  tender 
tongue,  in  his  own  manner,  as,  Jlre,  wa^- 
ter^  ienns,  fexfon^  unken  Nazarus^  Fatab^ 
nus^  &;c.  becauie  he  had  not  yet  power  to' 
pronounce  the  /.  Anthony  Zotes  and  his 
wife  were  fwallowed  up  in  rapture,  gave 
him  a  thoufand  kifTes  on  his  divine  little 
mouth,  awakened  the  collegiate  father, 
fent  down  diredly  to  his  houfe  to  call  the 
parfon,  and  bid  the  child  repeat  the  fer- 
mon before  them,  which  he  did  with  fo 
muchfpirit  and  freedom,  that  the  parfon 
gave  him  a  farthing  to  buy  nuts,  the  father 
fix  carrawav  comfits,  and  his  mother  a  bit 
of  plumb-cake  which  fhe  had  brought 
from  a  pilgrimage  * :  and  the  pious  foul  of 

♦  Pilgrimages,  though  made  from  pious  motives,  to 
vifit  the  image  of  a  particular  faint,  make  oflerings  tO 
it,  and  implore  the  interceilion  of  him  it  reprcfents,  are 
generally  attended  with  ciicmu{l;4nccs  of  a  very  different 

com* 
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a  Catania  relating  the  prophefy  of  the 
blcfled  lay-brothcr-i-^fo  ihe  always  called 
him- — they  all  agreed  that  this  child  was 
appointed  to  be  a  great  preacher;  and  that 
it  was  neceflary  without  lofs  of  time  to  fend 
him  to  fchool  to  Villaornate,  where  there 
was  a  verv  famous  mafter. 

C    H    A    p.      V. 

Of  the  abfurdities  which  he  learned  in  the 

fchool  of  Villaornate. 

THIS  maftef  was  ^  lame  man  ;  having; 
broken  one  of  hi$  legs  ^yhen  he  was 
ten  years  old  by  a  fall  in  climbing  after  a 
bird's  neft.  He  had  been  fcholar  to  a  fa^ 
mous  mafter  in  Leon,  who  at  ohe  ftriking 
could  make  a  bird^  at  another  a  canopy,  and 
with  an  A  or  an  M  at  the  beginning  of  a 
page  filled  all  the  firft  line  with  flouri^ibcs. 
He  wrote  pieces  which  he  dedicated  t6 
great  perfonages,  who  generally  paid  him. 
well,  and  though  fof  this  he  got  the  name 
of  the  mailer  Huntpenny^  he  was  not  dif- 
Curbed  by  thefnecrers,  nor  hindered  by  them 
from  paying  his  ridiculous  court.     Above 

complexion ;  as  appe;trs  from  the  common  pfOverb» 
that  *^  In  even  a  fhort  pilgrimage  there  is  much  wiri« 
and  little  wax*'-— much  jolUty,  and  little  devotion* 

Vol.  I.  ■   k  aU, 
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alU  ^  was  eminent  foi  de%mng  tl^olS 
jpicces  df  what  we  call  fmaaky  letters, 
from  their  being  ^xt^vagantly  be-flotrrilh- 
'ed  ;  and  in  truth  he  wco>d  paint  you  a 
motet  with  ktcers  fo  fmoaky,  that  if  they 
ihould  come  near  the  flame  of  a  candk 
they  would  catch  fire.  Of  this  ilIti()riot>s 
mafter  had  the  cripple  of  Villaornate  been 
a  fcholar ;  ^nd  tbire  was,  a  rejpjort  that  he 
proved  at  leail  as  tip-top  a  fieurilher  as  his 
inafter  himfeJf. 

It  being  an  agreed  thing  that  yoar  }ame 
fo)k  aire  generally^  from  their  more  feden- 
iary  live»^  learned  and  knowing  folk,  the 
Dot-and-go-one  of  whom  we  arc  fpeaking 
did  not  difgrace   the  maxiQi,    thoi]^h   it 
n)ufl  be  confefied  he  was  fom^wbat  of  a 
coxcpmical  and    eccentric   turn.     As    h« 
proved  fo  excellent  a  pennaan,  he  immedi- 
ately thought  of  turning  it  to  the  beft  ac- 
count by  becoming  a  fchool-iftafter^  and  to 
put  the  finifhing  Aroke  to  his  acquirii>g  a 
freedom  of  handf  he  hired  htmfeif  for  two 
'or  three  years  as  writer  to  the  Rotary  of 
St.  Millan,  who  was  a  curious  mUn>  and 
had  a  parcel  of  books^  all  in  our  own  lan*- 
guage,  fome  good  and  fome  good-for-no- 
thing.     Amongft  thefe    were   thrcQ  little 
books  of  orthography,  whofc  authors  fol- 
4  lowed 


k>wed  very  d^fif^renti  and  oppofit^  couries  / 
the  one  infiftiog  that  a  ftri(^  regard  (bould 
be  paid  to  the  ptymology  or  defivation  o£ 
%rdrd&  i  the  pthcr  that  we  {houid  write  ex- 
adlly  as  we  pronounce  ;  and  the  third  that 
al£  was  to  be  fubmitted  to  cudooi.  Cach 
ouc  brought  out  into  the  fields  rank  and 
6\c,^  his  arguments^  proofs^  examples^  and; 
duthoiitiesi  citing  acadeolies^  di(5tionarieS9 
lexicons,  ex  omjti  lir^ua^  tribu^  fofuh^  et 
natiane  i  each  one  n:xaintalned  his  preten- 
fions  with  iuch  obdinate  valour  as  if  upon 
this  point  depended  the  prefervation  and 
ttflefi^ce,  or  theuniverfal  ruin  and  dc(lru(^ion, 
qf  the  whole  literary  world.  In  one  artiqle 
they  all  agreed— that  orthography  was  the 
true  claijis  Jcientiarum-y  the  foundation  of 
all  good  knowledg^^  the  principal  door  to 
titf 'temple  of  Minerva^  and  that  if  any  one 
entered  into  it  v^rithout  being  a  good  ortho- 
grapher,  he  entered  by  a  falfe  door>  fince 
there  was  not  in  the  world  a  more  lament- 
able  thing  than  that  they  (hould  becalled  wri-^ 
tprs  who  did  not  know  how  to  write.  Upon 
this  ground  did  each  author  Uy  about 
him,  and  make  the  devil  of  a  duft  in  defence 
of  his  own  particular  opinion.  As  to  the 
Btytnologifl,  his  very  heart  was  riven  with 
grief  at  f^eitig  innumerable  Spaniards  write 

K  2  ^f- 
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mpana  [Spain]  without  an  H,  in  extreme 
derogation  to  the  honour  of  their  own 
country,  this  name  being  derived  from 
Hi/pania,  and  that  from  Hifpaan^ '  the  hero 
who  performed  fo  many  valorous  exploits 
in  the  chace  of  conies»  whence  the 
whole  country,  remarkable  for  its  num- 
ber of  conies,  came  in  the  Punic  tongue 
to  be  called  Hj/pania.  Or  if  you  will 
have  it  derived  from .  Hefperus,  it  has  a 
flill  more  noble  origin,  iince  it  comea 
from  no  other  than  the  bright  evening-ftar, 
"who  is  lord  of  the  bedchamber  to  the  fun, 
and  gives  him  his  night-cap  when  he  goes 
to  bed,  which,  as  it  is  very  plain  to  be  feen, 
he  always  does  in  the  celeftial  territory  of 
Our  beloved  country  :  to  take  from  it  the  H 
with  facrilegious  impiety,  is  to  obfcure  all 
the  fplendor  of  its  illuftrious  defcent.  And 
are  they  who  do  this  to  be  called  Spaniards ! 
O  indignity  !  O  indecorum  ! 

But  where  he  loft  all  the  ftirrups  of  his 
patience  and  his  reafon  too,  was,  in  the 
bafe  and  barbarous,  the  fcandalous  cuflom, 
or  corruption  rather,  of  fubftituting  the 
Greek  T,  as  the  conjunction  and  in  the 
place  of  the  Latin  /,  which,  befides  be* 
ing  more  neat  and  trim,  has  more  aiSinity 
with  the  ee  of  the  fame  language  from 

which' 
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^hich  we  take  our  /,  The  T  moreover, 
has  a  mofl  grofs  and  ruftic  form^  firice 
it  refembles  the  great  fork  with  which 
clowns  load  hay  upon  their  carts^  and  was 
it  for  no  other  than  this  mod  weighty  rea- 
fon^  it  ought  to  be  banilhed  from  all  po- 
li(hed  and  elegant  writing.  **  Therefore 
(faid  this  Etymologift)  when  I  fee  people 
write  jf  Peter,  y  James,  jf  John,  inftead  of 
/Peter,  /James,  /John,  my  bowels  STearn, 
I  become  2ond,  and  cannot  refrain  froi^ 
helping  between  my  teeth,  Jokes  and 
2^ellings  be  your  portion  !  And  on  the  con- 
trary I  think  I  can  never  fufficiently  blefs 
tbe  mod  celebrated  authors  who  know 
what  is  their  trueconjundion,  and  amongft 
others  the  two  profefTors.  of  famous  uni- 
verfities,  both  the  immortal  honour  of  pre- 
fent,  and  tbe  envy  of  future  tinies,  who 
in  their  two  mod  important  treatifes  on 
orthography^  have  laboured  to  reftore  the 
Latin  /  to  the  throne  of  his  anceftors  with 
glorious  zeal ;  for  which  I  do  fay  and  will. fay 
a  thoufand  times  that  amongft  all  the  bleflV 
cd  they  are  moft  blcfled." 

He  was  not  fallen  fhort  of  by  the  other 
author,  who,  defpifing  etymology  and  de- 
rivation, maintained  that  in  living  lan- 
guageSf  we  ought  to  write  as  we  fpeak, 

K  3  withr 
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without  a  linglc  letter's  being  taken  away^ 
that  was,  or  being  added  that  was  notn 
pronounced.  It  was  pleafant  to  fee  how 
he  wanned,  how  he  moanted,  how  he 
grew  infuriate^  againd  the  mtrodudion  of 
fo  many  bb^  nn,  fs,  and  other  impertinent 
letters  which  arc  not  foonded  in  our  pro- 
nunciation. **  In  the  name  of  God  an^ 
the  king— -faid  this  cha(p,  who  could  be 
no  other  than  a  Portugucze  by  his  fwiigw 
gering  and .  arrogance — ?if  we  pronounce 
enour^  cur,  eir,  erbs,  without  this  afpira-? 
tion,  or  perfpiration,  that  there  is  fuch  a 
fufs  about,  why  are  we  to  flick  to  thefc 
words  the  uncalled- for ,|  intruding  A,  whicli 
is  as  much  a  letter  as  it  is  a  fool's 
head,  and  but  a  note  or  afpirative  point  ?- 
Then  as  to  the  nn,  fs,  pp,  and  other  dou* 
ble  letters  which  we  walEle  in  the  mofl: 
miferable  mahner  in  the  worid-rr-if  pejion 
founds  the  fame  with  one  s  as  with  twoj^ 
find  inocent  as  well  with  a  fingle  as  a  dou-i^ 
ble  n,  ut  quid  perditio  b^cf  What  is  this 
but  to  waAe  ink,  paper,  and  trrhe,  againft 
all  the  rujcs  of  good  economy  ?  I  fay  no* 
thing  of  the  prodigality  with  which  wc 
fquander  siway  a  prodigious  ftock  of  u's^ 
which,  though  they  are  of  no  fervice  to 
us,  might  be  of  great  affiftance  to  mar>y  a 
poor  iviticn,  which  has  fcarcely  got  an  u 

to 
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to  its  iSDOuth  ;  as  for  exftixiple ;  quejlion 
^alky,  quarter,  and  indeed  sdi  the  words 
beginniDg  with  this  ioftter^  wtiich  CQmpre- 
hqnds  in  atfelf  the  pfx>nunciattoQ  of  the 
a  ;  they  may  therefore  be  written,  qejiion^ 
fality^  farter  J  &c.  aad  a.grcat  ftore  of  us 
laid  up  agjiinft  a  time  of  need.'^ 

On  the  contrary  the  orthographift  wh© 
H^ld  ciiftam  -toibe  the  guide  and  diredtrefy 
in  Abis  matter  delivered  himfelf  very  ^oa-p 
ply  and  unafiededlyy  and  laughing  at  tbofe 
who  coofutned  their  natural  heat  on  ;fQch 
trifles,  iaid,  that  to  write  as  our  gcand- 
tires  h:ld  written  was  a  fafficient  rule ;  eO- 
peci^lly  as  ix\  this  af&ir  of  orthography  as 
yec  'thei'e  were  bat  ifew  oertaio  and  genef- 
vfltly -admitted  pvinciples  eftabliflied^  and 
that  »in  xh&  reft  every  one  framed  thofc 
•which  ihis  fancy  fuggcfted.  Maftcr  Mat- 
4iii  (fo  was  our  ^hopping  pedagogue  call- 
^,  and  ibmetimes  Maimed  Mavtin)  Mailer 
'Martin,  who,  as  we  have  hinted,  was  ra- 
ther inclined  to  follow  an  eccentric  rbumb^ 
Tead  all  the  three  treatifes ;  4ind  as  :he  faw 
that  the  thing  was  for  the  moft  part  arbl- 
-trary,  .and  that  every  one  walked  in  the 
'pathsof  his  own  heart,  a  moft  ftrangc  idea 
took  ^pofleffion  of  bis  imagination.  It 
(eemed  to  him  that  he  had  as  .good  preten- 

K  4  fions 
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iions  to  be  the  inventor^  founder*  and  patrl'>' 
arch  of  a  hew  fyftem  of  orthography,  as  any 
jackanapes  of  them  all ;  and  his  vanity 
even  flattered  him  that  he  might  perhaps 
come  out  with  one,  till  then  never  heard 
or  thought  of,  which  (hould  be  more  juft 
and  rational  than  any  hitherto  difcovered  j 
figuring  to  himfclf,  that,  if  he  (hould  hap- 
pily cfFedt  thisi  he  {hould  be  the  moft  fa^ 
mous  mailer  that  had  ever  been  in  the 
world  from  the  foundation  of  fchools  to 
the  inftitution  of  Efculapiufes^ ^  inclujiv}. 

Full  of  this  idea  he  began  thus  to  reafon 
with  himfelf:  **  God  defend  me!  Arc 
not  words  the  images  of  our  conceptions, 
and  were  not  letters  invented  to  reprefent 
word5,  by  which,  when  ajl  is  faid  and 
done,  do  not  they  alfo  come  to  be  reprc^ 
fentatives  of  conceptions  ?  Well  now, 
thofe  letters  which  (hall  beft  reprefont 
what  is  conceived,  muft  of  courfe  be  the 
moft  proper  and  adequate  ;  apd  thqs,  when 
I  conceive  a  fmall  thing,  muft  I  not  write 
it  with  a  fmall  letter,  and  a  great  concep- 
tion with  a  great  letter  ?  For  inftance,  can 
any  thing  be  more  impertinent  than,  fpeak- 
ing  of  of  a  Leg  of  ^ttU  to  write  it  wuth 

♦  A  corruption  from  Efcuelas  pias^  fchools  of  chari- 
table fcundation.  *  ; 
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an.  /  as  fmall  as  if  I  was  fpeaking  of  the  /eg 
of  a  /ark  s  or  when  treating  of  a  Jkfountain, 
to  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  little  fcoundrel  tn  as 
if  I  was  talking  of  a  /^oufe  ?     This  is  not 
to  be  borne^  and  has  been  a  moft  grofs  and 
fatal  inadvertency  in  all  who  hitherto  have 
written.     A  pleafant  thing  indeed^  or  to 
fpeak  properly,  mod  ridiculous,  to  equal 
^accheus  in  the  Z  with  Zabulon  and  with 
Zorababel!     The  firft,  it  is   plain  from 
fcripture,  was  a  little  tiny  fellow,  alnK)ft 
a  dwarf,  and  the  two  others  any  perfon  of 
judgment  conceives  to  be  at  lead  as  great 
and  corpulent  as  the  bigged  giant  on  the 
/day  of  Corpus.     And  to  think  that  they 
jdid  not  fill  as  much  fpace  of  air  as  they  fill 
of  the  mouth,  proportione  fervata,  is  an 
idle  dory.     Now  behold,  let  ^^accheus  and 
Zabulon  go  forth  on  paper,  and  being  or 
having  been  fo  unequal  in  their  bulk,  is  it 
jud,  is  it  reafonable,  they  appear  equal  ip 
the  writing!  It  can   never  be;  'tis  mqft 
highly  ridiculous.     Item,  if  one  is  fpeaking 
of  a  man  in  whom  all  things  were  greats 
as  if  one  (hould  fay  a  St.  Augudin,  fetttng 
forth  his  Talents,  his  Genius^  his  Com- 
preheniion,  mud  we  write  and  paint  upop 
paper  thefe  gigantic  endowments  with  let- 
|crs  $$  minifte  ^nd  indiviiible  as  if  we  were 

d)eakinfi^ 
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l^p^eaid^g  hy  com^parifoii  of  ithore<](f  Jthe  us* 
ihfor  of  The'Efic  poem  on  >tie  JiJeofS^.  An- 

4vtAi}d  be  43ot  oniy  ridictaiou^  b*t  t^rgkly 
o^en^e  to  the  grea«nefs  of  un  Ivcly  ifadier 
ai  fuch  magmtodc.  Eeiides,  what  ^\\  c^i 
bt  greafter  t^n  to  enable  smy  peador,  vikh 
only  opening  >the  bDok>  and  before  'he  Mad$ 
a  W3rdx)f  il:->  ^t^^nourbytbe  fisre  and  muU 
fiTude  of  ifhe  greM  Idsters  tbatt  Grand,*  Mag<* 
i>iBcent^  and  H'Oge  Matter  i^  contained 
tiidrisfin-;  and  on  «he  €onti$ary»  in  feeing 
that  all  (fhe  ^l^ers  are  iof  regular  and  evi^a 
Iktufie^  ekcept  tfere  and  lHao^tc  ont^  which 
t>y')ts  particalar  mak^  over-topB  -ittie  reft, 
dijke  a  lew  fmall  enfign^  in  a  pfocsolfioft,  be 
itiVLj  immediately  ^ftiut  the  book  and  not 
4die  his 'lime  in  reading-it,  Jcnowingat  one 
<^^ft  of  his  eye.lhat'h  'treats  only  of  very  or- 
-dinarxy  and  conimon  things'?  ^I  will  ex- 
l^lain  this  in  an  example 'from  a  (lupenckMsis 
•^^mon  pKeaehed  upon 'this  vei^y&airft,  nhe- 
;}))^ft'I  ever  hearrd,  or  expe<^  tobe«r,in  all  die 
•ftiys  of 'my  life.  The  preacher^waspinting 
r^  'queftion*— to  be  -refolved  by  thimfdtf— 
-why' St.  A iigtiftin^wae  called  ffJ^e  Great  ^Fih- 
^Jlfif"  if  the  Ghurcb^  and  no  other  holy  father 
-ordoiftor  0f4t  had  this  B^i/f*?  (fo-mainKji 
^M^Ttin  galled  it}and-a^{Wered^^ 

^^  Becaufc 
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**  BecHrufe  my  Atiguftm  was  not  onJy  the 
Greaft  Father,  but  the  Great  Mother,  and 
the  Graodfether  of  the  Church.  Great 
Father,  becaufe  befdre  bk  i:onve^fion  He 
liad  many  fons,  though  no  noore  than  one 
of  them  wfiis  gained.  Great  Mother,  be^ 
*cauf€  Hb  conceived  afid  brought,  forth 
many  books.  Grandfather,  becauie  He 
begot  the  Hermits  of  St,  Auguftin,  and 
the  Hermits  of  St,  AqgtsAin  afterwar<h  be*? 
got  aU  'the  M^fKlicant  Frat&Fnkies,  Iv^ho 
follow  His  Jioly  rules  and  €6uries>  and  who 
pre  all  Grand-daughters  of  (he  Great  Au^ 
guftin*  And  let  the  Judicious  Hearer  ob^ 
ferve  by  the  Way  tha,t  ihc  Courfes  deAroy 
the  Maternity*  and  the'Gourles  were  whet 
iecured  the  Piternity  of  tpy  Great  Father. 
Magnus  Parens," 

•*  This  piece  of  a  fcrmont— that  I  heard 
with  thefc  very  ears,  which  the  earth  has 
to  fwallowy  and  a  poor  ignorant  crazy 
wretch^  though  he  had  the  credit  of  bein|^ 
a  fcholar  and  a  man  of  judgment,  treated 
^  filthy,  flinking»  Aupid,  and  Worthy  of 
fire ;  but  to  me  it  appeared,  atid  does  ftill 
lit  this  day  appear,  the  gfc^t^  thing  in  thb 
world — I  fay  that  this  piece  of  a  ferinon^ 
written  as  i^t  is  Written,  that  is,  with  cdpi- 
fal  apd  majcftic  letters  ia  all  that  relate^t* 
.     '  St, 
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St.  Auguftin,  calls  at  firft  fight  the  atten- 
tion of  the  reader,  who  feeing  it  mud  treat 
of  grand  affairs,  and  not  able  to  contain 
himfclf,  is  carried  by  an  irrefiftible  pro- 
pcnfity,  regardlefs  of  confequences,  to  read 
it :  whereas  on  the  contrary,  had  it  been 
written  with  ordinary  letters,  he  would 
have  very  (lightly  regarded  it,  and  perhaps 
returned  it  to  its  (helf  without  redding  a 
iingle  word.  So  that  the  advantages  of  my 
orthography  will  be,  in  the  firft  place,  the 
fuitablenefs  of  the  letters  to  the  concep- 
tions which  they  reprefcnt;  fecondly,  the 
preferving  of  decoruai  towards  the  perfon- 
agcs  who  are  treated  of ;  thirdly,  a  power- 
ful excitement  of  the  attention  of  the 
reader ;  and  in  the  fourth  place  I  may  add, 
an  encreafe  of  beauty  to  the  writing  itfcif  s 
fihce  capital  letters  are  upon  paper  what 
large  trees  are  in  a  garden,  which  at  once 
both  dignify  aiid  adorn  it,  and  immediately 
give  all  beholders  to  underftand  that  this  is 
the  garden  of  a  man  of  affluence  and  tafte; 
,  whilft  a  book  all  of  equal  and  fmall  letters 
looks  at  beft  but  as  a  mere  kitchen-garden, 
fit  only  to  lie  behind  a  convent  of  friars,  or 
furnifh  cabbages  for  the  market." 

With  thefe  wife  and  weighty  confidera- 
tions  the  extravagant  Mailer  Martin  became 

I  fQ 
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fo  enamoured  of  hia  new  orthography,  that 
he  refolved  to  profecute,  and  to  teach  it. 
And  the  fchool  of  Villaornate  being  then 
vacant^  by  the  promotion  of  the  late  maf- 
tcr  to  the  Notaryfhip  of  Cojezes,  he  flood 
candidate  for  it,  and  got  it  with  a  wet  fin- 
ger, for  his  fame  was  already  fpread  abroad 
.  by  the  clients  who  flocked  to  the  Notary 
with  whom  he  lived  at  St.  Millan.  From 
the  report  of  fo  ftapendous  a  mafter,  chil- 
dren tumbled  in  from  all  parts  of  the  neigh* 
bourhood  as  thick  as  hops ;  and  Anthony 
Zotes  and  his  wife  refolved  to  fend  Gerry 
thither,  that  his  aptitude  for  learning  might 
be  properly  cultivated.  Mafter  Martin  re- 
ceived him  with  much  endearment,  and  im- 
diately  began  to  diftinguifli  him  from  a- 
mongft  the  reft  of  the  children.  He  feated 
him  cloie  by  himfelf ;  cut  him  ftyles,of  little 
flicks  to  point  out  his  letters  with  ;  wiped 
his  nofe;  gave  him  nuts  and  th&  parings  of 
his  apples  i  and  when  the  child  wanted  to 
go  forth,  being  but  lately  acquainted  with 
breeches^  an4  not  very  fkilful  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  them,  the  mafter  himfelf  let 
them  down  for  him/  and^  tucking  up  |iis 
fmall  meafure  of  linen,  held  him  out  in  a 
proper  pofture  in  the  yard  'till  his  little  oc- 
caQons  were  performed.     All  was  not  gold 

i  that 
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that  glittered  ;  aod  the  fly  rpgtle  l^o^w  i(«i^ 
\ycll.  that  his  kindneflesi  to  Qerry.  wquidl 
not  ))e'lo(t^  or  puf  ina  Fei^t  fack^  fs  we  fay^ 
for  the  good  folks,  at  home  Wese  flighted 
beyond  mes^furc  >vith  theta  %  a^nd  ^eiid^$ 
paying  him  very  pijndlually  ths  Hx-pence  a 
month,  the  Saturda/s  e^kc  (at^d  w^Zi\  thf  ir 
£>n  brought  was  the  be(k  and  l^rgeft)  at^d 
^W4ys  accompanied  by  a  couple  of  tuiikcy' 
eggs  as  large  and  f^ir  as  the  ivft^y  balh 
ufed  to  play  with  at  ^rucos  *- — h^fide$  tfcis^ 
l  fay,  when  they  killi^d  a  hog,  there  were 
three  black- puddings  made  fare  of^  wilh 
a  good  pi^ce  of  the  fiake^  wUhotit  taking 
into  the  account  the  red:un[)  Ail0ed  with 
black-pudding,  and  two  good  y^vih  of  fau-^ 
f^ge,  which  were  cafrfv^iy  h^i^g  by  as  a 
regale  for  th.e  d^y  of  the  S^inf  wboTe  Qame 

he  bore.    And  when  Madam  was  brought 

to  b€4— rfo  the  children  <;»lled  tK?  «»iftrefs 
•"rrit  was  a  known  thing  th^t  the^  a^unt  Ca*^ 
tapla  fent  her  aprefeni  of  the  (vo  fatted 
fowU  of  any  (he  had  in  tl^o  yarc),  and  a 
pound  of  choice  biJ^HiM*  which  W^re  fent 
for  on  purpofe  from  ViUs^inaHan.  With 
this  Madam  and  5ir  ftlrpoft  vi^ed  who  ihould 
ipakF  moft  of  Geriy,  infpn^uch  that  Madaim 

♦  A  game  i^efembling  Billiards^  but  the  balls  are 
l^uch  larger  than  tl)ofe  ufed  al  Billiard^. 

cut 
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t:fjt  Ills  nails  every  Saturday,  and  once  t 
fortnight  difpeopled  hi«  bead« 


CHAP.    VL 

jfy  which  tb$  fifth  Chapter  is  divided^  as  ii 

gro%vs  long. 

N' OW  with  this  care  which  the  maft«r 
;    took  of  Gerry,  with  the  application 
of  the  child, and  with  hi»quicknefsand  good 
pares,  which    ho  really-  had,    he  learned 
eafily  and  expeditioufly  whatever  was  taught 
him.     His  misfortune  was  to  fall  ever  into 
the  haixls  af  flovenly  and  whimfical  mafters, 
like  the  maimed  Martin,  trho,  in  all  the 
faculties,  taught  him  a   thoufand  iblli^s» 
forming  htm  from  a  child  to  fo  particular  a 
taAc  for  every  thing  that  was  ridiculous, 
impertinent  and  extravagant,  that  he  coald 
never  leave  it ;  and  though  he  often  met 
with  able,   wi^e,    and  experienced   men, 
who  endeavoured  to  open  his  eyes  thet  he 
might  din:ingui(h  good  from  evil  (as  wiH 
be  feen  in  the  courfe  of  this  punAual  hii^ 
tory)  it  was  never  poffibleto  difmount  him 
from  his  hobby- hoffe-<—fo  ftrong  a  tin^ure 
'did  his  mind  retjiia  of  the  firft  abfurditice 

that 
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that  were  poured  into  it»  Mader  Martin 
invented  every  day  greater  and  greater  fol- 
lies; and  having  read  in  a  book,  intitled 
The  M^^^r  of  Scbool-Majierst  that  particu-' 
lar  care  ^ould  be  taken  to  teach  children 
their  native  and  mother- tongue  with  pu- 
rity and  propriety*  -~  becaufe  experience 
(hews  that  the  incongruity*  barbarifms^ 
and  foiecifms*  with  which  many  natives 
ipeak  all  their  lives  are  owing  to  the  bad 
manner*  improprieties*  and  wrong  phra- 
feology  which  ftick  to  them  in  childhood- 
he  was  very  fludious  to  make  them  fpeak 
the  Spanish  tongue  well.  But  it  happened 
that  he  himfelf  could  not  poffibly  fpeak  it 
worfe  than  he  did ;  for  as  he  was  fb  whim* 
iical  and  ftxange  in  his  mode  of  conceiv- 
ing* in  like  manner  as  he  had  invented  a 
mod  extravagant  orthography*  he  had  alfo 
taken  it  into  his  head  that  he  could  invent 
a  language  no  lefs  extravagant. 

Whilfl  he  was  writer  to  the  Notary  at 
.St.  Milan*  he  had  obferved  in  various  pro-* 
cefTes  fuch  exprefSons  as  thefe*  Mary  Ga- 
vi/an,  the  fourth  witnefsy  being  examined^ 
&c.  Ann  Pa/omo,  the  eighth  witnefs^  &c. 
this  hurt  him  infinitely ;  for*  faid  he  with- 
in himfelf*  if  a  man  is  a  witnefs*  a  woman 
muft  ncceflarily^c  a  witnejfefs^  fince  other- 

.  wife. 
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(Wife,  the  fexes  are  confounded^  and  inAead 
of  Spaniil)^  it  feems  the  barbarous  dialect: 
of  Bifcay.     Neither  could  be  fufFcr  that 
fthc  author  of  "  The  Life  and  Miracles  qf 
St.  Catherine"  ihould  fay^  Catherine^   tbfi 
fub^Sl  of.  cur  bifiory ;  feen>ing  to  him  th^t 
X^atberine  and  fubjeB  were  ^  f;jl£c  concord^ 
iince  it  amounted  to  the  f;iifne  as  to  fay^  Car 
tberine^  the  .man  of  our  bifiqry,  \t  being  ^ 
;pLain  cafe  that  men  only  opght  tp  be  called 
Jiiij^Sis,  and  vfovatn  fuhj^SifiJJ^s.     JBiJt  if  h:c 
^et  in  a  hook  with  fuch  aniejcpreilion  a$^ 
^be  was  not  f  fo^mon  wg^Mj  but  a  geniffs 
Mnd  an  elegant  writer ^  he*  tpts^lly  loft  bis 
.paticQC^,  and  f^Id  to  hijs  £?hplars,  all  fu- 
various  and  darning  with  sif^$itb>  **  Intolera- 
ble !  W^^  is.  there  more^lio  be  di;^^^  biit,<p 
.take  pip. out; beards  ^n^  ;]>^e9chQS  «nd  p4;t 
them  upoji  women  1  Whyd^ooid.  it  not  he 
faid,  Sbe  mis  not  a  4:omriton  .  wo^oft,  but  ^a 
geniufsfi  ,an4  an  degofit  writrix  T'    Attd  tjy 
this  fan>e  rule  he  taugb;t  tl^em  that  th^ 
^ould  n^ver  fay  el  ahna  fpr  la  alma^  elqgfia 
ibr  la  aguay  &c.  where  the  mafculine  ar(i« 
cle  is  joined  with  a  feminine  noun  to  pr.^- 
vent  the  hiatus  of  the  ppen  vowels  i  finpe 
to  comply  with  cuftom  in   this  particular 
"was  amongft  the  ridkularia  of  the  learned, 
intolerant,  and  intolerable  B^urbadiSo. 
Vol.  1/  L  Above 
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Above  all  he  was  exceedingly  diftnrbed 
at  thofe  words  in  Spanifh  which  begin  with 
arre  *,  as  arrepentirfe ^   arremangarfe,  &cc, 
fwearing  and  forfwcaring  that  he  would 
not  reft  'till  he  had  baniflied  them  from, all 
the  dominions  of  Spain,  as  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  but  that  they  muft  have  been  intro- 
duced by  fome   of  the  carriers  who  con- 
duced   the   baggage    of    the   Goths  and 
Arabs.     He  told  the  children  that  to  fpeak 
in  this  manner  was  ill-breeding,  and  to 
treat  people  like  mules  and  affes.     And  to 
this  purpofe  he  related,  that  a  certain  revc- 
•rend  father  walking  in  the  ftreets  of  Sala- 
manca with  a  young  Irifli  friar  as  his  com- 
panion, who  was  lately  tranfplanted,  and 
not  yet  well  acquainted  with  our  language, 
met  in  River-ftreet  with  a  parcel  of  water- 
carriers  following  their  loaded  afles,  and  cry- 
ing arre,  arre.  The  young  Iri(hiiian  aiked  the 
father  what  was  the  meaning  of  are — pro- 
nouncing the  r  foftly,  as  it  iscuftomary  with 
ftrangers — the  father  anfwered  him  that  it 
was  intended  to  make  the  affes  get  on.  Soon 
after  the  father  meets  an  old  friend,  and 
flood  talking  with  him  In  the  ftreet  fd  long 

♦  The  gie  ho  of  the  Spaniards,  or  expreflioii  to 
quicken  the  motion  of  their  cattle  >  two  fyllables^  and 
the  accent  flrong  upon  the  firft  r. 

that 
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Uiat  the  Irifliman  was  out  of  patience,  and 
not  knowing  hdw  toexprefs  himfclf  othcr-^ 
wife,    he  took  hold   of  his  companion's 
i]eeve>  and  faid  to  hint  with  great  plea* 
fantry>  "  Arei  Father,  Are"  which  was  ce- 
lebrated throughout  Salamanca  with  much 
laughter.     **  But  now  (faid  Mafter  Martin 
very  much  incenfcd)    whether  arre  goes 
alode,  or  accompanied  by  other  letters,  ilill 
it  is  always  arre,  and  it  is  always  a  moft 
fhameful  difcourtefy  to  treat  rational  crea-* 
tures  in  this  manner  :  and  therefore  I  giv^ 
you  notice^  (and  mind  you  remember  it!) 
that  if  any  of  you  unhandfomely  arre  my 
ears,  I  will  handfomely  arre  his  a — *"  and 
he  out  with  it  roundly.     Juft  at  this  time  . 
one  of  the  little  oneSi  who  was  tiot  yet  in 
breeches,  being  taken  with  a  necefTary  call» 
fet  himfelf  before  the  mailer,  and  makings 
the  ufual  fign^  afked  him  to  go  forth  with 
much  innocence^  but  added,  that  he  did 
not  know  ho^^  to  arremangarfe  or  tuck  up. 
his  coats. — i"  Then  I'll  teach  thee,  thou 
greateft  of  all  rafcals,"  faid  Martin  in  a 
rage^  fnatching  the  rod ;  and,  no  fooner 
faid  than  done^  he  threw  back  his  fkirts, 
and  laid  him  on   a  found  whipping,  re- 
peating  between  whiles,    "  There,  there, 
lee  how  you  arre  me  again  in  a  hurry  V 

L2  All 
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.  AU  thefe  lefTons  did  our  little  Gerry  Ukia 
admirably  well ;  atid  is  he  likewife  learned 
in  a  little  more  than  a  year  to  read  ptint,  and 
written  hand»  and  law^procefles^  and  alfo 
to  make  pot-hooks  and  hangers,  and  wa& 
almofl  in  whole  joinings  the  mafter  thought 
it  inctimhent  on  him  to  cultivate  hien  more 
and  more,  teaching  him  all  the  moft  9b- 
Arufe  and  recondite  matters  he. was  him- 
felf  acquainted  with,  and  with  whidi  he 
had  (hone  at  more  than  two  meetings  of 
the  fraternity  he  belonged  to,  in  the  pre* 
fence  of  fome  of  the  clergy  who  were  tC* 
teemed  the  moik  mighty  moralifts  ^  all  the 
country ;  one  of  which,  who  had  all  Ldr^ 
raga  ^  at  his  fingers'  ends,  and  was  a  man 
that  foared  out  of  fight,  was  thunderihick 
and  dumb-ibonded  upon  hearing  him  on 
fach  an  occafion« 

Now  it  happened,  as  his  eril  genius  tfc 
iQ-luck  were  ever  iettiiig  before  poor  Matt*^ 
tin  all  manner  of  ridiculous  things>  and  atf 
he  had  the  knack  of  making  whatever  was 
the  reverfe  appear  to  be  fuch  in  his  mouthy 
that  a  Spanid)  comedy,  en^titled^  EI  ViUafio 
Cavalliro^  or^  The  Clown  tur^ned  Gentle- 
leman,  a  bad  copy  of  one  written  in^Prench 

^  A  book  of  moralityin  which  candidates  for  orders 
are  examiQed. 

by 
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by  the  inc^tnplrable  Moliere,  with  almoft 
the  fime  title,  fell  into  his  hands.  In  this 
comedy  fs  a  pleafant  banter  on  thofe  pe- 
dantic pedagogues  who  wade  their  time  in 
teaching  children  things  imrpertinent  abd 
ridiculous,  of  which  the  ignorance  is  of  as 
much  importance  as  the  knowledge ;  and 
to  exemplify  this  a  mafter  is  introduced  to 
the  new-mado  gentleman  to  teach  him  how 
the  vowels  and  confonants  are  pronounced. 
Now  what  does  you  me  this  maimed  Mar^- 
tio,  this  Diabie  Boiteux  o*  my  fins,  but 
iearn  all  th^s  pleafant  paiTage  by  heart,  and, 
being  as  maimed  in  his  noddle  as  he  was 
in  his  fupporters,  underfland  it  all  with 
the  greateft  ferioufnefs  in  the  world,  fi«i 
guring  to  himielf  what  in  reality  was  no 
other  than  a  moft  delicate  fatirc  as  a  lefibn 
fo  important,  that  svithoot  it  there  could 
not  be  .a  fchooi-mifter,  who,  before  God 
and  in  confcience,  ought  to  be  one  ! 

One  day  then,  having  cori-edled  the 
tafks  with  more  hafte  than  ufual,  he  called 
Gerry  to  him^  made  him  ftand  before  the 
table,  rung  the  bell- for  iilence^  ordered  all 
the  boys  to  be  attentive^  and  addreffing 
himfelf  to  our  youngfter  faid,  with  great 
gravity,  "  Tell  me,  fon,  how  many  letters 
are  there  J**     "  I  don't  knowt  Sir,'*  an- 

L  3  fwered 
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fwcrcd  Gerry  readily,  "  for  I  have  no| 
counted  them/*  ^*  Then  you  are  to  know 
(continued  Martin)  there  arc  twenty- four, 
and  if  you  doubt  it,  count  them,"  The  child 
counted  them,  and  faid  with  intrepidity, 
♦^  Sir,  in  my  book  there  are  twenty-five.*- 
^*  Thou  art  a  blockhead  (replied  the  mafr 
ter)  becaufe  the  two  firft  A  a  arc  but  one 
letter  with  a  different  form  or  figure  :*'  he 
faw  he  had  hurt  his  beloved  little  fcholar, 
and,  to  reaffure  him,  added,  ^*  but  I  don't 
wonder  that  you,  being  but  a  child,  and  not 
having  been  above  a  year  at  fchool,  fhould 
not  know  the  number  of  the  letters,  for 
xnany  men  do  I  know  who  are  full  of  grey 
hairs,  who  arc  called  moft  learned,  and 
who  are  feen  in  high  pofls  and  dignities, 
who  yet  do  not  know  the  letters  of  the  al« 
phabet?— but  thus  goes  the  world !"  And 
upon  faying  tins  he  drew  a  mofl  profound 
iigh.  ^*  The'  fault  of  this  fatal  ignorance 
is  to  be  laid  to  the  flate  and  magiflracy, 
which  admit  for  fchool-mafters  idiots  who 
are  not  fit  to  be  made  altar-boys ;  but  this 
is  not  for  you,  nor  for  this  place  ;  the  time 
will  come  when  the  king  Ihall  know  what 
paffes.     Let  us  go  on. 

"  Of  thefe  four  and  twenty  letters  fomc 
arc  ca}lcd  fonfonants,  others  vowels.     The 

vowels 
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iiDwols  are  llivc^  a,  e,  !»  o»  u ;  they  are 
called  vowels  or  bocales^  becaufe  they  are 
pronounced  with  the  mouth  or  boca^ 
*•  Then  perhaps.  Sir,  (interrupted  Gerry 
with  his  natural  vivacity)  the  others  are 
pronounced  with  the  ",  making  ufe 

of  a  word  which  fet  all  the  boys  a  laugh- 
ing very  heartily.  Martin  was  a  little  out 
of  countenance*  but  taking  it  as  a  joke,  he 
contented  himfelf  with  looking  fomewhat 
ierious,  and  bidding  him  not  be  fo  bold, 
but  to  let  him  go  on  with  what  he  was  fay-* 
i/ig.  **  I  fay  then  that  the  vowels  or  boca^ 
les^  are  called  thus  becaufe  they  are  pro« 
nounced  with  the  mouth  or  hoca^  and  pure- 
ly with  the  voice ;  but  the  confonants  are 
pronounced  with  the  addition  of  vowels. 
This  is  better  explained  by  example.  A 
the  firft  vowel  is  pronounced  by  opening 
the  mouth  widc»  A.  As*  foon  as  Gerry 
heard  this  he  opened  his  little  mouth,  and 
looking  round  on  all  fides,  repeated  many 
times,  <'  a,  a,  a ;  our  mafter  is  in  the  right 
pf  it/'  Martin  proceeded,  "  the  E  is  pro- 
nounced by  drawing  the  under  jaw  nearer 
to  the  upper  one,  c/*  '*  Let  us  fee,  let 
ps  fee,  faid  the  child,  ''  as  I  do  now.  Sir, 
(,  e,  e^  a,  a,  a,  e;  Jefus,  what  a  clever 

L  4  thing 
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tWng  this  is  ;'*     **  The  I  is  pronounced  by 
bringing  the  jaws  ftill  cloftf  together,  and 
drawing  back,  equally,  the  extremities  of 
the  mouth  towards  *  the  cart,  i,  i/'    "  Stay^ 
Sir,  let  me  fee  if  I  do  it,  i,  i,  i/'   '  •*  Nei- 
ther more  nor  lefe;  my  fon  i  yoru  pronounce 
the  i  to  perfe<3ioh.     The  O  it  formfed  by 
opening  the  jawsf,  and  then  joining  the  lips' 
^t   their  extretnities,    their  liliddle  part$ 
/bmewhat  protruded  and  open,  of  thcm-r 
felves  forming  a  round  thing  which  reprcr 
fonts  an  o/'     Gerry  with  bis  ufual  intrepi- 
dity began  imtfitdiatily  to  <nakef  the  cxpe- 
fimcrit,  atnd  to  bawl  6,  o,  o.     The  rhafter 
would  know  if  the  reft  O'f  iht  boys  had 
Jcarned  this  m6ft  important  leflbn,  and  or-r 
dered  that  thejr  riiouW   all  at  onc^,  in  a 
loud  voice,  prbrioonce  the  letters  he  had 
juft  explained  to  them.     Dire<5t?y  v*^as  fe( 
lip  a  noife,  eohfofion,  and  upt-oar,  a*  of  all 
the  infcrtials.  Sotne  blwled  i,  a,  a;  others 
e,  e^  e  j  btheh  i,  i,  f,  and  others  o,  o,  di 
K^artin  hopped  about  Fronl  forni  to  forttl 
looking  at  feme,  liftening  ity  others,   arid 
corredling  aH ;  bhc'sjiWS  hi  dptikd,  an-^ 
ptlier's  hecldfed,'held  together  fh«  Tips  of 
a  third,  ftfctched  wide  thbft  of  a  fourth, 

f  The  i  in  Spanifh  is  prpftounced  like  our  double  ec. 

*  •  » 

and. 
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^d^  in  Oibrt,  fach  the  rude  noife  was  and 
the  wild  diforder,  that,  if  things  religious 
may  be  like  thefe  trifling,  the  School  feem« 
ed  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  the  choir  of 
the  holy  church  of  Toledo  on  the  Vefper^ 
of  the  Expectation  *. 

With  a  head  chock-full  of  thefe  imper- 
tinences;  antl  moft  profitably  flored  with 
folly  and  extravagance,  reading  badly,  and 
writing  worfe,  did  our  Gerund  return  hom^ 
to  Carnpazas ;  for  the  mafter  had  told  hisf 
parents  that  his  conicience  would  not  fufier 
.him  to  keep  him  longer  at  fchool,  as  he  was 
a  boy  who  foared  out  of  fight,  and  charged 
them  not  to  de)ay  putting  him  immediate- 
ly to  grammatical  learning,  for  that  he 
would  become  the  honour  of  the  whole 
country.  Our  young  fcholar  the  very  night 

*  **  The  fcftival  of  our  lady  of  O,  in  expe£btion  of  deli* 
very,  fo  called  from  the  feven  preceding  anthems  to  the 
Magnificat  beginning  with  O,  fung  feven  days  before  the 
birth,  O  Sapieniia,  &c.— O  Jdonai^^^O  kadix  Jtfe^'-O 
Clavis  DaviJ"'0  Orlins — O  Rix  Genlium—'O  Etnma^ 
itire/.— All  thefe  O's  are  flgnificam  eitpreflk>ns  of  th< 
vehemence  with  which  the  prophets  defired  the  Coming 
of  the  Mefliah  ;  and  to  thele  O's  of  the  patriarchs  are 
i^onfonant  the  0*9  or  defires  of  the  Virgin — O  when  will 
that  day  come— O  Vrben  will  that  happy  hoar  arrivd,^<^ 
I  (hall  fee  with  my  eyes  and  hold  in  my  arms  the  Son  of 
itJod  and  me !  O  whtn,  O  when,  &:c..  This  feftival 
yf%^  inftituted  by.  %  biibop  of  Toledo."  Bluteao. 

he 
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be  arrived,  failed  not  to  make  an  often ta«r 
lion  of  his  abilities,  and  the  great  matters 
he  had  learned  at  fchool,  before  his  fa-^ 
tberand  mother,  the  parfbn  of  the  parift), 
and  a  friar  who  was  upon  his  journey  of 
going  from  one  convent  to  be  fettled  at 
another,  for  of  thefe  fort  of  gentry  the 
houfe  was  fcarcely  ever  clear.  '*  What 
(hall  I  lay.  Sir  (fays  Gerry  to  the  parfon) 
that  you  don't  know  how  many  letters 
there  arc  in  the  alphabet?"  The  parfon 
was  farprized  by  a  queftion  he  had  never 
heard  made  before,  and  anfwcred,  '^  Son» 
I  never  counted  them/'  "  Then  count 
them  (proceeds  the  boy)  and  I  will  lay  an 
halfpenny,  th^t  even  after  having  counted 
them  you  don't  know  how  many  they  are." 
The  parfon  counted  five  and  twenty,  after 
having  blundered  two  or  three  times  in  the 
a,  b,  c ;  and  Gerry^  clapping  his  hands 
with  great  glee,  and  crowing,  faid,  "  Ah, 
ah  !  I  have  caught  you  !  I  have  won!  For 
you  reckon  for  two  letters  the  two  firft  A  a 
which  is  but  one  letter  written  in  different 
manners.'*.  Then  he  fajd  tQ  the  Friar,  **  I 
will  lay  another  halfpenny  that  you  don't 
|cnow  how  afs  (hould  be  written,  whether 
yriih  a  great  A  or  ^  little  one."  *♦  Son,  re* 

plied 
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plied  the  good  Religious  *,  I  have  always 
lecn  it  written  with  a  little  one/'  '«  No 
Sir,  no  Sir,  if  the  afs  is  a  little  tiny  one 
indeed  and  Aill  at  fchool,  it  is  written  with 
a  little  a;  but  if  it  is  a  great  afs,  fucb  an 
afs  as  my  father,  I  fay,  if  it  is  fuch  an  afs 
as  my  father  has,  it  muH:  be  written  with 
a  great  A  ;  becaufe  my  mafter  fays  that 
things  are  to  be  written  as  they  are,  and 
upon  that  account  that  a  leg  of  beef  re- 
quires a  much  larger  1  than  a  leg  of  mut- 
ton." The  reafon  was  convincing  to  them 
all,  aftonifhed  as  well  at  the  profound  wif- 
dom  of  the  teacher  as  at  the  progrefs  of  the 
difciple :  and  the  good  Friar  confefTed,  that 
though  he  had  gone  through  the  courts  of 
the  two  univerfities  of  Salamanca  and  Val- 
ladolidi  he  had  never  heard  in  them  any 
thing  like  this ;  and  turning  to  Antony 
Zotes  and  his  wife,  alTured  them  with 
much  weight  and  confideration  **  The  mo- 
ney was  well  fpent,  my  good  brethren,  that 
was  paid  to  the  mailer  of  Villaornate,  and 
you  have  not  in  the  leaft  to  arrepentirfe  or 
repent  yourfelves  of  it/*  As  foon  as  the 
child  heard  arrepentirfe^  he  began  fpitting 
^nd  fpawling  in  abhorrence  of  it^  exclaim- 

•  When  this  word  is  ufcd  fubftantively  it  means  al- 
^Tf  one  9f  the  regulars  or  profeiTed. 

ing, 
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ing,  **  Jcfus,  Jcfus^  what  a  vile  phrafe  I 
Ai^Bpentirfe !  No  Sir,  no  Sir,  arrepentirft 
\%  never  faid,  nor  any  thing  with  am ;  for 
that  my  mafler  fays  is  fit  only  for  mules 
and  affes,  and  not  for  Chriflians,  who  ought 
fo  fay  entepentir  enremangur^  &c/'  Th^ 
pajfoQ  was  amaczed,  the  Friar  crofled  hira* 
felf^  the  good  Catania  wept  for  joy,  and 
Anthony  Zotes  could  not  contain  hitnfelf 
without  crying  out,  '*  O  'tis  a  mofl  fwee( 
folly  !**  An  expreffion  with  which  a  thing 
never  ^eard  or  feen  before  is  extolled  in 
CampQS.. 

AS'  Gerry  faw  the  applaufe  with  which 
bi£f;wit  was  celebrated,  he  would  not  leave 
aoy  flop  in  his  intelle€lual  organ  untouch<- 
edj  and  addreiTing  himfelf  again  to  th^ 
|>arf(m,  faid,  ''  Sir^  afk  me  fpnieciitng 
^bottt  the.  vowels  ^nc)  confonants."  The 
|>ar^n>  who  underHpod  not  a  fyll.abb  ^i 
what  the  child  m^ant,  anfwered>  *'  of 
what  BoWelsr,  fon^  the  bowels  of  a  mai) 
or  the  bowels  .of  ^  woman  ?"  *•  No  Slr> 
of  the  letters  callecl  vQwels  and  confgndivts.V 
The  good  parfon  was  out  of  countenance, 
and  ccmfsfied  that^  he  had  never  beei)  i(>t 
Ar&ded  in  fuch  deep  things*  *'  But  { liafa>'' 
continued  the  child,  and  diredly  lugged  in 
the  whole- ridiculous  affair,  from  ear  to  tail, 

without 
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tvithout  mifikig  a  jot^  which  be  had  heard 
Maimed  Martin  defcant  upon  concerning 
the  vowels  and  confonants ;  and  when  he 
had  done^  to.  fee  if  thdy  underdood  him^ 
hefaid  to  his  mother,  ^^  Mammae  how  is 
A  pronoiancbd  ?"  •*  How  fliould  it  be  pro*r 
Boanced,  Ton,  but  thus.  A/'  opening  the 
BK>uth  ?"  **  No,  mother  5  but.how  is  the 
mouth  opened?"    ^'.  How   fhould   it   be 
opened,    fon,   but  thus,  A?"  "  *Tls  no* 
that.  Madam  ;  bat  whtti  you  open  it  to\ 
pronounce  the  A,  what  is  it  that  yoti  do  ?" 
"  Open  it,  my  fon,"  replied  the  mpft  good 
Catania.     **  Open  it !  thi3  is  faying  no* 
thing  ;  you  open  it^  likewife  to  pronounce 
the  £,  and  to  pronounce  the  I,  O^  U  ;  but 
you  do  not  thus  pronounce  the  A :  look«- 
ye^  Madam,  to  pronounce  the  A,  we  lower 
one  jaw  and  raife  the  dthen,  in  this  man** 
ner,"  and  laying  hold  cf  his  mother's  jaWs 
he  diAended  them  pretty  bandfomely,  tell* 
ifig  bcr  that  the  naorc  (he opened  her  mouth 
the  better  would  be  the  A  (he  pronouoed*^ 
Then  he  made  his  father  pronounce  the  £, 
the  paribn  the  I,  the  Friar  the  O,  and  he 
himfelf  chofe»  as  the  mpfl  difficult  of  aii, 
the  pronunciation  of  the  U,  charging  thern^ 
that  they  (hould  all,  at  the  fame  time,  pro* 
noooce  the  letter  fallen  to  their  0iare,  raif* 

ing 
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ing  their  voices  as  much  as  they  could,  ahcf 
obfcrving  the  form  of  each  other's  mouth 
that  they  might  fee  the  pundtuality  ^f  thd 
rules  which  he  had  been  taught  by  Mailer 
Martin.     The  toftte  of  their  voices   was 
very  different,  my  aunt  Catania  having  ai 
rough  and  mafculxne,    Anthony    Zotes  a 
hollow  and   thin,  the  parfon  a  fnufHingi 
and  nafal,  the   Friar,  who  had  narrowly 
mifled  being  vicar  of  the  choir,  a  corpu-* 
lent  and  bellwether,  and  Gerry  a  treblcf 
and  fqueaking,  voice.     Each  began  to  play 
his  part,  and  to  pronounce  his  letter  with 
all  the  noife  he  could  make  i  the  room  was 
rent,  the  houfe  thundered  :  it  was  a  fum- 
mer  evening,  and  all  the  neighbours  were 
taking  the  air  at  their  Areet-doors :  they 
all    ran    to   the   horrible    uproar  in    An-' 
thony's  houfe,  thinking  either  that  it  was 
on  fire,  or  that  fome  terrible  misfortuntf 
had  happened  j  they  entered  the  parlour  i 
behold  the  ft  range  figure  5  hear  them  con-» 
tinuing  their  noife  and  ignorant  of  what  had 
pafied,  fuppofed  they  had  all  fuddenly  ran 
mad.  They  were  preparing  to  bind  them^ 
h)^nd  and  foot,  when  a  thing,  hardly  to  be 
credited  or  imagined,  put  an  inftant  ftop 
to  their  bawling,  and  had  well  nigh  turned 

their 
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their  merry  mufic  into  a  melancholy  dirge. 
As  the  good  Catania,  in  her  zeal  to  pronounce 
an  extraordinary  fine  A,  opened  her  mqufh 
moft  extraordinarily  wide,  and  as  bountiful 
nature  had  provided  her  with  that  organ  in 
moft  abundant  mcafure,  being  a  woman, 
who  coCild  at  once  talce  in  a  pound- pear 
up  to  the  root  of  the  ftalk,  it  was  her 
milhap  to  diflocate  her  jaw  fo  dreadfully, 
that  (he  flood  a  fit  objedt  for  the  mafk  of 
a  puppet- (how,  all  the  entrance  of  the  efo- 
phagus  being  difcQvered,  with  the  falival 
dudls,  fo  clear  and  di(lin£tly,  that  the  bar- 
ber faid  he  perceived  even,  the  lymphatic 
veffels,  by  which  the  refpiration  is  fent 
forth.  They  were  all  filent ;  they  were 
all  frightened  ;  every  diligence  was  ufed  to 
reftore  the  jaw  to  its  place,  but  without 
effeft,  'till  it  occurred  to  the  barber  to  ^ive 
her  afudden  and  forcible  chuck  under  the 
chin,  which  directly  fet  it  in  its  naturd 
pofition,  though  as  fhe  was  unprepared 
for  it,  (he  bit  her  tongue  a  little,  and  fpat 
red  after  it.  With  this  the  performance 
ended  in  laughter ;  and  the  neighbours^ 
being  informed  of  the  motive  of  it,  they 
were  aflonifhed  at  the  knowledge  of  the 
child  Gerund,  and  all  told  his  father  that 

4  he 
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he  muft  be  fent  to  his  ftudles^  for  thai 
without  dottht  he  would  come  to  be  a 
hilhop. 

CHAP.    VIL 

« 

He  Jiu£es  Grammar  with  a  Domiwg  ^b$4 
^iih  regard  to  intelleStf  could  not  be  mar-- 
ried  to  Maimed  Martin  without  a  Dj^en*^ 
Jation. 

THIS  was  what  Anthony  2Jotes  was 
already  thioking  of;  and  all  the 
doubt  was  whether  he  Aiodld  be  fent  to 
Villagarcia^  or  to  a  certain  place  not  iv 
from  Campsizas,  where  there  was  a  Domn 
ne  who  had  amazed  all  the  counjtry,  and, 
z$  fome  laid*  was  a  greater  Latinifl:  than 
this  famous  Taranilla.  But  Madam  Ca- 
rtanla^  inipired  like  a  fury,  proteiled  that 
her  fon  (hould  fopner  be  thrown  down  the 
well  th^n  be  I  fent  to  Villagarcia,  that  the 
Theatiftcs  might  kill  him  j  for  that  her 
hufband  had  ftill  the  marks  of  a  whipping- 
bout  which  they  had  g^veji  him  only  be- 
cauie  he  had  jiow  and  then  drank  two  or 
three  quarts  of  wine  more  than  his  fto- 
.  mach  would  bear,  and  ufed  to  divert  him- 

fclf 
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fclf  with  the  girls  of  the  place,  which  were 
all  but  trifling  matters  and  things  which 
the  bed  of  ybuhg,  men  would  do,  and  that 
without  fpoilihg  their  fortune,  or  omitting 
^o  comply  with  all  religious  duties  like  any 
old  4nd  pure-blooded  Chriftian.  Upon 
which,  in  order  to  content  her,  it  was 
finally  determined  to  fend  the  boy  to  hi$ 
fludies  with  the  Dooiine ;  and,  as  an  ad- 
ditional motive,  my  uncle  Anthony  aiferted 
with  an  oath,  that  he  only  had  condrued 
the  elegant  dedication  of  his  brother  the 
gymnaiiarc  without  the  lead  miflake,  a 
thing,  which  not  the  greateft  moralifts  of 
all  the  defert,  nor  any  one  of  all  the  many 
learned  and  reverend  brcthren,/jyhom'he 
had  entertained  in  his  houfcy  though  fomc 
of  them. were  Definers  ^,  had  been  capable 
of  doing. 

As  foon  then  as  St.  Luke's  day  arrived* 
Aothony  himfelf  went  with  his  fon  to  prc- 
fent  and  recommend  him  to.  the  Domine. 
And  for  a  Domine  they  found  a  tall,  up^^ 

1  • 

*  A  Definer  Is  a  kind  of  Counfeilor  who  gives  advice 
cither  to  a  Provincial  Concerning  tbc  bufinew  of  a  pro^ 
▼incej  or  to  a  genera)  upon  affair^  relating  ,tp  the  wholf 
order.  There  is  a  fettled  number  of  thefc  Counfellors  i 
thefirftare  called  Dcfiners- Provincial,  the  fccond  Dc* 
finers-Generai.  i^jr^Definer  is  one  who  has  pafied  the  * 
office ;  and  fo  of  £jr-Frovincial»  &c« 

Vol.  L  M  xight» 
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hi'xtfr^trS^^oA  iHLth-mm  ttfrfwry.  %Jf* 
feeaf^,  =4  Yon'oroos,  -grav^,  ^Sflifekife,  -tfAW 

t      ^    ""    ' 

fi 

karkdd  >ea$tt  '(f<J<n^^Wi[f1g'bttV^n-'f«eh 

aft  'ohe  ds'titjs  'dnder  Vfre '(tfhih  ^a*fi-  '6  'fc^W*- 

cap)  wKiA  'i^'its^ijrfthi^iv'c  ittftltHtibh'Ti'aa 

Cdtoxit  '"WrM  ihc  dldaic.  His  ^6tf^/?atf(iH 
^as  iniafd  work  of  Latin  •iftoh ,  S^iWftr, 
Quoting  :^  every  tuTh  fajfttj^s./fefitentfes^ 
keftiiftkr,  ^&-h'i '^;(^h6fe  "idfas  tfiire  stic\Ak 

Srtd  b'oa6VnlL4Ti"nyo<!tV  ovii^ir J/'^rto'i'f^h^; 
and  ^r-artiiiV^nariS,  'in' i'Afi^dh  of  aify  Vdtf^ 
JTenficaf  ff6fi<i<Jn.  •  Artt!ldWy  ^6tes't&td  HiHi 
that. this  boy  ^yas  his  fon,  aqd  titir,  "as'^ 
ftthef'Su^T^t,  he'ivhsifefJPoji?  of  ^Wi'iig  hfm 
ihe.'b'ih'difcytibhlnliis'pwwef.  "=(>>ti>*V 
inifnvii'ff;''  trttefr6Y>V^d't^c^ttiii^e  tJJl^i^; 
f':riiit  -is'the'-'fetft  'dbfigi^rt  df  ^r^fc; 

maxlmi  when  .God  hath  given  them  fuf- 
cient  ability;  l^^lutarcn  uys^Nu<intiquius^ 
ml  parentihus JimBius  qffmtmJiHorUwxittim 
ihatfeant,  its  prdjerfim  quos  ^Plutus  non  onimno 
infdlutatos  reHqint'*    Aifthony  Zt>tes  addedf 

that  he  hadlikewifeflttmaWsM^lndftfefti 

-» 

of 


bF  grammar,  And  was  anxtoos  that  lire  foa 
Thocrld  ftiJdy  it-— «« ^alts  pater,  taBfTrus^'' 
i-epHtdthc'Domme,  *•  though  it  was  better 
Taid  by  another,  fpcakmg  of  mothCTs  and 
'  tJaerghtcrs; 

Nam/e^kr  Uvl^erjika  matris  tier* 

Which  you  fee,  "Sir,  may  cafily  be  applied 
ko  fons  in  rcfptA  to  their  fathers ;  and 
Icnow  fir,  oh'fef"^  that  the/e  verfes  by  us 
fchblarsarecalled  leonine;  becaufe,  as  when 
the  lion  f animal  rugibile  the  .philofqphcr 
defines  him)  turns  up  his  taiU  the  extre« 
tnity  of  It  (cduda  cauda^  the  tail  of  the  tail, 
I  called  it  in  a  dedication  to  the  city  of 
Leon)  Falls  upon  the  middle  of  the  back  .of 
this  roaring  animal,  fo  the  tail  of  the  verfe, 
which  is  the  laft  word,  if  it  were  turned 
Up,  would  fall  upon  the  middle  of  the  faid 
verfe.  Obferve  it.  Sir,  in  the  hexameter; 
puta  puta,  exadly  fitting,  and  as  if  .born 
To  go  together  j  then  in  the  pentameter 
ievker^  of  which  iter  is  the  *echo.  For 
though  a  modern,  (quos  Neotericos  dicimus 
cultijimi  LatinorumJ  chufes  to  fay  that  this 
echo  or  rhime  is  a  puerile,  ridiculous,  and 
very  late  inventiop,  pace  tanti  viri^  I  will 
Sell  him  to  his  face,  that  fo  early  as  the 

M  2  time 
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time  of  Martial  it  was  very  ufual  with  the 
Greeks^  juxta  illud^  nufquam  Gracula  quod 
recantat  echo.  And  if  there  were;  need  to 
cite  Ariflotle,  Euripides,  CallimachuSy,  or 
even  Gauradas  himfelfj  who,  though  ^e 
may  not  be  a  poet  much  known,  yet  has 
his  go^  two  thoufand  years  of  antiquity,  I 
could  {hew  him  luce  meridiana  clarius  whe- 
ther this  affair  of  the  echo  was  or  was  not  2 
modern  invention;  and  I  would  firft  afk  him 
if  it  was  probable  that  a  puerile  and  ridicul- 
ous thing  (hould  be  invented  by  a  man  who 
was  called  Gauradas^  Ofurar  1  0  injama 
maledicendi  V^ 

"  As  this  child,  Sir,'*  proceeded  An- 
thony Zotes,  **  (hews  much  vivacity, 
though  he  is  but  ten  years  old*'— -**  .^/tfi 
bumankribus  Uteris  aptijjima,^*  (interrupted 
the  pedant)  as  Juflus  Lipfius  faid  ;  and  flill 
with  more  elegance  in  another  place,  de^ 
cents  Romance  lingua  element  is  maturatus.  For 
though  there  have  been  leen  in  the  world 
children  at  that,  and  even  under  that  age, 
Who  were  perfedt  grammarians,  orators,  and 
poets,  quos  videre  Jis  apud  jinium  Viterbien^ 
Jem  de  pracocibus  mentis  partubus ;  yet  thefe 
'  are  with* reafon  called,  monfters  of  nature^ 
monjlrum  borrendum,  ingens.  And  Quintus 
Horadus  Flaccus,  quern  lyricorum  antiJHtem 

extitijc 
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extitijfe  mortalium  nemo  tverit  inftcias^ '  was 
not  fond  of  thofe  anticipated  fruits,  as  it 
fcemcd  to  him  that  they  never  came  to 
good,  and  therefore  fokmne  erat  Hit  dicere, 
odi puero  pracocesfr'nSius.  *•  And  the  lame 
riiaftcr  of  Villaornatewith  whom  he  was" 
—did  the  good  Anthony  endeavour  to  pro- 
ceed,— •«  Hold,  Sir,"  cut  him  off  fliort  the 
be-latinized  Doniinc;  •*  Sijie  gradum^  via^ 
tori  was  this  child  with  the  lame  mafter  of 
Villaornatc  ?"  **  Yes,  Sir,"  anfwcred  the 
father,  **  O  fortunate  nate  !  (exclaimed  the 
moft  crudiatc  preceptor)  O  child  a  thou- 
fand  times  happy !  Many  famous  cripples 
did  antiquity  celebrate,  as  you  may  have 
read.  Sir,  in  the  curious  treatife  de  claudis 
non  claudicantibus^  taking  the  pre  fen  t  for 
the  preterite,  according  to  that  rhetorical 
figMxt  pra fens  pro  prat eritOy  which  we  calf 
enallagei  a  treatife  compofed  hy  z  prevot 
des  mercbands  at  Lvons  in  France,  called 
Monfieur  Per  icon ;  for  know.  Sir,  by  the 
wav,  *that  in  France  even  the  Pericons  ♦  arc 
monfieurs^  and  may  he  prevoTs  desmarchands. 
Immo  potuis^  without  recurring  to  arcient 
times,  novij/imis  his  tfmporibus^  in  our  own 
days,  there  was  in  this  very  France  a  moft 

♦  Perrico^  in  Spanifii  fignifies  a  Jittlc  dog,  which  b 
vital  die  Domine  here  alludes  to. 

M    X  CClCr 
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celebrated  cripple^  cabled  GH  Mina^e^  w)kv 
though  he  was  not  a  cripple  Twiurafuat  yel;^ 
however  it  be,  he  was  4  true  and  real  crip-e 
pie,  that  is,  a  cripple reaOter  ^a^arte  rei^ 
as  the  phUofopher  elegantly,  explams  hion.- 
felf ;  and  notwithflanding  his  bdngxcrip-f 
pie,  he  was  a  moft  wife  nx^vi^r^Sapient^' , 
mus  claudorum  quotquqt  fueruni  &  exunt^  aa^ 
Pliny  the  Younger  faid  learnedly.  Butt 
meo  vi4erir  in  my  poor  opinioHj  all  the  an-, 
cient  and  modern  cripples  were  fuckinif 
cripples  in  refpcdt  to  the  cripple  of  Villaor- 
nate ;  I  fpeak  intra Juos  Umkes^  in  his  wall^ 
of  fqhoolinafter,  and  therefore  I  faid  that 
this  child  had  beep  a  thoufand  times  happy. 
in  having  fqch  a  mailer  :  O  fortunate 
nate  /" 

'*  He  Is  not  lef?  fo  (proceeded  Anthony 
Zotes)  in  having  youj^  Sir,  for  hi«  pre- 
ceptor. "  **  IsJon  laudes  bominem  in  vitajua^^ 
lauda  pofi  mortem  J'  id\A  th^Domine  gravely] 
"  thefe  are  the  words  of  the  Holy  Spirrtj^ 
but  the  Heathen  poet  hath,  better  laldj^ 

Paflfatum  hmdari  decrt^  dum  gloria  ctrta!*' 

"  Better  than  the  Holy  Spirit,  Sir  I"  afkc4 
Anthony  in  a  fright.  '<  What !  are  you 
fcandalized  at  this,  Sir,^  faid  the  Domine* 
**  now  often  muft  you  have  heard  in  the 

yery 
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wry  pulpit,  froix)  preachers  who  foar  qu| 
of  fight,  Thus  fajfs  the  royal  prophet,  thu^ 
kremi^ht  thus  Paul,  but  X  fay  it  in  an-» 
Olhjfx  awancr  ?  Wlpat  U  this  hxit  to.  tell  us, 
I  fa)!  It  heu^  ?  Prater^n  quo4  I  dp  oo( 
aj^rt  ^j^  tbi?  fayijig  is  better,  bm  that  it 
\^  k^t^Xci  (a^cL  bjyfjaufe  ^c'  vfprds  of  tb^ 
^V^y  Scripture  ^f^  ^Ji^  Uttl^  Atit^ble  t^ 
f  oofir^  the  rul^Ji  of  granjnaar,  \ierba  Jacra^ 

J^rm-  M^  .4^/* "  **  1^^\  \  read  iq  I 
Ijqqw  oo;  v)^\  bi9pk  «aid  the  gpp^  A^ar- 

^<m\  wii<:p  ^  ftHd«?4  ^}  Vil%arcia,  ai^ 
yf^^  Wy  BPS^^^R  bqqg  (<:au4al.i?cd  at 
it."  "  Ay  tlj^i^s  ((i|i4  the  Doming)  ?h?  tb.cq- 

tQ  thfi  wf  akTXfl^n(j^4  i  a^n4  though  they  tell 
us  fhat  fiipj^  ^9  iiQt  jo  bc^  defpifed,  and  ia 
)bis  p;\{ticyiaf  \  think  t^ey  Iiaye  fc^fon, 
ycf  ^cj^  ][(k^w^fe  fay  ^  ^ho.w(an(i  other 
filings  very  coDteajlp^iblt^  po^wlthA^odin^ 
jti«  Ihey  yirJ^Q  ^x'tbe^,"- 

•'  \   ^^  m   "99441?  Wit^  (t^c^  'Jeep 

i  ^«(«?ch  9(  y«)Hj  5ir.  i^,   th^t  ypu  wiU 
l^ke  9S|fe  9£  \f^  hpy,  fo^  |  ^ill  take  care  to 
fh^t^]^  yoi;  as  \  94ght,  and  thilt  you  will  ' 
|oo^  t9  h^q^  a^  if  you-^er^  his  father." 

'•?'•<?«  m^mm  *^(««r4'**  ^?(>r«r^<i  th? 

M  4.  Domine, 
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Dominc,  **  quos  difcipuUs  parentum  loco  effe 
decetf  faid  Salluft  to  this  purpofe;  it  is  the 
firft  obligation  of  mafters  to  treat  their 
fcholars  as  their  children,  for  they  arc  in 
the  place  of  parents.  And  tell  me,  fon*% 
fpcaking  to  our  little  one,  fomething  be- 
tween gravely  and  kindly,  "  have  you  yet 
ftudied  any  grammatical  inftitutes  ?'*  '^  No, 
Sir,'*  anfwered  Gerry  readily,  as  it  founded 
to  him  (in  the  language  it  vsras  put)  like  a 
queftion  of  crow  quills,  **No,  Sir,  the  quills 
I  have  arc  not  crow  quills,  but  goofe  quills; 
whicn  my  mother  pulls  from  a  great  goofe 
we  have  in  our  houfe;  i  n't  it  fo,  father  ?'* 
The  preceptor  fmiled  at  the  quicknefs  and 
Intrepidity  of  the  boy,  and  faid,  non  quaro 
a  te  boc^  I  do  not  afk  you  that ;  I ,  aik  you 
if  you  *  have  any  pocket,  any  thing  yet  in 
your  little  budget  ?"  '•  Sir,  I  had  a  pocket 
when  I  wore  petticoats,  but  wheji  I  was 
breeched  my  mother  took  it  away  froni 
me."  "  Not}  valeo  a  rifu  temperare^*  faid 
the  Domine,  and  in  the  midft  of  his  great 
gravity,  burft  Jntp  laughter,  adding,  "  w- 
genium  errando  probat :  fon,  what  I  aflc  you 
is,*if  yon  have  learned  any  thing  of  the  Ac- 
cidents ?"  '*  O,  yes.  Sir  j;  I  have  already  got 
as  far  as  muja,,  a.''  *•  You  fhould  not  fay 
(q^  my  dear^ '  but  muja  mufie.''    ^^  No,  Sir, 

no, 
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no.  Sir ;  my  Accidence  does  not  fay  muftt 
mufa^  but  tnttfa  ^/'  *•  Ay,  ay,  according 
to  that  I  fee  that  thou  haft  ftudied  the  Ac- 
cidents of  Nebrixa."  **  No,  Sir;  in  my  Ac- 
cidence there  is  no  pifture  of  a  lizard  (to 
which  the  name  of  that  grammarian  ha( 
fomething  of  a  iimilar  found  in  the  Spanifh) 
but  a  fine  bold  lion  ;  look,  Sir ;"  (hewing 
the  lion,  a  device  of  the  printer,  in  the 
frontifpiece. 

The  candour  of  Gerry  did  not  fail  to  be 
well  received  by  the  rigid  fe verity  of  the 
prcceptorji  who,  turning  to  the  father,  faid, 
in  weighty  accent,  •*  Ecce  tibifebofus^  be^ 
hold  here  one  of  thpfe  errors,  grofs  as  a 
tallow  candle,  which  I  obferve  in  thefe  Ac- 
cidents of  Nebrixa,  or  of  la  Cerda,  though 
it  is  that  made  ufe  of  by  the  fathers  of  the 
company  of  Jefus,  with  whom  alfo  I 
iludied.  It  is  certain  that  they  are  moft 
wife  men,  but  yet  they  are  but  men,  and 
bomlnum  ejierrare^  they  are  (harp,  they  are 
good,  wits,  and  very  lively  ;  but  very  live- 
ly and  very  good  was  the  wit  of  Homer, 
tand,  DOtwithftanding,  aliquando  bonus  dor-- 
mitai  Homerus.  To  begin  grammar  with 
Mu/hf  Muftej  is  to  begin  where  it  (hould 
end;  c^epifti  qua  jinis  eraf  \  becaufe  the 
Mufcs,  or  poetry  I  is  the  laH;  thing  to  be 

taught 
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tausht  to  voiitb,  and  foMows,  rhetoric 
This  is  ^n  s^rguroeiu  with^  V(I;^i€l;i  I  bay^ 
a|taci;^d  m^ny  Jefaitfi,  ijnpft  f%«?qu?.  ?neai 
a(u)  n(Ot  on/&  of  them^  could  give  i^  an  ao-t 
iWcr  I  bQ(  bow  indipcd^  flpould  t\^y  aafwcf 
lifX9»  wben  tbere  is  np  aqfwer  ^  l;)te  givcii  S 
J^emdfy  s|$  t<>  i^ie  .pKii?J\j?g.  of  tbq  Ac- 
cidents, \xij^%^dLoi^\iK<\ngi\Q^^ 
genitm  mujiz,  dativQ^^  mufif,  iiffujfauvq 
mufam^  at  full  length  and  d^e  extj^qr 
fipn,.  t<?,  fa.vfi  p?i|)^  ^^J*y  abbr^yiat^e,  t^om. 
tm^a^  gen,  /f,  ^<7^  ai^  mc.  am.  An<\  whs^t 
foUPWS  ^  Either  the  poor  cbjldrcn  pro* 
nojiqci?  thus,  quod  n>ideo  qmn^fit,  r{(!^\ilum% 
0T  it  wiU  be  necefiajry  to  qiifp^pd  o\i;r  tio^e 
10  te^cbipg  then),  to  pronpunce  properly^  ^ 
I7£&i7  ^  Umpore  pretiofiuu  But  wb^re  th^ 
inf oflv^ni^pqcs  of  theff  abbreviations  is  pa^x 
pabl^  fid-  ocntuff,  is,  in  the  <ji£lionar^^^^ 
whQth4r  that;  of  %\9^$  or  pf  R^quejo.  ^ 
cbil4  gops  to  hofiifi  fxempli  cqufn^  for  the 
\aX\^  foj  w>?^r,  an4  in%ad  of  meetipg 
Ji^ith  tfkdkter  nkatrii^  h?  ^nd^  iv<?/^r  tris ;  be 
looks  fpr  tofendy  and  in^ead  of  /^///^  mtT 
tis^  h4S  /ff/V/f^  iV ;  he  wants  to  knoMT  wha( 
is  for^ir/,  s^nd  iox  fuhucula  Jubucul^,^  fP^4^ 
Qiilyjukvcyla  4r.  He  i^  minded,  fuppofC| 
like  the  boy  they  tell  us  of,  to  write  bis 
fnPtber  a  L^tja  lettcf^  (o  (hew  her  what  % 

progrcfs 
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p'Qgrcfa  he  has  made,  ia  which  he  t^lk  jier 
that  he  has;  ient  her  a  foul  Ihirt  to  waQ^ 
And  brings  in  fu^h  a  ilring.  of  abfurditie^  as. 
tbi$t  mater  tris^  mtto,  k,  fubucula  <?,  ut^ 
/ava  as.-^^^id  tibi  videtur  ?  What  cjp  yon 
think,  of  it,  Signior  Anthony  Zote^  ^^ 
«*  What  I  cannpt  help  thinking,  which  i8« 
that,  though  I  had  heard  a  thoMfand  things, 
of  the  xnpCk  ftqpendoi»s  knowledge  of  your* 
worihip,,^  and  b^d  indeed  had  fome  expe- 
rience of  it,,  hut  living  beard  yoq  know„  I 
^tm  quite  adoniflied^  I  cannot  help  thinks 
ingt  I  fayt  Sir,  that,  upon  my  return  hoo^^ 
I  have  many  thanks  ^o  give,  to  my  Catania^ 
becaufe  it  was  ihc  who.  put  the  fending  my^ 
fon  to  VUIa^arcia  oqt  of  my  hcad>  and  con^. 
tbquently  to  her,  under  Gpd^  it  i$  owiaj^ 
that  he  has  the  great  happinefs  of  having  ia 
very  learned  a  preceptor/'  With  thi^  he 
took  leave  of  the  Dominiq,  placed  Gerry  ad 
9  Dame's  or  board^ng-^hwfe  in  the  town^i 
^nd  returned  tp  Campazas  ^  where^  a$  fpoii 
as  he  arrived,  he  told  his  wife  apd  the  par-*, 
ion  of  the  pariiht  who  were  i^anding  wait-<^ 
log  for  hia^  at  the  door,  that  if  Gerry  had 
been  lucky  in  ipeetipg  with  Mailer  ^SLttitf^ 
of  Villaor^a^tei  yet  tha,t  his  fortune  was  &\\l 
greater  in  lighting  upon  fuch  a  preceptor  a& 
^  P90^ipc#  with  wli9W  h^  bad  left  bioi^ 

Vho 
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who  could  dumbfound  the  devil  himfelf  with 
Latin,  and  that  all  theTheatins  of  Villagar- 
cia  together,  did  not  come  to  the  heel  of  the 
ihoe  of  his  knowledge.  "Lord,  Lord,  it  was  a 
Very  Gabilon  !  [Babylon]  More  than  one 
/uU  hour  were  we  at  it,  hand  to  hand ;  and 
to  every  word  I  faid,  he  produced,  dircdlly, 
iuch  heaps  of  proofs  and  quotations,  all  in 
Latin,  that  it  feemed  for  all  the  world  as 
if  he  carried  them  in  the  breaft-pocket  of 
his  large  cloak.  In  fhort,  the  cripple  of 
Vijlaornatc  may  well  be  the  paragon  of 
what  we  call  fchool-mafters,  thofe  who 
have  children  only  under  them,  but  in 
the  line  of  preceptor,  the  Domine  of  ViU 
kmandos  is  the  man  per  omnia  facula  facU^ 
hrunif  nor,  while  Campos  is  Campos,  will 
there  be  one  who  fhall  eclipfe  him." 
'  In  truth  the  parallel  could  not  have 
been  more  juft;  for,  if  the  moft  polifhed 
Martin  had  an  innate  propenfity  to  what- 
ever is  extravagant,  as  to  the  orthography 
and  propriety  of  the  Spanifli  language,  the 
Latiniffime  Domine  could  not  have  a  more 
llovcnly  tafte  in  all  that  pertained  to  La- 
tinity,  beginning  with  Latin  orthography, 
and  ending  with  poetry.  He  certainly  un- 
derftood  the  writers  in  that  language  tole- 
laffly  well,  and  had.  read  many  of  them  ; 

8  bus 
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but  he  was  mofl:  pleafed  with  the  leail  ex* 
cellent ;  and,  above  all,  thbfe  were  his 
greatcft  favourites  who  were  moft  bombaf- 
tical  and  uninteUigible.  He  preferred  the 
affedted  pompofity  of  Ammianus  aad  Piir\y 
the  Younger,  to  the  grave  majefty  of  Ci- 
cero ;  the  obfcurity  and  afperiiy  of  Valerius 
Maximus,  to  the  fweet  elegance  of  Livy  ^ 
the  enthu(]afn:>  of  Statius,  to  the  fublime 
and  judicious  elevation  of  Virgil  ;  he  faid 
that  Martial  was  infulfc,  in  rcfpeft  to  Ca- 
tullus*; and  that  all  the  graces  of  the  in- 
imitable Horace  were  not  worthy  to  unloofc 
the  fhoe-latchets  of  the  jokes  of  Plautus. 
The  conceits  of  Seneca  gave  him  great  de- 
light; but  what  he  was  moil  furioufly  en- 
amoured of,  was,  the  Jingling  and  clatter- 
ing and  rattling  of  the  ftyle  of  Caffiodoru?, 
though  he.  had  nev^r  read  any  of  it  but  la 
the  approbations  prefixed  to  books,  which  he 
was  always  eager  to  perufe,  afTured  that  he 
ihould  find  few  but  what  were  ornamented 
with  his  mofl:  poliflied  fragments,  for  an 
approbation  without  Cafliodore  is  the  fame 
.  (as  we  fay  proverbially)  as  a  fcrmon  with- 
,  out  St«  Auflin,  and  an  olla  podrida  without 
bacon. 

*  Martial  was  a  native  of  Spaixi*  1 

To 


*1^      ^c    ^IStt^Rt  ^t 

•  To  his  raftc  nothing  was  more  gnatefal 
•than  a  'book  Ivith  a  fonbfoas,  pompoai^ 
"high^founding  tide,  efpcclally  if  it  ttras 
^allegorical,  and  the  allegory  xvdll  purfutdi 
'  On  thi?  accoant'he  made  a  fuprtme  cftrtna- 
tion  of  the  fatuous:  work  intiiied^  t^entacon^ 
tarchusy  five  quinquaginta  miiitQfn  duiidti 
Jiipendiis  Ramirezti  de  Prado  conduSius^  cu^ 
jus  aujpiciis  ^aria  in  omni  literarufn  Stib^ 
tie  rmotijira  pfofiigantur,  abdita  fafiduftturi 
'hiehra  Of  ttneira  pervejiigantur  &  iU 
^luJlraMur\  that  is,  *«  The  Peritatont^rchi 
^or  captain  of  fifty  foldiers  in  the  pay  of 
•l^ahiircz  dfe  -Pi^do,  under  whofc  aiifpfces 
-diie  pot  *to  ^flight  'i^ari^ous  ^m'onftets  in  all 
"the  dominions  ^of  llt'(ir«afe,  hiddCn'thingd 
"lard' open,  and  ckrkni^ilfcs  and  hifking  holds 

' ptnettatcd  awd'iHuftrat^/*  Now/thougli 
*th4fe  could  not  in  *reiiity  lje>  more  fi^di- 
culous  title,  efpecrally  when  ^ve  i6nd  thit. 
after  all  thepvratfe,  flie^hole  bufinels  of 
the  Signior  Penta'confarch  is  to 'attack  fifty 
'trro/s,  which  the  good  Ratnirezde  Prado 
thotight  he 'had  difcovered,  in  various-  fi- 
cciUies,  and,  ndtwiihftanding^ the  allegory 
is  pttfently  deftfoyed,  lince  we  n^er  heard 
of  regiments  or  companies  of  foldiei's'bein^g 
raifed  in  order  to  ^^f€ '  dhticc  fo  monfters 

and 


ffnil  w»t!d  bcaKls,  ami  iriufch  Fcfs  that  it  is 
^m:ti^Tbcnt  oh  tHfe  foldlferv  to  c^aaiiric 
dkrk  holts  ami  Corners,  penofccrihg  the  of- 
fice of  caft^is,  ^hich  are  '^hc  chief  foes  *^o 
flarfcrtcfs,  yet  t'hie  hleffcd  Dotaiine  did  not 
bdggle  At^thcfe  mihiiteneftes,  blft  T¥vtflicd 
^ith  tire  ftrej>erofity  bf^eritkcoirtarc^ij^ip- 
taiiT,  Tdl3iers,  ahd  ftijifeiidiary,  ^told  his 
fyhoFah'fhat  hbVer'was  there  title  of-a'book 
like  thi^  invbHted,  and  that  this  was  ^thc 
iv^y  'to  'baptilc  a  work  with  eltga/rce  and 
ibnorofity.  ^p6n  the  Hime  principle  be 
had  iWtrch  favcAir  for  ihe  Latin  pfarentatidn, 
htade  on  ihe  death  of  a  certain  pdrfon^si^e, 
calM'Fol  de  Gardbrta,  a  ipi^us  ifaan  ami 
defied  wiflittiany  h'taverily  tbftlforts,  to 
which  ^fere  'given  this  mbft'fuitable  trtie, 
Vcfllisjpfritnalh^  h;eniro  confoidtOrio  tttrgnius^ 
tictbpbjtio  ^acra^cnptura^JiniatttSyfnc^^ue 
'SmiritaM  appUdnius,  -thit'  'is,  "  the  fpi* 
ritual  bellows,  inflated  tiy  the  fpirit  of  cbn^ 
fdUtfdn,  :ip*plied  toTtie  organ  x)f  the  ^Hbly 
ScHptare,  and  ^blowe'd  by^tTie-Sariiafit^n.'* 
"'Who  'has  liver. yet  excttgitatfdd,"  'fiid*thfe 
teoft  pedantic  'prdc^ejjtdr,  '^^Yuch  an  elc- 
gdnt  andjiidicftius'fHihg^  If^tty  thing  tih 
fome  into  coihpetrtitin  With  it,  it  is  tht 
ineompara'Me  title  6f  'that  'liibft  'cibqtteift 
book,  prtnted'ih  ^liily  £n4hexIofc-of  the 
4  laft 
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laft  century,  with  this  harmonious  infcrip-* 
tion,  F rat  rum  Rofea  Crucis  fama  fcanciare^ 
duxy  buccinajubilai  ultimu  Eva  byperbolea 
pranuntia,  montium  Europe  cacumina  fuo 
clangor eferitnsy  inter  colles  &  valles  Arabia 
refonans — The  declining  faoie  of  the  bro- 
thers of  the  red  crofsr  recovered,  the  trum* 
pet  of  the  laft  jubilee,  the  forerunner  of 
the  hyperbolic  Eve,  Ariking  with  its 
clangour  the  tops  of  the  European  moun^ 
tains^  and  refoundihg  amongfl:  the  hills  and 
vallies  of  Arabia. — ^This  is  to  elevate  and 
furprize  5  every  thing  elfe  is  but  crawling 
on  the  ground.  The  affedters  indeed  of 
criticifm  and  polite  learning  have  now; 
given  into  the  cudom  of  putting  fuch  fim-' 
pie,  clear,  and  natural  titles  to  books, 
that  any  old  woman  may  underhand  the 
fubjeds  of  which  they  treat  at  the  firft 
cail  of  her  ^yz^  endeavouring  to  pcrfuadc 
.us  that  this  ought  to  be  done,  and  that  the 
reft  is  all  pedantry — a  filthy  word  and  of 
very  bad  found,'*  and  in  faying  this  the 
Dobiine  was  polTefled  by  furious  wrath. 
*'  All  the  reafbn  they  alledge  for  fo 
low  and  vulgar  a  tafte,  is,  that  neither 
Cicero,  nor  Livy,  nor  Cornelius  Nepos, 
nor  any  other  author  of  the  Auguftan  age 
ever  ufed  founding  t^tles^  but  always  fimple 

and 
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fend*  natural  oncs-^^Ciceronis  Epijlola^  Cicero 
tie  Offidis^  Wjioria  Trfi  Livii,  Annates  Cor^ 
fielii  Tlir///-^— and  then  they   arc  for  ever 
harping  upon  the  age  of  Auguftus,  the  age 
bJF  Auguftus  for  ever,  till  they  be-agc  and 
bc-Auguftus  our  i^ery  fenfcs ;  as  if  in  all 
ages  it  was  not  a  cbmmon  thing  to  have 
bienbf  bad  tafte,   arid  who  committed  a 
thoufarid  errors,  as  the  Holy  Church  her- 
lelf  fays  exprcflly  m  a  prayer  which  begins, 
Deus  qui  errantibust  and  ends,  per  omnia 
Jdctda  fdkculorum.      Let  Cicero,  let  Titus 
Liviusj    let   Tacitus,    and  let   a  hundred 
Tacitufes,  a  hundred  Livies,  and  a  hun« 
dred  Ciceros,  fay  What  they  will,  all  that 
they  ever  did  never  came  near  the  heel  of 
that  moft  ftupendous  work  intltled,  Ampbi^ 
theatrnm  fapientice    eierna^  foliuSf    vera^ 
Cbrifiiano^cabalijiicumi  divino-magicum^  nec^ 
Mn  pbyjico'chymicum,  ter-tri-^unum-cathoh^ 
cum  ;  inJiruSlore  Henrico  Conrath.^^-^^*  The 
Amphitheatre  of  wifdom  eternal,  fole,  true, 
chriftiano-cabaliftical,  divino'-magical,  phy- 
fico-chymical,    thrce-in-onc    Catholicon  ; 
conftrudted  or  fabricated  by  Henry  Con- 
rath.— Let  them  (hew  me  in  all  antiquity, 
though  their  Auguftan  agd  be  in  it,  a  thing 
to   equal  this.     I  omit  the  beauty  of  the 
Vol.  I.  N  con- 
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concatinated  adjedtiTes,  each  wkh  its  dip^ 
pery  daflyle,  denotative  of  the  matters 
treated  in  the  work.  After  having  called 
this  work  an  Ampbitbeatre,  what  could 
be  more  acute^  more  fuitable,  or  more  to 
the  purpofe  than  to  fay  conJlruCied  ox  fabric 
cated,  and  not  written  or  compofed  by  Hen- 
ry Cohrath,  purfuing  the  allegory  to  the 
very  laft  morfel.  If  this  be  not  elegance, 
may  I  be  bereft  of  the  chrifm  of  troe  X/a-> 
tinity !" 


i '  , 
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CHAP.    Villi 

Gerund  leaves  thefcbool  of  the  Doniwe,  ie^ 
ing  become  a  furious  halinifl. 

FTER  the  Preceptor  had  uttered  fo 

terrible  a  maledi£i:idn  upon  himfelfi 

which,  if  for  our  fins  it  had  been  efFe(^ual> 

Would  have  defrauded  the  pireceptorial  La- 

tinity  of  one  of  its  mod  ridiculous  ornd* 

inentsj  he  went  on  to  inftrudt  his  difciples 

in  the  chifef  partsi  which  a  good  Latin 

book  comprizes.     After  the  title  of  the 

book,  he  told  them^  followed  .thfe  names 

and  titles  of  the  aUthor ;  arid  a$  the  fire- 

pitous>  magnificent,  and  intricate  refonance 

of  the  title,  naturally  excited  the  curiofity 

of  the  reader^  fo  the  titles^  honours,  and 

employments  of  the  author^  gire  all  the 

world  to  know  at  once  the  merit  of  the 

Work.     *'  For  it  i«  clear,  feeing  a  book 

compefed  by  a   Dodor  of  divinity,  by  a 

Regius^profeflTor,  and  particularly  if  he  is  a 

fellow  of  a  college^  by  an  Abbot,  by  a 

Prior^  by  a  Definer  j  but  what  if  an  Ex  be 

added  to  many  of  the  titlesi  as  Ex-Definer» 

Na  Ex- 
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£x*ProvinciaU  &c.  and^  moreover^  it  h^ 
faid  that  he  is  a  Divine  of  the  Nunciature^ 
of  the  Council  of  the  Conception,  Codn** 
fellor  of  the  Supreme^  a  King's  Chaplain  » 
above  aU»  if  in  the  titles  are  feen  half  a  do« 
zcnProfaSf  with  ^  few  j4rc6es,  as  Proto-phy- 
fician,  Proto-philo-mathematician,  Arch«« 
hiftoriographer ;  it  is  indubitably  the  great- 
eft  recommendation  of  the  work ;  and^any 
one  who  has  his  underftanding  rightly 
placed,  and  his  judgment  where  it  fhould 
be,  wants  nothing  more  to  be  periuadedl 
that  an  author  fo  decorated  cannot  product 
a  tiding  which  is  not  exquilite  in  its  kind^ 
and  lalls  to  the  book  with  fo  high  a  con« 
cdptioA  of  the  wifdoni  of*  the  author  asa-* 
mazee  him.  fileffings  attend  our  couaitry*4 
men,  the  Spaniards/  and  the  Germans  Iike«^ 
wife,  who  in  this  refped:  have  feC  a^poft 
laudable  ejsample  to  the  republic  of  letters  ^^ 
fince,  if  they  print  but  a  pat>iphkt,  wiic» 
their  in  Latin  or  their  own  language,  a 'fcr*«' 
mon,an  oration,  or  even  a  moral  ad  vice^  they 
iet  in  the  front  of  it  all  that  they  arc^  att 
they  were,  and  even  all  that  they  mig^ht 
have  been,  that  the  reader  may  not  be  mif-^ 
informed,  but  may  know  certainly  who  ic 
is  that  fpeaketh  i  for  what  but  this  is  meant 
by,  Paft-lefturer,  oim/aciui,  Ex-provinciaU; 
2  '«  Secretary- 
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Secretary-genepal,  Vifitor,  and  one  who  * 
was  thought  of  for  a  bishop,  by  having  been 
mentioned  in  the  council  i  And  thus  it 
ought  to  be  J  for  befides  what  this  con^ 
duces  in  recon^mendation  of  the  book,  an« 
other  advantage  is  gained  by  it,  which  few 
have  worthily  confidered.  It  is  now  the 
cnilom  every  where  to  have  catalogues  or 
accounts  of  the  writers  of  all  nations,  in 
whixih  it  is  neceffary  to  exprefs  at  lead  the 
£ountry»  the  age,  the  poileffion,  and  the 
works  which  each  writer  has  given  to  the 
world.  Now  by  this  nnethod  of  the  writer's 
ibtting  forth  aU  his  titles,  and  particulaHy 
if  be  takes  care  to  declare  the  country  in 
which  he  was  born,  as  many  are  laudably 
aocuftcmed  to  do,  that  it  may  nol  be  de* 
frauded  of  its  due  honour,  faying,  N.  N. 
Genrrafus  Valentinus,  Hobilis  Cafaraugujianvs^ 
clafiffimus  Cordubienjis  &  reliqua^  the  induf- 
trioQS  compofer  of  fuch  catalogue  or  £^c- 
xx3unt  is  fpared  much  trouble,  enquiry,  and 
eacpence,  becaufe,  immediately  upon  open- 
ing any  work,  he  finds,  before  every  thing 
clfo^  the  life  of  the  author  written  by  him-» 
fclf. 

^  And  upon  this  principle  I  not  only  do 
not  condemn,  but  I  greatly  praife  certain 
modern  writers,  who,  if  a  good  occafion  of- 

N  3  fer. 
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fer,  let  fall,  in  any  little  performance,  atj 
information  of  all  the  other  works  they  have 

^  before  publiflied,  as  well  that  the  curioiis 
reader  niay  there  fee  theai  all  together,  as 
to  prevent  any  evil-minded  perfon  from  fa- 
thering an  offspring  that  is  not  his  own, 

^  left  we  £hould  not  be  able  to  judge  conclu- 
fively  by  the  difference  of  ftyleof  a  fuppo- 
fititious  child.  From  this  moft  important 
motive  was  an  individual  notice  thought  re- 
quifite  to  be  given  of  all,  qr  almoft  9II,  the 
produftions  >vith  which  hitherto  the  repub- 
lic of  letters  hath  been  enriched,  by  a  cer- 
tain neoteric  writer,  a  polifhed,  teffe,  ele- 
gant, exa3  orthographer,  even  to  prolixity, 
even  to  fcrupuloiity :  a  columbine  and  fer^ 
f  entitle  ixxvcic^x^  both  in  one,  as  to  (hew  his 
wifdom  and  his  harmleffnefs,  he  called  him- 
fclf  Fr.  Columbo  Serpiente^  and  publi(hed  a 
little  treatife,  intitlcd.  The  Rout  of  tbe  A- 
lansj  again(l  the  moft  learned,  moft  elo- 
quent, and  moft  modeft  M,  Soto-Marne, 
thus  I  call  him  ;  for  though  the  Icing  and 
council  may  be  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
deny  \\tci  licence  to  write  of  print  any 
thing  againft  that  poor  man,  Signor  Fey- 
joo,  yet  we  are  not  to  be  deprived  of  the 
liberty  of  judging  as  we  fee  fit.  It  was 
fufpcded  and  faid  in  a  certain  community, 

that 


FRIAR    GERUND.     183 

^at  this  routed  or    routing  paper^ ;wa$f 

written  by  Doftor  -. -.     Now  what  an 

atrocious  injury  was  this  fufpicioh  !  What 
a  public  affront  1  the  difcourfe  of  three  or 
four  friends  in  the  cell  of  a  convent !  The 
irritated  Doctor  flies  into  a  rage^  fets  hh 
grey-goofe  lance  in  its  reft,  and  writes  a 
letter  to  a  certain  brother  of  his,  who  was 
alraoft:  Icfturcr,  or  lecturer  as-it-werc^  of 
the  faid  community,  prints  it,  and  diiperfe^ 
it  over  Spain,  that  all  men  mijght  know  the 
injury  he  had  received,  and  the  fatisfa^ion 
he  had  taken,  which,  without  doubt,  was 
very  great.  And  after  having  treated  this  Rauf  ' 
as  it  defcrved,  calling  it  T&e  Raut  of  Con-- 
fcience  and  Urbanity^  the  Rout  of  the  Spanijh 
Language  9  the  Rout  of  Erudition^  the  Rout  of 
Wit,  the  Rput  of  Method,  the  Rout  ofOrtbo^ 
gra^raphy ;  and,  injhort,  the  Rout  of  all  the 
Rx(uts  followed  by  the  mojl  noble  pens  in  thefea 
of  rriticifm  and  literature \  he  adds,  not  one 
thing  is  there  in  it  which  can  be  called  mine  : 
neither  the  pbrafe,  nor  contexture,  nor  tranji-*- 
fions,  nor  the  manner  of  conveying  knowlege, 
nor  the  want  of  elegance,  nor  the  impropriety 
of  the  words,  nor  the  gmjfnefs  of  the  raillery, 
nof%he  lownefs  of  fome  of  the  jefts,  nor  the 
extravagance  of  others,  nor,  to  fay  it  in, one  ^ 
word^    that  total  abfence  of  a  mojl  fubtik 

N  4  fpirit^ 
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f^ritf  ivbicif  dijiinguijhes  authors  in  their 
nvritings^  and  is  perceived  but  by  thofe  under-^, 

Jiandings  icbicb  have  open  pores.  Which  is  the 
fame  as  to  fay,  brother^  if  your  friars  wer^ 
not  of  fuch  clofed  pores  and  conldipated  un- 
derftandings^  they  might  fmell  at  a  thou^ 
fand  leagues  diftance,  that  I'be  Rout  was 
not,  and  could  not  be,  my  work  ;  becaufe 
in  all  my  works  the  phrafe  is  terfe  and  po- 
lifhed,  the  contexture  natural,  this  tranfi* 
tions  unforced,  the  manner  of  conveying 
knowlege  as  if  it  came  in  a  ifedan  chair,  th^ 
words  mofiproper,  the  raillery  delicate,  and 
the  jefts,  inftead  of  lowi  with  a  heel-piece 
above  four  fingers  high.    Though  it  (hould 
be  only  by  the  orthography,  any  one,  who 
had  not  a  cold  might   fmell,  that  if  the 
Rout  were  mine  I  fliould  never  permit  it  to 
be  printed  as  it  is  printed,  though  I  (hould 
be  degraded,  and  lofe  my  dpftor's  cap  for 
it.  Would  I  permit  that  the  conjunftion  be 
expreflcd  by  the  Greek  ^,  and  not  by  the 
Latin  /  /  Would  I  fuffcr,  that  in  my  works 
appear  de  el  padre  ^  de  la  agua,  and  not  with 

'  the  apoftrophe,  giving  fo  much  fait  and  fa- 
vour to  them,  de  l^gua,  d'el padre  f  No, 
no;  'tis  to  be  gronly  wanting  in  judge- 
ment, and  not  to  have  the  olfadtory  faculty 
for  that  mod  fubtile  fpirit   which  diftin- 

gui(hes 
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ffuiflies  authors  in  iheir  writings  1  and  he 
ivbo  fees  not  that  my  writings  are  full  of 
this  fpiritx  tan  be  no  genuine  dog ;  I  declare 
him  a  cur.  Let  the  peremptory  proof  of 
what  I  fay  be  my  productions, 

'*  Now  comes  what  I  was  telling  you  be^ 
fore^  (continued  the  Domine,  fpeaking  to 
his  fcholars)  of  the  care  taken  by  writers  of 
the  mod  note^  not  only  to  authorize  their 
works  with  all  their  titles,  but  to  let 
fall  in  fome  of  them  the  important  infor* 
mation  of  all  the  preceding  ones,  uind 
not '  to  /peak  bere^  proceeds  our  author,  of. 
my  Latin  works ^  which,  at  the  time  when 
this  letter  was  written,  it  was  well  known^ 
might  be  fuch  a  thing  as  half  a  dozen  ha- 
rangues, and  fuch  another  fample  of  de-^ 
dications,  oftbofe  I  have  written  in  Spanijh^ 
in  proje  and  verfe^  fome  keep  clofe  quarters  in 
the  retirement  of  my  cell;  others  go  about  mo^ 
defily  cloaked  in  an  enigma,  and  ornamented 
with  an  anagram  i  and,  others  again,  bear  all 
the  train  of  my  names,  apellatives,  and  bells. 
And  you  are  to  know,  my  fons,  (here  in- 
terrupted the  wag  of  a  Domine)  that  as  ta 
this  affair  of  the  bcUsg  many  are  the  authors 
\Rho  wear  them.  Oftbiscaji  (that  is,  of  the 
caft  of  the  bells)  are  the  approbation  I  gave 
to  ajermon  of  the  father  M.  —  that  which 

I  made 
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Imaiefor  thefermon  af-^^  that  -wbicb  ^. 
in  the  book  of  fejlivals  of  —  an  oration  u 
HvMch  I  pronounced  in  a  chapter  of  my  or* 
der  Mil-    I    another  which  I fpoke  at   tbefu^ 
neral  of  ■  the  book  of fejlivals  of- 

and  I  know  not  what  bejides.  You  fee  here 
a  curious,  individual,  and  minute  informa-' 
tion  of  certain  works  of  the  grcateft  impor- 
tance^, which  any  author  who  would  to- 
morrow continue  TheSpaniJh  Library  of  Don 
Nicolas  Antonio^  finds  ready  to  his  hand, 
in  this  letter^  or  at  leafl  may  know  punc* 
tuaHy,  as  far  up  as  to  the  year  1750,  all  the 
works  publiflied  by  our  moft  weighty  writer, 
vith  his  names^  appellatives^  and  bells ^ 

**I  am  well  aware  that  fome  modern  cri* 
tics  turn  this  method  into  ridicule,  trcat<^ 
iag  it  as  quackery  and  title-madnefs,  with 
other  words  diflbnant,  oiFenfive,  and  the 
abhorrence  piarum  aurium^  pretending  that 
it  is  a  vain  oflentation,  and  wholly  ufelefs 
as  to  the  recommendation  of  the  work;  the 
merit  of  which,  they  fay,  is  to  be  coiifti- 
tuted,  not  by  the  titles  of  the  author,  but 
by  what  is  well  or  ill  faid  in  it.  They 
bring  us  the  example  of  the  French  and  the 
Italians,  who  ordinarily  put  no  more  thaa 
the  name,  or  at  moft  the  profcflion  of  the 
^lutbor  with  it,  even  in  works  moft  ceIc-» 

bratcd, 
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bratedy  and  of  the  longeft  breath,  (a  phrafe 
I  am  much  pleafed  with)  as»  Hifioria  Ho-* 
mana^  by  M.  RoUin ;  Mabilhn  BenediSfinus^ 
of  the  congregation  of  St.  Maur  it  re  dtplo^ 
matica.  Hifioria  Ecchfiajlicaj  by  the  Abbi 
Fleurif  Specimen  Orientaiis  Ecc/efia  Autbore 
jfoan.  Bapt.  Salerno^  Sodetatis  Jefu.  And 
though  they  are  pleafed  to  tell  us  that  the 
titl(;s,  as  well  magnificent  as  ridiculous, 
wliich  feme  academies,  particularly  of  Ita« 
]y,  have  adopted,  are  no  other  than  a 
pleafant  fatire  upon  the  titles  with  which 
ibme  conceited  authors  come  forth  into 
public  view,  and  that  upon  this  account 
fome  academies  call  themfelves  The  Sera^* 
phic^  the  Elevated^  the  Inflamed^  the  Ofym^ 
pic,  the  PartbeniCf  the  Enthroned^  and  ^- 
thers,  on  the  contrary,  the  Obfcure,  the 
Barren,  the  Objlinate^  the  Dark^  the  Me, 
the  Sleepy,  the  Aukward,  and  the  Fantaf- 
tica/;  yet  let  thefe  barbarous  dcftroyc.rs  of 
laudable  cuftoms,  ufages,  and  rights,  fay 
what  they  will,  thefe  greateft  of  buffoons, 
and  indecent  mockers  at  things  the  moft 
ferious,  the  moft  eftablifhed,  and  moft  re*' 
ceived  of  grave,  learned,  and  pious  men^  I* 
fliall  always  attach  myfelf  to  a  book  whofe 
author  walks  majeftically  amidft  his  ac-* 
companiment  of  a  dozen  titles,  rather  than 

.to 
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to  aootbcrii  whofc  author  cdfnes  forjth  upon" 
the  public  flage  as  he  came  out  of  hisimo-^ 
ther  s  womb,  without  fo  much  a$  a  r^g  tos 
CQver  hii  nakednefs.  This  might  do  very 
well,  for  a  writer  io  the  flate  of  ipnoeence,. 
but  we  are  not  in  that  (late  now*  .  TAt 
Works  of  Friar  Luis  of  Granada^  ofifni  Qr^ 
der  of  Pre(u:6ers^^How  infulfe !  Ti^e  Works: 
cf  Father  de  la  Puente^  of  the  Society  of ,  Je^ 
fus^^-A  fit  companion !  and  how  do  we 
knpw  who  this  Friar  was?  And  whence: 
dqe^Jt  appear  that  this  Father  was  not  per*^* 
hap§  a  bailiff'  of  fome  little  convents  or 
fte ward,  of  a  cottage  ?        . 

..Aa4»  fince  we  are  talking  of  this  (o^ 
cietyt  I  mud  fay,  thats  though  as  to  other 
m^(terp  I  have  a  great  veneration  for  it^  yet 
in  this  affair  of  the  titles  of  book^  and  au<n 
thors,  I.capnothelp  being  difguf^ed  at  k i 
thofe  of  the  former  are  generally  qmta 
plain  and  fimple,  and  the  latter  corE>e  focdxi 
with  hardly  any  covering  but  their  fldo-»fn 
their  name,  apppllative,  and  profefl^y^ 
and  now  and, then,  their  country,  that 
they,  may  not  be  confounded  with  others- 
of  the  fame  name,  and — ^good  night  to  ye^. 
Their  moft  grave  authors,  thofe  of  the  firft 
magnitudie,  feem  to  ftudy  to  intitle .  theiir 

bpokaia  fuch  a  maiiner  »s  if  they.  wwi?e  but 
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a:  Life  df  Lazarillo  de  Tormes^  an3  to  pre^ 
(cm  tbemfelves  to  us  in  no  better  a  ^lilfp 
than  might  be  done  by  a  paltry  lay-brother. 
De  Rilighne^  I'dmus  primus ^  Autbore  Fftin^ 
ct/cc  Su^m  Granafenfi,  Sacietatis  Jejtf.  De 
Concordia  Gratia  &  itberi  arbitrii  i  Author e 
LuJovico  de  Molina  Soc:  Jefu.  De  Contro^ 
verbis  J  Tom.i.  Autb.  RoBerto  Bellafmino 
Soc.  Jefu^  And  if  any  one  adds  Frejhyter^ 
it  feems  to  him  to  be  as  Complete  as  pof- 
fible.  I  cannot  praife  this  method,  or  ra- 
thtfr  nladnefsi  and,  however,  they  may 
tliink  to  perfuade  me  that  it  is  modefly, 
judgment,  prudence,  decency,  and  even  in 
fome  disgree,  greater  authority  and  gravity, 
yet  ail  that  dig  and  plough  will  never  con* 
vrace  m^  of  it ;  and  thefe  feem  to  be  the 
moft  perfualive  orators  hitherto  difcovered! 
For,  pray  tell  me>  arc  all  pretenfibns  \o 
modefty,  decency,  prudence  and  j^Vavlt^, 
given  up  by  thofe  Jeftiit-authbrs  (they  arc 
not  many)  who  give  magnificent  and  fo« 
norous  titles  t6  their  works,  fuch  as  T!beo^ 
pmnpus,  Afs  magna  lucis  &  umbne,  'Pbarus^ 
Scientearum,  &c.  ?  Arid  the  othersf  yfiiho 
omft  nortD  fay  if  they  arc,  or  were  Dodlbrr 
of  Diyimty,  Profcflbfs,  «e<ftors,'  &c.  ?  Andf 
tell  Me  fatther,  do  not  we  fee  that  eviea 
ktng^piirall.their  titles' afid  dominatiohbin 
i  their 
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their  royal  edicts,  to  givfe  thecri  more  au^ 
tl>orlty  s  and  that  the  fame  is  done  by  arch* 
biihops^  biihopSy  provifors,  and  all  who 
have  any  thing  at  all  to  piitj  though  it  be 
.but  titles  in  partibuSf  or  of  the  calendar^ 
which  give  rank  alone^  without  the  charge 
of  rdSdence  ?  The  Pope,  indeed,  only  con- 
tents himfelf  with  faying»  Bendi&us  XIF. 
Serous  Servprum  Dei^  and  there  wa3  ah  tnA 
of  the  matter  i  but  that  is  a  humility  fof 
the  head  of  the  churchy  which  mtakes  not 
a  confequence  for  others,  and  ought  not  to 
be  brought  into  comparifon/'  Thefe  lafl 
arguments,  though  fo  ridiculous,  were  of 
great  weight  with  our  illuftrious  preceptor^ 
who  endeavoured  to  imprint  them  ilrongly 
on.  the  minds  of  his  difciples,  that  they 
might  know  how  to  chufe  and  efiimata 
books  properly. 

From  the  title^  both  of  bookfi  and  their 
authors,  he  paiTed  to  the  dedication.  In 
the  firft  place  he  highly  extolled  the  ufeful 
^d  polite  invention  of  introducing  this  kind 
of  urbanity  into  the  literary  world ;  fince; 
befides  that,  fometimes  a  poor  authoi",  who 
has  no  other  income  than  whkt  his  pen: 
produces,  may  livijs  bandfomely  by  fuch 
lawful  and  honeft  means ;  he  is  furni(hed 
by  it  with  a  fair  opportunity  of  praifing 
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ihree  or  four  friends^  and  making  iiiacoUrt 
to  half  a  dozen  great  perfbnages,  wihor  if 
they  (hduld  not  be  all  that  it  is  faid  t^iey  arc 
in  the  dedications,  will  at  leaft  know  what 
tbey  ought  to  be.     In  the  fecond  place^  he 
wasfurioufly  irritated  againfl  the  author  of 
the    Obfervationes   Halenfes^    and    k    few 
others  of  thb  fame  flamp*.  who,  at  the  in- 
ligation  of  the  devil/  and  not  having  the 
fear  of  God  before  their  cyts,  fay  that  this 
dedicating  of  books  is  a  kind  of  beggary^ 
Dedicatio  Ubrorum  ejijpecies  nzendicandii  and 
one  of  them»  I  don't  know  which,  goes  fo 
fo  far  as  to  aiTert  that  the  firfl:  inventor  of 
dedications  was  a  mendicant  friar.   ''.Biaf- 
phemy  1!"  exclaimed  the  Domine,  ^«  Ma- 
lignity !    Mod    fupine    ignorance  I    For, 
do   we  not  know  that  Cicero  dedicated 
his    works   to  his  relations  and  friends? 
And  was  Cicero  a  medicant  friar  ?  Do  we 
not  know  that  Virgil  dedicated,  OE.atleai): 
intended  to    dedicate/  his  Eneid  to  Au- 
guftus  ?  And  was  Publius  Virgilius  Maro  a 
mendicant  friar  ?  Laflly,  is  it  not  known, 
even  by  the  authors  of  Malabar,  that  Ho- 
race dedicated  all  he  wrote  to  Mecenas,  and 
that  hence  whoever  a. book  is  dedicated  to 
is  called  Mecenas,  Meccenati  meo  plurimuiii^ 
totendo^  though  his  real  name  may  be  Pedro 

Fcr- 
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Fernandez  ?  •  And  in  what  order  of  mtA^ 
dicant  friars  ranked  the  reverend  father 
Quintus  Horatius  Flaccus  ?  So  that,  mj 
ibns^  this  cuftom  of  dedications  is  very  an- 
cient and  very  laudable^  and  pradtifed  not 
only  by  the  for-god's- faking  and  begging 
authors  as  thefe  buffoons  afferti  but  by 
popesj  emperors  and  kings ;  fince  we  fc6 
Ithat  St.  Gregory  the  Great  decficatcd  his 
book  of  Morals  to  St.  Leander,  archbifliop  of 
Seville ;  Charles  the  Great  coo^pofed  a  trca-^ 
tife  againfl  a  certain  heretical  confpiracy  in' 
Greece  to  deftroy  the  holy  images,  and! 
dedicated  it  to  his  fecretary  Enginardus } 
and  Henry  the  eighth  of  England  dedicate 
ed  to'  the  pope  and  the  holy  catholie 
church,  from  which  he  afterwards  feparat- 
ed,  the  bock  he  wrote  in  defence  of  th< 
faith  againft  Luther." 

*f  And  how.  Sir,"  afked  one  of  th* 
boys,  *«  are  dedications  to  be  made  ?"  «* 
the  cafieft  manner  in  the  world,*'  replied 
the  preceptor,  "  l^t  a  certain  modern  haif-^ 
author  fay  what  be  will,  who  is  ever  and 
anon  tranilating  French  trumpery,  and 
would  make  us  believe  he  is  fomebody> 
only  becaufe  he  does  with  the  French  what 

^  As  if  we  fhould  fay,  John  of  Nokes,  or  Thomas 
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%  boy,  in  th%  foufth  forraVotlW  d6*'w^ 
the  Latin ;  for  hithertd  we  hiavfe'feen  no- 
thing of  his  own  ftcick  but  a  mtfetable  ^c^ 
clamaiionoftBekih^mofN^varrei  on  tte 
coronation  of  our  king  Ferdinand  the  fixth,' 
whom  God  pteferve ;— by  the  fame  token,*, 
this  acclamatidn  had  its  jacket  well  trimmed' 
by  a  piitiphlet.that'ckhie  out  dap  upon  it, 
intitled,  A '  CoUyriUnrfor  the  p>6rt-Jightedt 
which,  thougtl' mdhy^  faid  it  did  not  hurt 
thd  work  in  the  leaft,  nor  even  the'  heni  of^ 
its  garment  I  and,  that  after  all,  it  was^but 
reprinting  it  by  fcraps^  and  difchiarging 
with  eadh  fcrap  a  volley  of  all  manner  of 
oSenfive  rubbifh  agamft  the  aiitbbr  and 
thofe  whom  he  had  praifed  %  an^  though  it' 
is  likiwife  true  that  it  was  irfrniediately^ 
prohibited  by  the  inqtiiCtion,  yet,  in  fiiort,^ 
this  fame  pamphlet  fo  banged  bis  author-* 
fliip,'that  it  left  him  as  black  as  his  caf-^ 
fock-^this  worthy  wight,  then,  towards  the 
end  of  a  dedication  he  has  lately  made  to  a 
great  mlnifter,  would  perfuade  us,  only 
becaufe  he  has  taken  it  into  his  head,  that 
there  is  not  in  all  the  kingdom  of  eloquence  fa 
difficult  a  province  as  a  welUwfitten  dedi^ 
cation. 

**  But  now  I  fay  there  is  nothing  more 
cafy,  provided  a  mSn  is  Inclined^to 'follow 
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the  true  tafte  and  true  air  of  dedications^^ 
For  firft  of  all  you  take  pf  fubftantives  and 
adjeftivesj  fonorous  and  metaphorical,  half 
a  dozeni  (or  if  a  dozen^  ftill  better)  which 
are  to  be  put  in  the  front  of  the  book,  the-, 
fisy  or  print  (for  even  prints  are  dedicated) 
before  the  nameof  the  Mecenas,  and  to  b& 
fo  appropriate  to  his  character  and  profef- 
fiony  as  if  they  were  cafl  in  a  mould  for 
them.     For  example,  if  the  dedication  be 
in  Latin,  and  addreiTed  to  a  biihop,  the  fu« 
perfcription,  diredion,  or  epigraph,  is  ta 
be  in  this  manner,  Sapienticd  Oceana^  Vir^ 
tutum  omnium  Alyjfo^  Cbarifmatum  Encyclo^ 
pediaf  PruJentia  Miraculo,  Cbaritatis  For-- 
ttntOf  Miferattonum  T&aumaturgOr  Spiranti 
Polyantbea^  Bibliotbeca  deambulantu  Eccle^ 
fia   Tytani,  Infularum  Mitra^  Hejperiaque 
totius fulgent ijjimo  Pbofporo^  Illujiriffimo  Dm 
Domino  meo  Don  Caio  aut  Titio,     If  the 
work  be  dedicated  to  an  holy  image,  as,  we 
may  fay,  to   our  Lady  of  Solitude,  or  ous; 
Lady  of  Griefs,  there  are  a  thoufand  good 
things  to  lay  our  hands  upon  ;  as  Mari  yf- 
maro.  Soli  Bis- Soli,  Or  his  Or  bat  a  Parentu 
Ancilla  Liberrima  abfque  Liber o,.  Tbeotceo 
jfineFiUo,  ConJiSia  nonjiSli,  Puerpera,  inquam^ 
dirts  mucronibus  confojfcejub  Iconico  Arc  be  typo 
of  £o  and  fo.     But  if  the  dedication  be  ia 
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Spanifhy  and  made  to  a  military  man^ 
though  no  more  than  a  captain  of  horfe» 
then  we  are  to  follow  another  courfe,  and 
before  all  things  muft  be  faid,  7*d  the  Spa^ 
ntjh  Xerxes^  ibe  Andalujian  Alexander^  the 
iBethic  Cefarp  T^he  Cyrus  of  Oenily  the.  Euro^ 
pean  Earner  Iain  ^  the  Cis-montain  Khuli-Kan^ 
the  not  fabulous  Mars,  Donfucb  an  one,  Cap^ 
thin  of  Light  Itorfe,  infucb  or  fucb  a  regi^ 
ment-'^znd  not  lug  in  the  name  of  the  Mc*- 
cenas  by  the  head  and  (lioulders,  like  fbme 
ridiculous  moderns,  faying  drily,  7*0  Don 
fucb  an  one,  or,  T^o  the  Duchefs  of  fucb  a 
thing,  which  feems  no  other  than  the  di-  . 
rcftion  of  a  letter  to  go  by  the  poft* 

**  Dedications  have  I  feen,  much  extolled 
by  fbrric  poor,  ignorant,  cfedulous  fouls, 
Siddreffed  to  the  very  king  of  Spain  himfelf, 
which  faid  in  the  front  only,  to  the 
ICING,  in  great  capital  letters,  without 
afiy  other  beginnings,  or  endings,  or  addi- 
tions, ot  ornaments.  I  cannot  exprefs  how 
much  I  was  moved  at  it,  giving  me  fuch  a 
naufba,  that  I  am  even  now  ready  to  reach 
at  the  vefy  thought  of  it.  to  the 
KING !  But  to  what  king,  blockhead  ? 
Since  we  know  not  if  it  is  to  king  Stork, 
or  king  Log,  or  the  unkinged  king  that 
was  fent  a  grazing,     to  the  kij^g  1  Can 
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there  be  greater  rudenefs  ?  to  the  king  I 
Tell  mCf  infolent,  barefaced,  rafli  wretch, 
is.  it  to  the  king  of  Clubs  or  the  king  o(! 
Spades  ?  The  critics,  indeed,  would  palm 
this  upon  us  for  the  greater  refped,   the 
greater  ve^ieratioq,  and  alfo  mpre  profpuod 
acknowledgement,  as  no  Spaniard  can,  or 
ought  to  underhand  by  the  general  name 
of. King*  any  othc;r  than  the  king  of  Spain; 
and  as  other  nations  ought  to  underfland  the 
fame,  fince  there  is  not  a  king  in  the  dif- 
covered  world  who  ppflcflcs  fuch  extenfive 
dominions  by  many  millions  of  leagues. 
Trifles,  mere  trifles  I  For  this  very  reafon^ 
before  coming  to  his  auguft  name,  (hbuld, 
h/s  have  been  fuggefted  by  at  leaft  fif(y 
titles,    or  allegorical   infcriptions,    which* 
ihould  have  gone  on  by  degreps,.  excitiog 
expedation  and   adonifhrnpnt,   fomew^hat 
to  this  efFeft,  7i  tJbe  powerful  Emferor  of^ 
two  Worlds^  the^  Emulator  of  the  Sufi,  tAg 
Sublunary  Pbebus  in  what  he  governs ^  as  the 
Celejlial  in  what  he  enlightens^  the  Arcbr , 
Monarch  of  the  Earth  ^^  and  aftewards,  to,, 
ihew  his  perfonal  virtues,  to  add,  Xbe  R(fyai^ 
Depoftory  of  Clemency,  the  Crowned  Arcbivi.^ 
of  Jujiice,    the  facred  augufi   Treafure  ofy 
Piety,  the  imperial  Shield  of  Religion,^  the  pa-; 
cific^  bjtneficent t  magnetic,  magnificent^  Ca^, 
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•    •  *        ^ 

ibtflic  King  of  the  Spains^  Ferdinand  the 
^i^tb^  pious 9  happy 9  always  Augujlus^  King  of 
'Cajlikf  of  Eeon,  of  Navarre^  of  Arragon, 
&c.  and  to  go  on,  proceeding  thus,  to  the 
very  laft  of  his  royd  titles.  The  other  me- 
thod is  to  treat  the  king  likfe  fome  bare- 
footed  gentleman,  or  Don  Dowlas,  bring-p 
Sng  him  out  fo  loilely  upon  the  paper,  as 
if  he  were  one  of  thofe  ancient  Majeftics 
Who  wandered  up  and  down  the  good  fields 
of  Godi  feeding  fheep^  and  drove  the  oxea 
lo  water  in  their  own  royal  and  proper  per- 
sons. 

*'  Neither  can  I  relifti,  that  dft6r  the  in^ 
fcription,  the  king  fhould  be  fpoken  to 
i^ith  (licking  to  hioi  a  £/r  asftiffas  a  Aake^ 
for  there  wants  only  the  addition  to  make 
it  Dear  Sir,  as  if  it  was  a  familiar  lette^ 
from  a  fuperior.  Our  forefathers  were 
more  refpedful  men,  artd  truly  circumfpeift^ 
Tince  fhey  never  fpoke  to  the  king  without 
beginning  in  this  manner,  Ma^  it  p/eafi 
your  Sacred,  Catholic,  Royal  Majijly^  a 
thing  which  filled  the  mouth  with  venci- 
raci6n ;  and  befides,  made  %  maieftic  line. 
I  have  heard  that  the  other  manner  of  our 
trd^ting  thA  king  was  caug&t,  like  a  thou- 
iand  other  things,  by  infedtiori  from  th^ 
Frtopb,  who,  wfc6A  they  fpcak  to  t&cir 
^^  O  3  rooit 
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mod  Chri(lian  king  let  fly  a  Sire  at  hiotj 
in  puris  naturalibus^  and  ^way  they  go.  Thq 
deuce  take  you  Frenchmen,  how  contagi- 
ous you  are!  What  if  they  fhould  take  it 
into  their  fantaflical  heads  to  call  their 
queen  Sirena^  muft  we  likewife  CMrrently 
call  purs  fo  ?  To  be  furc  her  majefty  would 
be  finely  flattered  !  Th?y  treat  their's  with 
Madame^  and,  truly,  (boiild  any  Spaniard  be 
fo  frolicfome  as  to  treat  his  queen  fo,  I 
would  not  be  in  his  coat  for  fomethingi  ua- 
lefs  indeed  it  fhould  happen  to  be  fbme  lay- 
brother,  one  of  thofe  who  are  faints  and 
affedtedly  fiipple,  for  fuch  gentry  have  a 
licence  to  thou  the  very  pope—- and  there  is 
all  the  beauty  of  their  (aintfhip.  There* 
fore,  my  fons,  obferve  well  what  has  beep 
faid,  and  fix  in  your  memories  thefe  moil 
important  leiTons. 

**  Never  print  any  thingj^  though  it  fhould 
be  but  fome  forry  quof;llibcts  pr  fchoolr- 
queflions,  without  its  dedication  by  its  fide; 
for  by  this  you  will  not  only  lofe  nothing, 
but  it  yill  be  very  hard  if  you  do  not  fave 
at  lead  the  coft  of  the  impreflion  ;  fibce  it 
is'  to  be  hoped  that  all  Mecenafes  are  not  tp 
belike  that  fly,. niggardly  pope,  (God  for- 
give nie)  Leo  the  tenths  to  whom  a  famous 
sjchemifl  dedicated  a'very  important  book, 
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•in  which,  as  he  himfelf  affured  him,  were 
contained  the  mod  recondite  fecrets  of  the 
Cryfopec,  that  is,  a  very  cafy  method  of 
converting  all  the  metals  in  the  world  into 
gold ;  and  this  good  Signor  PontiflF  (God 
forgive  me)  gave  him,  for  the  whole  of  his 
acknowledgement,  a  cart  load  of  bags  to 
contain  the  gold  which  he  was  about  to 
make  :  a  thing,  much  laughed  at  by  eviU 
minded  perfons,  but  which  the.  erudite  and 
truly  learned  took  for  a  piece  of  pitifulnefs, 
and  bewailed  with  tears  of  indignation. 
Your  dedication  once  refolved  upon,  charge 
it  and  ftufF  it  with  allegorical,  fymbolical, 
and  altifonant  appellations  ;  and,  if  it 
ihould  be  to  any  royal  pcrfon,  be  careful  to 
treat  him  with  due  refped,  and  that  he 
come  not  into  public  without  his  company 
of  guards  de  corps,  and  his  band  of  hal- 
bcrdcers,  that  is,  of  epithets  well  laced 
and  mounted,  preceded  by  titles  with 
muftachos,  who  may  go  opening  a  pafTage, 
and  crying,  **  Clear  the  way/' 

**  And  though  the  ledlure  grows  rather 
long,  yet,  that  we  may  conclude  in  it  all  that 
relates  to  the  fubftance  of  dedications,  I  will 
inftrudt  you  in  two  other  points,  which  are  cf 
the  greateft  importance.  There  are  fome  au- 
thors who  write  in  Latin,  yet  fo  very  Spa- 
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jiifh,  that  when  they  come  tp  put  the  trufl 
titles  of  ^the  pcrfpns  to  ivhoip  they  dedica^ 
^heir  works,  as  the  duke  of  that,  and  the' 
marquis  of  the  other,  j^c.  put  them  in 
Latin  fd  plain,  natural,  apd  low,  that  ai 
pTd  beggar-woman  can  underftand  them| 
though  fhe  can  neither  write  nor  read, 
merely  by  hearing  them  pronounpcd  ;  fop 
in  this  plain  way  they  fay,  Duct  ^e  MeJinar 
Ce/i,  Comiti  de  AJtamirci$  ^arcbioni  de  Afr 
torga^  Domino  de  los  Cameros^  Conjiiiario  iR^s- 
gio^  &c*  How  ridiculous  1  It  would  be 
better,  than  to  fay  it  thus,  (o  put  it  ii> 
downright  Dunflable.  How  much  more 
elegant  and  more  I^atin  would  it  be  to  fay^ 
Calico^Metimnenfi^  DuSipriSatrap^^  aCo^ 
mitiis  de  CacuminatO'ConfpeSiu^  Manium  AJ^ 
turtcenjum  a  Idarkis^  LeSli-Fabrorum  Dyr 
najla,  a  Pfnetralibus  Rcgiis,  &c.  and  if  thp 
readers  do  pot  underfland  it,  let  thein  learu 
fome  other  trade,  for  that  is  no  fault  of  the 
writer,  who,  when  \it  fets  himfelf  to  com- 
pofe  in  Latin,  is  npt  to  employ,  a  Latin  tba; 
jnay  be  underftood  by  any  ^eminimijta  *. 
,  ^'  It  i^  another  thing,  indeed>  when  the 
pities  are  not  true  ones,  but  purely  allego^ 
fical  or  fymbolipal^  invented  by  the  genius 

f  A  4ealer  in  r$  ninma  littrarUi* 
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fif  the  jauthor ;  for  then»  that  all  the^racp 
9nd  reai^  pf  the  inventioa  ^fhpijld  be  4if- 
played,  it  is  highly  nece|rpry  to  j;iv:e  thcnj 
plaia  an^  ^^}^-  I  ^^1  ^^Lplain  myfelf  hy 
'  an  examfje.  In  .the  year  1704  ^  cer? 
tain  German  author  pi^blif^d  a  Lartij^ 
yror^,  intitledi  Geograpbia  Sa<:ra  feu  Eccler 
kajlica^  which  he  dedicated  to  the  Thre? 
Sole,  Sovereign,  Hereditary  Princes  in  Hea- 
ven and  on  Earth,  I'ripUf  ^ummis  atftie 
JJnicis  Principibus  bf^reditariis  in  Cfelo  &  iff 
Terra^  that  is,  to  Jefus  ChriA,  Frederic 
Auguftus,  £le£tor4-Prince  of  Saxony,  and 
Maurice  WiUiaip,  Hereditary  j^rince  of  th^ 
province  of  Saxe-Ceitz,  Cbr0o^  nfmpe^  Frer 
derico  jiugufio  Princi^i-Ele^orali  Saxoni4ff 
&  Mauritfo  IFilbelmo,  Proyiftciarum  Saxq^ 
Qizenfium  bare^i.  A  great  thing  !  Ye$ 
you  are  about  to  hpar  it  ftill  greater.  Ifov 
vvhat  titles  ihpuld  our  incomparable  author 
invent  to  exprefs  t)ie  ftates  of  which  Jefvi9 
Chrift  is  hereditary  prince  ?  Be  attentive, 
xny  fpns,  fpr  never  in  your  liycs,  perh^pst 
V^ill  you  read  a  diviner  thing  i  and  ^s  to 
inyfelf,  had  I  been  the  investor  of  itj  I 
ViTould  not  change  with  Ariftptle  or  Plato* 

'^  He  calls  Jefus  Cbrift,  then,  in  plear  stfid 
^niple  Lafip,  ^  it  was  neceflary  he  ^oul^ 
ufe  on  this  important  o^caiioQ,  Imp^rator 
^qnat^s  c^lefiium  Exercituum ;  eleSius  Rex 
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ShniSffemper  Augujlus^  Chrijliana  Eccle^ 
Fontifex  Maximus,  Gf  Arcbi-Epifcopus  Ani^ 
tnaruni  j  EkSior  Veritatis^  Arcbi-Dux  Glo^ 
riai  Dux  Vita;  Princeps  Pacts  i  EquesPor-^ 
ta  Inform ;  Triumpbator  Mortis ;  Dominus 
beridatarius  Gentium  \  Dominus  yujlitia^  & 
Patris  calejiis  a  SanSiioribus  ConJilUs,  &c. 
&c.  &c.  That  is  to  fay,  becaufc  it  is  of 
great  importance,  that  every  one  fhould 
underAand  it,  Chrift  is  Tbe  crowned  Em^ 
per  or  of  tbe  celeftial  armies  ^  EleSted  King  of 
Sion,  always  Augu/Ius,  Higb-Prieji  of  tbe 
Cbrijiian  cburcb,  Arcbbifhop  ofSouls^  EleElor 
ofTrutb^  Arcb'-Duke  of  Glory  ^  Duke  ofLife^ 
Prince  of  Peace ^  Knigbt  of  Hell- gates,  Tri^ 
nmpber  over  Deatb,  bereditary  Lord  of  Na- 
tions,  Lord  of  Juflice,  and  Counfellor  of  State 
and  of  tbe  Cabinet  to  bis  CelefHal  Fatber. 
And  the  author  adds,  very  opportunely, 
three  &c.  &c.  &c's,  by  way  of  flic  wing 
that  he  had  yet  to  fpare  many  other  titles 
which  were  at  his  fingers'  ends,  and  which 
he  might  be  writing  from  hence  to  to-mor- 
row morning,  if  thofc  given  were  not  fuf- 
£cient  to  fliew  thofc  he  could  have  added. 
Commit  this,  my  boys,  to  memory,  learn 
it  well,  and  let  it  ever  be  at.  hand  ;  for  a 
thoufand  occafions  will  offer  to  you,  in 
which  you  -may  avail  yourfclves  of  it  as  a 
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modeU  and  by  that  means  do  a  credit  to ; 
yourfclves  and  me. 

"Threq  words  only  arc  wanting concera* 
ing*  the  body  and  foul  of  the  dedication.  It 
is  fuppofed  that  the  Latin  is  always  to  be 
roaring,  altifonant,  intricate,  and  not  to  be 
conftrued,  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  the 
Latin  of  a  famous  dedication  which  fome  ' 
year9agb  Gerund  Zotes's  father  gave  me  to 
copflrue,  and  conftruc  it  I  did  truly  with- 
out  the  fmalleft  error,  in  the  prefence  of  all 
the  chief  prieflhood  of  St.  Millan  in  the 
pilgrimage  of  the  Chrifl  of  Villa-Quixida. 
It  is  fuppofed  likewife,  that  whoever  a  work 
Is  dedicated  tOj  be  he  who  he  will,  is  to  be 
engrafted  on  the  flock  of  our  moft  ancient 
king  Bamba,  or  at  leafl  on  that  of  Don  Ve« 
jemundo  the  deacon,  whether  in  a  right 
or  tranfverfe  line,  for  that  is  of  no  confe*^ 
quence,  and  it  is  an  affair  of  very  little 
trouble,  fince  there  is  Jacob  William  Im« 
ho^,  a  Dane  or  Swede  (I  do  not  exa&ly 
rep^ember)  the  famous  genealogift  of  the 
illuflrious  houfes  of  Spain  and  Italy,  who 
will  diredly  make  an  affinity  for  any  one 
with  whoever  will  turn  to  mofl  .accounts 
^efides  thefe  fuppofitions,  it  is  well  known 
that  the  beginning  of  every  dedicatioa 
is  always  to  fet  fprjth  the  impulHve  caufe 

which 
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which  trrefiftibly  compelled  the  author  to 
the  liberty  which  he  takes,  which  caufe  is 
never  to  be  any  other  than  that  of  feeking  a 
powerful  protedor  againft  emulation^  a 
ihield  againft  malignity,  a  fhade  againft  the 
liurniog  ardours  of  envy,  afluring  him,  with 
a  Aeady  face,  that  wieh  fuch  a  Mecenas  he 
fears  not  either  the  Ariftarchuies  or  the 
vZoilufes,  iince,  terrified  at  his  name;  they 
either  will  not  dai^  to  (hew  their  heads  out 
of  their  lurking  holes,  or  if  they  (hould 
have  the  boldnefs  to  do  it,  will  become  the 
Icarufes  of  their  temerity,  their  waxen 
wings  defolving  at  the  inflamed  and  ipark«- 
ling  rays  of  (b  fulgorous  and  refpendent  a 
defender ;  for,  in  truth,  liet  a  book  be  de^ 
dicated  even  to  the  moft  Holy  Sacramenty 
yet  if  it  be  a  bad  one,  there  are  men  fo  in* 
iblent  and  mordacious  that  at  the  fame  time 
they  adore  the  divine  objeft  of  the  dedi« 
Ration,  they  will  tear  the  book  to  (hatters^ 
ap4  fometimes  not  leave  a  whole  bone  in 
the  dedication  itfelf :  and  more  than  two 
books  in  folio  have  I  feen  called  in  by  the 
inquifition,  though  dedicated  to  kings,  to 
emperors,  and  even  to  the  very  pope,  with- 
out the  Mecenafes  being  at  all  concerned  or 
f  arii^g  a  jot  .about  the  matter  f  no  at^count 
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being  to  be  found  in  hiftory  that  there  ever 
was  a  war  between  Chriftian  princes,  in  de^ 
fence  of  a  book  that  had.  been  dedicated  to 
them,  though  it  has  often  raged  tremendT 
ouflyforas  a  weighty  a  concern  as  a  feather 
or  a  ftraw ;  yet  Ifay,  though  the  affair  be 
thus,  by  the  j uft  judgments  of  God  and  for 
the  fins  of  the  world,  we  ought  ever  to  hold 
with  that  proverb  which  fays.  He  that 
leansagainft  a  good  tree^  has  a  good  Oiade, 
oyer  him ;  and  that  at  all  adventures^  every 
welUwritten  dedication  fhould  open  with: 
this  fuitablei  delicate^  and  true  thought*' 
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CHAP.    IX. 

Ik  which  an  account  is  given  of  the  jufi  mo^ 
five  our  Gerund  had^  not  yet  to^  leave  his 
grammatical  Jiudies,  as  the  lajl  chapter 
promifed^ 

THE  curious  reader  will  doubtlefs  ht 
furprifed  that  as  we  had  faid  in  th6 
title  of  the  preceding  chapter,  that  the 
ingenious  and  induilrious  Gerund  leaved 
the  fchool,  he  (hould  ^ill  be  found  in  it» 
receiving  with  attention  the  fkilful  in- 
ilrufticms  of  the  very  learned  preceptor^ 
againft  the  faith  of  hiflory,  or  at  lead 
againfl  the  inviolable  fidelity  of  our  honed 
word.  But  if  he  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  have 
a  little  patience  and  lend  a  benign  ear  to 
our  mod  weighty  reafons,  he  may  happen 
to  repent  of  the  rafhnefs  and  precipitation 
with  which  he  has  already  in  the  interior 
of  his  heart  condemned  us  without  a 
hearing. 

Firfl  of  all,  it  is  an  intolerable  flavery, 
not  to  fay  a  ridiculous  fervility,  that  a  poor 
author  (liould  be  obliged  to  fulfil  what  he 
promifes^  not  only  in  the  title  of  a  chapter 

but 
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but  in  the^  title  of  a  book.     What  written 
obligation  docs  the  author  give  th^  reader 
to  oblige  him  to  that^  either  in  form  of  re- 
cognizance or  of  fimple  note  *  ?  And  thus 
we  fee  authors  of  great  fame  put  what  titles 
they  pleafe    to  their  books,  though   they 
have  no  relation  to  the  matter  treated  of 
in   them,  and  nobody   has  faid    a    word 
about  it,  nor  have  they  fpoiled  their  fortune 
by  it.     For  example,  at  reading  the  titl^ 
Margarita'  Antoniana^  or  Antoniana  Mar^ 
garita^    with  which  the  famous  Spaniard 
Gomez  Pereyra  baptifed  his  work,  who  wai 
the  true. patriarch  of  the  Defcartefes,  the 
Newtons,  the  Boyles,  and  the  Leibnitzes, 
who  would  not  think  that  he  was  about  to 
entertain  us  with  fome  y^ry  curFous  trea-: 
tife  upon  that  margarite  or  pearl,  worth  I 
doD*t  know  how  many  thoufands,  in  a  dif- 
folution  of  which  with  wipe  or  water  (for 
that  point  is  not  perfedly  cleared  up)  Cleo^- 
patra  drank  Anthony's  health,  or  of  which 
(he  made  a  little  innocent  repaftforhim  on 
afaft  day,  for  it  is  related  both  ways  by  the 
hidorians  ?  No  Sir,  nothing  at  all  like  it,  I 

♦  Hcnfce  it  is  fo  be  fuppoled  tliat  the  cuftom  for  au- 
thors or  their  bookfcllcrs  to  give  a  promiflbry  note,  fo 
laud;ibly  pra£tifed  in  our  metropolis,  in  the  fir  ft  numbers 
of  weekly  publications,  does  not  prevail  in  Spain 
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affurc  you.  yh& Antomana'Margarifa-  is 
no  other  than  a  moft  delicate'  t^reatife  of 
philofophy,  to  prove  that  the  brutes  have  • 
no  fenfitive  fbuf^  a^d  to  arraign  oh  thts  oc- 
cafioii  many  other  opinions  of  AriftotJci , 
which  for  a  long  fcriefe  of  ages  vverc  in  full 
and  quiet  pofTedion  of  the  vendratSoh  of 
the  fchools,  not  only  as  the  opiniotft  of  thi^ 
author,  but  as  indifputable  principles,  fd 
indifputible,  that  even  to  doubt  of  thent 
would  be  a  kind  of  heretical  delinquency  j 
and  nevertheldfs,  this  crofs-grained,  fubtle^. 
and  litigious  Gdlician  had  the  hardinefs  to 
conteft  their  title  to  this  veneration,  though 
he  (hould  not  be  able  to  deprive  them'  of 
poflcflion.  But  why  did  he  giv^ehis  work 
a  title  fo  foreign  to  thefubjeft  ?  Why  ?  foi^ 
a  reafon  as  pioUs  as  it' was  ftrong,  and  which 
no  one  can  quarrel  with ;  becaufe  his  fa-> 
ther  ^vas  called  -^f;//A^«y  and  his  mother 
Margaret ;  and  as  he  had  not  fufficient 
means  to  found  aa  anniverfary  for  tl]|Qir 
fouls,  he  would  -at  leafl  found  this  dutiful 
remembrance  of'therii.  Well  then!  Let 
thena  now  comef  and  upbraid  me  that  I  da 
not  fulfil  what  I  prooiife  in  the  title  pf  a 
chapter. 

Befides  this,    however    important    the 
chapter  of  a  book  may  be,  will  if  ever  be 

of 
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ib  important  as  the  chapter  of  a  religious 
community  ?  And  yet  how  often  do  we  feef 
that  the  refult  *  of'  a  chapter  is  very  diffe- 
rent from  what  was  propofed  in  the  be« 
ginning?  And  what  chapter  was  ever  yet 
declared  null  and  void  merely  upon  this  ac-^ 
count  ?  In  fhort,  if  a  poor  author  begins 
to  write  a  chapter  with  a  good  and  found 
intention  of  bringing  it  out  of  a  proper 
length  and  juft  proportion^  and  honeftly 
fulBU  what  he  promifed  in  the  beginning, 
and  afterwards  a  thoufand  things  come  a-^ 
CTok  him  which  never  entered  his  head 
before,  of  which  he  would  be  much  griev- 
ed to  forego  the  mention,  is  it  pofiible  that 
this  favour  may  not  be  granted  him,  or  this 
weaknefs  be  not  connived  at,  when  in  con-' 
verfatlons  we  fee  at  every  turn  things  inter- 
vene which  break  the  thread  of  the  prin- 
cipal fubjeft  for  an  hour  or  two,  when  in- 
ftead  of  our  teftifying  any  great  difgufl,  we 
rather  bear  patiently  with  the  adverfity  and 
with  the  weaknefs  of  our  neighbour  and 
go  quietly  on  ?  Then  why  ihall  not  the 
fame  charity  and  the  fame  pity  and  for- 
bearance be  exercifed  towards  authors  and 
their  books  ?  Befides,  would    it  not  have 


*  Chapters  of  eIe£):ion ;  in  which  of  courfe  much  po« 
licy  and  ftratagem  is  exerted. 

Vor,  L  P  been 
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been.  lacnentablCf  that  merely  to  complf 
wHh  what  the  chapter  had  inconfiderat^ely 
promifcd^  we  (hould  have  taken  our  Ge- 
rund^ from  ichool  before  his  time^  and 
without  having  heard  other  lefTonSj  not 
lef?  curious  than.  necefTary^  with  which 
his  fcholars  were  enriched  by  the  pedantic 
mafter  ? 

He  told  them,  then,  that  in  their  Latin 
compofitions,  of  whatever  kind,  they 
flioold  guard  carefully  againft  imitating  the 
flile  of  Cicero,  or  any  of  thofe  other  ftiles, 
which,  though  proper,  chafte,  and  ele- 
gant, were  yet  fo  clear  and  fo  natural  that 
any  reader,  however  dull,  might  compre- 
hend at  the  firft  view  what  they  meant 
to  fay  :  and  this  for  many  reafons,  which 
vied  with  each  other  for  powerfulnefs; 
the  firft,  becaufe  in  holy  fcripture  much 
praife  is  given  to  that  hero,  as  valouroua 
as.  wife,  who  treated  on  the  fciences  mag- 
nificently, magntjice  etenim  fcientiamtra^tk^ 
bat  \  and  certainly  nothing  can  be  treat- 
ed on  magnificently:  when  we  make  ufe 
of  obvious,  trivial,  and  common  words, 
though  ever  fo  pure  and  proper.  The  jfe- 
cond;  becaufe  if  we  do  not  ejideavour  to 
hold  S^^  the  attention  of  readers  and' 
hearers  by  obfcurijy,  or  at  leaft  by  that 
.  i  the 
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the  meaning  of  thephrafe  be  not  imme- 
diately intelligible,  experience  (hews  us 
that  fome  will  fall  a-fnoring,  and  pthers  be 
thinking  of  things  a  thoufand  miles  ofFi 
becaule  the  imagination  of  mortals  is  very 
volatile.  The  third ;  bccaufe  whilft  the 
reader  is  turning  over  Didionaries  and 
Lexicons  to  underfland  a  word,  its  (igni- 
fication  remains  afterwards  impreffcd  upon 
his  memory,  and  together  with  that  the 
doArine  and  thought  of  the  author.  The 
fonrth,  and  moft  powerful  of  all,  that, 
thofe  gentlemen  ftrangers  who  are  pleafed 
to  take  upon  them  to  brand  the  Latin  of 
the  Spaniards  as  difordered,  incurious,  and 
difhevelled,  may  know  that  here  alfo  we 
know  how  to  write  a  la  papillotte^  and 
,  bring  out  a  Latin,  with  as  many  buckles, 
as  if  it  had  been  combed  in  the  Rue  St. 
Hanori'a  Paris  -,  which  is  impoffiblc  to  be 
done,unlefs  we  go  upon  the  hunt  for  chpice 
phrafes  and  fuch  as  are  crifp  and  have  a 
natural  curK 

"  There  you  have  the  Engli(hmin  or 
Scotchman,  John  Barclay  (for  I  do  not 
pledge  myfclf,  whether  he  was  of  London 
or  Edinburgh)  who  would  not  hy  exbor-' 
tatiOf  though  they  burnt  him,  h\xi  para^ 
nefis   which  iignifies  the   fame,    but  is  a 
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little  more  of  the  Greek ;  nor  obedire  for 
obey,  which  any  lay-brother  fays,  but  de^ 
eedere^    which,    befides  being  of  a  better 
found,    is  of  more  abftrufe  fignification, 
and  is  equivocal  into  the  bargain.     To  call 
the  preface  frafatio  !  what  layman  would 
not  undcrftand  that  Latin  ?  To  call  it  Pro- 
cemium  has  a  fmack  of  the  logical  porch : 
Prologus  founds   farcical ;  let  it  be  called 
Alloquiunij  Anteloguium  Praloquium^  Prah-- 
cutiOf  and  I  will  anfwer  for  it.     Let  the 
do£lrinal  ilyle  be  always  called  in  Latin, 
Stylus  dUafcalicus,  and   let  who  will  fall 
upon   the   right  interpretation  thereof  or 
not.     When  you  would  remark  upon  any 
Latin  author,  (though  he  (hould  be  one  of 
the  moft  famous)  that  he  has  not  caught 
the  true  air  of  the  Roman  tongue,  and  that 
fome  national  or  provincial  peculiarities  are 
difcoverable  in  him,  fay,  *«  God  help  him, 
he  cannot  write  otherwife,  redolet  patavi^ 
nifatetni'    for   though  in  fadt  the  gram- 
marians arc  not  agreed  upon  the  true  figni- 
fi'cation  of   this  word,    yet  whoever  ufes 
it,  is  at  once,  ipfofaSlOt  ftamped  for  a  La- 
tinift  elegant,  poliflied,    terfe,  and  foaring 
out  of  fight.     Above  all,    I  charge  you 
*ftrid!y   that    you  never  call  me   or  any 
other  teacher  by  the  very  vulgar  names  of 
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what  littienefs  !    What  clowniftinefs  !  Al- 
ways call  him  who   teaches  any  faculty, 
Myftagogus  \  for  though  it  is  certain  it  is 
not  to  the  purpofe,  yet  he  who  knows  it 
will  thank  you  for  it,  as  it  is  a  word  which 
prefents   a  myflerious   and    extraordinary 
idea.     The  heft  admonition    had  like  ta 
have  flipped  me.     It  is  of  the  greateft  ioi* 
portance,  when  you  read  any  Latin  work, 
of  thofe  which  arc  ntoft  in  vogue  (a  phrafe 
with  which  I  am  much  pleafed)  to  fay 
every  now   and  then  hk  eji  I'brafonifmus, 
and  never  raind  whether  you  yourfelves, 
and  thofe  who  hear  you  underdand  right- 
ly what  you  mean  by  it,  for  I  will  pawn 
tnj   word   for   it,    you   will    leave   them 
amazed  and  arching  their  eye-brows  with 
admiration.     With  this,  and  with  being 
very  cautious  not  to  write  *the  dipthongsof 
a  and  ^,  and  o  and  e^  in  one  letter,  as  fome 
bonef^  people  who  have  written  in  Latin 
have  hitherto  done,  but  with  the  letters 
feparate,    writihg,  for  example,  faeminae^ 
ififtead  of  famina,  and  Phoebus^  inftead  of 
Phcebus  I  with  not   putting  the  dates  of 
time  in  days  of  the  month,  but  in  Kalends^ 
Jdess  and  Nones  }    with  obferving  not  to 
call  the  months  of  July  and  Augu/i  by 
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thdr  known  and  regular  names,  but  bythoie 
of  ^intilis  and  Sextilis^  as  they  were  called, 
iji  diebus  Hits  ;  and  finally  with  banifhing 
the  Arabic  numbers  from  all  your  Latin 
compofitions,  ufing  always  Roman  letters 
inft^ad  of  figure^,  and  thofc  dcvifed 
after  the  ancient  mode,  for  example, 
for  anno  tnillefimo  feptingenttffimo  quinqua* 
geffitno  quarto,  put  not,  as  a  'counting- 
houfe  man  would  do,  17549  but  An* 
CioDCCLiv  ;  I  fay,  my  fons,  that, 
\vith  obfcrving  thefe  articles,  you  may 
ilrut,  buikined  glorioufly  with  Latin, 
throughout  the  world  ;  et  per  earn  ego  m^ 
CHlti^mi  omnium  LatiniJJimorum  bominum  aur 
ifi^itis  r 

Very  attentive  was  our  Gerund  to  the 
lefTons  of  the  Doxnine,  hearing  them  with 
lingular  complacency,  for  as  he  had  faffi- 
cient  quicknefs  'he  immediately  compre*- 
bended  them,  and  as  at  the  fame  time 
they  were  fo  conformable  to  the  extrava- 
gant taft^  with  which  he  had  been  hitherto 
educated,  they  were  marvclloufly  grateful 
to  him.  Bqt  as  he  faw  that  the  Dominc 
infiAed  fo  ftrcnuoufly  that  the  Latin  (hould 
always  go  upon  ftilts  and  be  as  obfcure 
astpofTible,  and  as  on  account  of  the  flrong 
inclination  he  had  from  his  infancy  fliewft 

for 
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for  preaching,  his  godfather,  the  licentiate 
Quixano,  had  fcnt  him  the  four  volumCd 
Qf  fermons  of  the  famous  John  Raulin^ 
a  Parifian  dodor,  who  died  in  15 14, 
which  as  they  were  written  in  very  plain 
and  home-fpun  Latin,  were  pcrfedly  un- 
derflood  by  Gerry,  he  faid  very  difconfor 
lately  to  the  Domine,  fpeaking  in  Latin  1 
(as  there  was  a  forfeit  for  fpeaking  Spahi(h 
HI  the  Cchoo]) Domifje,  fecundum  ipfum^  qui-' 
damfermones  Latini  quos  ego  habeo  in  pau/a^- 
tione  mea  non  valebunt  nihii,  quia  Junt  planl 
&  darijicut  ^yatf.— According  to  that,  Sir, 
ibme  Latin  fermons  which.  I  have  at  my 
lodging  or  pdfada  are  good  for  nothing, 
becaufe  they  are  as  plain  and  clear  as  wa* 
ter.  ^i  flint  hi  fermones^  afked  the  Do- 
mine,  what  fermons  are  thofe  ?  Sunt  cujuf^ 

dam  predicatorii  qui  vocatur  Joannes  de  

non  me  recorder ^  quia  babet  apellitum  mul-' 
turn  enrevefatum. — They  are  of  a  preacher 
called  John  de  I  can't  remember  as 

he  ha«  a  very  intricate  or  enrevefado  appel- 
lative. De  quoaguntt  demandeduthe -Do- 
mine,  of  what  do  they  treat  ?  Dotnine^ 
anfwered  the  boy,  de  muliis  rebus  ^ua  //?- 
ciunt  ridere — Sir,  of  many  things  which 
make  one  laugh.  Go  and  fetch  them, 
/aid  the  Preceptor^  and  yve  will  fee  what 
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things  they  are^  and  what  (on  of  ftuff  the 
Latin  i$.  Away  flew  the  obedieot  Gcniod^ 
and  brought  the  books.  The  Doroinc 
opened  a  volume  in  the  fermon  de  viduitatc^ 
from  which  he  read  aloud  the  foUowing 
admirable  pafTage. 

Dicitur  de  quadam  vidua  quod  venit  ad 
curatum  Juum  quarens  ab  eo  co^filium^  fi 
deberet  iterum  maritari^  Gf  alkgabat  quod 
erat  Jim  adjutorio^  &  quod  babebdt  fervum 
optimum  &  peritum  in  arti  maritifui*  Tunc 
curatus  dixit.  Bene,  accipite  eum.  E  con^ 
trario  ilia  dicehat%  fed  periculum  Jit  accipere 
ilium,  ne  dejervo  meofaciam  dominum*  Tunc 
curatus  dixit.  Bene,  nolite  eum  accipere.  Ait 
ilia,  quomodo  ergo  Jaciam  ?  Non  pojfum  fiif^ 
finer e  pondus  illud  quod  Jujlinebat  maritus 
meus  nifi  unupt  habeam*  Tunc  curatus  dixit. 
Bene,  habeatis  eum.  At  ilia,  Jed  Ji  mains 
ejfet  &  vellet  me  dijperdere  &  ujurparet 
Tunc  curatus,  Non  accipiatis  ergo  eum.  Et 
Jic  curatus  Jemper  juxta  argument  a  Jua  cm^ 
cedebat  ei.  Videns  autem  curatus,  quia  vel^ 
let  ilium  ^  habere,  &  baberef  devotionem  ed 
eum,  dixit  ei,  ut  bene  diJlinSle  intelligeret 
quid  campana  ecclejia  ei  dicer ent,  &  fecun^ 
dum  conjilium  campanarum  quod  ipja  facertt* 
Campanis  autem  puljantibus  intelkxit  juxta 
vclfintatem  Juam  quod  diferent,  prens  ton 
6  varlct, 
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varied  prcas  ton  varlet  ^j^  accepto^  egri^ 
g&  Virkeravit  eam^  (S  fuh  ancUh  qua  priut 
fugrat  domina.  Turn  ad  cur^tum  Juum  con* 
quefta  eft  de  conJUio  maUScendo  boram^  qua 
credidtrat  /£.  Cui  ille^  mn  fatis  audijlis 
quid  dicant  campana.  Tunc  curatus  pulfd^ 
vet  campanas^  &  tunc  intellemt  quod  cam-* 
pan^  dkebimt,  ne  le  prens  pas,  ne  le  pren& 
pas;  tunc  enhn  vexatio  dederat  ei  intel^ 
i&um. 

Notwithftandiflg  the  innate  and  connate 
ferioufhefs  of  the  Preceptor,  it  is  affirmed 
bjr  a  coetaneous,  fyoeronous,  and  fkitb-> 
worthy  author,  that  upon  reading  this 
pleafant  piece  of  a  fermon  be  could  not 
refrain  from  laughter  r  and  that  it  might 
be  underftood  by  the  very  children  who 
had  but  that  year  began  their  grammar 
he  ordered  Gerund  to  condrue  it  Qenind 
told  him>  that  by  only  reading  it  he  had 
got  it  imprinted  on  his  memory,  and  that 
without  conftf  uing  it,  if  his  worfhip  pleaA 
ed,  he  would  relate  it  all  regularly,  and 
even  preach  it  as  if  he  -was  the  very 
preacher  himfelf..  The  propofition  was 
approved  by  the  Preceptor,  add  iilence 
commanded  by  him,  giving  three  flaps  on 
the  table  with  the  ferule.  Gerund  placed 
himfelf  with  a  graceful  air  in  the  middle 

of 
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of  the  fchool,  wiped  his  nofe  with*  *a  cor^' 
ner  of  his  cloaks  made  a  bow  with  his 
hat  in  his  hand,  round  to  all  his  fchool- 
fellows,  and  a  reverence  with  his  right 
foot  a€  if  he  would  have  fcraped  up  the 
floor,  fixed  his  hat  upon  his  head  as  a 
preacher  would  do  his  cap,  cleared  his 
pipes,  and  began  to  hold  forth  in  this 
manner,  following  word*  for  word  the  ier-f 
mon  of  John  Raulin. 

^f  It  is  related  of  a  certain  widow  that 
<*  (he  went  to  the  minifterof  her  pari(h  to 
afk  his  advice  if  fhe  fliould  marry  again, 
alledging,  that  (he  could  not  be  without 
fome  one'  to  help  her,  and  that  flie  had 
''  an  excellent  fervant,  a  flout  young  man, 
<^  well  fkilled  in  the  bufinefs  of  her  late 
«*  huftand.  Well  then, '  faid  the  mini^' 
fter,  marry  him.  fiut  (he  faid,  thertf 
is  danger  if  I  marry  him,  left  he  may 
take  upon  him,  and  from  my  fervant 
««  become  my  mafter.  Well  then,  faid 
*'  the  minifter,  don't  marry  him.  She 
"  replied,  I  do  not  know  what  to  do ;  I 
cannot  fuftain  the  weight  of  bufinefs 
my  bu(band  carried  on,  unlefs  I  take  an- 
**  other  to  affift  me.  Well,  faid  the  mi- 
**  nifter,  marry  this  young  man.  But, 
^'  fays  (he,  what  if  he  turn  oiit  bad,  and 
2  abufc 
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abufc  mcy  and  wade  my  property? 
Well,  then,  fays  again  the  minifter^ 
don't  marry  him  :  and  thus  he  conti- 
nued always  anfwering. according  to  the 
proportions  and  replies  which  the  wi- 
dow made  ;  but  in  (hort,  feeing  (he  had 
^'  a  great  mind  to  this  young  man  and 
•*  was  very  fond  of  him,  he  told  her  /he 
•*  (hould  abferve  well  what  the  bells  of 
the  church  would  fay  upon  ^e  affair^ 
and  adt  according  to  their  counfel.  The 
bells  were  rung,  and  feemed  to  fiy  to 
"  her,  by  the  interpretation  of  her  heart, 
TAe  Jlur-dy  rogue  be  wed^  the  Jiur-dy 
rogue  be  wed.  She  married  him  accord- 
*<  ingly,  and  he  in  return  banged  her 
^'  fides  handfomely,  and  converted  the 
f'  miftrefs  to  an  hand*maid.  Then  ihc 
^'  came  complaining  to  the  minifler  of  the 
f*  advice  he  had  given  her,  and  curfing 
f'  the  hour  in  which  (he  had  liftened  to 
^'  him.  Then  the  minifler  faid,  without 
f«  doubt  you  did  not  obferve  well  what 
"  the  bells  faid.  They  were  rung  again, 
'♦*  and  then  they  fecm  to  her  to  fay  clearly 
and  diftindlly,  T!be  fur^ly  rogue  be  jfe/, 
tbejur^ly  rogue  be  jied\  for  then  her  af~ 
f<  ilidtion  had  brought  her  to  her  under- 
f  ftanding." 

The 
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The  Donoine  greatly  applatided  the  ex« 
fdnefs  with  which  Gaiind  had  undcrftood 
what  he  had  read^  2nd  the  grace  with 
which  he  had  recited  it^  forefeeing  that 
he  would  have  great  talents  for  preach- 
ing;  and  his  fchoolfellows  huzzaed. and 
extolled  hhn  much,  and  laughed  exceed- 
Ijat  the  ftory.  But  the  Preceptor,  re- 
foming  his  tone  of  inftrudion,  began  with 
making  fomt  ferious  and  judicious .  reflec- 
tions^ and  ended  with  others  as  ridiculous 
n  pDflihle.  As  to  the  Latin;  he  told  his 
difciples,  it  was  indeed  very  home-fpun, 
and  that  even  thofe  who  were  for  clear  and 
nunning  Latin  would  not  approve  it,  be- 
cause this  was  not  fo  much  clear  and  na- 
tural as  clownifh  and  dir^  ;  in  which  he 
had  great  reafon.  *'  But  you  are  to  obferve 
one  thing,  fays  he,  which  is  the  little  rffi- 
^n  fome  gendemen  Frenchmen  have  to  cut 
their  jokes  upon  the  Latin  of  the  Spaniapds* 
treating  us  as  barbarians  in  point  of  Lati- 
Aity,  and  ikying  that  we  have  always  fpoken 
this  tongue  as  the  Goths  and  Vandals  might 
have  fpoken  it :  and  this,  becaufe  there 
(bay  have  been  here  and  there  an  author  of 
ears,  who  in  truth  wrote  a  rudic  and  tan- 
gled Latin,  or  like  the^Latinof  an  apothe- 
cary or  a  pariih-clerk.  Come,  come,  Mon- 
fieurs,  they  ought  all  to  be  allowed  good 

by 
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by  you  ;  for  if  wc  have  had  ourG^das,  our 
Cruzes>  and  our  I  don't  know  who  befideSt 
your  wor(hips  have*  like  wife  had  your  Raa<^ 
Iins,  your  Maillards>  your  Barletas,  youi' 
Menots ;  and,  what  is  worth  remarkrn^g, 
your  author,  the  celebrated  Monfieuf  cfa 
Cange,  in  the  Didlionary  he  compofed  of 
low  or  baftard  Latin,  went  not  from  home 
to  look  for  the  grcateft  part  of  the  exam-* 
pies  which  he  gives.  And  pray  obferve^ 
gentlemen,  by  the  way,  that  at  the  time 
when  fuch  elegant  Latin  as  this  of  John 
'  Raulin  was  the  mode  even  in  your  Bonne 
Vxlk  de  Paris 9  wc  had  here,  itt  the  very 
fame  age,  the  Montanos,  the  Brocenfes, 
the  Pereyras,  the  Leones,  and  many  others, 
who  could  have  played  their  part  in  the 
politefl  Roman  circle,  and  have  talked  face 
to  face  with  the  Tullies  and  the  Livies, 
whom  your  worftiips  fo  much  praife,  tho* 
they  are  not  of  my  parifli,  nor  of  my  great- 
e    devotion. 

"  So  far  as  to  the  Latin,"  faid  the  Do- 
mine  5  •*  but  with  regard  to  the  fubftancc 
of  the  fermon",  continued  he,  foon  tired  of 
fpeaking  with  tolerable  judgment,  or  fuf* 
fering  himfelf  to  be  carried  away  by  his 
flovenly  mode  of  conception,  "  but  with 
regard  to  the  fubftancc  of  the  fcrmon,  tho* 
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I  have  read  but  this  fcrap  of  it^  I  imme** 
diately  pronounce  the  author  of  it  to  have 
been  one  of  the  greateft'  preachers  there 
ever  were  in  the  world,  and' I  myfelf  would 
go  to  the  end  of  it  merely  to  have  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  hearing  him.     {  am  fo  delighted 
with  thefe  little  tales,  jefls,  and  pleafan- 
tries  in  fuch  compofitions,  that  I  would  not 
give  two-pence  for  a  fermon,  and  (liould 
be  ready  to  fall  a-fleep  at  it,  in  which  the 
audience  did  not  laughs  at  lead  half  a  dozen 
times,  ready  to  fplit  their  fides.     I  thought 
that  this  had  been  an  exclufivc  merit  of 
fome  Spanifli  preachers,  and  that  this  me* 
thod  of  preaching,  and  of  diverting  people, 
had  not  been  pradifed  in  other  parts;  but 
now  I  fee  that  all  the  world  is  country,  as 
we  fay,  that  this  is  not  a  peculiar  cuftom  ; 
and  though  on  one  hand  I  lament  that  fome 
of  our  celebrated  orators  have  not  the  fole 
claim  to  this  glory,  yet  on  the  other  I  am 
not  forry  that  other  nations  participate  it, 
as  the  contrary  would  be  envy  and  a  vicious 
ambition  *•"   Not  a  fyllable  of  this  lefturc 

♦  From  one  of  the  fermons  of  Menot^  whom  the  Do- 
mine  names  laft  of  the  French  authors,  Mr.  Helvetius 
gives  the  following  extrafi:,  which  the  reader  perhaps 
may  not  think  inferior  to  the  widow  and  her  bells  ;  and 
left  it  fhould  fufFer  by  a  tranflation  he  (hall  have  in  the 
language  in  which  it  is  met  with.  *<  Dieu  avolt  de 
toute  etcrnitc  dttermine  I'incarnation  &  le  ialut  du  genre 

humian  ; 
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WAS  loft  upon  our  Gerund  ;  for  as  he  had 
from,  a  child  (hewn  fo  ftrong  an  inclina- 
tion to  preachingi  he  took  in^  with  par- 
ticular attention  and  guft,  whatever  might 
tend  to  render  him  famous  in  that  line» 

• 

humain ;  mais  il  vouloit  que  de  grands  perfonages,  tels 
que  les  faints  peres,  le  demandafient.  Adam,  Enos^ 
Methufalem,  Lamech,  Noe,  apres  Tavoir  inutsiement  fo 
licite,  s'aviferent  de  lui  envoyer  des  ambaifadeurs.  Le 
premier  fut  Moi'fe,  Ic  fecond  David,  le  troifieme  Ifaie,  & 
ie  dernier  Teglife.  Ces  ambailadeurs  n'ayant  pas  mieuz 
reufli  que  les  patriarches  eux^memeS)  ils  crurent  devoir 
deputer  des  femmes.  Madame  Eve  fe  prefenta  la  pre- 
miere, a  laquelle  Dieu  fit  reponfe,  "  Eve,  tu  as  peche ; 
tu  n'es  pas  digne  de  mon  fils."  Enfuite  Madame  Sara 
•Qui  di,  '*  O  Dieu,  aide-nous.*'  Dieu  lui  dit,  **  Tu 
t  en  as  rendue  Indigne  par  rincrcdulite  que  tu  marquas 
lorfque  je  t*aflurai  que  tu  ferois  mere  d'liaac.''  La  troi* 
fleme  fut  Madame  Rebecca  :  Dieu  lui  dit,  **  Tu  as  fait 
en  faveur  de  Jacob,  trop  de  tort  a  Efau."  La  quatrieme^ 
Madame  Judith,  a  qui  Dieu  dit,  **  Tu  as  ete  troji  co- 
quette, tu  perdoies  trop  de  terns  a  t'attifi'er  pour  p!aire  a 
Ahafuerus."  Enfin  fut  envoyee  la  cliambriere,  de  I'agc 
de  quatorze  ans,  laquelle,  tenant  la  vue  baifTc  &  toute 
bonteufe,  s'agenouilla  puis  vint  a  dire,  <^  Que  non  bien- 
aime  vienne  dans  mon  jardin^  afin  qu'il  y  mange  du  fruit 
de  fes  pommes,"---&  le  jardin  etoit  le  ventre  virginaL 
Or,  le  ills  ayant  oui  ces  paroles,  il  dit  a  fon  pere, 
**  Mon  pcre,  j'ai  aime  celle-cl  des  ma  jeuneiTc,  &  je 
veux  Tavoir  pour  mere.*'  A  Tinftant  Dieu  appelle  Ga- 
briel, &  lui  dit,  **  Hola,  Gabriel,  va-t-en  vite  en  Na* 
zareth,  a  Marie,  &  lui  prefcntc  de  ma  part  ces  Icttres." 
Et  le  fils  y  ajouta,  ^*  Dis-lui  de  la  mieime  que  je  la 
choifis  pour  ma  mere.**  ^*  AfTure-la/'  dit  enfui:e  le 
Sainl-Efprit,  **  Que  jc  habiterai  en  clle,  qu'eile  fera  mon 
temple ;  8c  remets  lui  ces  lettres  de  ma  part." 

Atl  the  other  fermoiis  of  Menot,  fays  the  quoter  of 
this  extra)£l,  are.ne^irly  in  the  iame  tafle. 

and 
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and  be  immediately  refolved^  in  hk  hetrt 
that  if  he  fhould  ever  come  to  be  a 
preacher^  no  fermon  would  he  preacht  be 
it' upon  what  fubjeft  or  occaiion  i(  would» 
which  fliould  not  be  crammed  full  af  jefii 
and  ftories. 

Finally,  the  good  Domine  inftruAed  his 
difciples  in  all  the  other  parts  relative  to 
to  perfcft  Latinity,  or  the  perfedl  ufe  of  the 
Latin  tongue,  with  exadly  the  fame  tafte 
as  he  had  inflru6ted  them  in  flyle.  He 
told  them  that  rhetoric  was  not  the  art 
of  perfuading,  but  the  art  of  fpeaking, 
and  that  the  going  to  feek  after  folid  rea* 
fons  and  concluiive  arguments  to  prove  a 
thing  and  to  convince  the  underftanding, 
was  a  mechanical  bufinefs,  fit  only  for  lo- 
gicians and  mathematicians,  who  go  a  de- 
monflration-hunting  with  great  parade,  and 
when  they  had  feized  their  game  it  was 
good  for  nothing;  that  the  perfcdl  rheto- 
rician was  he,  who  attacked  and  overcame 
the  ynderftanding  with  three  or  four  no- 
things,  and  that  to  this  end  figures  had 
been  invented,  which  were  ufelefs  to  give 
weight  to  what  had  weight  in  itfelf,  and  that 
all  their  merit  confided  in  bewildering  rea« 
fon,  and  making  it  believe  that  glafs  wai 
diamond^  and  tinfel  gold.  He  taught  them 

that 
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that  they  (hould  not  wafte  t^e^fixnc  nor 
puzzle  their  brains  about  introdudtlon, 
propofition,  divifion,  confirmation^  per- 
oration,  6cc.  for  that  this  was  to  give  heed 
to  old  women's  tales,  and  to  fet  about  com- 
pofing  a  Latin  oration  with  the  fzjspfi  fym- 
metry  as  one  builds  an^  houfe.  He  did  not 
conceal  from  them  that,  ^riftotle,  De« 
moilhenes,  Cieero>  LongiauSt  and  Quinti- 
lian  bad  faid  that  this  was  indifpenfable^ 
not  only  that  an  oration  (hould  be  perfed:* 
but  that  it  fhouM  even  merit  the  name  of 
an  oration ;  but  he  added  that  thefe  was* 
poor  creatures,  and  that  becaufe  they  them-< 
felves  knew  not  how  to  fpeak  in  public 
in  any  other  manner,  they  took  it  for 
granted  that  all  were  to  fpeak  thus,  who 
were  to  fpeak  well.  A  clear  proof  that 
they  had  no  reafon  in  what  they  (fiid  were 
thoufands  and  thoufands  of  fermpns  which 
went  up  and  down  this  good  world  of  God 
even  in  print,  with  all  the  neceflary  licences,  . 
and  with  the  approbations  of  the  moft  fci-  ; 
entilic  and  difcreet  men^  and  which  had 
been  received  with  aflonilhing  applaufe  ; 
and  as  all  mankind  knows  that  a  fermon  is 
not,  nor  ought  to  be  any  thing  elfe  than 
an  artificial  and  well-conftrudted  compofi-  * 
tion  of  eloquence  or  rhetoric,  yet  in  the 
Vol.  I.  Q^  faid 


2.26      The   ai.STOR^Y,   o£ 

faid  fcrmons  was  there  not.  the  leafl:  trace 
of  al|,that  nonfe^nfe  and  hurly-pur)y  qf,  in.-^ 
irodudlion,  propofitian|  cjivifjoni  &;c.  but, 

cprtajn  brilliant^  ^fl^^y/  ^^ij^t^^V  ^P?9^0W?. 
tnoughts^  ftriying  each  which  flioul^j  bp. 
falfeft,  fcattered  here  and.  there- at  the  pica-, 
f^re  of  to^  preacher^  without,  Gonyiqtiftij, 
perfuafion;f  or  any  thing  like  itj  and.' nc- 
rerthelefs  they  were  applauded  as  pjccps,  of, 
inimitable  eloquence.  *  and  committed  to- 
pi;in^  to  perpetuate  their  m^etnpry.     Frpfl^, 
ajl  which,  h,e  Jegitimatcly^and^  pcrpn>pt,o-. 
nly  concluded  that;  true  rhetoric  and  tru.c. 
eloq^uence  had  nothing  at;  all  to  do  with  all 
thi^t  rtufi^  but  confi/led  priijcipally  in  havr 
ing^  the  rhetorical  figures  well .  decor.jjte^:. 
with    the    founding   Oreek.  narjips  witt^. 
which  each  had  been  baptifcd,  the  orajpr, 
being  ready,  when, properly  called  uppn^to^ 
give  their  proper  and  adeq|aatc  definition* 
•'  Give  me  the  man,   faid  he,  who  knows 
quid  ejl  Epanorthofis,^  BjUffis^  Hj/pJ^xf^tP^h. 
ParalipfiSj   Pleonafmus^  Synqnomia,  Uyppty^ 
pojis^     Epipbofiema^    Apojlrpphe^    Prolepjfis, 
TJpobolia^  Epitrophe^  Feripbrajis^  andPro^ 
Jhpcpeiai  and  who  in  whatever  compofitiQn», 
whether  Latin  or  SpaniHi*  ufes  thefe  figures. 
as. he  dial]  think  fit,  whether  he.  has  9  call 
for  them  or  not^  and  I  will  maintain  him, 

to 


to  be  more  rhetorical  and  more  eloduent 
than  an  hupdred  Ciceros  aiid  two  hundred' 
Demoftnettefes  pafled  by  the  alembic."  All, 
the  endeavour  thercfpre  of  the  learned  Pre-v 
ceptor  was.  .that  his  boyjs  mould  know. 

•TrL,"    *i^*'"  ,'•>','   '  ^*-^    *     "^J    '•     i'    >  '       t     ' 

tnele  trifles,  by  heart  i  and  to  thole  lyhoru 
he  faw  mod  inftrudted  and  expert  in  them. 
he  would  fay-  full  of  vanity  arid  fatisfac-^ 
tion,  "  Go>  my  Ions,,  far  you  raaynow  fllew  , 
yourfe^ves  couraeeojufly  as  r^ietonci^^ns  thrO;, 
^^I  the  Rood  (ludies  of  God  and  all  the  fe-«. 
minaries  ot  Chrift.'*     In  reality'  the  .rhcto- 
ricians  of  the  Dominc,  Zan^as-r/argas,  or 
Long-Shanks,    that   was   his, true  namp. 
were  very  remarkable  upon  all  the  banks 
of  the  Orbigo  and  thole  which  are  bathed 
by^the  famous  Rio  Tuerto^    or  CrookecJ 
Rivef.  .       rf         ,    .       f     , 

Finally,  the  leflbns  which  be  gave  them 
uppn  thc^Latia  poetry,  the  laft  part  of  all., 
whicn  it  was  his  province  to  teach,  were. 
£un  "brothers  to  thofe  relating  to  the  other 
par^ts  of  Latinity.     He  contented,  himfelf 
with  making  theni  learn  by  heart  the  pro- 
fbdy, 'the  quantity  of  the  lyllables,,  the  , 
Greek  names  of  the  ittX^daSlyle^  fpondee^ 
iambus^     trocbftf    pyrrickius^  .6cc.     thofe 
i^hich  cMrefled  the  .pnifornpity  or  variety  . 
of  the  ftropnes,  monocoios,  monojlrophos,  di^ 

Q  2  cohs^ 
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C0I0S9  dijlrapbos^  ietrafiropbos^  and  that  they 
fhould  commit  to  memory  a  great  number 
of  verfes  of  the  Latin  poets  folely  to  prove 
by  them  the  quantity  of  (yllables  long  or 
fhort  by  po(ition»  without  adverting  that 
this  rule  is  not  abfolutely  infallible^  becaufe 
the  bed  Latin  poets  made^  not  infrequentlyt 
long  fyllables  fhort,  or  fhort  ones  long»  ei- 
ther ufing  poetical  licence,  or  becaufe,  tho' 
they  were  poets,  as  they  were  but  men 
they  might  forget  themfelves  i  fince,  fome* 
times,  even  Homer  himfelf  will  nod.  This 
being  done,  if  the  boys  com  po fed  verfes 
which  would  fcan,  however  languid,  poor, 
aAd  profaic  they  might  be,  and  though 
they  were  more. (luffed  with  trafh  than  a 
mafler-wall  with  rubbifh,  there  was  need 
of  nothing  mofe  for  crowning  them  with 
the  laurel  of  Apollo.  Once  were  propofed^ 
as  a  fubjedt  of  a  Latin  diflich,  or  a  quar- 
tilla  (a  flanza  of  four  lines)  in  Spanifh, 
thefe  words,  ^hen  it  wasfeen  with  bow  much 
rcafon  God  cbajlifed  the  world  with  the  deluge^ 
and  Noab's  ark  was  conftruSied^  and  a  dif- 
ciple  of  Zaucas-Iargas  comprifed  them  itt 
a  fingle  Latin  verfe  'which  faid 

DiluviumguSf  j^camque  Nm  ;  turn  piaratiofUm- 

For  this  admirable  yerfe  only  the  Domine^ 

not 
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not  able  to  contain  himfelf,  gave  him  an 
embrace  and  two  partes ^  or  licence  to  com- 
mit two  faults  without  punifhment.  As 
another  fubjedt  was  propofed  the  proverbial 
fentence,  what  can't  be  curd  muji  be  endurd^ 
and  one  of  the  boys  drefTed  it  in  this  fweet 
pentameter, 

^ua  nm  mutari^  funt  Ukranda^  qtuunt ; 

which  was  worth  him  twelve  places  in  his 
form  and  an  afternoon's  holiday.  He  order- 
ed them  to  put  the  following  invitation  into 
a  ftanza  of  Sapphic  verfes  5  Andrew  Corvinus 
defires  Peter  Paganus  to  come  and  take  a  bit 
with  him  on  Wednefday  afternoon^  as  be  foall 
that  day  kill  an  hog.  A  boy  who  pafTed  for 
a  miraculous  genius  the  next  day  brought 
this  (lanza. 

Domini  Petre^  Domim  Pcgam^ 
Carvius  rogat^  veils  ut^  Andreas^ 
Vifperi  quarta  ma£iaUmus  fuem^ 

Ad  ft  venirt* 

The  preceptor  wanted  little  of  running 
mad  with  joy,  and  immediately  on  the 
ipot  declared  him  perpetual  emperor  of 
the  Roman  band  *»  made  him  take  poiTef- 

*  The  fcholars  are  ufiially  divided  into  two  bands, 
the  Roman  and  Cartbagenian,  or  the  Greek  and  Tro-. 
j^n.     Tbeir  Saturday  s  bufineis  is  a  pitched  battle  of 
knowledge  in  the  different  parts  of  grammar.  A  judge 

0.3  o^ 
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Con  of  the  chief  feat^  or  imperial  thronCi 
commanded  "tHit  for  iHe  prefent  he  Inout4 
be  crowned  with  a  wreath   of  marih-mal- 
ovvs  and  other  herbs,  nnce  there  was  no- 
thing eVfe  ai  hand  In  what  was  cal\e4  tjiQ 
pomine's  Gardehj    but 'was  *a'  lituc  djrt^ 
crpfe^to  fodder  ah  afs  in,'  till' a  t)rancli'of 
laurel  could  be  procured  from' the  mouh- 
•  tain  5    and  dedree'd '  that   from  ihaf  time 
forth  to  all  fiicccedin^*'' ages;  cven'to^'thg 
cud  Of  the  world,  he  fiio'iild  be  held;  had; 
and  accbuntdd  the  Atch-poetbf  Ifie D^feff 
(that  Was  the  country  Which 'ptoduceH't^il 
th\inderboU  of  a  boy)  to  dlftirigmfli'hiiit 
^romi '^ahd  prtvent' his  ever  bdrtg' con- 
founded with;  Camillo  Cuefno  tht^Archf 
^Cetde^laPulla.        '       '         ''    ^'  '    "^    ' 
That  the  Domine  fhould  fet  about  cx-f 
plaining  to  his  difciples,  in  what  the  foul 

or  umpire  is  appointed,  who  declares  the  viftory  from 
the  fuperior  number  of  hits  ;•  r.nd  t6  the  cuftady  crffomc 
boy  of  the  conquering^ party,  who  has  mod  diflinguifhed 
himfelf,  is  committed  by  the  mafter  a  fmall  flag  or  cn- 
fign,  viith  which  he  marches  home  *ery  triu«^hantly 
ti)  his  parents,  who  aie  much  delighted  with  the  ho- 
nourable teftrmony  of  his  merit'i  if  tliey  ard'  in  go64 
cifcumftanccs  p  but  if  they  are  poor,  they  curie  itbcH 
compliment  and  the.  maker  of  it,  as  tkis  nag  muft  bo 
fent  home  the  n^  Saturday,  with  a  piece  of  gD6d  rib- 
bon tied  to  its  tail,  which  tbc  Domine  cither  fells,  or 
giTes  to  the  fair  one  of  whofc  ^ood  graces  he  i^  moft 


ambitious. 


and, 
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andlhe  divine  furor  of  poetry  confiftedj^  to 
defirc  him  to  make  them  obferve  the  cha* 
rafter  and  difltrtnte  6f  the  bfcft  ^oti},  to 
hope  that  he  would  teach  them  to  know^, 
and  diftingui(h|  and  judge  of  tnem^  to 
cxpeft  thit  he  {hould  inftrudl  them  not  to 
be  pleafcd  with  verbofiiy  and  ridiculous 
puerility — think  not  of  it.  Sir,  I  beieech 
you ;  twas  not  to  be  done ;  thfe  Dprninc 
did  not  khow  to  do  it;  and,  bcfides,  ver-r 
oofity  and  puerility  were  thfe  delight  of  his 
heart.  H^e  was  naturally  inclined  to  the 
worft  of  whatever  he  met  v^ith  iri  the 
poets,-  cfpccially  if  it  had  a  thundering 
found  or  ridiculous  Jingle  or  iteration'.  As 
to  the  firft"  chapter,  he  extpllec{  to  the  fl^ies 
fhefc  two  wpdy  mouth^uls,  or  pocticaj 
yen tofi ties  of  Ovid, 

< 

^gilidum  hvrem^'  egeH^untqui  mtum. 

Arid  faid,  wi'th  great  fat^'sfa'dipn,  he  fou'ncf 
AOthihg  elfc  iri'  tliis  poet  that  he  could 
j)raifb\  .  As  tb  the  Iccbnd*,  tliere  was  not 
in  the  w6rld,  according  to  nim>  a  thing 
eqiial  tb  thai  play  of  words,  fo  ridiculous 
and  fo  filly,  in  the  veVfe  of*  Cicero,  which 
has^fbr  evcfr  niarke^  hin^for  ^  poor  a  cfea^ 

0^4  ^^^^ 
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turc  amongft  the  poetSi  as  he  was  great 
amongft  the  orators^ 

Oforiunatam  natam^  nucoufuUf  Ramam! 

But  nothing  aftoniflied  him  fo  much  as  the 
divine  genius  of  that  unknown  poet>  who 
in  two  words  only  compofed  an  hexameter 
verfe^  complete  and  adjufted  to  all  the 
rules  of  profody,  but  in  fo  occult  a  man- 
ner, that  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  known  for  a 
verfe,  unlefs  by  a  revelation ;  for  without 
it  who  would  take  this  for  one, 

Conjlernabatttr  CoHftoHtinofUtanus  f 

And  yet  no  fyllable  is  wanting.  Thus  alt 
his  chief  cares,  and  his  mod  earneft  en- 

•  •  • 

deavours,  were  to  teach  his  boys  in  poetry 
juft  what  they  ought  to  be  ignorant  of,  or 
to  know  only  ia  order  to  abominate,  or  to 
make  a  folemn  jeil  of,  as  is  done  by  all 
the  notable  men  who  deierve  to  have  a 
ipuftacbo  curled  upon  ParnafTus.  For  his 
fins  did  there  fall  into  his  hands  a  certain 
work  of  a  writer  of  this  age,  intitled,  De 
Toefi  Germanorum  Symbolical  Of  the  Symbo- 
lical Poetry  of  the  Germans,  in  which  was 
handled  and  celebrated  the  prodigious  va- 
riety of  fo  many  kinds  of  verfe,.  Leonine, 
Alexandrine,  Acroflic,  Chronologic,  Hie- 
roglyphic^ 
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coglyphicy  Cancrine,  Crofs-formcd,  Laby- 
rinthic,  Pyramidal,  and  a  thoufand  other 
follies  as  have  been  invented  by  that  na- 
tion, otherwife  learned,  ingenious,  and 
judicious,  but  in  this  particular  of  fb  ex- 
travagant a  tafte,  that  it  has  caufed  much 
admiration  and  not  a  little  laughter  to 
other  nations ;  though  it  will  be  difficult 
to  find  one  to  which  the  contagion  has  not 
reached  :  juft  like  the  fmall-pox,  which  in 
general  infeds  only  children  and  young 
perfons,  this  ridiculous  peft  is  caught  or- 
dinarily by  boy-poets  only,  who  have  not 
yet  the  ufe  of  poetical  reaibn ;  and  if  at 
any  time  it  feizes  an  adult,  the  difeaie  is 
incurable,  or  little  lefs  than  defperate* 

To  all  the  other  kinds  of  verfe  Zancas- 
iargas  of  courfe  preferred  the  worft,  that 
js,  the  Leonine  or  jingling,  which  in  all 
probability  introduced  into  the  poetical 
world  the  pervcrfe  fedl  of  rhimes,  which, 
like  the  dragon  in  the  Revelation,  with  its 
tail  drew  the  third  part  of  the  ftars  of 
Heaven,  and  did  cad:  them  to  the  earth,  I 
mean,  which  has  deftroyed  fo  many  noble 
geniufes  who  might  have  enriched  pode- 
rity  with  a  thoufand  divine  things,  and 
who,  through  thefe  curfed  rhimes,  (God 
/brgive  me)  happily  unknown  to  all  anti« 

*^  ^         *  6  quity> 
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quity  have  bequeathed  it  an  inexhaufHble 
fund  of  jy)Qrncfs,  impropriety,  and  rub-p 
biih.  But  our  Domine,  befotted  to  his 
ill-advifed  opinion,  fwore  by  the  immor.. 
tal  Gods,  that  all  the  Iliad  of  Homer,  ali 
the  Eneid  of  Vifgil,  and  all  the  Pharfalia 
of  Lucan,  were  not  worth  the  fingle  diftich 
with  which  Muretus  laughed  at  Gambarra^ 
a  poet  of  Antwerp,  faving  the  dirtinefs  and 
ill  favour,  for  thefe  were  not  to  be  laid  to 
the  charge  of  the  poetry. 

CnH^^y  vi^ratwn  nterdfja  wkmim  vaium 
}Ionfu»t  noJifaUs  ttrgen  digfut  mtUm 

As^the  end  and  clofe  of  all,  he  inftnidted  theW 
in  what  he  catted  the  Dtvina  Scientia  of  eq.UH 
voqucs  and  anagrams,^ and  of  thislaft,  e^eci-? 
ally,  kc  was  fiirioufly  enamoured^.  A  peHfedt 
anagram,  he  faid,  was  the  art  of  arts,  the 
ibicnce  of  fciences^  the  delicacy  of  dtKcacieTi 
the  elevation  of  elevations,  in  a  word",  the 
lydius  lapis,  or  the  touch-flbne  of  gcfdd, 
true,  pure,  legal,  uriallbyed  genius.  Where 
is  there  again  in  the  world  fuch  another 
thing  a^  to  call  a  wolf  a  fowl^  and  zfowl  a 
wolf  I  to  fay  pufs  to  a  man  taking  brotb^ 
and ^^  to  a  car?'  Btifif  in  a  perffedf  f&n- 
tence  or  motto  was  concealed  not  lefs  tUaii 
a  name  and  a  pair  of  appellatives,  without 

afyl- 


a  /^lUblc,  l?tff r»  or  Uq  P^  ?  ^'r'^.^^  waijjt 

yijt  caqtie  forjjj  jpjo  public  with  |ii§  n^f^s 
^'n(j  addijioqs,  fayipg.  in  thp  ffpnf  of  (^9 

^s  it  i5  ^  p^cf?^  ^pagWRi  pf  ^Pll*  bU 
patpe§,    ^pdl  both   \h^    f^ntenc^s  hs^^  4 

grams*  which*  notwithftanding,  a.r^  Vief- 
timable,  and  li.ay^  ^q  tb^ir  vei;y  ^gajp^cfec- 
tipn  more  grace  tbao^  caix  ^e  fo^ifid  ia  t^fi 
£o-muc$-e;ct6lle4    infi{y.i^e|    of  Ma/;tia^ 

^lade  aa  apa^ram  o^  th^  ijiam?.  ojf  0/fe^ 

ierve  t^o  haV|e  a  ll;a,tu^  ^^^S^f^  ^"^fl  ^^'^  ^'^ 
^e  ca^uoro J  ])^in^rya  ?  Aqd  d/^  't^<J,9tb<Tif 
dcfervc  lefs  vbo,p^t  th^.  naipe.  and  a^^jw;!- 


l^now  l^pjjr,.  to  accon^ajpdate,  a^dc^,  wi^4 
/wd  Ifs  to/fare^  for,,  tbt^  Ifotb^,  LaJ^,  of. 


*  Jfnt  av^vSt.    Ooe  I«g  to  fpare^OMaM  one  ftroke 
of  then,  wlji,ch.lykig,t^lceir.aw3jrJ^Yp,a9.ih. 

8  /iStf 
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the  poJi*b<y  who  JhaU  bring  the  nenvs  f  Lc^ 
us  be  undeceived  ;  this  affair  of  anagrams 
is  a  divine  affair,  whatever  may  be  faid  by 
half  a  dozen  buffoons,  who  account  it 
children's  play,  and  would  perfuade  us 
that  Martial's  affertion,  l*urpe  eft  difficiles 
habere  nugasp  &ftulttu  eft  labor  ineptiarum, 
is  well  applied  to  Anagrammatifls.  And 
lefs  weight  with  me  has  the  other  fatire  of 
the  crude  Adrian  de  Valois,  who,  becaufe  he 
did  not  know  what  is  your  right  anagrams 
fung  us  this  fmart  touch  as  he  thought, 

Citharaitts  ejfe  qui  nequit,  fit  Auladus  ; 
Anagrammatjfia^  qui  Poeta  nonjpirat. 

Bravo!  Give  the  pretty  fellow  a  fugar- 
plum  for  his  pretty  thing.  But  I  will 
tell  him,  that  he  who  fhall  not  know  how 
to  make  anagrams,  mud  never  hope  to  be 
a  poet  on  this  fide  the  grave ;  and  that  he 
who  fhall  make  good  ones,  is  already  ad- 
vanced above  half  way  towards  being  a 
mighty  poet,  a  poet  in  folio  :  for  if  poetry 
be  ho  other  than  a  noble  tranfpofition  of 
words,  anagrams  are  but  a  beautiful  tranf- 
pofition of  letters.  And  evil  betide  that 
Collctet,  or  Coletillo,  who,  without  the 
fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  faid. 

Letters  in  anagrams  to  twift  and  ftrain, 
'  Is  the  poor  province  of  a  twifted  brain. 
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CHAP.    X. 

* 

In  tvbicb  is  treated  of  what  itf elf  will  tell. 

FIVE  years,  four  months^  twenty  days, 
three  hours,  and  feven  minutes  did 
our  Gerund  fpend   in  learning  thefe  and 
other  impertinences  of  the  fame   ftamp* 
(according  to  a  moft  punctual  ancient  le- 
gend, which  gives  us  exactly  marked  even 
the  very  tittles  of  chronology)  and  fraught, 
to  the  entire  fatisfadtion  of  the  Domine, 
with  figures,  rules,  verfes,  hymns,  and  lo^-- 
fons  of  the  Breviary  (for  this  he  made  his 
fcbolars  conftrue  and  get  by  heart,  as  be- 
ing an  admirable  preparation  for  an  exami- 
nation   for    holy  orders)  he  returned  to 
Campazas  upon  a  day  of  the  month  of 
May,  which  day  the  abovefaid  chronicle 
remarks  broke  cloudy,  and  afterwards  con- 
tinued rainy.     All  the  moft  weighty  au-* 
thors  who  have  written  upon  the  affairs  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  agree,  that  though 
the  Domine  Was  a  great  flogger,  and  efpe- 
cially  if  a  boy  miftook  m  a  particle  of  an 
hymn,  the  quantity  of  a  fyllable,  the  for- 
mation of  an  anagram,  and  things  of  this 

tenour. 


' 
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tenour,  he  was  fure  to  be  horfed  without 
remiflion  though  he  might  have  ^  hateful! 
of  farces^  yet  that,   notwuhitanding,  our 
Gerund  was  fo  exaA  in  every  thin?,  and 
o  welt  how  to  keep  his  breeches  up^ 
that  in  all  the  aforefaid  time  which  ^ he 
fp6nt^irfliisgrtimmaficalttcrdieV,tlewa^flo^ 
gklbdf'f6'tffhuridrcd'ah'd  ten  tlmfeSi  whictf 
by'a  fafthtur  caKuliitibn  ftatcely  anfjount^ 
t(5  thte'e  tirftefe  a  v^eelr :  a  th'lfig  wHicli  fur- 
prifed  thdfc  who  kW6 w  'th'd'  rigb'tif  ah'A  Te- 
vtfrity  of  Zanfcai-lafgas.     Nor 'vjrai 'it iels" 
matter  of  furptize,  that  in'  aW' thiVcoiirfe 
of'time 'Gerund'  fhould  not'  hiV4  playccf 
troartt^'but'tv^elve  ♦timW,  ^adcJordi righto  6lie^' 
autlior,  or  thWtdfen  accorfiingf'to  anJthef,. 
and  this  always  for  the  imofV  legitimate  and' 
urgent '  cadfes  i  for  one  timy  he'  did  If  to 
g6  to'fte  thb  biills  at  Ba'nezaf,'  artothSr  to  ^& 
\6  the  pilgnmagd  of  the  Christ  of  Villa^^' 
quexida,   twti  others  to  go  a  bii'd-tatchihg  * 
withlimed'twlgsatahedge-rdttr  heat  a  /pring' 
which  was 'thrtt' leagues  'from'  tKb  place 
where  he  ftiidied  \  arid  thus  of  all  the  reft/ 
which  his  application  and  the  great  love  he  \ 
had  for  learning  corroborates.'    The  fafee 
authors  likewife  "^afTure  us.  that  there  was* 
not  in  all  the  fchool  a  more  quiet  arid' 
peaceable  boy;    Never  was  any  other  ten^' 

dency 
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fioKy  to  mifchief  obieryeciin  him  than-  the 
gjTi^^t*  plea  fare  he.  tooI&  ia  playing,  tricks^ 
which,  tht:^^' c^J^ingon^tl^  caU  uf)on  the^ 
frcfb^paen  who  came  to.  his  boardlogr 
houie*.  His  moffc  ufuaL  and  beloved  one- 
was  to  let^themfalLa-i^ikep* after- they  wero^ 
in  bcd»,  and  making  a  flip^knot  in  the  end^ 
of' a.  piece  of.  (Irong;;  pack  thread  to  put  it' 
with^tbe  greated^foftnei^  and  g9ntlene(s^ia^ 
the  world. over  one. of  the  great  toes -of- the 
poor  deeper ;  then  he  ftole  to  his  own  cham-^ 
ber  with.tbe  other  end.of4he  packthread  in* 
his  hand»  which  being,  at  firft  gently  and 
afterwards  nnorc  (Irongly  drawn,  accord- 
ingly,as  the  kDOt:went;on  tightening,,  the 
p^^ia  went  on .  awakening,  the  patient,* 
whjp .  went  on  fcreaming  in  proportion* 
to  tbe\  pain,  which .  likewlfe  went.on 
CQcreafing.in  »proportionras  iGerry  went  on* 
drawing  .the packthread;  and  as  the  un«' 
happy  Jufferer  could  not  fee*  or  guefs  at  hU 
tor^tncntor,. . as  all  his. ^companions  in  the^ 
fame  room  at  that  time  fnored  excellently, 
feigning  a  moil  profound  fleep,  he  bellow-^ 
ed.iloutly  again  ft  the  witches  and  goblin^- 
who  weax;  tearing  off  his  toe.  And  though' 
it  is.  certain  that  two  or  three  boys  had  like 
to  hav?  .loft  their  toesi  yet  irwas>  alway$^ 
thoug|)t  a  very  jinnocentw trick,  •  efpf ci^Iy. 

as 


t* 
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as  Gerund  would  fay  in  the  morning  that 
he  did  it  only  out  of  fun  and  out  of  a  mere 
joke.  As  to  every  thing  elfe  he  was  the 
quieted  creature  that  could  be ;  for  there 
was  a  whole  week  in  which  he  fcarccly 
broke  half  a  dozen  boys  heads ;  and  in  the 
full  five  years  that  he  was  in  one  and  the 
fame  boarding-houfe  he  never  once  broke 
a  (ingle  plate  or  porringer  ;  all  that  he 
did  in  this  way,  was  upon  four  occafions  to 
dafli  every  piece  of  crockery-ware  in  the 
lArhole  houfe  to  atoms ;  but  for  this  he  had 
a  ilrong  and  juft  motive,  becaufe  the  red  cat 
which  his  dame  was  very  fond  of,  had  eat 
a  lufty  raftier  he  had  laid  by  for  his  fupper. 
His  behaviour  at  the  parifh  church,  where 
all  the  {ludents  went  to  hear  mafs,  was  ex-^ 
ebiplafy  and  edifying.  Do  not  fuppofe 
that  our  Gerund  Was  wont  to  (land  turning 
his  head  idly  frbm  fide  to  fide  like  a  wea- 
ther-cock i  or  to  be  pulling  the  boy  who 
flood  before  him  by  the  cloak,  or  moiflen- 
ing  the  end  of  a  ftraw  to  lay  it  gently  in 
the  ear  of  thefaid  boy,  or  to  tickle  his  neck 
With  it  as  if  it  had  been  a  fly  ;  nor  much 
lefs  to  be  entertaining  himfelf  in  making  a 
fort  of  chain-work  with  the  remaining 
part  of  the  lace  with  which  his  waiftcoat 
was  drawn  together  before,  and  when  it 

was 
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was  ja^ll  vin.volyejl  in  this  chwn- wp.rk,  giving 
it  A  pMll  by  the  ^n4$  .aod  u;)4oing  it  at 
QOfCje^  all  Xk^k  tricks,  with  which  boys 
pfually  Ue^jijiljP  .their  tjoi^  2^t  churchy  he 
W*S4»uch  icjauxdali^fd  .at,  and  cqnik^Vfint-- 
ly  ih»txixcd  the  practice  of.  No ;  motions- 
lei^  did  our  Gqruod  always  ftand^  with  his 
fajce  rcy trfijxi^  rtQwa^rds  <he  altar,  Aod  his 
jB^es  .aailed.  pa  an  -® fop's  Fables  in  his 
Jlvis  hand#  which  ,be  cppftryed  Qver  >p4 
py^r  with  the  jgc-eateft  devotion. 

BoxDg  x^tuJAed  to  Cai^pa?as,  who  cap 
relate  the  dcunpnilratiops  of  joyj ^aQd^thp 
endearqaents  with  which  lie  w:as  rtccciyed 
by  Aathony  and  Catania,  the  parfpn  .of 
.the  pariih*  .and  his  jgodfather^  the  Uceiir 
itiate  Quixano>  who  were  continual  rneilr 
aiates  with  iniy  uncle  ^Athony,  and  had 
fcarcly.lcft  the.houfc  after  they  kpewthe 
ais  iiad  been  ^ent  for  Gerry,  for  that  is  the 
j>hrafe  ufed  ip  Campos,  when  a  boy^is  to 
be  fetched  from  fcbool.  After  the  ficft 
embraces  w-hich  they  all  gave  him,  they 
were  aftonilhed  at  the  guflies  of  Latin^ 
which  burft  fo.copioufly  from  that  mouth 
of  his,  that  it  was  wonderfpl  to  behold. 
They  prefently  hegatx,  jis  it  was  natural^ 
to  talk  pfthe  E^rpceptor,  whep  his  fcholac 
inftaqtly  exclaimed,  Proh  Dii  immortalesi 

Vol,  I.  R  Myjla^ 
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Myjlagogus  mens  eft  homo  qui  a^rfti/ur  de 
confpeSlu — O  immortal  Gods  !  my  Myfta- 
gogue  is  a  man  who  foars  out  of  fight. 
They  afked  him  if  he  had  many  boys  ?  And 
he  dircdly  anfwcrcd,  ^i  numeret  ftellas po- 
tent numerare  puellas^—Ht  who  can  count 
the  ftars  may  count  the  number  of  the  boys; 
The  licentiate  Quixano,  who  was  left  con- 
fined to  his  native  language  than  any  of  the 
others,  faid  to  him,  •*  You  miftakc,  my 
man,  for  puel/as  docs  not  iignify  ioys,  but 
girls''  Pace  tya  dixerim^  Domine  Gro-fat- 
bed,  replied  his  godfon,  puella  puella  is  epi- 
cene, jiixta  illud^  uno  epicena  vacant  Graii, 
promijcua  nojlri.  The  Licentiate  had  no- 
thing to  anfwer,  and  only  afked  him  why 
he  called  him  Gro-fat-bedy  as  it  founded 
like  laughing  at  him,  and  he  thought  it 
rather  impertinent.  Neutiquam per  medium-- 
fidiuml  anfwered  Gerund,  fmiling,  Gro^ 
fat-bed  \s  the  anagram  o{  Godfather ^  and  an 
anagram  is  a  figure  by  which  the  letters  of 
one  or  more  words  are  tranfpofed  or  in- 
verted ;  and  fo.  Sir  Godfather,  with  your 
leave,  if  I  (hould  call  my  mother  Catania 
an  all-caty  I  fhould  be  fo  far  from'  mifcall- 
ing  her  or  departing  from  the  duty  I  owe 
her,  that  I  fliould  compliment  her  by  ap- 
plying 
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plying  to  hct  name  one  of  the  moft  delicate 
ai)d  irigienious  figures  in  all  rhetoric. 

With  thefei  and  other  follies  of  the  fame 
kind.  Gerund  pafTed  away  the  time^  (hew-- 
ing  figns  of  his  great  progrefs  4n  JLatinity^ 
and  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  St.  Luke's 
day  to  begin  \i\$  fumulas^  or  introdudion  to 
logic;  wben^.about  the  middle  of  fummer^ 
the  Provincial  *  of  a  certain  order,  a  reli- 
gious and  learned  man,  came  to  the  houfe, 
and  was  entertained  in  it  fome  days.  His 
train  was  compofed,  as  is  ufual,  of  an^ 
other  Father,  his  companion  and  fecretary 
in  one,  and  a  lay-brother,  a  plump,  airy, 
briik,  handy,  crafty  knave,  who  was  of 
efpecial  fervice  in  the  miferable  inns  upon 
the  road,  and  employed  in  domeftic  offices 
in  the  convents.  He  was  a  good-humoured 
fellow,  not  at  all  byprocritical,  nor  in  any 
degree,  nor  any  point,  fcrupulous.  He 
gave  Gerund  fome  cakes  and  comfits,  which 
bad   been  prefented  to  him  by  the  Nuns 

*  The  governor  of  a  pK)vinCe  of  friars,  by  whozti  he 
i&  eleded.  His  office,  which  continues  three  years,  is 
to  vifit  every  convent  once  a  year,  to  fee  that  the  regular 
difciplinebe  kept  up,  to  fend  friars  from  one  (Convent  ta 
aaother,'  &c.  He  may  refide  afterwards  in  what  convent 
of  the  order  he  pleafes.  The  Superiors  or  Priors,  &c; 
of  convents  are  alfo  eledled,  and  remain  in  the  offict; 
three  years. 

R  a  whofe 
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vfhok  cenvcnt  they  hesA-  ktely*  viGked.  By 
this  he  madb  the  boy  very  fond-  of  him^ 
and  likewife-by  the  fti3fies^  and  jeAs  he* told 
in  the  family  whilft^  hie^  paternity  andtthe- 
fecretary  were  taking  their  fiefta^or  aAer^ 
noon's  nap,  (for  the  hy-brother  did  not  re- 
liKh  deeping  in  the  dky-timis)  ^  and'  tfecy-  fay- 
he  told  his-llories-  with'  grace.  Aftef  the 
fathcrs'had  rrfreflied  themfelves,  (tili^when 
he  waited  to  fee  if  they  had  any  commands, 
for  him)  he-  went^  to  tafce  a  walfc  widi* Ge- 
rund, who  carried  himfome  times-  to  the 
areas  on  which'  the  corn  was  rubbed^from^ 
the  ear**,  at  othe«  to  th^.  little-  chapel  by* 
the  road  fide,  and  again.ar  others  to  hi^ fa- 
ther's vineyard,  which  bordered  on  the 
copfc:  Upon  theft^occaCbns  the  boy  poured 
out  all  the  abfurdities^  which  he  had  learned 
with  the  Dominej  andi^  as  the  lay--brother 
heard  him  talk  fo  much  Latin,  to  him  the* 
ftmeas^Greeki  and 'as  at  the  fame  time  he 
faw  he  waia  lively  clever  lad,  be  thoughft 

^^Tbefe  areas  AWJcemiivfqiiarefpots  (in  difierent  fielcfi) 
w«ll  trodea  oribcaten,  and  (fomatimcs  nicely  paved,  to  * 
maketbean^haird^  oiv  wfaicbjaninAnunent  made  tif  three 
great >p)aiik^  fttiMed  mth  fmallUharp  flims,  is  drawn 
backucanisand .  fotvmtdB  over  the  com,>bruifiiig ^heear 
and  tbrufting  out  the  grains  It  is  laid  to  be  more  expe« 
ditiooB  than  tbreibtngt  or  th^iancient^vn^jof  tfcadiagut 
outwith  oxen. 

he 


J>6  y/muM  he  ^^ty  St  ;for  tteir  ^iSitK»  «iid 
sbetefere  b^gan  to  loateobize  li^. 

tietdd biib jthft  thcpe  Wflis  no  bcttfertlife 
in  the  Himrkl  than  tbit  i)f  rn  ;firitr>  for  thftt 
-the  dulleift\wflsfial#^^:(ar&0f-hisicorbmbn«» 
(aod  laftdr  afltAing  in  the^ohotry  it  was^ill 
4ioliday ;  that  he  Who  >had  « rtnodef ate  ige- 
:mus  might.go^pon  4he  Itite  of  k^Fer  €lr 
*fnafter>  or  rqpon  tfi^t  of  ipreaciber ;  and  thdt 
.though  the  line -bf.  lecturer  Was  n^^ofe  tflim- 
iQg,  lyettbattof  the  pulpit  nvasWoreea^ 
-aad  more  Iticratli/vie  j  fiiiice  rbe  knew,  ihbt 
-iiedidy  igener^  preachers^,  wh^liad  bevefr 
;in  ttbetr  livfa$:i\irhiflied'a:fef  mon  out  6£  iheir 
own  beads,  arid,  fifiotwithftanding,  werl? 
:fiicb  tpreacbors  ae  foared  out  of  ifight  and 
-had  gained  a  great<deal  of^money;;  and  th^t, 
inihortfin  hccomingjuMialeJ^brbxttiiq^^ 
4fhe«^rif//)on  ettherline,  they  Uved  like  ^veAy 
-btfhopa.  Tjikn  as  tto  life  tof  Coilegiatbs !  (A 
-they  are  called  whfen  they  areeaftered  upoh 
-their  ftudStt  aftbr  the  exf^iratton  df  fbok 
moviciate»)  neither  the  king  -nor  thb  pope 
iives  a  better,  rat  rleaft  not  more  happjn. 
They  fan  die  gauntlet,  indeed,  a  little  no4r 
tben(»  with  the  ieAarers  and  mafters  of 


*  PrMiluadoKis  femraUs^  thofe  fiYiO  'have  a  Jiccntfc 
Trom  the  General  .6f  the  order,  and  arc  of  the  firll 
Taift* 

R  3  the 
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the  fdcultk^r  if  their  gravities  are  tronble* 
fome  and  ridiculous  about  making  them 
mind  tHeir  fludies;  but  what  does  that 
^gnify  if  they  play  them  a  hundred  tricks 
and  cheat  them  finely  ?  They  never  eat 
'better  than  when  they  are  confined  to  bread 
^nd  water  for  negledting  their  lefTons  or 
lying  a«-bed;  for  then  their  companions 
fave  in  their  fleevcs  the  beft  part  of  their 
-commons  for  them,  and  they  feafl  like  ab- 
bots. Then  the  rout,  and  the  racket,  and 
the  roaring,  that  they  make  when  they  are 
by  themfclves  !  The  merry  mad  tricks  that 
they  play  with  one  another !  And  Sometimes 
fome  precious  things  have  happened.  It  is 
certain  if  they  are  caught  they  pay  for  it; 
and  there  are  flogging-bouts  laid  on  won- 
derfully clofc  ;  but  datusjunt^  pajfatus  funt. 
As  to  the  life  of  a  Novice  we  fay  little :  it 
is  well  known  that  they  muft  be  always  af- 
iifling  in  the  choir,  helping  at  MafTes,  never 
mifs  Matins,  have  much  meditation,  or 
mental  prayer,  enjoined  them,  and  much 
difcipline,  go  with  down-cafl  eyes  and  a 
head  hung  like  a  ripe  fig.  But  this  is  a 
thing  of  notliing  ;  when  their  mafter  has 
turned  his  back,  or  in  thofe  times  of  li- 
berty and  holiday  which  come  every  now 
and  then,  there  are^fuch  doings  as  are  ready 

to 


» 'J 


FRIAR    GERUND.     247 

to  bring  the  houfe  down,  playing  at  blind-- 

maa's  buff,  leap-frog,  and  fulling-mills  *, 

with  all  the  glee  in  the  world. 

.   It  cannot  be  conceived  with  what  plea« 

fure  our  Gerund  liflened  to  this  defcription 

of  the  religious  life,  given  with  more  im- 

prudejnce  than  truth,  difcovering  only  the 

defedts    of  the  imperfedt    members,   and 

concealing  the   fcverity  with  which  they 

were  reprehended  and  chaftifed,  and   the 

regularity. which  is  exaded  by  every  order, 

however  mild,  from  its  individuals;     But 

the  good  lay- brother  thought  that   if  he 

could  but  once  fet  our.  youngder  agog  for 

the  vocation,  he  fliould  do  a  good  deed, 

and  as  to  the  reft,  he  would    fee  it  fad 

enough  when   it  was  embraced.     And  in 

truth  be  fet  him  fo  effedlually  agog,  that 

he  immediately  told  his  Catechifl,  that  he 

would  be  a  Friar  of  bis  order,  though  they 

ihould  hang  him,  and  that  he  would  that 

very  evening  defire  to  have  the  habit  from 

the  hands  of  the  Provincial  Father  before 

his  parents.     The  lay-brother  gave  him  an 

*  A  noify  fport,  in  which  fomcof  the  boys  lie  upon 
their  backs  on  the  ground,  lifting  up  their  legs  alter- 
nately, wbilft  the  others  are.  to  itrike  on  their  breech, 
the  ground,  and  their  own  hands,  with  a  flioe,  or  fomc 
fiich  thing,  to  meafured  time>  under  forfeiture  of  tak- 
ing their  places.^ 

R  4  embrace 
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trith   rtd  rrbboH^,    Hihi    its  badge    tm^ 
broidered  with  gold  thread^  with  which 
his  cagent6f*  ftJt  the  vocation  became  fo 
gfeat^  that  he  would  not  have  abandoned* 
the  thbiights  Of  bch)g  a  Friar,  even  fof  the 
Irving  of  bis  own  parifli.    Moreover,  the 
hy-br6thcr  inftrin^d  hirft  in  what  man- 
ner he  wa:s  to  apply  to  the  Provincial,  and 
that   having    procured    his    confent,    he 
fhould  bbfeech  him  to  -  be  himfelf  his  ha- 
bit-father, a$  in  this  manner  he  would  fe- 
core  his  fortune,  becaufe  the  party  of  his 
Paternity  was  the  governing  one,  and  in 
ill  probability  would    be  the   governing 
6tre  for  fbthe  years,  fincc  there  was  fcarte- 
ly  a  Definer,  an  Exempt,  or  Chief  of  a 
tbnvetit  in  the  order,  who  was  not  a  fon 
6r  a  grandfon  of  his  Reverence,  that  is, 
^thbr  his  own  difciplfc.  Or  his  difbiples' 
•  i^fciple ;  and  thus  he  eafily  managed  the 
Chapters,   and  difpoied  of  every  thing  in 
them  at  his  pleafure. 

Age&  did  the  hours  till  fupper-time  ap- 
pear to  Gerund,  and  when  it  arrived,  he 
lilt  himfelf  down  to  table  with  the  Provio- 
Cikl,  the  Secretary,  and  his  father  and  mo- 
ther, as  ufual.  But  InAead  of  diverting 
jthem  with  anagrams,  verfcs,  and  Aonfen&, 

which 
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which  he  boiled  cmt  at  other  times,  that 
dvemiyg^,    aecGrding  to  the  inftm^iion  of 
(he  fiy  lay-brother,    he    (hewed  himfelf 
very  ferioufi,  ptfiCi^t,  arid  void  of  appetite. 
They  wootd  have  excited  htnii  bet  fearce 
a  word  Was  to  be  drawn  from  bim.    When 
the  cloth  was  taken  away,  the  Provincial 
and  the  Secretary  made  him  fit  between 
them,    began  to  carefs  him  much,    and 
afked  him  what  was  the  matter  with  him? 
After  fufTering   himfeif   to  be  entreated 
ibme  time,  and  the  tears,  whether  in  }eft 
or  earneft,  appearing  in  his  eyes,  he  faid, 
at  laft,  that  he  had  a  great  defire  to  be  a 
Friar  of  their  order,  and  that  he  would  lel-> 
low  them,  fo  he  would,  whitherfoever  they 
went,    though  it  ihould  be  on  foot,  till 
they  had  given  him  the  habit.     On  heart- 
ing this,  the  good  creature  of  a  Catania, 
turning  to  her  hufband,  her  hands  elafped, 
or  eroded  upon  her  breaft^    faid  to  him 
with  an  the  goodnefs  in  the  world,  *•  Did 
not  I  tell  thee,  my  Tony,  that  in  the  end 
the  boy  would  be  a  Fiiar  ?  Doft  thou  not 
fee  how  the  porphccy  of  the  blefTed  lay- 
brother  is    fulfilling,    who  pernofticated 
that  this  child  would  one  day  be  a  great 
preaober  V"  And  turning  to  Gerund^  *'  Go» 
bldlcd   of  God,   with  the  bcndidion  of 
6  his 
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his  Divine  Majefty  and  with  mine;  for 
though  a  chapelry  would  have  come  to 
thee  by  inheritance^  and  thy  godfather  the 
licentiate  Quixano  would  refign  to  thee  the 
finecure  of  Upper  Berrocal,  I  would  rather 
fee  thee  in  a  pulpit  convarting  of  fouls^ 
than  fee  thee  beconie  the  arch-pefl:  of  all 
the  country  *.'*  Anthony  Zote$,  who 
was  as  good  as  good  bread,  anfwered  only, 
•*  As  for  my  part,  fo  as  he  be  but  a  good 
Fliar,  let  him  do  what  he  will  i  for  pa<- 
rents  ihould  not  thwart  the  inclinations  of 
their  children." 

The  Provincial,  feeing  the  little  there 
was  left  to  be  done  on  the  fide  of  the  fa* 
ther  and  mother,  and  knowing  that  the 
boy  had  in  reality  parts  and  quicknefs, 
and  that  the  abfurdities  he  had  picked  up^ 
were  the  effeds  of  his  bad  education^ 
which  there  was  reafon  to  hope  he  might 
be  fenfible  of,  and  redtify  in  time,  with 
proper  in(lru<flion,  immediately  promifed 
that  he  would  receive  him,  and  that  he 
himfelf  would  give  him  the  habit,  and  aU 
ways  be  his  father  and  godfather.  But  as 
he  was  a  learned  and  religious  man,  and  as 

♦  That  IS,  that  flic  would  rather  fee  him  a  regular 
Prieft,  than  a  fecular  one,  as  in  the  former,  aceording 
to  the  ideas  of  the  vulgar,  there  is  much  more  merit. 

it 
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it  was  a  ferious  affair^  he  feared  left  it 
fnight  be  fomc  light  fancy  in  the  boy,  or, 
however,  left  he  might  embrace  that  ftatc 
Jieedlefsly,  and  without  d  right  comprehen- 
iion  of  what  he  embraced  ;  and,  therefore, 
that  he  might  at  once  comply  with  his 
tronfcience,  his  duty,  and  his  great  under- 
ftanding,  he  fpoke  to  him  in  the  following 
inanner  : 

*«  Know 'ft  thou,  my  Ton,  what  the  re- 
*^  ligious  ftatc  is  ?  It  is  a  crdfs  to  whicli 
t*^  the  foul  is  nailed  by  the  three  religious 
^*  VOWS'*  from  the  moment  it  makes  them, 
*'  and  from  which  it  is  releafed  only  with 
*^  the  laft  breith.  It  is  a  continual  mar- 
*•  tyrdom,  which  commences  with  its 
^'  being  embraced,  and  finifties  indeed 
5«  when  it  is  left;  but,  obferve,  that  it 
*'  can  be  left  only  by  lofs  of  life,  or  lols 
*'  of  hopotir,  and  at  the  fame  time  with 
*'  that  the  lofs  of  thy  eternal  foul.  It  is 
**  a  ftate  all  of  humility,  all  of  mortifica- 
"  tion,  all  of  obedience.  He  who  defpifes 
*^  not  himfelf,  is  the  moft  defpifed  of  all  j 
'^  no  one  is  more  mortified,  than  he  who 
f^  leaft  mortifies,  with  the  difcomfort  of 
;*  fufFering  more  and  deferving  lefs.     He 

*  Poverty,  cbaftity,  and  obedience. 

.     -  V  who 
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^  who  is  not  willjfjgly  obedientj,  is  ooit- 
''  ftrained  Co  be  -the  cffioft  fimic^aUe  ^ 
*'  flaves.  Sce^  .thou  thefe  hoary  4ackB 
*'  which  whiten  my  head?  (at  faying 'thii^ 
''  he  took  off  his  icuU-cap)  Know,  ^tbei^ 
^*  that  thefe  twenty  years,  hssvc  they  co* 
vered,  l^ve  they  disfigured  oie^  and^be^ 
lied  my  agCy  for  I  have  npt  ^et  attuin<rd 
^'  to  my  fiftieth  year;  and  by  i>otbiqg 
is  this  ufual}y»Iate-£altifig  fnow  upon 
thefe  natural  plants  fo  muoh  haftened^ 
.as  b^  troubles  and  anxieties,  of  mind$ 
and  icar<;edy  are  there  afty  of  u^  ihoH 
mayeft  obferve»  but  who  are  grey  /I^oa 
account  of  our  profeffion,  many  yesm 
^^  fooner  dian  we  &ouId  be  upon  accQunC 
of  age. .  Certainly  tbi«  violence  whioh 
^  is  done  to  nature,  ctnsx>t  oriiinarily 
^  arife  from  any  other  caufe  thsin  the  vio*- 
^  lence,  voluntary  or  involuurtary,  v^hick 
**  is  done  to  natural  inc'Hnatieh. 

^  As  thou  hait  never  beeu  conveisfajit 
^'  with  any  other  of  the  R^gious  than 
'*  thofe  which  the  charity  of  our  brethren, 
**  thy  good  parents,  hath  with  true  Cbrif«- 
^'  tian  piety  entertained,  I  fear  left  ibme 
'*  imprudent  perfon  (for  we  canMt  deny 
f^  that  there  are  fuch  ih  all  parts)  may 
f*  have  delineated  our  ihxe  to  thoe  Kiee 

"  that 
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«<.  djyst'  pa»dtet>  who^to 'conceal  the  defor"- 
^^- mity: of  Pbilip^.  tfaofntfacrof  Akacander, 
«'  to  vrhfim  one  eyee  wasi  wanttDg,  dtew' 
*'  bsfi  piftucfi'  in  psofih,  leprelbnting  onijr 
'<  the  fair.  Ade^  and.  hiding-  tfae^  dbfeAiver 
'^  iiv  the  oaofais^     It  is    tniey    my  foti, 
'^  thera  art  in   the;  religtou&>  fhlecectiiin' 
'^  garanre  moi^    juftly  rewarded  for  their 
'^  merits  wkb  priirileges  and  exemptions  ; 
^**  fant  dwre:  are  not^^  nor  can  there  be^ 
'^  piiviiegfrsLagiinflr  obedience  andobfcrv* 
*'  anoe,  norivore  there  ever  yet  dlfcovered 
*'  ioi  the  wocid;.  exemptions  from  anxiety^ 
**  and  t^ubie.     Of  w'har^ml  is  it,  thar 
''^  the.  ceils*  of  the&  gra?e  fathers  fhould 
«<f  aboiuML  wttfaiall  their  datura!  want^  re- 
^*-  quare^  if,  by  default  of  a  proper  govern- 
'^  ment^ofr their  paffions,  there  is  wanting 
'f  ta  tfaem^  what  they  have  more  need  of 
'V  in  their  hearts?   Neither  will  I  deny, 
'f  that.in  themofl:  rigoroos-  profeffion  nday 
**  be  found  fomc  inobfcrvant,  and  even, 
'•  fonaetinnes^  fcandalous  members.     But,. 
'^  in  like,  manner,  there  were  in  Heaven- 
apoftate  aiigels,  in  paradife  difobedient 
men».   and   in   the   apoftolic   college   ai. 
traicor^  a.  prefuntptuous^  an  inconftant^^ 
*^  an  iitcredttlous.man,  and;many  cowards: 
"  yet  doth  not  Heaven  ceafe  to  be  Hea-, 

*'  ve;xr 
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**  vcn,  paradife  paradifc,  nor  the  apoffo- * 
*".  lie  college  to  be  the  moft  holy  comma-  ' 
•*  nity  that  ever  was  or  will  be  in  the 
*^  world.  A  ftatc  is  not  called  pcrfcd,  ' 
''  bccaufe  there  are  not  in  it  fbme  defec- 
**  tivc  members^  but  becaufe  thofe  who 
^'  are  fo,  are  endeavoured  to  be  reclaimed^ 
*^  and  thofe  who  are  not  to  be  reclaimed 
**  are  not  tolerated ;  for  they  are  either 
**  cut  off  as  rotten  members  that  they  may 
*^  not  infedt  the  found,  or  are  conjured  like 
^*  tempcfts  *,  that  they  may  difchargc 
**  whcrc^  they  may  not  dcftroy  :  I  mean,  * 
•'  that  confined  within  the  walls  of  their 
convent  for  life,  either  punifliment 
brings  them  to  themfelves,  and  then 
•*  they  arc  truly  happy,  or,  if  they 
**  complete  their  wretchednefs  by  dc- 
*'  fpair,  they  prejudice  themfclves  alone, 
**  and  only  pafs  from  one  bell  to  another^ 
^\  from    the     temporal    to    the    eternal* 

*  The  bells  are  rung  ufually  againft  an  approaching 
ftbrm.  "  The  bells  arc  blefled,  that  the  found  of  them 
way  incite  the  faithful  to  their  heavenly  reward,  and 
that  the  devotion  of  faith  may  increafe  in  them ; — they 
are  rung  that  the  enemies*  armies  may  run  away— that 
the  found  of  hail|  the  whirlwinds,  the  r)iins,  the  ru(h- 
ing  of  the  ftormsi  may  be  moderated— that  the  winds, 
thunders,  and  lightnings  may  be  fufpcnded— ^thc 
ftorming  (pirits  of  hell  confined,"  &c.    Bluteau* 

Therc- 
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Therefore,  my  fon,  if  thou  thinkefl:  of 
embracing  the  religious  ftate,  thou  art 
".  to  know,  that  if  thou  (halt  be  good, 
**  thou  wilt  live  and  die  upon  a  perpetual 
^'  crofs ;  if  thou  (halt  be  bad>  thou  wik 
**  be  ftill  more  tormented,  and  that  on  ei^ 
ther  (ide  a  martyrdom,  to  be  (iniihed 
only  with  thy  life,  awaits  thee.  I  have 
fulfilled  my  duty ;  thou  wilt  now  re- 
folve  according  to  thy  judgment ;  with 
*^  the  affbrance,  that  if,  notwithftanding 
•*  the  clearnefs  with  which  I  fpeak  to 
**  thee,  thou  (halt  be  determined  to  take 
*'  this  crofs  upon  thee,  I,  as  thy  father 
*^  and  thy  godfather,  for  which  I  imme- 
*'  diately  appoint  myfelf,  will  do  every 
**  thing  in  my  power,  though  I  cannot 
**  take  it  from  thy  (houldcrs,  to  make  it 
**  as  light  and  eafy  as  it  can  be  confiftent*- 
**  \y  with  {he  obfervances  of  religion." 

Anthony 'Zotes  and  the  good  Catania 
were  very  attentive  to  the  difcreet  harangue 
of  the  prudent  and  pious  Provincial,  and 
were  indeed  rather  tenderly  afFedted  by  ic, 
infomuch  that  the  latter  found  it  ntccff^ry 
to  wipe  her  eyes  and  her  nofe ;  this  with 
the  corner  of  her  apron,  and  thofe  with  the 
lappets  of  her  hood.  But  Gerund  heard 
it  with'  the  greatefl  ferenity  imaginable,  and 

without 
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Vflthout  my  attention  at  all,  thinking  pnlyr 

liow  be  w.8^  jtp  play  at  leap-frog,  whcii  he 

jlSbould  be  a  ^ovicef  to  cheat  the  butler, 

and  fikh  at  jeaA  two  allowances  a^week, 

jand  figuring  hiqifelf  in  his  ioi^inatioQ  ,the 

greaiteflt  preibcher  of  all  that  regidd  i  as  he 

afterwards  confeiied  thai  whUfi:  the  PxoviQr 

cial  was  .hQldiQg  forth,  he  Wjas  framing  is 

hk  niad  a  difciplinant-eKhortation  againA 

the  ^ime  when  be  &ottld  be  ap^inted  to 

j^reach  at  Cwipazas  in  the  Holy  WeeL 

j^nother  caufe  of  bis  inattention  procee^fed 

irom  the  rogue  of  a  lay-brother,  who, 

ftanddng  hehind  the  Provincial,  but  in  fuU 

view  of  Ger«^,   kept  winking  his  ^os^ 

and  nodding  his  head  at  whatever  the  holy 

fatherJaid a ftrefsonj  as  much  as tofay,  thac 

it  was  nothing  but  cant,  and  not  worth. hin 

notice.     With  which,  as  fpon  as  the  Pro«» 

vincial  rhad  concluded,  the  boy  reoiainod 

/reibLate  in  his  defire  of  being  a  friar^  and 

riaid,    that  if  others  had  pailed   through 

fthofe  things,  be  al/b  would  pafs  through 

,them,  withmit  igiving  any  other  reafoi^ 

/mall  or  gneat.    As  they  all  faw  him  fp 

ireifi^lvvd,  it  was  determined  that  what  was 

.iboiight  of  .being  done  at  feme  future  tim^ 

ifliould  be,  done  ioMnediately ,  for  ^as  he  wais 

iflow; fifteen  .years  iAd  he  was  of  the  beft 

age 
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kge  to  enter  the  profedion :  and  thus  with* 
in  t^d  ddy$  the  Provincial  and  his  fol- 
lowers,  accbmpihicd  by  Gerund,  his  fa- 
ther, mother,  and  the  licentiate  Quixano, 
his  gddfathei-,  who  would  be  at  tfie  ex« 
pence  of  his  entraricei  went  to  a  convent 
of  the  order  not  far  from  Canjpa^as^  where 
the  Provincial  xnveffed  hi'm  with  the  habit 
hy  bis  own  bands  in  gre^t  folemnity^  and 
left  htm  ftronglyrecohimended  both  to  the 
Prior  of  the  convent,  and  the  Mafter  of 
the  Novices,  as  his  own  particular  and  be^ 
loved  charge. 


Vol.  I.  S  THE 
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CHAP.      L 

His  Noviciate  cmcluded^  be  begins  JluJ^ing 

arts. 

NOW  have  wc  our  Friar  Gerund 
fairly  in  the  field,  like  a  bull  in 
the  lifts,  a  novice  good  and  true  as 
the  beft  of  them,  without  fuffering  him- 
felf  to  be  outdone  either  in  the  pundtual 
performance  of  the  exercifes  of  the  commu- 
nity, as  he  was  very  attentive  to-  his  duty, 
or  in  the  tricks  which  the  lay-brother  had 
defcxibed  to  him,  when  he  could  execute 
tbein  undeteded,  for  he  was  clever,  cun- 

niAgf'^Md'Of  wonderful  dexterity  of  hand 

and 
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and  lightni^s  of  foot.    Yet»  ^s  be  loft  no 

QpportQQity:  of  whipping  a  loaf  or  a  cpgnk* 

mons  into  his  flefivc,  and  tjcan^fuiied  the 

contents  of  jbl  Jefusy  or  wine-cup^  jn,tp  bis, 

Aomach  in  a  trijce^  whcmever  he  helped  the 

butler  to  put  in  order  the,refe^ory»  or,  hgU 

of  refre(hment»  where  the  community  took 

their  meals,  it  came  to  be  Tufpeded  that 

he  was  not  altogether  fo  innocent  as  he 

looked,  and:  .both  the  buUcr  and  the  clerk 

laid  a  compkint  before  the  mafter  q{  the 

novices,  that  when  Friar  Gerund  affifled 

in    the  refedory  or    at  mafs,   the  win? 

unaccountably     vaniihed,     and    that    in 

turning  their. beads  they  found  eippty  one 

or  two  Jefufes  which.they  fwore  by  God 

and  the  holy  crofs.  they  particularly  repigm.- 

bered  to  have  filled  ;  and  that  thQUgh  t^qy 

had  never  caught  him  in  the  fa(^,  yet  that 

the  thread  l,eads  to  the  ball,  as  we  f^y,  th^t 

they  could  gucfs  by  a  little  what  a  great ileal 

meant;  and  that,  before  God  and. in  ^heir 

confciences,  they  ,  believed  it  could  be  no 

other  QwL*  which  fucked  the  oil  of  thefc 

lamps. 

*  There  is  a  kind  of  owl  in  Spain  andPortu^  wbich 
18  very  fond  of  oil,  jmd  will  fuck  dry  any  lamp  it  can 
get  at.  • 

S  z  The 
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The  mailer  of  the  novices  was  *  good 
fouU  devout  and  pious  to  the  hil  degree, 
and  equally  candid  and  fimple.     If  he  faw 
fl  novice  go  with  downcaft  eyes,  with  his 
hood  pulled  over  his  head>  his  hands  un- 
der his  fcapulary,  of  a  fneaicing  gait  and 
creeping  always  under  the  wall,  pundual 
ip  all  the  ads  of  the  community,  filcnt,  de- 
vout, and  even  in  his- recreations  fpeakingal- 
waysof  God  and  Chrift-*— but  what  if  he  was 
naturally  modefl  and  ingenuous?  If  he  afked 
his  leave  tainf]i<St  upon  hirofelf  extraordi- 
nary penances   and  mortifications,  though 
he  never  did  them  ?  If  he  was  for  ever  run- 
ning to  him  to  communicate  his  fpiritual 
concerns,  and  give  him  account  of  his  feel- 
ings and  experiences  in  the  mental  prayer 
or  meditation  that  was  enjoined  him,  ef- 
pecially  if  there  was  any    thing   which 
fmdt  of  imaginary  vi(ion  ?  if,  above  all, 
he  came  with  a  tone  of  charity,  fcrupuloaf- 
nefs,  and  zeal,  to  tell  him  of  the  faults  he 
had  remarked,  which  perhaps  his  malice 
only  had  the  ingenuity  to  difcover,  in  his 
companions — *Twas  enough,  'twas  .abun- 
dant; the   good   mailer  could  require  no 
more ;  he  would  believe  no  ill  of  fuch   ^ 
novice,  tHoDgh' declared  to  him  by  the  bare- 
footed 
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footed  friars  themfclvcs  *.;  and  if  any  one 
accufed  him  of  any  little  trefpafs,  he  would 
place  it  to  the  account  of  envy  or  emulation^ 
faying,  with  almoft  tears  in  his  eyes,  that . 
virtue,  divi/ie  virtue,  was  per&cuted  in  the 
very  cloifters.  The  rogues  of  novices,  though 
for  the  moft  part  but  mere  boys,  were 
cunning  enough  to  fee  this  weaknefs  or 
goodnefs  of  their  mafter,  and  of  courfe  the 
pioft  artful  cheated  him  into  the  belief  of 
their  being  the  greatefl  faints.  Our  Gerund 
was  not  behind-hand  with  the  flyeft  fox  of 
them  all,  but  rather  exceeded  them  in  play- 
ing his  part  in  this  farce ;  and  it  was  known 
that  he  was  the  mafter's  favourite,  efpe* 
eially  as,  beGdes  his  good  appearance,  dif- 
fimulation,  and  zffe&cd  fandtity  and  com«- 
pofednefs,  he  was  adopted  and  (b  ftrongly 
recommended  by  the  provincial  father;  for 
though  our  mafter  of  the  novices  was  a 
fpiritual  and  myftic  man,  neverthelefs,  to 
the  greatef  glory  of  God,  and  the  greater 
good  of  religion,  he  paid  his  court  very  de- 
voutly to  the  ruling  powers  ppon  e^rth, 

*  A  common  exprefEon  to  etag^erate  the  incredibi- 
lity of  a  thing — that  it  is  not  to  be  believed,  though  it 
fliould  be  aflerted  by  men  of  fuch  approved  truth  and 
virtue  as  the  friars  of  the  fevereft  orders^  who  go  bare- 
footed, 

5  3  and 
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and  would  not  have  difgdfted  a  g^aye  father 
for  all  the  world. 

With  this  difpofition  of  the  mailer 
it  may  well  be  fuppofed  how  Ht  the  ac* 
cufations  of  the  clerk  and  the  builer  were 
received.  The  blefTed  mzn  told  them 
that  little  truly  did  they  know  of  bro- 
ther Gerund^  and  that  he  could  not  con- 
ceive with  what  confcience  they  could  form 
fuch  rafh  judgments,  and  raife  fuch  falfe 
tfeftimdnies  againft  the  angelic  youth ;  that 
if  they  did  but  know  his  real  chara<9er^  they 
would  think  themfelves  happy  in  being  per- 
mitted to  kifs  the  ground  he  trod  on  ;  and 
that,  if  it  was  true  that  their  wine  was 
miiBng,  without  doubt  it  muft  have  been 
the  devil  who  perfonated  him,  and  drank  it 
in  order  todifcredit  him  i  concluding  with 
telling  them,  thai  if  the  order  had  in  it  half 
a  dozen  Friar  Gerunds,  this  half  dozen  of 
faints  would  in  time  become  additional  ob- 
jeds  of  adoration  on  the  altars. 

Now  it  happened  that  whilft  the  good 
Qiafter  was  giving  this  lediure  to  the  accuf- 
ing  brethren,  the  angelic  youth  paffed  (it  is 
not  known  whether  by  accident  or  from 
any  notice  he  had)  by  the  buttery-door 
which  was  ftartdihg  open,  and  feeing  i 
^)afkct  of  eggs,  which  lay  lovely  white  and 
fuing  to  be  touched,  he  clapped  half  a  do- 

ZZVL 
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zen  of  them  into  the  bofom  of  his  czSbckp 
and  with  the  greateft  modefty  ia  the  world, 
purfued  his  way  towards  the  novice-apart- 
mentSt  and  went  diredly  to  the  mafler's  cell, 
to  give  him  an  account  of  what  he  had  ex- 
perienced in  the  meditation  of  the  day* 
He  entered^  as  ufuaK  with  his  eyes  nailed 
Upon  the  floor^  his  hood  drawn  a  hand'a 
breath  over  his  forehead^  his  hands  in  hia. 
ileeves  under  the  fcapulary,  and  conjuring, 
up  akindof  fmiling  blu(h,  (befriended  ex- 
cellently by  the  petty  theft  he  had  j uncom- 
mitted) which  might  feem  to  be  the  efFeft 
of  his  fpiritual  experiences.    As  foon  as  the 
mafter  faw  him  he  renewed  his  wonted  ca- 
reffes^  and  made  him  lit  down  clofe  by  him; . 
then  began  the  account  of  his  meditation^ 
and  then  began  the  lies  of  his  viiions  and 
communications,  bringing  together  as  ma« 
ny  as  he  could  invent,  but  all  fo  well  con* 
certed  and  with  fo  much  grace  and  compo- 
fure,  that  the  mailer,  good  eafy  man,  not 
able  to  contain  himfelf,  rofe  from  his  feat». 
and  more  and  more  to  encourage  this  no- 
vice, favoured  of  heaven  as  well  as  him, 
gave  him  a  moft  ftrift  embrace.    In  an  evil 
bour  did  he  give  it;  for  as  he  fqueezed  him 
£0  tightly  in  the  Lord,  he  broke  all  the  eggs 
which  the  angelic  youth  had  depQdted  in 

S  4  his 
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bis  bofom,  from  whence  a  broad  unbroken 
ftrcam  of  yolks  and  white  laced  his  garment 
fo  the  hem.  The  m after,  aftonifhed  aiid 
confufed,  cried,  •*  How  now.  Friar  Gc- 
fund,  what  is  this  ?'*  The  devout  young 
man,    who  had   much    ferenity,    and  an 

•  •  • 

imagination  ready  as  a  woman's  to  bring  himr 
itlf  ofFwith  flying  colours  on  a  fuddcn  pinch, 
anfwered  without  the  leaft  emotion,  *•  Fa- 
ther, I  will  tell  your  Reverence.    As  it  is 
now  two  months  fince  your  Reverence  per-» 
mitted  me  to  take  difcipline  on  my  fhoul- 
ders,  not  being  any  longer  able  tp  take  it 
on  another  part,  wounds  have  enfued,   for 
which  I  had  procured  thefe  eggs  to  make  a 
drefling,  and  I  dared  not  tell  your  Reve- 
rence of  it,  left  your  Reverence  (hould  de-r 
privc  me  of  the  comfort  of  this  flight  mor- 
tification."   The  gudgeon  of  a  mafter  fwal- 
lowed   the   hook^    and,    admiring  at  the 
ftupendous    penances   of  his  novice,  em- 
braced him  again,  but  lefs  clofely  than  be- 
fore, that  he  might  not  grieve  the  wounds 
upon  his  ftioulders,  or  daub  himfelf  with 
their  intended   drefilng ;    and  cpntenting 
himfelf  with  mildly  admoni(hing  him  that 
V  mercy  is  better  than  facrific*/'  he  dif- 
miiTed  him  with  an  order  to  go  and  change 
his  habit. 

Wi* 
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With  Aich  contrivances  did  our  Gerund 
pafs  his  noviciate,  and  make  his  profeflioa 
Moffenfo  pede^  without  a  difientient  voice  ; 
and  as  his  habit^father  was  ftill  in  the  pro- 
yincialfliip,  he  fent  him  at  once  to  iludy 
aiCts  ip  one  pf  the  mofl  refpedable  convents 
of  the  province,  overleaping  the  ufual  form 
9f  his  being  £r(l  a  choireiler  for  two  .or 
three  years,  vj^hich  others,  not  fo  power- 
fully befriended^  are  pbliged  (p  paft 
through. 

The  le^urer  or  tutor  fit  this  convent 
was  a  young  man,  fcarcely  thirty,  of  a 
middling  genius,  fufficient  compreheniion^ 
and  happy  memory,  an  hard  ftudent,  a 
furious  Ariflotelia;!,  (from  never  having  read 
any  other  philofophy,  and  therefore  never 
buffering  any  other  to  be  mentioned,)  and 
fin  eternal  difputer  ;  to  which  laft  quality 
aflifted  a  great  volubility  of  fpeech,  a  clear 
and  ftrong  voice,  an  admirable  confiilency 
of  breaft,  apd  a  marvellous  ftrength  of 
lungs;  in  fine,  a  fchplaftic  fb eflentially  made 
up  of  profeflional  phrafes  that  he  neither 
ufed,  nor  knew,  any  others  to  exprefs  him- 
felf  with  on  the  moft  trivial  occafiqns.  If 
he  were  alked  bow  hf  did,  he  would  anr 
fwer,  materiality  vr^f  formaliter,  jubdif^ 
fmguOf  redupUcath^  ut  homo,  nothing  ails 

me, 
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mc»  reduplicative  ut  reHgio/usp  I  am  not 
without  my  troublos*  His  mother  com- 
plained once  that  he  (aid  nothing  in  his 
lettera  o£  his  ftate  of  healthy  to  which 
he  replied^ 

'^  My  good  mother  and  lady^ 

**  It  IS  certain  I  did  not  tell  you  Jignati 
•*  that  I  was  well,  but  exercit^,  I  faid  it. 
'^  r  muft  now  inform  you,  that  I  am  ex* 
"  plaining  to  my  difciples,  the  tranfcen^ 
•^  dency^  or  intranjcendency  of  the  being ; 
**  r  affirm  the  anaJagy^  and  dfcny  the  tran^ 
^  fcindency.  Be  fb  good  as  to  tell  my 
"  fifter  Rofc,  that  I  rejoice  fhe  is  wcll^ 
<*  both  tit  quo  and  ytt  juod;  and  that  as  to 
<*■  the  under-ftockings  fhe  was  fo  kind  aa 
«*  to  make  for  me,  the  materia  ex  qua  ap- 
^  peared  rather  coarfc,  but  the  artificial 
*'  form  has  all  its  conftitutives.  With  re- 
**  gard  to  the  four  pounds  of  chocolate  you 
*^  were  pleafed  to  fend  me,  I  muft  fay  in 
**  rei  ^eritate^  that  the  intrinjic  qualities 
*'  are  good,  I)ut  that  the  accidental  have 
•'  ruined  ft,  by  its  having  been  too  long 
^^  a<!lcd  upon  by  the  comJ)ufiive  virtue  of 
y  igneous  nature^    I  'kifs  your  hands,,  and 

"am 
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^^  am  inadaqusfth  &  pariiaiker  jomv  fon, 
^*  but  totoHur  &'  adaqaaihy 

Your  affeftionalc  humfble  fetvant, 

Fr.  ToRlBIO, 

Ledturtfr  of  Arts." 

Hence  we  may  collcft  the  charadfer  of 
the  father  leduref,  Firiaf  Torrbio,  who  in 
argument  beat  every  one  out  of  the  pit, 
for  with  his  lojid  voice,  ready  tongue,  and 
abundance  of  terms,  there  was  no  one  wha 
could  refift  him;  and,  therefore,  be  was 
called  The  Scourge  of  the  Schools.  His- 
head  was  iftuffcd  with  appeUaifons^  ampUa-- 
tionst  atienationst  equipolknces^  reduSiions, 
and  all  the  moft  idle  and  ridrcalousr  part 
of  what  is  taught  in  the  Sumulas,  fcrvrng 
only  to  wafte  tinie  in  learning  a  thoufand 
ufelefs  things. 

With  the  fame  exquifite  tafte  and  good 
choice,  he  gave  his  inftrudtions  in  logic. 
Though  he  knew  very  well,  that  this  wa* 
no  other  than  an  art  to  help  natural  reafon 
to  difcover  the  effence  of  things,  yet  the 
devil  a  thing  did  he  teach  his  fcholars  con- 
ducive to  this  end,  but  of  the  hine  months 
allotted  for  the  courfe,  fpent  feven  in  filling 
their  poOr  heads  ^ith  confufed  ideas;  im- 
pertinent reprefentations,  and  imaginary 
*  figures : 
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figures  :  in  making  them  enquire  if  it  con>' 
fifled  in  a  fole  habit,  quality,  or  fcientific 
facility,  or  in  a  complex  of  many  ^orre- 
fponding  to  the  variety  of  the  logical  ads  ? 
Whether  it  is  a  praftical  or  fpeculative 
fcience  ?  If  inftruftion  in  the  rules  is  to  be 
diftinguifhed  fjrom  the  ufe  of  theni  ?  If  its 
objedl  be  a  mere  ens  ratioms,  a  thing  en-^ 
tirelyf^eignedby  the  underftanding;  or  a  true 
and  re^l  beings  though  purely  intelledlual  ? 
If  artificial  logic  be  fo  pccefTary  to  other 
fciences  that  none  can  be  attained,  well  or 
ill,  without  i(  ?  And  thus  of  other  proe- 
mial  queftionsi  which  popld  ferve  uq  other 
purpofe  than  to  puzzle  the  l^oys'  heads  ii^ 
the  moft  ufelejl^  manner  in  the  world. 

Now  this  is,  by  way  of  comparjfpn,  as 
if  a  ihoe-maker  fhould  ipend  »  month  in 
teaching  his  apprentice,  who  was  4eiirous 
of  learning  his  (rade,  whether  the  foot- 
furni(hing  faculty  were  an  art  or  a  fciencei 
^nd,  if  an  art,  whether  it  were  mechanical 
or  Uberal  j  another  month  in  in(lru£ting 
him,  if  it  was  the  fap:)^  thing  to  know  how 
to  cut  as  to  few>  Pr  if,  for  each  of  theie 
operations,  there  were  need  of  an  habit  or 
fcientific  in(lru£tion  which  might  diref): 
them.  '^  Sir,  I  want  to  learn  to  make 
ihoes/'  •'  Peace,  fimplctop  !  How  Ihould'ft 
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thou  .learo  .  to  make  ther9>'  unlefs  thoil 
Jcnow  if  the  objeA  of  the  art  be  the  real 
ihoe  which  is  drawn  on  the.  fi;)ot»  or  that 
which  is  reprefented  in  the  imagination  as 
the  idea  of  what  is  afterwards  to  be 
made  ?"  **  Sir,  I  want  not  to  make  ima- 
ginary {hoes,  but  fuch  as  are  feen,  felf^ 
and  worn.'*  **  ThOu  art  a  blockhead ! 
Can'd  thou  ever  be  able  to  make  them^ 
without  knowing  whether  the  rules  which 
are  given  for  the  operation  are,  or  are  not, 
difTcrent.  from  the  ufe  and  pradlice  of 
them  ?"  *\  Sir,  what  is  it  to  me  whether 
they  are,or  arc  not  ?  Do  but  give  me  thefc 
rules ;  for  it  is  now  four  months  I  have 
been  in  your  houfe,  without  learning  fo 
much  as  one  of  them."  "  Well,  idiot ; 
and  how  (hould  I  give  them  to  thee,  or 
how  (hould'A  thou  learn  them,  till 
thou  art  fully  in(lru£ted  that  the  art  is  part* 
ly  pradtical,  and  partly  fpeculative  ?  Prac- 
tical, bccaufe  its  end  is  to  make  welU 
ihaped  and  durable  ihoes ;  fpeculative,  be^^ 
caufe  it  is  neceffary  that  the  rules  given  for 
it  mud  firft  diredt  reafon,  which  is  after- 
wards to  diredl  the  hands/'  "  By  my 
faith.  Sir,  you  are  enough  to  provoke  a 
faint;  what  does  it  fignify,  in  order  to  my 
learning    thefe  rules,  whether  the  art  be 
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PlatkaU  or  Pcculativc^  or  the  Punk  tha< 
pupped  -mc  ?'* 

A  pleafiint  thing  vrhich  happened  with 
our  mod  fchdlaftic  father  ledurer  cnuft 
fiot  be  omitted.  A  certain  father  mafter 
of  the  fame  order,  a  man  of  great  erudi- 
tion, and  eq^Uy  (killed  in  folid  and  prna« 
mental  literature,  feeing  Ffiar  Toribio  (b 
feholafticated  ^^ith^thefe  Vain  fopbiftries, 
and  not  able  to  beat  reafon  into  that  thick 
icall  of  his,  faid  to  him  one  day  in  a  ban* 
ter,  •^  Then,  according  to  you.  Father 
Ledurer,  there  could  not  be  in  the  world 
a  -more  important  queftion,  than  that 
which -was  defended  in  Germany,  Utrum 
chimard  bomlilians  in  *  vacuo  poffit  comedere 
fecUndas  intentionesf*  With  wonder  and 
amaze  was  our  mod  metaphyfical  Friar 
Uruck  at  •  hearing  it;  and  though  there 
was  not,  as  he  thought,  any  fyftem,  of 
Thomift,  Scotift,  Suarift,  Okamift,  No- 
minalift,  or  Baconift,  but  what  he  had 
turned  over,  he  did  not  remember  ever  to 
have  re^d  that  queftion  /«  terminis.  He 
defired  the  father  mafter  to  repeat  it ;  and 
remained  fufpcnded  for  fome  time,  revolv- 
ing the  terms  in  his  mind  thoroughly  to 
tinderftand  them,  and  after  muttering  to 
himfelf  two  or  three  times,  Utrum  cbimara 
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bombilians  in  vacuo  pojjit  comedere  fecundas 
intentiones  ?  Utrum  cbimara^  &c»  he  gave 
a  vehement -ftamp*  upon  the  ground,  and 
burft  out  with,  ".  By  the  holy  habit  which 
I  wear,  I  had  rather  have' been  the  author 
of  this  queilion,  than  immediately  be  made 
a  Prefentado  *,  and  may  I  be  confounded 
in  the. next. hall-exercifes  "fy  if  I  <io upt 
maintain  the..aifirmative  in  a  public  a6t!'' 
The  rogue  of  a  mafter  heartily  enjoyed  the 
extravagance  of  the  fanatic  Je<9urer,  and 
to  complete  the  joke  he  was  -maki/ig  of 
rhim,  faid,  "  You  will  do  well.  Father 
Lecturer,  you  will  do  well;  and  may  you 
die  with  the  comfort  of  being  intitledto 
the  epitaph  made  for  one  of  like  tafte  and 
;geav2S  to  your:  paternity  ! 

HicjiMt  Magifier  mfltr 
^ui  di^utavit  bis  out  irr 
*Ih  Barbara-i^.  dlannty 
ha  ut  omnes  ^imirarmtj 

In  Fapifmo  ^  Trifefomorum^^ 
Oratt  pro  anlmis  eorum. 

*  A  Fxiar.is  fometimes  admitted  to  a  degree  In  divi- 
nity  in  the  univerfitiqs,  and  it  is  a  great  honour ;  being 
neter  done  but  upon  ilieir  being  pnftnUd  by  their  order 
aa<qoaIified  for  or  deferving  fuch.  degree.  Afterwards 
they  are  called  Maeftro  prefentado — prefented  mailer. 

T  In  the  original  SabaHnas^  the  Saturday  difputatibns, 
at  home,  only  in  the  common  courfe  of  inftru^ion ;  in 
contradiftin^lion  to  a  public  exer^ife  before  the  commu- 
*  nity. 

6  CHAP. 
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Friar  Gerund  continues  Jiudytng  fhilofophj 
v)itbout  under fianding  a  word  of  it. 

THE  truth-^— i-^and  nothing  bat  the 
truth  will  I  fay  (for  what  benefit 
would  it  be  to  the  curious  reader,  that  I 
ihould  datan  tny  poor  foul  ?)  The  truth 
isj  that  the  more  ftrenuoufly  the  incompa- 
rable Friar  Toribio  endeavoured  to  incul- 
cate the(e  ufelefs  fubtleties  to  his  difciples» 
the  lefs  did  our  Friar  Gerund  Uhderfland 
of  them  I  not  that  fuflicient  capacity  and 
quickhefs  was  wanting  in  him»  but,  as 
his  genius  and  inclination  drew  him  fo 
(Irongly  towards  the  pulpit^  which  appear- 
ed to  him  the  mofl:  pleaiing  and  lucrative 
path,  as  well  as  moft  likely  to  gain  him 
fame,  fcholaflic  matters  were  irkfome  to 
him,  and  he  could  not  for  his  life  apply 
to  the  fludy  of  them.  Upon  this  account 
it  was  pleafant  to  hear  the  cohfufed  and  ri^ 
diculous  ideas  he  conceived  of  the  tech- 
nical  terms.  The  Lecturer  explained  ta 
them  the  metaphyfical  degrees  of  berng^ 

fubflance^ 
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fubftance,  creattire^  body,  &c.  and  though 
he  bawled  till  he  was  hoarfe  in  ihewing 
them  that  every  thing  which  exifts  is  a 
being  I  if  vifible  and  palpable,  a  real» 
phyfical)  and  corporeal  being  1  if  invifible 
and  impalpable,  as  the  foul^  a  true  and 
real,  but  fpiritual,  immaterial,  and  incor« 
poreal  being ;  if  it  has  no  other  exiftence 
than  what  the  imagination  or  under(land« 
ing  gives  it,  an  intelledual,  ideal,  and 
imaginary  being  1  yet,  plain  as  the  thing 
was,  it  was  all  Algebra  to  Friar  Ge^ 
rund ;  for  having  often  heard  it  faid  in  the 
convent,  that  ^^  fuch  an  one  is  a  firange 
i^ng^*  he  could  never  conceive  by  beings 
any  thing  elfe  than  fbme  out^of-^the-way 
iand  ridiculods  fellow :  and  thus,  from  the 
explanation  of  the  properties  of  being  by 
thofe  rules,  whofe  initial  letters  form  this 
barbarous  word  Rbubau,  when  he  faw 
any  one  of  an  extravagant  turn,  he 
would  fay,  not  without  fome  vanity  of  his 
icholailic  comprehenfion,  ^'  Ay,  he  is  a 
Reubau^  as  my  mafter  explains  it/' 

By  the  V90td  Jubfiance^  he  never  in  his 
life  underftood  any  thing  but  Arong 
chicken-broth;  [all  ftrong  broths  are  in 
Spain  called  Subftances]  becaufe  he  had 
always  heard  his  mother  fay,  when  (he 
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had  a  fick  perfbn  ia  the  faoofe,  *^  I  mtrflf 
give  him  a  fubAanoe;"  ahd^  therefore^ 
he  found  hiflhiHf  the  mofl:  eonfuled  mortal 
)h  the  worlds  the  year  tbjit  he  fltidied  Na:* 
tural  PhfloTophyr  Falling  to  his  lot  ta 
itrgue  this  qiieflion.  Whether  fuhfianci  U 
immediatefy  operative  ?  the  Ledurer  main^ 
fained  the  negative,  which  made  poor  Ge^ 
rund  lofe  the  ftirrups  of  his  rcafon  and  his 
patience  too,  thinking  it  the  greateil  abfur^ 
tlity  that  ccaild  be  maintained,  and  clearly 
againil  experience ;  and  an  argument  had 
offered  itfelf  tohim,  according  to  his  ideas,* 
demonftrable  and  conclufive  for  the  con-* 
trary.  He  came  then  to  the  fchooU  or 
dsfputlng-hiil],  mod  con^dently  armed 
with  his  arguments,  which  he  propofed  in 
this  manner.  *•  Chicken-broth  n  a  true 
fithjiance  \  but  chicken^broth  is  immediatefy 
operative  i  therefore  fubjlance  is  immediatefy 
operative**  The  Minor  was  dtoied,  which 
he  proved  thus,  **  l:bat  whicb^  admimftered 
in  a  cfyfterj  has  an  immediate  effeSi^  is  imme^ 
diatefy  operative  i  but  chicken-^bntb  admi-^ 
nifiered  in  a  cfyfier^  has  an  immediate  e£ec}  v 
therefore  cbicken^hroth  is  imme£atefy  opera^ 
tive^*'  The  whole  mufquetry  of  the  fchool 
let  fly  a  volley  of  loud  laughter ;  the  mi*<i 
nor  of  this  fecond  fyllogiibi  was  denied, 
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ktiA  poor  Geruixsi^  engaged,  what  with  the 
laughter^  and  what  with  having  a  propofi-^ 
tioQ  which  be  thotight  as  clear  as  the  fun 
at  noon-day  denied,  flies  precipitately  and 
blindly,  beyond  all  power  of  reftriintj 
'from  the  fchool  to  his  cell,  calls  for  the 
Infirmary-brother,  or  hitn  who  has  care 
of  the  ilck,  ind  defii-es  to  have  immediate* 
ly  A  clyfter  of  chicken-broth,  if  by  gck)d 
fortune  he  had  any  prepared  fof  the  (ick  : 
the  Irifirmary-brother,  who  faw  him  fo 
didarbed,  agitated^  and  Inflamed,  think*^ 
Ing,  without  doubts  that  he  had  been 
feiied  by  a  fudden  and  violent  cholic,  for 
i^hich  he  had  heard  it  faid  that  chicken-* 
Isroth  was  an  admirable  fpecific,  and  judg* 
ing  that  the  intention  might  be  anfwered, 
though  It  were  made  of  an  old  hen,  of 
ivhich  he  had  luckily  fome  by  him^  runs 
with  all  ipeed  to  the  kitchen  appropriated 
to  him,  and  prefently  prepares  and  admi- 
nlfters  the  clyfter  :  it  has  diredtly  a  pro-* 
digious  efiedt  upon  Friar  Gerund  ;  he  fills 
otie  of  thofe  large  pans  which  are  deflined 
to  fuch  ufes,  and  without  delay  returning 
to  the  hall,  fays  to  his  ^oppojient  and  the 
by-flanders,  with  an  air  between  triumph 
and  anger,  ♦'  Now  let  them  who  have  a 
mind  to  fee  whether  chickeA-broth  has  or 
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has  not  an  Immftidiate  effcA  go  to  my  ce}^ 
and  there  they  will  find  the  proofs  and 
then  let  them  defend  that  fubftance  is  not 
immediately  operative  I" 

This  affair  put  (he  finishing  Urokc  to 
his  difguft  at  every  thing  called  Scholaftic 
Learning.  And  though  fome  grave  and 
truly  learned  fathers,  who  loved  him  well, 
endeavoured  to  peffuade  him*  to  dedicate 
fome  time  to  the  ftady  of  it,  at  leaft  of 
thofe  matters^  as  well  phyfical  as  metaphy- 
fical,  which  were  not  only  conducive,  but 
almoil  abfolutely  necefTary,  to  the  under- 
{landing  the  mod  important  queftions  of 
divinity  in  all  their  parts,  (choTaftic,  expo- 
fitive,  dogmatic,  and  moral,  without  the 
knowledge  of  which  it  was  impofliSle  tm 
make  a  fermon  without  hazarding  many 
^abfurdities  and  herefies,  it  was  not  poflib^ 
to  convince  him  :  nor,  though  be  was  ibme« 
times  confined  to  bread  and  water,  and 
had  even  half-a-dozen  flogging- bouts^ 
could  he  be  brought  to  apply  to  what  hi^ 
inclination  did  nor  carry  him,  and  efpe- 
cially  as  there  was  in  the  houfe  one  who 
afTiiled  him  in  his  error  and  perverfenefs. 

It  happened,  that,  for  his  fins,  our 
Friar  Gerund  was  favoured  with  the  no- 
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%  Pr4dka4or  Mayor  *  of  the  convent,  a 
cozoomb  of  about  the  fame  ftanding  with: 
the  Ledturcr,  but  of  very  difFerent  ideas^ 
tafte,  and  chara&er.  This  Father  Predi* 
cmior  Mayor  was  in  the  flower  of  hifi  age, 
jiift  turned  of  ihrce^andf-thirty  <  tall,  ro«- 
buft»  and  corpulentj  his  limbs  well  fet  and 
well  proportioned,  with  fomewhat  of  a 
prominent  belly,  flrait  neck,  and  txtOL 
gait ;  With  his  bit  of  foretop  to  his  circle 
pf.hair,  which  was  iludioufly.and  exadly 
rounded  ;  bis  habit  always  clean,  and  the 
folds  long  and  regular,  a  neat  fhoe,  and, 
above  all,  his  filken  fcuU-cap  adorned  with 
much  and  beautiful  needle- work,  an  airy 
laiTel  raifing  itfdf  in  the  centre,  all  the 
bappy  labour  of  certain  ble0ed  Nuns,  who 

*  Greater  Preacher.  PniicaJkr  ^i^yor  fi  Pn^ca- 
dor  Sabatino^  are  two  orders  of  preachers  ;  the  former 
lignifying,  as  the  word  exprefies,  the  Superior,  and 
die  latter  (tjie  Safurd^  Preacher)  confeqveotly  the  in* 
ferior,  as  thofe^  who,  on  account  of  their  9ge  or  abili- 
ties, are  not  fit  to  be  produced  upon  great  and  very  pub* 
Uc  occafions,  but  may  ferve  for  a  Saturday^  or  unim- 
portant day,  when  few  people  attend. 

As  the  Prrdicaddr  Mayor  here  mentioned  is  a  diftin- 
guiihed  peribnage,  and  has  a  confiderable  fhare  in  the 
remaining  part  of  this  hiftorv,  his  refonant  Spanifli 
title,  the  accent  being  upon  the  laft  fvUable  of  each 
word,  (hall  be  preferved  to  him,  as  it  is  more  expref- 
(ve  of  the  gr^tneis  of  the  man  tjian  any  Engliib  term 
which  could  with  prapriety  be  applied. 

T  3  were 
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were  dying  for  their  Father  Pfedicador 
Mayor.  In  (hort»  he  was  a  moft  gallant 
fpark;  and^  adding;to  all  this  a  clear  and 
^norous  voices  fooiething  of  a  lifp^  a  par* 
ticular  grace  in  telling  a  ftory,  a  knowi| 
talent  at  nimickry,  eafy  and  free  aftion^ 
a  particttlar  and  taking  manner,  a  roariog 
ftylci  and  bddnefs  of  thought^  without 
ever  forgetting  to  well  iprinkle  his  fer« 
mons  with  tales,  jefts,  proverbs^  and  fire* 
iide  phrafes^  moft  gracefiiUy  brpugbt  in^ 
he  not  o|iIy  drew  multitudes  after  him,  but 
bore  the  bell  in  all  converfations  of  the 
htdies. 

He  wa$  one  of  thofc  polite  preachen 
who  never  cite  the  holy  fathers,  nor  eveq 
the  iacred  Evangelift^,  by  their  pr<^e 
liames,  thinking  that  this  is  vulgar.  St. 
Matthew  he  called  ftke  Hadrian  An^eli 
St.  Mark,  "The  Evangelic  Bull*,  St.  Lukej^ 
7*6e  mofi  divine  Brujb ;  St.  John,  The  Eagk 
of  Patmos  I  St.  Jerbm  T!ke  Purple  ofBelen  \ 
St.  Ambrofe  i  T'be  Honey ^comb  of  Do&ors  ij 
and  St.  Gregory,  Hhe' Allegorical  Tiara. 
It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  in  naming  ^ 
text  he  would  tell  you  fimply  and  natu- 
fally  the  Gofpel  and  chapter  from  whence 
he  took  it ;  no,  that  he  thought  was 
enough    to  brand    him   for    a    Sabatine 
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preacher;  it  was  well  known  that  hewonid 
Always  fay,  JEx  Evangetica  ketone  Mattbai 
nyetjobannis  capite  quarto- dfcimo,  and  fbmc- 
times,  for  a  more  fonorous  collocation  of 
?/rords,  quarto^ecimo  ex  capite.  Bat,  to 
fail  putting  the  two  firft  lingers  of  his 
right-hand,  with  a  foppifli  air,  between 
fiis  neck  and  the  collar  of  his  habit,  as  if 
to  cafe  his  refpiration,  to  fail  making  a 
couple  of  affcdled  toiTes  of  the  head,  whilft 
he  was  profofing  his  fubjcft,  and  at  finifli- 
Sng  the  propofing  it  to  give  two  or  three 
little  jumps  as  it  were,  or  rifings  upon  his 
toes,  and  puffing  out  both  his  cheeks,  in 
)Confequencc  of  a  deep-fetched  breath,  by 
way  of  clearing  the  pafiage,  and  looking 
difdain  on  little  folks  below,  to  break 
forth  in  a  certain  guttural  noife  between  a 
{ntnt  ancj  a  neigh  f  to  be  moft  nicely 
trimmed  and  fpruced  up  whenever  he  had 
to  preach,  flattening  his  circle  of  hair  and 
raifing  (he  foretop,  and  diredkly  after  mak- 
ing. Of  not  marking,  his  private  fhort  eja- 
culation as  foon  as  he  entered  the  pqlpit,  to 
draw  airily  out  of  his  left  flceyc  a  yard- wide 
(ilk  handkerchief  of  a  vivid  colour,  and 
fhake  it  at  full  length,  to  blow  loudly  the 
trumpet  of  his  nofe,  though  nothing  (hould 
(rqnje  from  it  but  wind,  and  return  xht 
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handkerchief  to  hi8  ileeve  with  regular 
harmonious  paufes,  to  caft  around  him  a 
haughty  glance,  heightened  with  a  little 
frown,  and  make  a  beginning  with  *'  B^ 
jfare  all  things  bkffed^  frmfedf  ghriJUd  be 
the hohf facrament t^  &c.  aad  conclude  with 
^^  In  the  primitive  infiantaneous  being  of  his 
natural  animation**.— ^No  1  The  Reverend 
Father  Predicador  Mayor  would  not  have 
omitted  a  tittle  of  all  thefe  things,  though 
St,  Paul  himfelf  had  ftrenuoufly  maintain- 
ed that  they  were  all,  to  fay  the  lead  of 
them,  fo  many  evidences  of  his  not  hav«» 
ing  a  grain  of  gravity,  a  drop  of  devotion^ 
a  crumb  of  confcience,  a  morfel  of  mar- 
row, or  a  pinch  of  penetration.— -Yes  j 
perfuade  him  to  it  if  you  could !  When  he 
faw  as  plain  as  the  nofe  in  your  face,  that 
with  this  preliminary  apparatus  alone  he 
drew  large  concourfes,  gained  loud  ap* 
plaufes,  won  hearts  for  himfelf,  and  that 
there  was  not  a  circle,  vifit,  or  party,  in 
which  the  laft  fermon  he  had  preached 
did  not  become  the  topic. 

It  was  well  known  to  be  a  favourite 
(naxim  with  him  to  begin  his  fermon  al- 
ways with  fonie  jeft,  or  fome  proverb,  .or 
Jfome  wine-houfe  witticifm,  or  fome  em^ 
p^atic  or  divided  claufe,    ^hi^h   at  firft 

fight 


FRIAR    GERUND.     281 

fight  ihould  feem  blalphemy,  impiety^  or 
madnefs}  and  after  having  kept  the  audi- 
ence for  a  while  in  expe£l;ation»  he  would 
£ni(h  the  claufe^  or  come  out  with  an  ex- 
planation^  which  terminated  in  a  mifer* 
able  infipidity^  Preaching  one  day  upon 
the  myftery  of  the  Trinity,  he  began  with 
this  period,  **  I  dmy  that  there  is  in  God 
unity 'of  ejfence  and  trinity  of  perfons  ;'  an4 
there  he  ftopped^  The  hearers  began  to 
look  at  one  another  as  if  fcandalized,  or 
at  leaft  fufpended,  waiting  for  the  iiTue  of 
that  blafphemous  hereiy.  And  when  our 
preacher  thought  he  had  caught  them,  he 
proceeded  with  the  poornefs  of  adding^^ 
**  ^ bus  Jays  the  ArioHt  the  Manic bean^ 
tbe  Soehnan  i  but  I  JhaJl  prove  it  againfi 
tbem  by/cripture,  by  councils^  by  fathers  J\ 

In  another  fermon  upon  the  Incarnation, 
he  began  in  this  manner,  **  To  your  healths^ 
gentlemen  /"  And  as  all  the  audience  la^gh-> 
ed  ready  to  fplit  their  fides  (for  he  faid  it 
as  a  merry  Andrew  would)  he  added, 
<^  There  is  nothing  to  laugh  at ;  for,  to 
your  healths,  and  mine,  and  the  healths 
of  all,  did  Jefus  Chrift  come  down  from 
Heaven,  and  was  incarnate  in  the  bowels 
of  the  Virgin  Mary.  It  is  an  article  of 
faith*     I  prove  itj  propter  nos  homines  ^ 

6  propter 
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proptir  mfiram  faluteffi  dejcendlt  de  calls  C9 
incarnatus  eft''  At  hearing  this  they  were 
all  ilruck  with  pleafing  furprize»  and  fuch 
a  murmur  of  applaufe^  with  complacent 
noddings^  ran  round  the  church  as  wanted 
but  little  of  breaking  out  4nto  public  ac«? 
clamation. 

There  was  in  the  place  a  (hoemakeri 
an  eternal  wit^  and  a  bufipon  by  profeflion^ 
^hom  the  people  called  **  The  Scourge 
of  Preachers,"  becaufe  in  the  affair  of  fer- 
mons  his  voice  was  decifive.  If  he  faid  of 
a  preacher,  *•  d'  brave  Cock  I  A  famous 
Cock !  An  excellent  Grower  r  the  father 
might  talk  what  npnfenfe  he  would,  for 
lie  was  fure  of  having  the  preacfaiog  of  the 
principal  fermons  in  the  place  prefled  upon 
him,  including  that  of  the  Feaft  of  Shep-: 
herds,  and  that  of  St.  Roque,  at  which 
there  were  fieers  to  be  tilted  at,  and  a  bull 
to  be  killed  *•    But    if  the  flioemakec 

•  So  great  b  tke  attacfamtiit  of  the  SpayiiiP^  to  their 
£iTOurite  fport  of  bullfighting,  that  upon  opcafioas  of 
^eftivity  in  places  where  they  cannot  get  ^bulls  to  be 
fcvg^t,  or  t0  be  ruHi  as  ^eir  phnrfe  is,  (<»rr$r  Ur$s) 
Ibey  are  ooptent,  rather  thai^  not  bare  fomething  that 
may  bear  a  refemblanee  to  a  bull-figbtt  to  run  poor 
hmocent  fteers.  Sometimes  too,  when  they  can  rife  to 
the  having  a  bull  to  rup,  they  camiot  aflRpra  ^o  jlacrifice 
die  bull  to  the  fport ;  Uiey  entertain  tbemfelvesi  there- 
forei  with  him  for  a  while  aa4  fpare  bis  life,  that  he* 
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fvirned  up  his  nofe;  and  at  fhe  end  of  th6 
fermon,  faid,  *•  A  Chick  !  y/  mere  Embryo  f 
He  may  A  in  time  i*  though  the  preacher 
ihould  have  been  the  great  Vieyra  himfelf, 
in  his  very  identical  Identtty,  he  was  not 
to  hopf  to  preach  in  thdt  plrifh  againi 
not  even  the  poor  fermon  of  St.  Sebaftiani 
which  was  worth  only  ^  czkt,  a  quart  of 
hypocras  ^,  and  tWo  quarter-of-a-pound 
rolls  of  fmall  waz'candle.  This  formid^ 
able  Cenfor  of  fcrmons^  then^  was  (b 
pleafed  with  thofe  of  the  father  Fri^r  Blas^ 
which  was  the  name  of  the  Predipadpf 
Mayor,  that  he  could  fcarcely  find  exjpttf^ 
iions  ftrong  enough  for  thft  praife  lie  me^ 
rited  i  he  called  him  ^Ti>eCock  of  Cods ^ 
Tie  numS  plujh  fultry  tf  Pulpits  %  and*  Iti 
iort.  The  Orator  by  Anthony  H^a)^ 
\non  fhis  ultra,  Antonomafia.\  And  as  this 
^oemaker  had  much  deference  paid  to  his 
Opinion  in  his  own  town,  and  even  all  tht 
neighbourhood  around,  he  t^neonceiyl^blj 
irredited  Friar  Bias  by  his  applaufe,  ^nd 

fnaj  ^  nin  another  tina^  But  ia  the  prefent  cafe,  t* 
ihew  the  inagi)ificence  pf  thi$  feftival  of  St.  Roque,  it 
fs  faid  that  there  were  not  only  fteers  to  be  run,  which 
would  diverfify  and  prolong  the  eBtertaimnem,  <btit 
there  was  like&vife  to  be  a  Tsra  di  mutrtg^  a  bull  to  be 
run,  and  run  till  be  was  killed. 
f  yfint  with  fugar  aiid  i|)ic66. 

was 
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i^as  a  grand  oneans  of  rendtring  iocurabl* 
his  folly,  vanity,  and  madnefs* 

A  grave,  religious,  learned,  and  jvdU 
cious  father,  who  had  been  Provincial  of 
the  order,  and  afterguards  retired  to  that 
ponvent,  pitying  equally  the  deplorably 
error  of  the  preacher,  and  the  prejudicial 
iimplictty  of  the  applauder,  charitably  un* 
dertook,  if  he  could,  to  cure  them  both. 
And  as  the  day  after  the  famous  fermon  on 
the  Incarnation,  the  fhoemaker  (who 
worked  for  the  convent)  brought  him  home 
a  pair  of  (hoes,  apd  as  he  was  fitting  them 
on,  began,  with  hift  ufual  impertinent  prat« 
tie,  to  extol  the  yefterday's  fermon,  think-* 
ing  at  the  fame  time  to  flatter  his  Reve- 
rence by  praifing  a  Friar  of  his  order, 
the  g9od  father  Ex-provincial  laid  hold  of 
tbe^  opportunity,  and  taking  out  his  fnuflf-* 
jbox,  and  giving  Martin  (as  the  {hoemaker 
was  called)  a  pinch,  bad  him  ^t  down  by 
him,  and  looking  him  in  the  face,  faid, 
with  the  greateft  goodnefs  in  the  world, 
^^  Come,  come,  Martin,  what  do'ft  thou 
vnderftand  of  fermons  ?  Why  do'ft  thou 
ipeak  of  that  thou  do*il  not  underftand, 
nor  art  capable  of  underftanding  P  If  thoo 
knoweft  not  how  to  write  or  read,  or 
jfparcely  to  ipell,  how  ihouid'ft  thou  know 

who 
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1?7ho  preaches  well  or  ill  ?  Tell  me,  if  I 
were  to  fay  to  thee  that  thou  didft  not 
know  how  to  cut  or  to  few  a  (hoe,  and  that 
any  one  of  thy  trade  would  do  it  better^ 
would'ft  thou-  not  reply  with  reafon,  "  Fa- 
.ther,  let  this  alone,  for  you  do  not  under- 
(land  it  1  mind  your  books  and  leave  us 
With  our  awls  and  our  ends  i  Now,  whe- 
ther  a  (hoe  be  ill  or  well  cut  or  fewed,  any 
one  may  know  who  is  not  blind.  If  then 
a  icholar  and  preacher  would  do  ill  in  cen* 
furing,  and  much  worfe  in  giving  rules  for, 
the  performance  of  a  (hoemaker,  is  it  fuf- 
ferable  that  a  (hoemaker  (hould  take  upoa 
him  to  cenfure»  and  give  rules  for  the  per^ 
formance  of  a  preacher  ?  Look  ye,  Mjirtir^ 
the  utmoft  that  thou  can'ft  know  and 
judge  of  is,  whether  the  preacher  he  tail 
or  Qjovt,  ftrait  or  crooked,  a  regular,  or 
fecular^  fat  or  lean,  fearful  or  bold,  oF 
muck  or  little  adion,  or  a  loud  pr  a  low 
voice,  for  in  order  to  this«  there  is  need 
only  of  eyes  and  ears  -,  but  in  going  farther 
thou  not  only  cxpofeft  thyfelf  to  &y  a 
thoufand  abfurdities,  but  alfo  to  praife  as^ 
many  here(ies." 

«•  Bravo!  bravo!  Moft  Reverend  Fa- 
"ther  s  (cried  the  (hoemaking  buffoon)  and 
.why  does  not  your  Reverence  add  your 

V  Grace 
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♦«  Grace  and  Glory/  your  Doxj^  Rolog^i 
that  your  fertnon  may  have  its  6xx  and 
iegitirtiate  endiitg  ?  According  tof  this  youfr 
Revererice  mcrft  account  that  gallant  en- 
trance whicii  tlic  I^'ather  Predtcador  Mayor 
gave  to  his  fcrmon  on  the  Moft  Holy  Tri- 
nity, **  I  deny  thai  there  is  inOod  Unity 
of  Ejjence  and  Trinity  of  Perfonsi  an*  Hc- 
ttiy^  *•  And  one  of  the  moft  fcandafouji 
kerelies  that  could  be  h^ard  in  st  Ca'thotic 
polpit,"  a:nfwcrcd  the  graivc  and  learned 
RcBgioas.  *^  But  if  thtf  Father  Friar  Bias 
prcfently  added  (replied  Martin)  that  it 
*iras  not  he  who  denied  it,  but  the  Harrys 
Arm^  the  Maccbabean^  *and  the  Sus-^Onunti 
or  i<imc  fuch  thing,  who  we  know  were 
nil  a  pafck  of  heretic  dogs,  what  Hcrefy 
tf  my  fins  drd  the  good  Father  Predicador 
fty,  but  merely  if  elate  that  faid  by  tfaefe 
fcmti  iTurks,  and  Infidels  ?"  The  Reve- 
rend Ex-ptovincial  finiled,  and,  \<rithoutf 
changing  his  tone^  replied  mildly,  ^  TeH 
me.  Martini  if  any  one  (botild  rotmdl^ 
come  out  with  a  Voto-a-Cbrifio^i  and 
•after  a  -paufe  flwuld  add  Valilh^  wiH  he' 

•  /  vvu)  U  thrifts  one  of  the  moft  comthon  .otiir 
jtfMngft  die  S|}9iuar46|  to  wliich  Valilh^  fervcs.as-a  fort 
of  ialvo,  like  **  1  was  going  to  fay,"  «  I  had  likeco' 
'haTtlaid/  «  God  forgive  mc/'  &c-        * 


<   ^      «^ 


no^ 


•  •  » 

Jiot  ncverthclcfs  ftill  have  fwofn  an  oath?'^ 
*'  Certainly,  (anfwered  the  Ihoemaker)  for 
ib  I  have  heard  the  Theatines  hy  an  hah-^ 
dred  times  when  tliey  coifife  to  rmffioit  ♦ 
our  fouls  for  us.  And  'ifaith  they  are  in 
the  right  of  it;  for  thtf  f^alflh  which  foU 
lows  conies  too  late ;  'tis,  as  the  proverb 
fays,  like  breaking  a  man's  head  and  giving, 
him  a  plafter."  **  This  then  is  literally 
the  cafe  (proceeded  the  good  Father)  with 
regard  to  this  fcandalous  propofition  and 
others  Kke  it,  blurted  out  by  many  addle-^ 
pated  preachers  :  flap  comes  the  herefy  of 
abfurdity  aftd  breaks  the  heads  of  their 
poor  hearers,  which  is  what  they  aim  at, 
thinking  it  wit,  and  afterwards  come  the 
}int,  piafter,  and  bandages  to  bind  them 
up.  So  that  the  whole  jut  of  the  bufinefr 
confifls  m  advancing  boldly  a  propofition 
that  may  alarm  and  offend  (and  the  more 
ffaocking  it  is  fb  much  the  better)  and 
then  giving  ain  explanation  which  maker 
it  turn  out  a  moft  wretched  futility.     Doft 


«  • 


*  Inr  the  time  of  Lent  many  preacbers  go  abouT  from 
town  to  town,  inveighing  vehemently  againft  fin,  and 
Itrenuoufly  exhorting  to  repentance,  which  is  calk'd 
going  upom^cr  Midioti :  hence  any  feirmon  of  more  thMi 
OFdiaary  Seal  and  Fef vour  i%  commooW  termed  a  Mir- 
fion  •  and  the  ihoemaker  here  ludicrouuy  makes  a  verp 


of  JU 


«  t 


k 


thou 


M       Tkc  HIStORY  of 

thou  not  thinkt  Martin^-— even  fuppofing  * 
thait'  the  herefy  may  be  thu$  excuied-~that 
at  leaft  there  can  be  no  excofe  for  the  folly 
and  the  madnefs  ?'' 

<^  I  don't  onderftand  Tology/'  anfwered 
die-  (hoemaker ;  **  what  I  knowj  is,  that  as 
to  the  beautiful  entrance  of  the  fermon  of. 
yefterday,  *•  To  your  bealths^  Gentlemen,** 
neither  your  Reverence  nor  all  the  whole 
Turpentine  or  Tridentine  Ccmncil  fiiall 
ever  make  me  believe  that  there  was  any 
herefy  in  that»  for  he  proved  it  clearly  by 
the  Creed,  propt^ber  no-Jiraw  Jalute^lUm 
M-fenMt  d'yefeaUus,  which  put  us  all  id: 
amazement*"  ^  In  this  (jreplied  his  Rft- 
▼crence)  there  was  certainly  no  herefy: 
butpnay  tell  me,  Martin,  in  what  confifl^ 
ed  the  point  or  the  acutenefs  which  h 
much  amazed  you^'*  '*  In  what!  ((aid 
Martiii)  why  can  there  be  greater  acute- 
nefs in  the  world  than  to  begin  a  fermon 
^  if  one  was  going  to  drink  an  health; 
and  when  all  the  audience  were  laughing, 
thinking  he  was  going  to  lug  out  a  flagon 
of  Wifle  for  tis  to  pledge  him,  to-  dirow 
a  pail  of  cold  water  on  us  all  with  a  text 
that  fitted  io  finely  that  it  could  not  be 
more  pat,  an  'twere  painted  for  the  pur- 
pofi:.^    «*  Hearkee,  Martin,  (faid  the  good 

Father 
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Father  calmly)  when  a  fot  begins  preach*^ 
ing  M  ^he  tavern  what  is  it  ^yfual  to  iky 
of  him  ?'*  **  Why,  fuch  an  one  (replied 
Martin)  we  brothers  of  the  bottle  call  an 
Accqmpliihed  Sot»  one  pa^  all  Jiopes  of 
recoyery  I  for  it  is  wdl  known  that  your 
drunkennefs  which  comes  in  the  myilical 
or  apoftolical  way,,  your  religious  drun- 
kennels,  is  incurable/'  *'.  Well  now, 
Iook!yt,  my  good  man  ^  if  the  flrongefi: 
mark  of  the  inveterate  folly  and  drunken- 
aeis  of  a  fot  is  to  talk  at. the  tavern  as 
preachers  talk,  in  the  pulpit,  what  wit, 
grace,  pleafantry,  or  acutenefs .  can  it  be 
for  a  preacher  to  ufe  in  the  pulpit  fuch 
pbrafes  as  fots  ufe  at  the  tavern?  And 
thefe  preachers  does  Martin  praife !  Thefe 
does  he  applaud !  Go  to,  thou .  dlly  man^ 
where  is .  thy  reafon  ?"  .  "  Father  Mafter 
(anfwered  the  convinced  and  angry  fhoc- 
maker)  I  have  not  iludied  Logics  nor  Flou^ 
rifbes  ;  but  ftill  I  fay,  What .  founds  to  me, 
founds. to  me^  and  by  that  Til  abide.  Your 
Paternity  is  of  this  opinion  and  others  are  of 
the  contrary,  and  yet  they  are  of  the  fame 
fluif,  and,  in  truth, .  no  little  folks  nei- 
ther.  The  world  is  full  of  Envy,  and 
even  the  CloiAers  are  not  very  empty  of 
it.  .  Long  live  my  Father  Friar  Bias,  and 
Vol,  L  U  good 
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good  tnodrrow  to  your  Reverence)  fye  t 
am  "pxmg'io'taitry  'z  pair  of  ifaoet  to-lfte 
butler."  •     .  ' 

Scarce  ^^iws  Martin-  dtpartcd*  fiiom  thfr 
cell  of  the  Father  Ex-^ptovincM  lirfaeft 
Friar  Bias  prefer  ted  ftimfdf  in  it,  te^  tafci 
!eaVe  tyf  his  Revcrende^  as  he  was  gcdo^ 
Itfae  ne3(t  morning  to  a  town  four  le^^mi 
vff  to  preath  on  occafibtr  of  the  ^coSi&fea-^ 
tion  of  a  Retubhi  or  t>rnament  for  dib 
altar.  As-  the  ftifojd^  tipoh  which  he  ;had 
been  talkihg  with  the  fiioemakerwas  frefi 
und  fdil  th  the  mind^of  the  Ex^pnmncaa^ 
and  "as*  the  good  mzriy  as  wett  /for  the 
honour  of  rdtgioh  as  fot  the  fake  of  tlie 
Father  Preiiicadoir  hiin£blf^  (whoih  he  tcsS^ 
ly  teved^  but  grieved  over  him  to  fee  him 
&)  mi&p^y  talents^  which,,  managed  tnt& 
judgraedt,  might  be  very  Valaabk^  wo 
very  dcfirous  of  having  an  opportiioity  of 
making  him  fenixble  of  his  error,-  ad& 
thinking  the  prefcnt  a  very  fit  one,  he^faiB 
to  him  diredlly  as  he  faw  him,  ^ '  I  am 
forry,  Father  Prcdicador,  that  you  did  not 
come  a  little  fboner,  that  yon  mig^  liave 
heard  a  converfation  1  was  holding  with 
Martin  the  (hoemaker,  and  who  ctrt  it  ofiT 
by  taking  himfelf  away  when  I  was  wiflif* 
ing  to   profccute  it/*      **  I  would   lay  a 

wager 
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Vwget  ^tffWcped  Prtar  filks)  tliat  'it  wa« 
it66Ut  "ptet^ihg;  'for  lie  ttiks  of  nothing 
el(e/  ahH  intrufth  he  is  a  good  judged 
**'Of  *a  fhoehe  may  (replied  the  Ex-frro- 
^fteciil^  bat'of  a  Termoh  I  'know  not  how 
ht  fliould;*  ^«  Why  (fkid  Fridr  Bias)  to 
know  v^ho  preaches  well  or  ill  there  h 
^itticd  only  of  Tiavihg  eyes  -amd  ears/' 
**  Tfcen  thus  all  Who  are  not  blind  ot 
deif 'ihay  be  as;good  judges^as  the^oe* 
^oakcfr?'*  ''  fiut;thdrfe  art  ibrite^  (Fri* 
Bhs  dbfervcd)  who  have  not  fo'goodxyes 
dr  ifo  good  tars .  as  others."  *<  Thit  -isto 
feyv  that  in  order '  to  judge  'of  a  TerrtrOtt 
'there  fs  need  of  no  more  than  to  fee  how 
Ac^rbacher  ads^and  hear  how  he^eeh 
it?''  **  No,  our  Father,  there  is  need  of 
no'tn6tt.''  •*  S6  then  according  to  this, 
in-order  to  be  -a  good  preacher  therp  ss 
need'  of  no  more  than  to  be  a  gootl 
•flayer'?"  ^^'Concedo  confiquentiam,''  faiH 
the  vci^y  fatisfied  Triar  Bias* 

••'  «And  is  It  poffible  thit  a  chriffiah 
orator -and  fon  of  my  Father  St.  N;  wear- 
ing'htrhdy  habit,  can  have  the  cotifidends 
Wi  advance  a  propofition  lik.e  this!  Pray 
now,  -'Father  Pi^cdlcadar  Mayor, :  what  is 
tbb*'tfld  whi(ih  a  chriftian  orator  Ihouhl 
propbfc  in  all  Ws  fermons  ?"  **  The  end, 

U  z  our 
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our  Fathery  (faid  Friar  Bias  with  a  jpert 
readinefs)  which  every  orator^  chriftian  and 
not  chri{lian>  (hould  propofej  is  to  gratify 
his  audience^  to  give  pleafure  to  all^  and 
to  conciliate  their   favour;    that  of    the 

.  learned,  by  the  abundance  of.dodine,  by 
.the  multitude  of  citations^  by  the  variety 
and  the  choice  of  the  erudition ;  of  the 
decreet^  by  wit,  acutenefs^  and  equivoque; 
.of  the  polite^  by  a  ftyle  pompous,  elevat- 
ed, altifooanjt.  and  of  t&e.  r&umi;  of  the 
vulgar^  by .  things  fuited  to  their  concep- 

^  tion,  by  proverbs,  coarfe  jeftsy  and  Cbnart 

little  ta]es»  brought  in  with  opportunity 

and  told  with  grace ;.  and,  in  ihort»  of  all, 

by  freedom  find  eafe  of  manner,  by  gcfture, 

voice^  and  ai^ion.     I,  at  Ieaft»  in  my  fer- 

mons  propofe  no  other  end,  nor  to  attain 

it  do  I  avail  myfelf  of  other  means ;  and 

tr\Ay  it  does  not  fucceed  ill  with  me,  fpr 

there  is  never  wanting  in  my  ceU  a  pinch 

of  good  fnuff,  ^  or  a  cup  of  rich  chocolate, 

there  are  two  changes  of  white  linen,  it  is 

well  provided  with  flafks,  and  finally  my 

^little  drawer  is  never  without  a  few  dou- 

,blops  for  a.  cafe, of  neceflity,     I  never  go 

out  to.  preach  -but  I  bring  .home  an  hun- 

^drcd  mafles  for  the  convent  and  as  many 

more    to  ^  divide    amongft  half    a  dozen 

friends. 
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friends.  There  is  no  iermon  of  conCe- 
^ucnce  in  all  the  country  for  which  I  am 
riot  applied  to^  and  to-morrow  morning  I 
go  to  preach  at  the  Collocation  of  the 
Retablo  at  ■  »  the  Majordomo  of 
which  told  me  that  the  allowance  for  the 
fermon  was  a  doublon  of  eight  crowns  */' 

Scarcely  could  the  religious  and  learned 
Ex7provincial  refrain  from  tears,  when  he 
heard  a  difcourfe  fo  fooliih^  fo  frantic^  and 
fo  impious  from  the  mouth  of  that  poor 
Friar^  filled  rather,  with  prefumption  and 
ignorance  than  true  wifdom;  and,  com- 
paffionating  his  error,  and  inflamed  with 
an  holy  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  the 
honoujr  of  the  order,  and  the  good  of  fouls, 
in  all  which  that  miftaken  Religious  mi^ht 
be  very  Serviceable  if  he  fliould  employ  his 
natural  talents  better,  he  was  anxious  to 
tfy  if  he  could  convince  and  undeceive 
him.  He  rofe  from  his  feat,  locked  His 
cell  on  the  infide  that  no  one  might  inter- 
rupt them,  took  the  Predicador  Mayor  by 
the  hand,  led  him  into  his  fludy,  fet  him 
doWn  in  a  chair,  featin^himfelf  in' another 
juft  by  him,  and,  with  that  authority  to 
which  he  was  intitled  by  his  hoary  locks, 

* 

*  Six  and  thirty  Hiillings  fterling.  - 

.  U  3  his 
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hii^  veoemblft  age»  hip  leaxntngg  h;r  w^ 
tut,  his^  employ raept$»  bU  orodit  aad  lus^ 
eftimation.  m  the  order,  Qpoko  to  him  k^ 
the  /oUowiog  roapncr. 


CHAP.    m. 

^be  grave  and   learned    difcourfe   of  tbi 

Father  Ex-provinciaL 

f'  T  AM  aftonlfiiedf  Father  Friar  Bias. 
f  X  at  what  I  have  juft  heard  you  %» 
''  to  that  degree  that  I  am  eveor  no^ 
f*  doubt iivg  whether  my  ears  deceive  me 
f^  or  whether  I  dream  what  I  hear.  Miich 
*'  indeed  did  I  fear  on  hearing  you  oreach 
]ately»  and  carefully  watching  al|  ybur 
motions,  before  you  mounted  tho.pBl^ 
pit,  whilft  you  were  in  the  pulpit,  a|id 
'^  after  you  had  dcfcended  from  the  pul- 
^'  pit,  that  in  your  (ermons  you  prepofed 
^^  no  other  end  than  that  of  vanity,  ap* 
plaufe,  and  intereft ,  but  this  fear  waa 
no  more  than  a  fudden  thought,  which  I 
'*  would  not  fuffer  to  amount  to  a  fuipicion 
f*  left  it  might  border  upon  ra(h  judgment. 
V  But^  alas !   I  now  fee  from  what  you 

"  haf^ 
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**  h^ve  juft  Aid  th^  I  exceeded  i^  (fbi?jci^. 

,  •*  ^  then  the  end  that  (hoqjd^  be  prjj^., 
^*-  poicd  by  an  orator,  chrifUan  or  npt , 
'*  chriftian,  is  to  gratify  his  audience,  tq 
catch  at  applaijire,  gain  credit^  and  make 
a  purfe,  foUcitoufly  endeavouring  after 
^^  little  pitiful  accqpji^mpdatiops  I  When  I 
^f  hear  this,  I  no  longer  wonder  that  the 
*•  Father  Predicador  £hould  difpofc  him- 
'^  felf  tp.  afcend  the  pulpit  as  a  player  dif-: 
'5  pofes  himfelf  to  make  his  appearance 
«f.  upon   the    ilage,   atuch  (h^vedj    mqch 

V  iprucedy  muck  toupced  ;  with,  a  gloiTy 
^  cioak^    his  heft  habit,    plaited   ikirts  $ 

V  new,  nice,  corioqs  (hoes;  one  handker- 
•*.  chief  of  a  ftriking  cp1qui:«  another  white, 
f^  longji  .finey  lef$  for  wiping  off  thefweat 
'^  than  for  making  an  often tation  of  what 
'^  a  Religious,  who  ibrmally  and  foleipniy 
Vf  profbffes  humiUty,  poverty,  and  modefty, 
^^fliiottkl  b^  aihamed*  A  tr^Iy  apoftolic 
^.f  pFoacher,  who  would  afcend  the  chair 
<Vof  the  holy  fpirit  with  nq  other  view 
^*  than  to  enamour  his  hearers  with   the 

V  beauties  of  piety  and  yirtuej  and  effic^ci^ 

V  Pttfly  ej^cite  them  to  an  abhorrence  of 
f'uOt  would  bluOi  at  the  thought  of  thefe 

V  iffc£Lcd  ornameots, .  as  abfurdly  incon- 
•...  .  tJ  4  '^fiftent 


I 
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^  fiftentwith  his  mimftrj  as  his  ftater  but 
^^  be  who  afccnds  it  in  order  to  profane  it 
''  by  fuch  indecent,  and  I  mud  add  fach 
^*  facriligious  ends,  neither  can  nor  ought 

f '  to  avail    hin^felf  of    other  means.     I 

.  •  •  •        •. 

<f  would  not  be  underftood  to  fay  that  a 
^^  ftudied  ilovenlinefs  is  laudable  in  a 
<^  preacher;  I  only  maintain  that  aaaffeded 
*^  curioufnefs  in  drefs  is  moft  ridiculous ; 
••  and  there  is  no  man  of  judgment  who 
^*  would  not  look  upon  that  Religious  as  a 
^^  madman,  who  is  lefs  careful  in  compofing 
^^  his  fermon  than  in  compofing  bis  habrt 
''  and  his  hair,  as  if  he  thought  that  the 
*•  delicate  fprucenefs  of  his  perfon  could 
**  atone  for  the  filthy  groflhefs  of  bis  pcr- 
"  formance.  In  a  word,  my  good  father, 
**  he  who  thus  adorns  himfelf  to  preach 
**  gives  it  fufBciently  to  be  underftocwl  that 
"  he  endeavours  not  to  gain  fouls  to  God, 
•^  but  to  conquer  hearts  to  himfelf  He 
does  not  go  up  fo  much  to  preach  as 
to  gallant  it,  and  plays  the  part  of  a 
poor  crazy  wretch  rather  than  a  real 
"orator. 

**  The  end  of  a  real  orator,  facrcdor 

V  profane,  fliould  be  always  to  convince 

'*  the   underftanding    and    to    move  the 

V  will,    whether  it  be  to  embrace  fomc 

V  truth 
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**  truth  of  reKgion,  if  the  orator^  Wii  fa- 
•^  cred  one  ;  or  to  take  fome  jttft  and  ho- 
•*  nonrablc  determination,  if  he  be  a'^prt)- 
•*^  fane  one.  The  Father  Predicador  tidvcr 
*•  ean  have  foutid,  nor  will  he  ever  find, 
•^.that  a  profane  orator,  be  he  as  plt)fane 
*♦  as  he  will,  ever  propofed  to  himfelf  any 
*•  other  end.  This  alone  is  what  Demoft- 
^*  benes,  Cicero,  and  Quintilian  propofed 
**  to  themielves  in  their  orations,  diredled 
^'  all  to  fbme  laudablb  and  honed-  end, 
^*  fome  to  preferve  the  Republic,  others  to 
**  inflame  the  mind  agaihft  tyranny,  thefc 
♦*  to  defend  innocence,  thofe  to  repreft 
*'  injuftice,  many  to  implore  mercy,  and 
**  not  a  few  to  excite  all  the  feverity 
^*  of  the  laws  agarnft  the  darirignefs  of 
^*  inlblence.  Had  it  been  difcovered,  or 
f^  but  furmifcd,  that  any  one  of  theft 
^famous  orators  had  no  other  end  in' his 
^^  declamations,  than  to  make  hibifelf 
**  heard  with  pleafare,  to  allure  the  favour 
^'  of  the  people,  to  difplay  the  trimnefs  or 
'*  the  majefty  of  his  garb,  his  graceful 
♦*  manner,  his  elegant  adlion,  his  fonorous 
•*  voice,  his  feeling  of  the  afFciSions,  the 
**  pompous  redundance  of  his  words,  and 
^*  the  acutenefs  or  falfe  brilliancy  bf'his 
ff'thoughts-— Hadit  been  undcrftood  that 

«•  their 
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^^  their  haningues  were  dliredled  tp  lyio^r 
'^  end  than  to  folicit  applaufesy.  to  conquer 
'^  hearts^,  and  to  make  moneys  t^^  wovi^ 
*^  have  become  the  objcAs  of  the  laughteTi 
^^  of  the  contemptf  and  even  of  the  indig-* 
**  nation  of  all  the  people.     And  if  an/ 
<<  had  gone  to  hear  them»  it  would  cei^aio^ 
*'  ly  not  have  been  in  prder  to  be  perfutd^ 
'<  ed  by  them  as  by  orators^  but  to  be  di*» 
^^  vertol  by  them  as  by  mountcbs^iks  and 
^'  pantomimeSf  by  puppets  and  by  players. 
M  For,  in  {hort,  my  Father  Ihredicadoi;,  the 
'f  orator  is  no  other  thap  the  mzi^  dedicate* 
<^  ed  by  his  profeilion  to  inftro^  oiher  a)en> 
^^  and  make  them  better  tba^  t^]}  a^; 
^f  And,  let  me  aik  you».  will  they,  b/c  ms^9 
^  better  by  I^imp  who  as  foon  a9  he  (hews 
^^  himfelf  in  the  pulpit»  (hews  toQ  th^t  h^ 
«<  is  as  much  fubjedted  ^s  the  vileil  of  his» 
^f  hearers,    to   the   loweil  of   the  hunia» 
V  paffions  ?    Will  Jbe  make  the  vain  apd 
^'  proud  man  bumble,  who  in  all  his  wofda 
*'  and  adions  breathes  nothing  but  vanity 
and  prefumption  .^    Will  Jbe  correal  the 
diforder  of  profane  ornaments  aod  cof** 
metics,  who  prefents  himfelf  in  the :pul«- 
pit  (to  the  very  utmod  limits  of  what 
^<  his  profeflion  will  admit)  a  beau  ?   Will 
f ^  A0  extirpate  the  paflxpn  of  avarice  G^m 

^«  the 
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^  th#  breads' of'  otben^  vrl^o  isicoOrWn  to 
^<  fioi^ft  9,  traffic  of  his  minlftry^  vrbo 
^'  preaches  for  intere^,  an(^  caavafle^  and 
''*  boft)es  for  fundions  of  the  gr^atcfl  pay  ^ 
'<  f  q>ally,  1;^hom>  wiH  Ae  perfuade*  that 
^'  we  ought  to  pleaic^  Qod  atone^  who  con-* 
''  fcfies  that  even  in  his  fermons  he  has 
*^  ao  other  end  than  to  pleafe  men  ?  * 

^  I  beg  the  Father  Predicator  would 
*^  Ui\  npiCj  if  the  apoftles  had  proj^^d  this 
^5  adulterate  end  in  their  dircourfe3,  by 
^f  what  means  would  twelve  ruAii;  and 
^^  grofs  men  have  converted  the  whole 
^f  world  ?  He  will  fay,  perhap?)  that  God 
«<  Applied  the  means.  And  who  has  told 
^f  him  that  God  would  not  fupply  them 
^i  now  likewife^  were  we  to  preach  with 
^*  the  rpirit  with  which  the  Apoftles 
^  preached  ?  .  He  may  reply,  that  thofe 
^  were  other  times^  and  very  diiferent 
'^  from  our  own.  But  what  would  my 
^'^  Father  mean  by  this  I  If  he  meaiis  tip  at 
^*  the  Apoftles  preached  to  barbarous,  un« 
^*  cukivateds  ignorant  idiots,  who  were  to 
^'  be  convinced  by  any  thing  and  in  any 
^  manner,  he  will  fhew  that  he  is  more 
*-•  verfed  in  books  of  wretched  cojnceks, 
ff  which  fame  call  preach  able,  and  I  call 
^f  intplerable   and  contemptible,   than  in 

«'  hiftory 
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**  hiftory  facred  and  profane.  Does  he 
"  know  that  the  world  was  never  more 
''  cultivated,  than  when  God  fent  his 
**  Apoftles  to  it  ?  Is  he  ignorant  that  there 
'<  were  then  remaining,  and  continued  for 
'*  fome  time,  the  precious  reh'ques  of  the 
•*  golden  age  of  Auguftus,  in  which  Chrifl 
^^  was  born>  and  in  which  all  the  arts  and 
fciences,  efpecially  oratory,  poetry,  phi- 
lofophy,  and  hiftory,  flourifhed  naore 
than  in  any  other  ?  Our  age  indeed  pre- 
•*  fumeSf  whether  with  or  without  reafon^ 
**  to  be  more  enlightened  than  any  other; 
'^^  and  it  cannot  be  denied*  but  that  in 
'*  fome  particular  faculties  and  arts,  di^o- 
**  veries  have  been  made  that  were  un- 
«*  known  to  the  preceding  ones.  Never- 
"  thelefSf  in  thofe  which  the  ancients  cul- 
•'  tivated,  the  famous  queflion  upon  their 
"  fuperiority  to  the  moderns^  has  not  yet 
•*  been  decided  by  the  critics ;  and  let  the 
"  Father  Predicador  know,  that  though 
•'  the  arguments  urged  on  each  (ide  are 
*•  very  weighty,  yet  the  number  of  votes 
**  for  the  former,  exceeds  beyond  compa- 
*^  rifon  all  thofe  that  can  be  counted  for 
**  the  latter.  Let  him  now  fee  if  the  peo- 
"  pie  the  Apoftles  preached  to  and  con- 
*'  verted  were  uncultivated*  ignorant,  and 

"  bar- 
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^*  barbarous,*  when  there  is  fo  much  room 
"  for  diipotirig  if  they  did  not  excel"  us 
/Mn  co(nprebenfion;  in  genius^  in  good 
"  tafte,  an(l  politenefs. 

•^  He  raay  dnfwer,  th&t.upon  this  Very 

«'  account  the  ApolUejS  inverted  only  the 

*'  lowcft  poople^  the  rnqreyqlgar andi^ipt9. 

•*  Another  rniAake  which  fprings.  from  the 

^^  fame    principle.     I   4^{ivp    the  F&ther 

^'  Predicador  would  So  me  the  fyyo^X  to 

"tell  mc,  if  Cornelius  the  Centurion  was 

of  the  vulgar?    If  the  eunuch  of  the 

queen   Candace  was  of  the  vulgar?  If 

•*•  Saint  X)ionyfius  the  Areopagite  was;  an 

•'idiot?  If  Saint  Juftin  the  Martyr  wa^a 

•*  poor  ignorant  ?  If  Saint  Clement  Aleap- 

*'  andrinus  was  of  the  lowed  people,  and 

*'  $aint  Linus  and  his  parents  Hercul^nus 

^'  and  Claudia,  both  of  the  mod  illudripm 

•'  families  of  Tofcany  ?'|f  fo  many  Ma- 

y  giftrates^    fo   many    Princes,    fo   many 

"  Kings  as  the  Apoftles.  con  verted  in  ^beir 

•*  refpedlive  provinces,  were  of  tbc  loweft 

*'  people  and  the  mere  vulgar  ?  A  preachor, 

"  who  (hould  but  take  the  (hort  and  ne- 

"  cclTary  trouble   of  reading  the  lives  o£ 

•'  the  Saints  on  whom  he  preaches,:  qpuW 

**  never  fall  into  fuch  an  error  ;'  but  bow 

*^  fhould  he  not  fall  into  this  andother.§  of 

"ftiU 
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^*  ftat  gfKrfTer  ighwrance,  whin  it  •ft^A 
'<  hafyf^m  that  he  who  bits  the  tftaft  knd#^ 
'^^  l^dge  of  the  Saint  that  16  preached  6|)dh 
''  is  the  very  preacher  MtnMff  fliakitf|  It 
^«1jis  pride  to  takfe  fixih  abflrlded  iubjfcQs^ 
*^^hatone  and  the  ^ame  fermon  ttiayfer^fe 
«•  fbf  St.  LiboritfS,  for  St,  Roqtte,  for  St. 
^'Cofme,  for  St.  Damian,  for  the  Vii^Ni 
»•  of  Sorrows,  and,  upon  a  pinch^  for  ^fd^ 
•♦  Bleffed  Souk  in  Purgxitory  ? 

"  But  if  the  Father  Predicador  ftouW 
^^  chance  to  mean  that  thofe  firft  ages  of 
^  the  churchy  though  (hey  wete  tict  idfi 
•^'iflfoYiflcd,  yet*  were  'Icfs  KrorrupteH 
^*  Ih^noiir  oWn>  dnd  cohfequently  ^that  it 
'^  wasHot  fo  eliflicult  to  reduce  them  to  the 
*Mriith  of  the  Gofpel  by  clear,  liatural, 
nakedi  and  ficriple  arguments,  he  will 
be  giiilty  of  another  piece  of  ignorance 
*^  that  cannot  in  confcience  be  'forgiven 
**  him.  What,  were  thofe  times  lefs  cor* 
•*  ropfed  than  ours,  in  which  vices  were 
^'  adoi^d  as  virt6'es>  and  virtues  abhored 
*'  as  vices !  Times  in  which  impurity  re- 
ceived iocenfe  in  Gy thenea^  ebriety  ado- 
ration sin  Bacchus,  ahd  robbery  facrifices 
^*  in  Mercury !  Times,  in  Which  an  adul- 
'^•terotis  Jtipitir,  ^bh  inceftuous  Venus,  an 
^*  Bftf rping  ^rcules,  and  a  thieving  Cacus 
.    6  ••  were 
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*•  wcreFofrwfl^lgcas  of  ^^iVotfon'f  Tfmesy 
••  in  wHidi  V^riity  ivas  called  Orcatrtcfe  oF 
*^  Heart  J  l^ridc,  EltVatten  of  Spirit; 
^*  Haughtinyfe,  Magtianirftfty ;  Ufur^aSbn, 
••  Hcroifttai  and,  bh  thfc  contrary.  Mo- 
•*  dicfty;  •ReftrVc,  Moderation,  and  Retitc- 
*»  nrtnh  wd^e  treated  as  ti  lownefs  of  mthd, 
**  and  a  littlent/ifs,  ncit  brfy  ufbld^  Wui 
'^*  pernicibtts  to  Society ! 

^*  Btit  I  will  ttot^Vaittfh  him  foiMch  i 
♦*  I  virill  not*  make  a  eomparifdn  bctwech 
•*  tiur  age  and  the  firft  age  t>f  the  trhurch, 
•*  btrtconlfcrtt-niyfelf  with  comparing  our 
♦♦  tT»es  with  thofe  4n  which  the  Pstdiiias, 
♦♦the  -Ferrcres,  Jsrhd  the  Vittaniicvai  fiou- 
^  rifhcd.  Let  him  Wtft  me  if  there  is 
♦*  much  difference  between  wir  ttianners^ 
f  *  amd  thofe  oFthe  limes  I  fpcak  oF^  If  he 
knows  anything  of  hifto^y,  he-mtoift  iie- 
ceflarily  anfwer,  that  if  there  is  ^ny^if- 
***fercncte  tt  is  in  drefs,  in  fafliions,  in  the 
•*  greater  perfection  of  languages,  and  in 
•*  feme ctrftoms  purely  accidental  andexlte- 
•*  rior  >  for  as  to  the  reft,  there  then  reign- 
**  cd,  as  ftrcrc  now  reign,  the  fame  Wan- 
**  nerst  the  ianre  paffiops,  the  iame  intii-- 
•*  ^ifSHons/  the  farixe  vices,,  the  firtne  difor- 
•*dcrs,  only  that  indeed  they  were -more 
<^  fcandalbus  in  thofe  times  than  in*  th^fe,' 

^'  Not- 
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'^  Notwttfaftanding^  what  portentous,  whit 
'^  inniMxierdble  converiions  were  made  m 
^'  them  by  tbcfe  faints  !  What  a  train  did 
*'  they  draw  after  them  whenever  they 
<'  went  out  to  preach,  whole  cities  and 
*'  entire  provinces  being  depopulaljed  td. 
''  hear  them*  And  did  they  preach  tjbem* 
^^ /elves  ?  Did  they  in  thtfir  fermons  pro- 
'^  pofe  no  other  end  than  to  gain  applaufe 
^\  and  admiration^  to  fill  their  pocket€>  and 
''  make  a  noife  in  the  wof Id  ?  They  did 
'indeed  make  a. great  one^  but  was  this 
^'  what  they  aimed  at  ?  And  did  they  at* 
*'  .tain  it  by  means  fo  improper»  ib  indc- 
**  cent»  fp  unworthy,  and  I  muft  .  again 
«*  add  fo  facrilegipus  ?       .  '    ^ 

<'  Methinks  I  can  hear  the  Father 
'*  Prcdicador  fay  inwardly,  This  may 
«'  be  fo.;  but  I  fee  that  I  attain  it  by  the 
"  means  I  ufe,  for  I  likewife  make  a  noiie 
**  in  the  world,  I  am  followed,  I  am  ap- 
"  plauded,  I  am  admired.  Very  good. 
"  And  what  does  he  infer  from  this  ?  That 
*«  he  preaches  well  ?  That  he  knows  even 
*'  what  he  preaches  ?  O  how  bad  a 
'*  confequence  !  He  makes  a  noife ;  Q> 
**  likewife  do  a  company  of  {||p|yer8 
**  when  they  come  into  a  town.  He 
**  is  followed ;  fo  likewife  is  a  mounte^ 

**  bank. 
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V  bank,  a  bufFoon^  a  puppet-Hiew^man^ 
^'  and*  an  Harlequin,  when  they  (hew  their 
^'  dexterities  to  the  people.  He  is  ap- 
^'  plauded ;  but  by  whom  ?  By  thofe  who 
^^  liften  to  a  wretched  (hoeaiaker  as  to  an 
"  oracle,  and  thofe  who  celebrate  a 
preacher  as  they  would  a  player.  The 
people  are  all  admiration  when  they  hear 
"him;  but  at  what?  The  filly,  at  hig 
''  bardinefs  and  gefliculation  1  the  wife,  at 
^'  his.felf-fatisfadtion  and  his  folly. 

*«  Good  now.  Father  Predicador^  who 
*'  has  told  you  that  the  admiration  of  the 
^'multitude  is  the  daughter  of  defertB 
"  Very  frequently,  not  to  fay  moft  times^ 
'<  it  is  the  daughter  of  ignorance  in  the 
*•  admirers.  The  vulgar  generally  admire 
"  what  they  do  not  underftand ;  and 
^'  know.  Father/ that  in  all  claifes  of  men 
"  there  is  much  vulgar.  You  may  have 
"  read  or  heard  of  that  famous  orator, 
'*  who,  haranguing  before  all  the  people 
"  and  hearing  amongft  them,  in  the  mid- 
"  die  of  his  oration,  a  kind  of  joyful  mur- 
^'  mur  which  bordered  upon  acclamation, 
''  turned  to  a  friend  who  flood  near  him, 
«*  and  afked  him  with  furprife,  "  Have  I 
^  faid  any  thing  abfurd,  for  this  popular  ap- 
•*  plaufe  can  proceed  from  no  other  fourcc?" 
Vol.  I.  X  •'  Even 
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••  Even  Cicero  himfelf,  who  by  no  mean^ 
**  defpifed  app/aufe,  diftruftcd  it  if  it  was 
*'  too  frequent,  thinking  that>  ais  it  was 
**  not  poffible  always  to  deferve  it,  adula- 
tion or  ignorance  mu^  neceflafily  have 
part  in  it, — ^^  I  like  not  in  my  otations  to 
**  hear^  Excellent  /  Admirable  I  too  often — 
**  Belk  et  Praclar}  nimiumfcep}  nolo.** 

/*  Admiration  is  even  more  equivocal 
•*  than  praife;  this  muft  always  be  dircftcd 
*'  to  the  good  and  folid ;  that  may,  kecp- 
'*  ing  within  its  fphere,  be  limited  pre- 
**  cifely  to  the  fingular  and  new ;  for  the 
**  objedl  6f  admiration  is  not  the  good, 
**  but  the  rare.  And  therefore  a  French 
**  Jefuit  fays  judicioufly,  and  much  to  our 
'**  prefent  purpofe,  that  "  there  may  hap- 
pen, and  does  often  tappen,  to  be  a 
kind  of  paradox  in  fcrmons,  that  is,  that 
the  audience  may  juftly  admire  certain 
•*  parts  of  it  which  are  contrary  to  judg- 
**  ment  and  reafon  j  and  hence  it  proceed<> 
**  that  very  frequently  the  very  thing  is  a 
**  little  afterwards  condemned,  which  had 
**  at  firft  been  pralfed."  The  Father  Pre- 
^  dicador  may  often  have  obferved  it.  The 
^*  hearers  ftarid  liftening  to  the  fermon,^ 
**  each  transformed  into  a  lively  image  of 
**  Attention  herfelf  with  open  mouth,  en- 

*•  raptured 
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^'  raptured  by  the  graceful  prcfence  of  th« 
•'  prdacher,  by  the  elegafrce  of  his  adioh, 
•^  oy  the  fonoroufnefs   of    his  voice,    by 
•'  what  they  calf  the  elevation  of  his  ftylc> 
hy  the  chopping  of  his  fen tences.  by  the 
vivacity  of  his  expreffions,  by  his  feeling 
''  of  the  afFedionSr  by  the  acutencfs  of  the 
'*  objedlions  he  candidly  allows  to  his  po-^ 
'^  ihions,    and   the    beautiful    manner  it\ 
"  which  he  extricates  himfelf  by  their  fo« 
**  lutfon,  and  by  the  falfe  brilliancy  of  his 
^'  thoughts.     During  the  fermon  not  onp 
•*  of  them  ventures  to  move,  to  Air,  to 
**  fpit,  nor  even  to  draw  his  own  breath 
^  rudely,  left  he  (hould  lofe  fome  deliciou^i 
*'  particle    of  the   preacher's.     After  the; 
*^  fermon  Is  over»  it  is  all  approving  nods,. 
*'  all  murmurs,    all  figns  and    geftures  of 
*^  admiration.     At    coming    out    of  the. 
*^  charchf  it  is  all  knots  and  rings  of  men, 
''  and  in  them  all  eulogy,  all  exaggeration,. 
•*  all    aftoniihment.     **  Such    ^   man    as 
this  !'••    "  What    a    tongue    he    has  T* 
Such  a  wonderful  genius  V\ 
•^  But  what  follows  ?  Some  intelligent, 
mature  men,  of  good  criticifm  aild  found 
**  judgment,   who  heard  the  fermon   and 
•*  fuffered  not  themfclves    to   be  blinded,, 
•'  not  able  to  fuffer  that  to  6c  applauded 

X  2  **  which 


€€ 
€€ 


3o8       The    HISTORY^  of 

^'  which,  ought  to  be  abominated^  drop 
**  firft  one  thing  and  then  another^  till 
**  they  arraign  every  part  of  which  the 
^'  fermon  was  compofed^  and  niake  it  ap- 
**  pear  evidently  that  the  whole  was  a 
"  woof  of  impropriety,  ©f  ignorance^  of 
*•  folly,  of  poornefs,  or  to  fay  the  leaft 
**  that  can  be  faid,  of  futilities.  They 
'<  (hew  with  all  clearnefs  that  his  flyle, 
••  inftead  of  being  an  elevated  one,  was 
"  nothing  but  a  fwoln,  bombaftical,  fef- 
^'  quipedalian  rant,  made  up  of  leaves 
**  without  any  fruit ;  that  his  affedled  ca-» 
'^.dences  are  as  inconfident  with  good 
*^  profe  as  full  and  numerous  fentences, 
*«  but  void  of  mcafure,  are  to  good  verfci 
**  that  this  kind  of  ftyle  caufes  laughter,  or 
«'  rather  loathing  to  thofc  who  know  how^ 
*'  to  fpeak  and  wrjte ;  that  the  cxprcflions 
*'  ^yhich  are  called  lively,  were  only  of 
"  noifc  and  bawling ;  that  fuch  a  method 
**  of  feeling  and  exprcffirig  the  affcftions, 
**  was  that  which  is  proper  rather  to  a 
**  player  than  a  preacher,  laudable  on  the 
**  ftage  but  infufferable  in  the  pulpit ;  that 
'*  the  objedtions  were  fuch  aS  would  nevct 
*'  enter  into  any  but  his  own  idle  head, 
*<  and  the  folutions  of  thehi  as  arbitrary  as 
*<  futile;  that  the  thoughts  were  all  to  be 

«'  reduced 
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^  reduced  to  little,  colloquial,  juvcrtile 
*'  fayihgs,  jingling  and  playing  upon  words,' 
**  and  poetical  conceits  without  marrow  or 
**  folidity ;  that  in  all  the  fermon  there  was* 
*'  not  to  be  difcovered  a  grain  of  oratorical 
^'  faltf  as  it  had  not  the  moft:  diAant  ap- 
**  pearance  of  a  methodical  and  arranged 
•*  difcourfe,  nothing  of  concatenation,  no- 
"  thing  of  connexion,  nothing  of  ratioci- 
**  nation,  nothing  of  the  pathetic;  in  fhort, 
'*  that  it  was  an  untied  befom,  a  parcel 
•*  of  little  quaint  conceits  fpread  abroad,* 
**  trifling  thoughts  fcattered  here  and 
**  there,  and  that  this  was  the  fum  and 
•*  fubftance  of  the  whole  bufincfs.  So  that, 
**  all  things  well  confidered,  there  was 
•*  nothing  to  admire  or  to  applaud  in  our 
*'  preaclier  but  his  voice  aftd  adlion,  his 
•'  prefumption  and  nioft  reverend  Coram 
*•  vobis  *.  They  who  hear  judicious,  pe- 
**  netrating  men,  well-informed  in  the 
*'  fubjedt,  talk  in  this  manner,  recover 
*^  from  their  miftake  and  know  their  error,' 
*'  whence  the  preacher  who  in  the  morn- 
ing was  admired,  in  the  afternoon  is 
looked  upon  as   a  Zany ;    the   compaf- 
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♦  Jocularly  ufcd  for  a  good  prefence,  or  a  prcfenco 
of  gravity  and  dignky.  -     • 

X  3  •*  fionatc 
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"  fionate  beheld  bim  with  p^tpr,  tjie  ti^ii 
*'  with  cpnxttfiptf     . 

**  J  wpul4  wi{h  for  do  better  proof  of 
*•  thijB  truth  than  the  very  fcrmons  of  tjift 
*^  Father  Predicador,  Ho^  much  was 
**  celebrateid,  how  much  was  ^admired  fh^ 

ft 

"  famous  entrance  of  the  ferrnon  on  ijhfi 

V  jmofl:  holy  Trinity — /  </^^  /iStf/^  /i&^^  (c 

V  m  Gad  unity  of  ejjence  and  trinity  (^  p&zf 
*^/pns?  How  piuch  was  ?da»ired,  hpv 
^  much  W9S  extolled  the  other  of  the  fcr- 
*«  0U)n  on  the  Inczin^tion'^r^Q  your  I>€altbs^ 
^gentlemen  ?  What  rivalry  fpr  extrava* 
^  gance  in  the  eulogies  plentifally  .poured 
^'  forth  on  each  of  them  upon  finiihing  the 
^'  fundions  ?  But  how  long  did  thi^  pfaifi: 
«5  and  admiration  laft  ?  So  Ipng  ojnly  as 
**  fbme  jjealoua,  prudenti  aod  charitable 
f*  nian  Relayed  opening  the  eyes  pf  fhfl 
^'  hearers,  that  they  might  |cnow  tb^  ,th« 
^'  i^ril  proportion  had  been  a  moil  fcaod^^ 
*'  lous  her^fyi  aqd  the  fecond  a  deplorabli; 
^'  fottidmers  i  pr  that  at  leaiE^  whop  pacad-« 

V  fid  with  their  faving  cl^ufes,  they  had 
*'  turned  out  t^v^o  miferable  infipiditjes^ 
f'  For  the  firft  is  reduced  to  the  faying  that 
^*  many  heretics  have  denied  the  myfteryof 
«*  the  holy  Trinity ;  behold  what  an  exqui- 
^*  fite  information  !  And  the  &cond^  wheti 

^^we 
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•*.  we  hape  /(juccz^d  put  all  its  fubftanc e, 
**  arnQunt$  to  no   marc  than  tp  fay  that* 
**  Chrift,  or  the  divine  WoMt  .became  in- 
^*  ^carnate  for  the  falvatign  of  men  j  wha^ 
"  a  delicate  and  new  difpoyery  1  As  foon  as 
*^  jhq  hciarers   favy  thefe   ttiinjgs  .  in  their 
A*  right  ligh.t,  they  were  afhamed  of  what 
**"  they  Jhad  a  Hvle  before  admired  ;  and  I 
**  jknoAjr  yer^  Avell  that  it  was  fo  ^iven  tQ 
**  be  Madcj-ftpo4  to  the  Father  Predicador^ 
**  <H\  the  very  afternoon  ,bpth  of  the  Tri- 
**  nity  an^  the  Incarnation,  if  he  had  beea 
**  pleafed  to  underftand  it,   *  For  ^oing  tp 
*'  vifit  his  female  penitents  *,  as  is  his  f;uf- 
**  tpga  pn  the  days  he  preaches,  to  collei?: 
**  the.  plaudits   of    the  drawing-rooms  f-, 
••  a  certa^m  ypung  lady  told  him,  on  th^t 
'*  of  the  Trifiity,  •*  Jefusi  Father  Pre4i- 
*'  ca^pr^  ,6pd  forgive  you  for  the  fright 
**  you  put.  .me  into  by  the  beginning  of 
^*  your  ff  rpfipii !  J  wap  really  afraid  that  the 
•*  Cqnp^ij^ary  of  the  JHdly  .Office  would 
**  hayr  filenped    ySHi,    and    carried    you . 
^^  fro;»  rthc  .puJpit    to   the  inquifition  j" 

.♦  Thofc  to  Whom  \kt  18  father  cbnfcflbr, 

+  In  the  original  Los  E/trarltSs  tbc  roon^s  a<lomc<l 

iters.    Tea  iflbUs^  could  the,eiu)re(rion  Jbe  a(low,ed^  WQuId 
W  the  correfpbnding  Englilh  idiom; 

'  X  4  I  know 
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**  I  know  likcwifc  that  another  lady  faid 
**  to  him  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Incar* 
•*  nation,  *'  When  your  Reverence  began 
*^  your  fermon  this  morning  I  thought  I 
^^  was  afleep  and  dreaming,  and  that 
**  inftcad  of  having  carried  me  to  church 
they  had  carried  me  to  the  tavern." 
They  were  both  delicate  flrokes  of  fa- 
'*  tire,  and  well  deferved ;  but  as  the  Fa- 
**  ther  Predicador  has  an  happy  knack  of 
**  converting  all  to  aliment,  he  was  tickled 
*'  at  the  witty  praife  and  exulted  in  his 
f*  fuccefs. 

*«  This  is  what  the  Father  Predicador 
**  gains,  even  from  thofe  perfons  who  are 
*•  no  otherwife  enlightened,  than  by  a 
*'  tolerable  {hare  of  moral  fenfe — to  be 
'*  contemned  by  them,  and  efteemed  as 
**  he  deferves.  Thofe  who  are  more  cul- 
**  tivatedi  thofe  who  have  fomc  tindurc 
*'  of  good  tafte,  and  ibove  all,  thofe  who 
"  look  not  with  indifference  on  fo  ferious 
and  facred  a  miniftry  of  Religion,  can- 
not exjprefs  the  grief  they  feel  to  fee  it 
**  fo  profaned  in  his  mouth,  and  their 
^^  compaiHoo  at  the  unhappy  mifapplica- 
*'  tion  of  talents,  which,  managed  as  they 
'^  ought  to  be,  might  be  very  ferviceablc 
J*  to  the  good  of  fouls,    to  the  glory  of 

"  God, 
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*«  God,  to  the  honour  of  our  Holy  Order, 
^^  and  to  the  folid  and  real  reputation  of 
**  the  Father  Predicador.  He  cannot 
*^  doubt  the  particular  inclination  I  have 
**  always  manifefted  for  him  ever  fincc  he 
"  wa5  my  novice  j  the  rigours  from  which 
"  I  freed  him  when  I  was  the  fuperior  of 
•*  his  convent,  and  the  eftimation  in  whicH 
'*  I  held  his  endowments  when  I  was  his 
*^  Provincial  j  fince  it  was  I  who  firfl:  fet 
'•him  in  aconfpicuous  place,  appointing 
*•  him  to  one  of  the  pulpits  moft  fought 
•'  after  of  any  in  the  province.  He  rourt: 
**  remettxber  the  paternal  letter  which  t 
*^  wrote  to  him  upon  this  occafion,  ftrong- 
"  ly  recommending  to  him  that  he  would 
*' juftify  rriy  confidence,  and  avoid  giving 
*'  caufe  for  my  being  infulted  by  thofc 
**  who  cenfured  this  elcdlion,  without 
**  doubt  becaufe  they  knew  him  better 
**  than  I  did;  that  he  would  preach  Chrift 
•*  crucified  and  not  preach  himfclf,  or  at 
leaft  that  he  would  preach  with  piety 
and  judgment,  if  he  fhould  not  have  the 
*^  fpirit  to  do  it  with  zeal  and  fervour;  **I 
*•  protcft  to  him  that  I  feel  not  fo  much 
^^  remorfe  from  any  of  the  many  injudici- 
f^  ous  things  I  did  in  my  Provincialfhfp,**'U 
f  ^  though  I  call  God  to  witnefs  that  I  Aid 

"  them 
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*•  ihem  all  with  the  heft  ijiijtcAtion-i-Tas 
'*  from  having  made  the  Father  f  rigr  Bias 
*.*  a  Preacher,  eatruiliag  the  copyerfiono^ 
**  fouls  to  one  who  thiixks  .9/  nRtlxijag  lefe 
V  than  of  converting  them,  mf^  who  (hcw5 
*•  there  is  fo  much  ncceflity  even  for  the 
^*  converfion  of  his  own.  /  ^ave  hioi  to 
'^  be  knpwn  in  the  world,  wheii  it  wqvU 
**  Jiave  bieen  better  fojr  him  tp  Ji*ve  ibeen 
^*  kept  in  thefolitudc  of  ^hc- clpiftex  «n4 
**  the  retiremeDt  of  the  choir,  /  was  the 
'^  4inbappy  occalion  of  his  htifx^  madp 
^*  giddy  by  the  applaufc  of  fools,  ,aftd  prpr 
f^  ^ipitated  .by  bis  vanity  into  thp  contempt 
^^jb£  wife  mc^n^  I  know  Its  J  bewail  it, 
••*  but  now  I  .cwnot  remedy  it^  Xwpe  I  kfi 
f*  \yith  unutterAble  gi;ief  tha,t  cvjen  twitjbin 
'^  the  coqampnity  there  are  Op^  yvftOJtlog 
•«  .defenders,  panegyriijts,  ap4  jfoipepter^  flf 
•*  Jhis  vanity  and  nwdnefs ;  fonae  fro^i  the 
^'  jw^jnt  of  knowing  better,  ihtfi^  /rqgi 
f^^dulation,  fome  jfew  frorp  ii^tereft,  and 
^'thc  grcateft  p^irt  from  fpffering  .th?TO- 
•^  fclves  to  be  drawn  down  the  infcftiqus 
;**  ftream  of  cuftom,  guided  fo^ejy  by  the 
.  <*«  ibomings  of  the  fenicleft  .qi^^titude. 

-**  Amongfl:  the  lafl  I  reckon  thofe  poor 
,t^'^ youths,  ft^dQnts  of  this  houie,  in  Phi- 
^\lpfophy  and  Theology,   tQiwhpm  up-, 

"fpcakable 
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•*  fjpcakal)lp  ij^nwgc  is  cjouie  hy  the  jcxt 
*'  ample  of  the  Predicftdpr.  Titfy  fee  hiw 
^*  applgudc4* ,  cekbrftted^  fcn^ght  for,  hr 
'<  vourpd  wjUb  prefq;it$,  aod  .abonadiog 
^^9P^t^  <:oaTeRicnpic3 ;  Jthey  hefir  tljje  Far 
«'  thcf  Predicador  jKimfeJtf  waking  a  pVCr 
''  rilp  pAentatxpn  of  them,  valuing  bimfe}f 
«'  amch  upon  tUe  b^rvpft  .he  reaps  .frp» 
**  the  jScld  Qf  the  Verbum  Dfii^  cxjt^JHing 
*^  tl^e  utility  and  the  xcput^tion  of  }[ii% 
*' profefHon,  whijft  he  mal^^s  a  xnocls^of 
'<  thjit  of  the  leflurens  and  vw&fiXSt  (he 
**  tutors  of  the  order,  whom  he  tceals  As.a 
'^  poor,  pififuj,  hegg?rj[y,.:fprrgQd's-i;aking 
*/  fircw,  ao4  twhen  he  is  pleafed  .to  hf^  JVry 
'*  witfy^  as  caroelcons  wh©  Uve  .uppp  the 
!•*  air  i>i  ^heir  cfgocs,  haying  thci;*  cppr 
f'  boar4s  as  void  of  jchftcglftte  w  their 
?'4ie2^ds  full  flf  impertinent  jq^ueft^ns, 
♦*  WhajL  6>Uows?  why,  they  coaecive  Vi> 
^*  Ij^orror  at  fcholaftic  Jftudy,  {p  .nex:pfl&ry 
♦*  Jto  the  undcrftgnding  the  wyftcri^s  t\n4^ 
(*  th<e  poipts  qf  faith,  aud  to  the  ayqiding 
'<  rp  0)^0^  Jib£iirdities  ^  ^re  Aid  both  qgi 
^^  ^99  aod  the  other  by  th.e  Father  VjM^lr 
•^  piidpri  they  giw  themfelvcs  ,up  to  the 
**  re|4iqg  volumes  qf  fifelefs,  .wretched 
f^  fermons,  or  to  the  tranfcribing  fqch  ijnr 

^^  li)bQantial».ridipulQUS^and  even.per9icipw 
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**  ones  as  thofc  of  the  Father  Friar  Bias  j 
•*  they  make  him  their  model,  copying 
**  even  his  gefture  and  aftion>  without  ad- 
**  verting  that  what  may  appear  well  when 
**  it  is  naturals  becomes  rifible  and  con- 
**  temptible  in  imitation.  This  is  the 
**  milk  they  are  fed  with,  and  afterwards 
**  they  turn  out  to  be  the  divcrfion  of  the 
•'  vulgar,  the  admiration  of  the  ignorant, 
•*  the  fcorn  of  the  judicious,  the  grief  of 
^*  the  compaflionate  and  pious,  the  (hame 
**  of  the  order,  and  fometimes  its  fcourge 
**  and  torment. 

•  •'  We  all  fee  it  in  that  poor,  fimple,  in- 
*•  toxicated  Friar  Gerund.  His  fimplicity 
*'  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Father  Predi- 
««  cador  on  the  other  are  both  concurring 
**  to  ruin  him  completely.  Though  he 
**  does  not  want  talents,  by  which  in  time 
*'  he  might  approve  himfelf  a  fcrviccable 
*'  man,  yet  I  fee  plainly  that  he  will  give 
**  us  caufe  to  more  than  blufh  for  him. 
"  He  cannot  fo  much  as  bring  himfelf  to 
*'  ftudy  a  conference,  or  apply  to  the  un- 
«*  dcrftanding  of  a  queftion,  and  looks  with 
•*  liorror  on  fcholaftic  learning,  idly  era- 
**  ploying  himfelf  in  reading  printed  fer- 
**  ttions  and  tranfcribing  the  manufcripts 
*•  of  Friar  Bias;  for  I  am  told  that  he  is 

"  fcarcely 
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*'  fearccly  ever  out  of  his  cell,  that  he  has 
^*  there  full  leave  and  licence  to  breakfaft, 
•*  to  take  his  afternoon's  refrefhraent,  and 
*'  to  wafte  his  time;  that  the  Father  Pre- 
•*  dicador  is  continually  imbuing  him  with 
*^  all  his  maxims,  and  even  infedling  him 
•*  likewise  with  all  his  aflFeSions  and  dif- 
affedions,  not  only  to  the  great  hin- 
drance of  his  good  education,  but  to  the 
*•  great  detriment  of  charity  and  fraternal 
^'  and  religious  union. 

"  Therefore  if  my  dear  Father  Predica- 
**  dor  has  any  love  for  our  holy  Mother 
**  the    community,    if   he  has   any    zeal 
**  for  the  falvatlon  of  the  fouls  which  Jefus 
**  Chrift  redeemed  by   his    moft  precious. 
**  blood,  if  his  own  folid  and  real  reputa- 
**  tion  defcrves  any  regard,  I  conjure  him 
"  by  that  moft  precious  blood  of  Jefus  that 
"  he  will  change  his  conduct:  Let  the  end 
•'he    aims   at   in   his   fermons    be  more 
*'  noble,    more  chrlftian,    more  religious^ 
**  and   very  different  will   be   his  difpofi- 
**  tion ;    let  him   preach    Chrift  crucified 
*'  and  not  preach  himfelf,  and  he  certain- 
**  ly  will  not  beftow  fo  much  pains  on  the 
**  affeded  adorning  of  his  perfon;  let  him 
••  fcek  no  other  intereft  than  that  of  fouls^ 
**  Da  mwi  animas^  catera  tolle  tibh  and  I 
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••  am  dotifident  he  will  preach  ir>  another 
"  manner;    let  him  ndt  be  folicitous  for 
applaufes  but  cortVerfions,  and  he   may 
be?  affufed  chat  he  will  rtot  only  procure 
•«  the  converfions  he  is  anxious  for,  but 
"the  applaufcs   alfo    fof    which    he    is 
^  unan3tiou$,     and    thefe    of    an    order 
much  iaperior  to  the  ptipular  and  vain 
praifesi  ii^  which  he  at  preferit  finds  fo 
*•  many  charms.     Above  all  I  charge, 
*^  intreat^  I  befeech  hinij  that  if  he  make 
*'  no  accotint  of  what  I  fay,  artd  obftihate- 
**  ly  perfevere  in  the  miftaken  courfe  he 
**  has  hitherto  purfued,    at  leaft  fie  will 
**  not  be  the  teacher  of  erroneous  dodtfinc, 
••  form  a  pernicious   fchool,,  and  imitate 
"  the  dragon  which  with  his  fail   drew 
**  after  him  the  third  part  of  the  ftars  of 
•*  heaven.     Let  him  tremble  at  that  dread- 
•*  ful  denunciation  of  worfe  than  the'mill- 
*•  ftone    and   the    fca  againft   thofe   who 
*•  fhall  offend — who  lliall  occafibn  the  fall 
*^  of— -the  little  ones;  and  let  him  not  al- 
/*  tribute  the  charitable,  private,  artd  pa- 
*'  ternal   admonition    I  now  give  him   to 
*^  impertinence,  prefuniption,  or  the  pee- 
*'  viflindfs  of  age,  bujt  let  him  look  upon 
••  it  as  the  ftrortgeft  proof  bf  that  real  love 
*'  for  him  which  I  ingenuoufly  profcfs."  * 
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CHAR    IV. 

Of  nxfbat    pajfei    aftenbards    between  tBs 
Predieddot  Mayor ^  and  Friar  Geruhd* 

WITH  the  moft  folcmn  attention, 
and  without  betraying  the  leafll 
token  of  itnpatienccy  did  Friar  Bias  receiver 
the  long  fermon  driven  into^  him  by  the 
Rcfvcrend  Father  Ex-provincial,  and  fuf- 
fered  the  difcharge  of  all  his  (hot  with 
fuch  coTitrnenice,  that  any  one  woirld  have 
fworn  that  he  had  been  convinced,  per-* 
fuaded^  ind  already  changed  into  anotheif 
man :  for,  fays  the  legend  of  the  order, 
be  liftened  to  him  with  a  grave  coun-* 
tenance,  with  downcaft  eyes,  with  his 
hands  under  his  fcapulary,  with  his  body 
hiclined  forward  in  humble  pofture,  ap->  * 
plying  the  left  ear  a  little  as  if  not  to  lofe 
a  fyllable,  without  fneczing,  without  fpit-^ 
ting,  and  even  without  pulling  out  his  box 
and  taking  a  pinch  of  fnufF  all  the  time 
that  the  miffitJit  lafted.  And  now  the 
good  Ex-provincial  was  inwardly  applaud- 
ing himfelf  upon  tlie  happy  conqucft  j  now 
ft  thoufand  times  fortunate  did  he  think 
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the  hour  in  which  he  had  (Jetermined  to 
fpeafc  to  him  with  fo  much  refolution  and  ^ 
clearnefs ;  and  now  was  he  about  to  throw 
his  arms  round  his  neck  and  give  him  .a 
thbufand  congratulations^  upon  his  having 

'  at iaft  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  rea- 
fon  when  he  faw  the  good  Prcdicador 
look  up  upon  him  ferenely^  draw  his  hands 
from  under  his  fcapulary,  red:  his  right 
elbow  on  the  arm  of  the  chair,  rub  his 
hand  round  hi^  chin,  then  put  it  into  his 

'  lleeve,  pull  out  his  fnufF-box,  give  two 
deliberate  taps  upon  the  lid,  open  it,  take 
a  pinch,  and  fixing  his  eyes  Aeadily  in  his 
face  fay  with  great  compofure,  **  Has  your 
paternity  done?"  *^  Yes,  I  have  done." 
*'  Then,  our  Father,  let  me  tell  you  a 
ftory.  , 

**  A  crazy  fellow  was  prefent  at  a  fermon 
preached   in   a  ^  certain   MiOion    upon  the  • 

•  univerfal  judgment.  A  truly  fervent  and 
apoftolic  zeal  was  exerted  by  the  Miflion- 
ary,  who  left  his  audience  fo  ftruck,  and 
imprefled  with  awe,  that  even  after  the 
fermon  was  finKhed  there  was  no  noife  or 
motion  for  fome  time.  The  crazy  fellow 
availed  himfclf  of  this  compunctious  fi- 
lencc,  and  bawled  out,  "  Gentlemen,  all 
<'  that  the  Father  Mifiionary  has  told    ua 
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^^  about  judgment,  and  judgment,  and  judg- 
^^  xhent,  without  doubt  ought  to  be  ib;  but 
^^  nondufit'Oemt  boramea^  and  I  maintain  the 
*^  contrary  with  the  moft  learned  fiarradas/' 
*'  Has  your  Paternity  any  commands  to 
Ccvico  dc  la  Torre,  for  I  go  early  to-mor« 
row  morning  ?*'  And  without  waiting  for 
any  reply  he  rofe  from  his  chair.  Opened 
the  door,  and  went  away  to  his  cell-— 

In  which  he  was  waited  for  by  his  be- 
loved Friar  Gerund,  who  befides  being  aa 
eternal  admirer  of  the  madnefs  and  abfur-^ 
dities  of  Friar  Bias  (which  of  itfelf  would 
have  been  a  fufficient  reafon  for  his  being 
much  efteemed  by  him)  was  a  plump, 
tight  little  Friar,  of  a  good  countenance, 
and  very  orderly  in  his  manners  and  de- 
portment, which  made  him  much  carefled 
not  only  by  the  Father  Predicador  Mayor, 
but  in  general  by  all  the  grave  Fathers  of 
the  houfe,  amongil  whom  there  was  even 
a  kind  of  jealoufy  and  competition  which 
Ihould  make  moil  of  him.  They  ufed 
to  fend  him  from  the  upper  table  fruit, 
and  other  extraordinaries,  when  they  were 
allowed  only  to  the  feniors,  and  not  to  the 
Collegiate  Fathers  i  upon  which  account 
he  was  envied,  watched,  and  abufed  by 
the  latter,  efpecially  as  he  grew  infuifcr- 
Vc;l.  I.  Y  ably 
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ably  vain  upon  the  favour  of  their  Reve« 
renceSy    and    pradifed    many  tricks   and 
artifices    to    preferve    and    encreafe   theil 
fondnefs;  and  then  the  hcrror  which  be 
entertained   for  all  fchplaflic  learning  af- 
forded them  many  occafions  of  laughing  at 
and  mortifying  him,  which  were  by  no 
means  loft   upon  the    young  rogues    the 
Audenits.     But  Priar  Gerund  did  not  mind 
it ;  .endeavouring  at  all  adventures  to  cul- 
tivate the  predilection  of  the  ruling  pow-* 
ers;   and    amongft  them  all  he  bad  the  1 
^greateft  veneration  and  attachment  to  the 
gallant)    the  airy,    the  elegant,    and  the 
judicious  Father  Predicador  Mayor,  which 
however  he  concealed  as  carefully  as  ptif- 
fiblc  from  the  Teft. 

As  foon  as  Friar  Bias  entered  the  cell 
he  told  Gerund  all  that  had  pafTed  with 
our  Father,  gave  him  an  abftraA  of  his 
fermon,  mimicked  his  voice,  gefture,  and 
manner,  criticized  his  words,  and  laughed 
at  and  defpifcd  the  whole,  treating  him  as 
an  oU  Grey-'beardt  Mumffimus^  Codger,  An-' 
tidiluviani  with  fuch  other  complimentary 
titles;  and  in  the  end,  faid,  '<  as  the  mif- 
fion  has  lafted  fo  long,  my  boy,  I  want  to  do 
a  certain  affair,  and  fo  with  thy  leave/*— 
he  retired  to  the  alcovej  drew  the  curtain, 

did 


did  what  hq  wanted  to  do.  and»  the  fuiic** 
tion  fihiflieg,  told  him,  *'  Thou  know'ft  I 
go  tQ-mocrpv^  morning  to  Ccvica  ♦  de  la 
Torre,  to  preach  the  fermon  of  St.  Bcnc- 
.  di^  in  his  hermitage  pn  the  hill;  it  is  aio- 
lemn  devotion  of  the  place,  it  is  now  tKc 
Fcftiyal  of  Flovvers  *,  thefe  is  a  pilgrim- 
i^ge,  f nd  a  doublon  of  cigtjt  crowns  is  to 
be  paid  for  the  fermon.  Firft  of  all  talcc 
thefp  fweetrpeats  (apd  he  filled  his  fleeve 
with  fooie  he  took  out  of  a  box)  let  us 
Ihut  the  door  that  we  may  not  be  difturbed 
by  any  of  their  mule-headed  reverences, 
and  fit  thee  down,  for  thou  fhalt  hear  one 
of  the  beft  iermons  I  ever  made  in  my 
life. 

**  The  title  and  fubjefl:,  TAe  Science  of 
Jguprance  in  the  wife  Ignorance  of  Science  J* 
•*  Stop,  Father  Predicador,*'  diredlly  inter- 
rupted Gerund,  **  fay  no  more,  for  this 
alone  inchants  me.  This  trick- track,  this 
playing  and  ringing  the  charygcs  upon  the 
words,  in  which  your  Paternity  couches 
the  fubjedts  of  almoft  all  your  fermons,  is 
a  thing  that  quite  raviflies  me.  T'be  Science 
qflgriorance  in  the  wife  Ignorance  of  Science  1 
O,  a  finer  thiiig  could  not  have  been  faid ! 

*  One  of  the  names  for  Eafter,  becauie  at  that  time 
the  flowers  appear. 
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In  truth  I  do  not  very  well  onderfiand  what 
it  fignifies;  but  what  founds  to  me^  founds 
to  me  1  and  let  it  fignify  what  it  will^  it  is 
a  great  thing/'  **  It  fignifies  no  other» 
replied  the  Predieador»  than  what  St.  Paul 
faysj  *^  That  the  fcience  of  the  faints  is 
*'  true  wjfdooit  and  that  the  wifdom  of 
^*  this  world  is  true  ignorance  and  folly." 
^'  What,  does  it  fignify  no  more  than 
that?'*  *•  No-"  •«  But,  God  defend  me  I 
who  would  have  thought  it  ?  Any  other 
than  your  Reverence  would  have  faid  fim* 
ply  that  St.  Benedid  knew  what  was  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  know,  and  was  ignorant  of 
what  was  unnecefTary;  and  in  this  manner, 
though  every  one  would  have  underftood 
it,  it  might  be  laid  too  by  every  plough^ 
man.  But  to  propofe  fo  common  a  thing 
with  the  fpecial  air  that  your  Paternity 
propofes  it,  no  man  in  the  world  has  the 
grace.  Let  the  other  fubjed  declare  it,  of 
the  fermon  you  preached  two  months  ago 
at  the  chapter  for  the  eledion  of  Convent- 
officers,  T'Ae  EleSHon  of  Re^itudtf  for  the 
Refiitude  of  EleSion.  Sooner  than  I  ihaU 
forget  that  fubjedt  I  (hall  forget  my  own 
name.  But  now  we  are  talking  of  it, 
won't  your  Reverence  expbun  the  con* 
ception  to  me  ?  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  did 

not 
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not  thoroughly  penetrate  it :    It  feemed  to 
xhe,  I  confefsy  to  be  faying,  that  in  order 
that  the  eledHon  (hould  be  right,  it  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  there  (hould  be  a  right 
eledion.     But  this,  it  is  clear,  your  Pater- 
nity cpuld  not  mean,    for  it  would  have 
been  ont  of  Pero  GruUo's  truths  *.  "  Peace, 
limpleton,  (replied  Friar  Bias  diredly)  foi: 
it  is  clear  that  I  meant  to  fay  nothing  elfe; 
and  there  was  the  cream  of  the  jeil,  to 
fay  a  Perogrullada  in   fuch  a  manner  that 
it  0iould   feem  to  be  a  thing  of  another 
world.      If  thou    wilt  call   to   mind  the 
.  clear^  perfpicuous,  and  brilliant  manner  in 
which  I  fct  off  this  propofition  in  order  to 
introduce  my  difcourfe,  thou   wouldeft  fee 
clearer  than  the  fun  at  noon,  what  I  meant 
;to^  fay."      "  As   I  am  a  chriftian,"    faid 
Gerund,    '•  I   don't    now    remember    it, 
though  I  have  the  fermon  in  •my  cell,  as 
your  Paternity  knows  I  diredlly  tranfcribed 
it."     "  Then  I  will  refrcfli   thy  memory 
with  it,  as  I  have  it  ftrong  in  mine." 

•  Per9  Grullo*s  truths  are  felf-cvidcnt  things  formally 
aflerted ;  called  fo  from  fonie  fimpleton  of  that  name 
who  thought  himfelf  mighty  wife,  in  making  difcoveries 
<of  things  known  to  all  the  world.  One  of  tbefe  truths 
is  faid  to  bet  that  it  is  cuftomary  for  men,  Comer  for  t(i 
hoca  y  ci^tirp^r  el  cuh — to  cat  with  their  mouths. 

From  the  proper  name    is  formed  the  fubftantive 
Pirogrullada^  which  fignifies  one  of  thefe  truths. 

Y  3  "The 
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'*  The  Sdfutirioii'beills;'enB'e<l,'(for'tBstt 
was  wine  of '  ahother  cafk,    as  Wc    hy)  1 
began  my  fermon  with   this  apbftrophc'tb 
the  Sacrament  which.' ftoqd   open    to  iHb 
view,  AmoroUjly  wife'dojl  tbdu  vffer  tbyjelf^ 
Sovereign    ^acramenttd   Monarch ,    as    ibc 
Majler  and  DtreSiof  of  thu  Chapter.     Note, 
By  the   way,    the '  fuitablenefs   of  callirfg 
tTic  Sacrament  the  prefident  of  the  chapter, 
arid  tell  me  if  any  one  could  have  hit  on 
this?    I  then  added.    For  the  moji  exaB 
reSlftude  of  eleStion^    this  dugufl  Sacrament 
offers  to  the  ekSiors  vital  light :  a  pererhptory 
an4  concVufive  ^  proof  Ego  fum  panis  'viia. 
Obferve  tliat  of  panis  vita  for  vital  light. 
But  as   the  eledlors  were  many,  and  each 
had  a  life,  good  or  bad,  as  is  beft  known 
to  God,  for  it  does  not  bdorig  to  'tis  to 
fcrutinize  other  people's  lives,  and 'as  the 
text  fpoke  only  of  one  life,  wV^?,*  it 'was 
jnecefTary  to'have   one  which'  flioQm*fjpteak 
of  many  :  I  found  it  as  coniplete  is  I  could 
wifli  in   the  Syriac,    which   reads,    Panis 
vitarum.  Now  then  we  have  the  Sacraftictit, 
the  bread  of  many  lives :  but  forafmtich  as 
thefe  lives  imight  be  the  lives  of  choriilers, 
Dutlers,  clerks,  and  junior  Friars,  who  have 
no  vote  in  the  chapter,  and  as  J  bad  need 
precifely  of  a  Sacrament  which  (hould  be 
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the  bread  of  the  lives  of  the  Capitular  Fa-! 
thers  and  eledtors^  here  was  my  happinefs 
and  (kill ;  I  foutifl  it  exaftly  as  J  could  de- 
fire  in  Zacharias,  in.  Tyrinusj  in  Meho- 
.chius,  and  in^Lyra^  for  thefirfl:  calls  the 
Sacrament  Frumentum  EleSlo'rum^  tne  "fe- 
cond  JPanem  EleSlorum^  the  third  Frumen^ 
turn  Ele^orum^  and  the  fourth  (ays,  Fru-' 
mentum  ,Ele£lorum  efi  Corpus  C6nijli  cotife^ 
Cf  atum  pane  frumentiJ!* 

**  .Why,  your  paternity  is  a  very  devil| 
or  at  Ica/l.has  a  famjlliar/'  interrupted  Gc-;- 
rund,  not  able  to  contain  himfclf,  *'  where. 
a  plague !  could  you  ^find  texts  fo  td  tlie 
purpqfc,  fo  to  an  hair,  and  which  fpcak  of 
tbi  bread  (f  Electors  fo  clearly,  that  they 
mighrt  be  underftood  by  the  arranteft  clown 
who  goes  to   fell  honey  at' the  town  of 
.  Bejarr  ?,  Now  I  remember  ;  and  particular- 
ly that   when  I  heard  thofe  texts   in   the 
^iermon,  I  was  aftonifhed.     It  is  tme  that 
.fpeaking  of  them  afterwards  with  a  Father 
mafter  of  the  houfe,  who  loves  me  mucT), 
he  lift  me  a  little  confufed  ,•  for  he  told  me 
roundly  that  ail  pf  them,  in  the  ienfe  in 
*  which    your  ^  Paternity  underftood   them, 
were  the  greateft  of  abfurditi«$  and  cog- 
nizable by  the  inquiiidon;  that  both  the 
text  and  the  interpreters  only  meant  that  the 

Y  4  Sacrament 
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Sacrament  was  the  bread  of  the  eled  6 
chofen  rouI$9  whifch  alone  were  (ignified 
}^y  EleSlorumi  that  to  apply  it  to  the 
cleAors  merely  for  the  fake  of  foand,  was 
an  intolerable  abufe  of  facred  fcriptare, 
condemned  by  the  council  of  Trent,  by  the 
popes,  and  by  the  inqaifition^  that  this 
tribunal  had  lately  puniHied  a  preacher  in 
Rome,  becaufe  in  his  funeral  fermon  upon 
Cardinal  Cibo  he  had  faid  that  the  flefh.  of 
Chrift  in  the  Sacrament  was  really  an^ 
truly  the  flcfli  of  the  Cardinal,  proving  tt 
.with  this  text,  Caro  mea  ver}  eji  crsu^, 
which  that  madman  (fo  the  Father  maftcr 
called  him)  took  it  into  his  head  to  under- 
.  fland  jufl  as  your  Paternity  was  pleafed  to 
undcrftand  the  Frumentum  EleSlorum:  that 
if  it  fbould  be  permitted  to  ufe  or  abufe 
holy  fcripture  with  fuch  groflhefs  there 
would  not  be  herefy,  abfurdity,  or  fin  that 
might  not  be  proved  by  it ;  and  fo  he  went 
'  on  ftringing  fuch  a  heap  of  things  as  put 
me  in  much  confufion,  and  I  don't  know 
how  I  bad  the  patience  to  hear  them/* 

*^  And  didft  thou  make  any  account  of 
them  ?*'  "  No,  Father  Predicador  j  why 
{hould  I  make  account  of  them,  when  I 
knew  as  well  as  if  I  was  in  him  that  it  was 
all  nothing  but  envy ;  for  that  fame  Father 

mafter 
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/naftcr  is  a  fplenetic  mortal,  and  knows 
nothing  but  his  ErgQs^  his  theology,  his 
Bible^  his  councils,  his  holy  Fathers,  and 
—your  humble  fervant.  Take  him  thence, 
and  he  knows  not  a  word :  he  never  read» 
not  he,  neither  the  Theatre  of  the  Gods, 
nor  Rabidus  Textor,  nor  Aulas  GelliuSp 
nor  the  Natalis  Comes,  nor  Alexander  ab 
Alexandro,  nor  Pliny,  nor  Picenelus ;  and 
now  to  be  fure  he  mufl  be  curioufly  qua* 
lified  to  und^rfland  fermons  and  to  know 
how  texts  of  fcripture  are,  or  are  not  to  be 
brought  in!  and  as,  befides,  Yis  a  poor 
fneaking  dog,  who  drinks  his  chocolate 
out  of  a  wooden  di{h,  and^fees,  thanks  be 
to  God,  the  cell  of  your  Paternity  fo  plen- 
tifully provided  with  every  thing,  he  rots 
with  envy  as  faft  as  he  can  rot,  and  hence 
it  comes  that  with  him  your  Paternity  can 
do  nothing  right,"  *'  Let  me  embrace 
thee,  my  dear  boy,"  faid  Friar  Bias  at 
hearing  this,  *^  for  thou  wilt  be  the  hon- 
our of  the  order :  take  thefe  four  cakes  of 
chocolate  to  ferve  thee  in  my  abfence,  and 
let  us  go  on  with  the  capitular  fermon." 

««  We  will  talk  of  that  fermon  another 
day,  (faid  Friar  Gerund,)  for  as  your  Pa- 
ternity is  to  go  in  the  morning  I  fear  left 
we  may  not  have  time  to  read  that  of  St« 

Benedid, 
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3^pedi£t,  thopgh  it  b.e  no  giore  than  the* 
^lutatiop9  apd.I  am  dying  to  hear  it» 
9S  only  the  tjiought  of  T^e  fcience  of  igno^' 
ranqe  in  tbewt/i  ignorance  pf  fcience  has  ex- 
cited Aifh  a  cuno{ity  in  me  that  it  is  a  very 
horror/*  ?*  Thou  art  right,"  anfwercd 
Friar. B^as,  f*  Jet  us  go  that;  here  it  is  on 
the  table.  Obferve,  we  are  now  in  the 
Spring,  it  is  the  fedival  of  flowers,  and  the 
hermitage  of  the. faint  is  ^n  the  country: 
jQ.Qw  bear, 
'**  To  the  celebrated  God  of  Mirthj 
VGrecc?,  5paria,  ^nd  Theffaly  confecrat- 

*  ed.  fplemn  feftive  rites  on  the  twenty- 
'.  feventh  day  of  March  ;  Thefjdlibuic  Deo 

*  Ri/ui  quotannis^  rerA  divinam  in  Jumma  ke^ 

*  titia  faciebat ^  fays  Rabifius  T.extot.  They 
*,.WOve    green    garlajnds  ^enamelled    with 

*  many-coloured  flowprs, .  offering  a  iprin^ 
^  of  enjpyment  to  the  homagfid/God  of 

*  mirth ;  .  V^rfiis  ^  intfxens  Jtoribus  arva—^ 

*  fijibus  &  grandes  mirata  ejl  Ro^m  cacbtn^ 
'  wx,.  lays  Lilius  Gir^ldus.  This  deity 
f  offered  himfelf.  to  their  worfliip  in  the 

*  figure  of  a  naked  youth,  crowned  with 
^  myrtle,  adorned  with  wiqgs,  and  in  tne 

*  fropdofity  of  a.  pleafant  jneadpw ;  I^uer 

*  nudus^ .  alatusy    myrthoque  ct)ronatuSf  qui 

*  humifedebat,  fays  Vincentius  Cartarias.*' 

"Did'ft 
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•  '^iDitf  ftihoa-eyer  feca  raorcfflowcfy  ;«!••' 
trance  to  a  fpring  fermon  at  ^the  fefthcal  q£ 
floWefs,  otH  uhis'with  'iio  ;fefs  rthan  the 
atRhdHty  >of  Cartarius,  /Ltlius  Gicaldus, 
And  'RAbifms  Te^dtor  ?  Bat  ftay  ra  vlittJc*; 
lltttr  the  >applicati«m.  ^'AThis>is  a  vernal 
•"^pifaUel  df  the  iihiftridasipatriarch  St^Be-^ 
^  nedi^t;  to^hotn  wltb  feOitcijoy  thia  pco^ 
*'  f^e-  now  confecrates!  itsi folchm  worihip.'*^ 

*  «  'What  think*ftthxxu,FriduJ  Gerund,  dh^ 
**  What'can  I  think  bat. that,  in  thre^rft 
pkce,  your  paternity  ha$  the-  Caloodar  of 
The  Pa^art  feftivals  mot-C)  at*yoor  r&ngcff 
en/ds'lhan  ^venMhe-Epaft  of  the  order.;: for 
1  never  fa^xr^you  miftake  notevanin/onc 
x)f'theto,  ;andil  have  obftrvcd^  more; tl^ia 
t>n«e  that  you. did  not  rigKtlyM know:. the 
•Saint  of  the  ferviceor  the  day  ?•  Secondly, 
%hat  almofl:  all  the  ferpionk^^fyoar  Patera 
Iriity  begin  Xvitb  fome  Ixttle.fable,,  foi^toaki 
^^ir,'  and  fa  to  the  point,*  that  it\feoms.ao 
^dtherwiie,  than  as  if  the  fable  was:  feigned 

on  pufpttf<^  for  the  inyftery,vor  that  cvctx 
-Ood  hifrtfelf  made  the  myftery.  by  the  idea 
-of  the  fable.     For  eicample,  when  flialLI 

ever  forget  that  tiiiniitabie  cntnncerofithe 
'lermon  on*  the  Conception'  of  our  JEuady* 
-^which  I  heat-d  this  year froQx  your' Patemky 

•  and  got  by  heart,  as  |  never  expe£tinrj:By 

days 
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days  to  hear  .a   thing   more   beautifuUf 
adapted  to  the  fubjeA  ? 

*'  From  the  curling  fpume  of  the  celebrat-* 
**  ed  Egean  waves  fabulous  ethnicity  feign- 
^*  ed  Venus  their  idolatrefs  conceived.  Nuda 
**  Cyibireis editafertur  ayuis,  fays  Ovid.  She 
*'  was  conceived  aflbciated  with  the  three 
•^  celeftial  Graces,  &  Veneris  turba  mintftra 
^'  fttit^  fays  GiralduSi  becaufe  no  moment 
""^  (hould  be  faid  to  exift  in  which  any 
*•  grace  was  wanting  to  her  beauty.  And 
in  memory  of  this  gracious  conception, 
the.  Cyclades  celebrated  the  eighth  day 
^'  of  Qecember,  with  the  ftrongeft  deck- 
••«  rations  of  folemn  joy.  Hoc  tamen  £e 
*'  qQovo  Decembris  fejium  concept ionts  pul* 
•**  cherrima  Veneris  ingenti  jubih  celebra* 
•*^  *Kr."  *•  I  do  not  flop  now  *o  remark  the 
elegance  of  calling  the  religion  of  the 
Gentiles,.  Ethnicity ^  and  not  Gentilifm .  or 
Taganifm^  .for  that  any  defpicable  fellow 
might  have  iaid"-— V  And  if  I  did  not  call 
it  Pxdytheijht  or  Pofydeijmity  (interrupted 
the  Father  Predicador)  it  was  to  referve 
thefe  two  pretty  terms  for  fome  other  6c- 
cafion." — **  I  fay,  I  do  not  ftop  to  re- 
mark this,  becaufe  in  the .  invention  of 
words,  flaming  new  diflilled  from,  the  La- 
tin tonguCf  your, paternity  is  inimitable; 
6  and 
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and  I  have  already  got  notes  of  fbme,  to 
avail  myfelf  of  at  a  fuita'ble  time^  in  fall 
afTurance  that  though  1  do  no  more  than 
fpeak  in  that  flyte^  there  will  be  no  fra- 
ternity-fermon  for  which  I  ihall  not  be 
applied  to.  I  know  I  ani  always  to  call 
the  fea  the  Salfuginous  Element  i  Aaron's 
Rod,  the  Aaronitt/h  Wandi  the  contradl- 
ing  original  fin,  traducing  the  fames  of  fin  i 
futurtzed  Adamf  for  the  decree  of  the  crea- 
tion of  Adam ;  his  creation  itfelf,  tbe  Ada-^ 
mitijh  Foundation  5  the  creation  of  all  crea- 
tures, tbeUniverfal  Opificei  blind  nature, 
'Tiviniling  Nature ;  and  an  ardently  in- 
flamed delire^  tie  ignited  Wings  of  Appe-- 
tency.  This  beautiful,  clear,  perfpicuous, 
delicate  ftyle — leave  it  to  me.  Father  i  I 
will  anfwer  for  myfelf,  that  in  this  refpeft 
your  Paternity  will  have  no  difciplc  by 
whom  you  will  be  more  honoured. 
.  "  Neither  would  I  ftop  now  to  remark 
that  ingenious  figure  by  which  your  Pater- 
nity called  Venus  an  Idolatrefs.  Some  ig-* 
norants  might  fuppofe  it  a  blunder,  think- 
ing this  meant  to  fay,  that  Venus  wor- 
shipped them  and  not  they  Venus,  and 
that  your  Paternity  ought  to  have  faid 
their  idolized  Venus.  But^  befides,  that  it 
would  not  then  have  run  in  heroic  ntea- 

fure. 
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iiirc.  feigHcd  Finns  tb^ir  idfllqtrefs  co;tLC£ki4^ 
which   was   what  your  Paternity  \^^^  i(i 
view— and  let  it  he  abfervcuj  ^y  the  way, 
that  one  of  the  graces  whipL^  fnod  encli^^t 
xne  in  the  elegant  ftylc  of  your  Pajeri?}ty> 
is  thQ  multitude  of  lyric,  apd  heroic  Uoca 
t>f  which  it  is  made  up^  that  I  fomptimcs 
.  almoil  think  that  I  am  hearing  a  piece  pf 
poetry,  'bating  the  rhimesr-rl  fay,  beficjcs 
this  beauty,  another  would  have  h^^  lo^ 
.  which  fools  do  not  obferve»  nor  ai^p  9fitf9r 
.  Ueof  ob(crving>  and  that  is  the  fjtietorif^l 
£gure  which  is  caJkd'-^whi^h  is  calLql-r' 
.  Lord  blefs  mc— ^which  is  called— ^l  fjlcp't 
.  know  what  i  but  which  teachc$  us  to  Mf<^ 
the  prcfent  for  the  preterite,  :tj[>e  aftiyc  for 
^  the  paffive  i  and  thus  we  iay^  my  nfo^  loving 
friend^  for  my  moft  bdavedfriendi  I  reqnvd 
your  obliged  left  try  iov  yfiur  obliging  i^ft^f 
for  otherwife  it  would  be  paying  that  h^ 
did  him  a  favour  in  receiving  it^  which 
does  not  fecm  to  me  to  he  either  modeAy 
or  good-breeding.  •  In  the  fame  manjocr 
we  may  fay  elegantly  Venus  the  idolatr^Sf 
for  the  idolized  Fenus^  as  we  all  well  know, 
who  have  had  the  happinefs  of  fludying 
under  the  famous  preceptor  of  Villamun- 
dos;  and  upon  that  account  it  is  that  I 
.jtiave.all  the  rhetorical  figures  io  at  my  £a« 

gcrs* 
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gers*  eiids^  with  their  haiAei,  tharks^  &nd 
moles. 

Biit,  leaving  theft  fiiinutfenefles  bf  ex- 
cellence, as  t  was  going  ori  with  niy  ftbrjr, 
I  fay,  that  the  fable  of  the  Cdnc'eption  of 
Vcniis,  for  tne  myftery  of  ithd  CdfacAptidil 
of  Mary  ieenis  as  if  yo'iir  Fatetttit^  had  ih- 
yented  it,  it  comes  fo  pat  to  the  purpofer 
jNiay,  1  fay  more,  that,  in  my  poor  jttd*g- 
nient,  the  valiant  claufe  with  which  f6\it 
iPatemity  applied  it  was  hier6  matter  of 
Supererogation-— 7>5^^^^/g/J  'pdratkl,  though 
fabulous^  of  the  miraculous  -objeSl  <^  the  y*- 
cund  rites  with  which  the  holy  catholic  church 
celebrates  6n  this  eighth  day  of  December^  the 
fajfive  'Conception  of  Mary^  the  Venus  of  di^ 
vine    love^   and   goddefs  of  the  beauty    of 
grace ;    for  there  could  riot  have  been  (b 
blind  an  underftanding  in  the  whole  au- 
dience as  not  immediately  to  fee  the  pro- 
priety of  the  peerlefs  parallel  without  the 
trouble  of  the  application.     Becaufe  it  is 
as  clear  as  water,  that  if  Venus  was  the 
mother  of  Love,    Mary   was  the  mother 
.  of   Love  I   that  if  Venus   was    conceived 
.  from  the  Bpume  of  the  Egean  fea,  frofn 
the  fnowy  fpume  of  the  divine  Grace  was 
Mary  conceived  in  the  fea  of  human  nature^ 
as  your  Paternity  faid  a  little  farther  on  ; 

if 
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if  in  the  conception  of  Venus  the  three 
Graces  were  employedj  oppofedto  the  Graces^ 
Mary  in  her  conception  was  ajfociattd  mtB 
tbe  HourSi  the  Hours  and  the  Graces  being 
things   fo  fimilar  that  it  is  impoilible  to 
have  two  more  alike :  finally  if  Venus  waj^ 
conceived  on  the  eighth  day  of  December, 
on  the  eigth  day  of  December  Mary  like- 
wife  was  conceived ;   fo  that  the  parallel 
cannot  be  more  peerlefs  with  rtfpcGt  to 
thefe  four  properties  of  Maternity,  Spume^ 
Graces,  and  Time.    And  as  to  the  fecond, 
in  which  the  fpume  of  the  Egean  fea  is 
cotnpared  to  the  /nowy  Jpume  of  the  Divine 
Grace,  there  is  in  it  fo  recondite  a  pro* 
priety  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  hit  upon  the 
beauty  of  it  in  four  guelTes^     For  if  fpume 
is  no  other  than  wind  which  is  introduced 
into  water,  or  any  other  liquor,  more  or 
lefs  moved  and  agitated  by  the  fame  wind 
or  other  foreign  agent,  as   I  read  a  few 
days  ago  in  one  of  thofe  books  in  fafhion 
which  treat  of  fecrets  and  novelties,  it  is 
as  clear  as  water  that  the  divine  Grace 
mufl  be  very  fpumous,  and  it  muft  necef- 
farily  be  a  Jfhowy  Jpume,  which  dazzles  the 
fight.      Why?    why  becaufe  the  divinr 
Grace  is  attributed  particularly  to  the  Holy 
Spirit  s  and  this,  it  is  well  known,  is  fome* 

times 
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tunes  .a  mild  and  calm  air>  and  at  otfaeri 
In  impetuous  wind,  which  agitating  the 
divine  Grace  and  introducing  bimfelf  at  the 
fame  time  into  her  divine  pores  and  inter* 
fticeSf  mud  neceifarily  raiie  a  fnowy  ipume 
6f  moft  dazzling  whitenefs ;  and  what  can 
be  more  proper  than  that  from  this  fn<my 
Jpume  (hould  be  conceived  the  Venus  of 
divine  love  f  fo  that  really  there  cannot  be 
a.  more  peerlefs  parallel. 

*'  So  it  appeared  to  me,  and  fo  I  defended 
it  al(b  againft  that  filly »  fandtified,  pfalm- 
fioging  mule  Friar  Gonzalo,  who  fat  next 
me  and  niade  wry  face^  at  hearing  it,  tell* 
ing  me  afterwards  that  he  was  icandalized 
at  it.  lafkedhim,  why?  and •  the  block* 
Jiead  told  me,  becaufe  it  was  comparing 
the  Mother  of  Chafiity  with  the  Mother  of 
Fihhinefsf  as  he  called  it  5  the  moft  cleaa 
woman  with  the  moft  nafty  i  the  im- 
maculate conception  of  Mary  with  the 
fbw-like  conception  of  Venus ;  the  divine 
Graccy  with  the  profane  Graces ;  becauie 
"Mary  was  ftilcd,  I'be  Venus  of  divine  Love 
and  Goddefs  of  the  Beauty  of  Grace  i  and 
that,  befides  the  laft  propofition's  being  a 
formal  herefy,  all  the  reft  were  blafphe- 
mies>  io  impious,  fo  facrilegious,  fb  unbe- 
coming the  mouth  of  a  chriftian,    and 

Vol.  L  Z  much 
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much  more  of  an  jlpofioHc  Preacher^  as 
.your  Paternity  fays  you  are»  often  (hewing 
your  title  in  full  foroi  that  in  his  opmioa 
thf  fermon  defetved  to  be  burnt ;  and  con^ 
eluded  with  faying»  that  if  it  was  in  hfs 
.power  he  would  take  away  your  Paternity's 
licence  (o  preach.  I  know  not  bow  Coci 
^prevented  me  fronoi  well  Happing  that  com- 
.pundJous  facc^of  his;  but  I  contented  my- 
;felf  with  letting  hiip  know  that  "  hopcy 
•*  was  not  made  for  the  mouth  of  an  afs,"  nor 
peerlefs  parallels  for  fuch  pecrlefs  pumkin'Sj^ 
.and  turned  my  back  upon  him.      '  \ 

•*  But  now  we  talk  of  parallels,  ibrthe 
Jove  of  God  let  us  return  to  the  vernafid- 
rallel  oi^t.  Benedid;  for  as  one  deep  call- 
cth  another,  and  as  I  am  fwallowed  up  wiib 
delight  in  all  thofe  of  your  Pateirnity,  I 
jnyfelf  interrupted  the  reading  of  it  .with- 
.out  being  able  to  help  it.  I  reipember  the 
beginning  was  about  the  God  of  mirth, 
.whom  the  ancients  celebrated  on  the 
.tw;cnty-feventh.  day  of  March,  reprefent- 
inghim  as  a  youth  Aark  naked  as  his'Mo** 
ther  brought  him  forth,  much  crowned 
.with  myrtle,  and  much  adorned  with 
3vingP,  ftretched  out  upon^he  grafs,  .as  if 
we  (hould  fay,  with  his  belly  to  the  fun; 
^u^^  nudus^    alattUf    myrthoque   c6r$ndtus9 

•6  qui 
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qui  burnt  fedebat ;  and  laftly  that  the  man* 
her  of  celebrating  him  was  with  great 
laughter,  noife,  and  jollity;  Et  grandes 
mirata  eft  Roma  cacbinnos.  Afterwards 
your  Paternity  faid,  ^bis  is  tbe  vernal pa^ 
rallel  of  the  illujirious  patriarcb  St.  BenediSf. 
*But  before  we  go  any  farther,  pray.  Fa- 
ther, tell  me  what  is  the  meaning  of  vero- 
nal parallel^  for  I  confefs  I  do  not  under-* 
iland  it."  '^Phoo!  thou  Tom  Dingle! 
what  does  Ver  veris  fignify?"  **  Fer  veris 
^  fignifies  the  fpring ;  for  fo  fays  the  gram- 
mar of  Lara,  which  I  ftudied/'  •*  Then, 
fimpleton,  vernal  parallel  means  iht  Jpring 
parallels  as  in  the  /pring  the  feftival  of 
Mirth  was  celebrated,  and  fo  likewife  is 
that  of  St.  Bencdia.  And  here  you  fee 
-how  the  circumftance  is  brought  in  art- 
fully, by  the  way,  of  this  celebration*s  be-  ^ 
ing  held  in  the  time  of  the  feftival  of 
flowers,  Fernis  inte^ens  jloribus  arva-,  fdr 
in  this  affair  of  carefully  bringing  in  all 
the  circumftances^  however  ridiculous  they 
may  be,  there  is  no  one^  thougli  I  fay  ft, 
who  can  out-^o  me," 

"  ]!^ow  \  xmditxiizTi^  vernal  parallel^  faid 

'  Friar  Gerunc^  but  ftill  I  want  the  appH- 

'  cation^  to  know  what  (imilitude  there  ^is 

botweca  St.  6enedi<ft    and    the   God  "of 

Z  2  mirthj 
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inirtb>  and  between  the  feftival  of  the  one 
ftnd  the  feftival  of  the  other/'  ''  Have  i 
little  patience,  continued  the  Predica^QT) 
thou  wiU  fee  prefently.  And  as  to  tb^ 
intirc  likenefs  of  the  feftivals,  it  is  a  th^f^lg 
£>  cleart  that  a  blind  man  only  couklvbc 
At  a  lof^/or  it,  without  its  being  pojotod 
x>Utj  lor  if  that  was  celebrated  in  the 
ipringtf  in  the  fpring  is  this  celebrated  5  if 
that  on  the  twenty- fcventh  day  of  March, 
juft.  exadtly  on  the  fante  day  is  tbis  ap^ 
Ipointed;  if  that  in  the  ^elds^  this  ^^ 
bill ;  if  ^  flowers  iveje  there,  fk)wjere-:iiec 
^cre ;    if  people  at  that,  people  a^t  ^(|h^; 

auid  in  fine,  if  there  was  great  iaught(;t4t 

^that,  this  by   no  meaos  falls  (hgrtt  (H|$e 

.nothing  is  heard   throughout   the  ^pisciC* 

: and  even  in  the  hermitage  itfelf^   d^^Hig 

the  fermony  if  the  preacher  has  any'  thj^ 

ofialt,  but  the  greatefl  laughter^  Et^ESfh 

des  mrata  eft  Roma  cacbinnos.'*     <*  Nowjl 

^%  faid  Friar  ,Gerund»  that  the  fei^ivf^s 

are  as  like  as  one  egg  is  like  anpther  i  ;aAd 

now   too  I  difcQver  the  key  to  apply  aqy 

thing  which  lias    ever  happened  jin.t^e 

world  at  the  fao^e  leafon  and  on  thf^  yfify 

.fame  day  of  the: feftival  for   whichr^l^c 

fercnon  £ball  be  preached^  be  it  x^IlAl.'ifit 

'  *'  But, 
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*^  But,  pray  tell  me,  how  the  deuce  could 
your  Paternity  niarry  the  moft  afcetic  and 
aoftefe  St,  Beftedi<ft  with  the  God  of 
Mirth?"  «*  With  the  greateft  facility  irt 
the  world,"  anfwered  Friar  Bias.  ^*  Doca 
not  the  hiflory  fay  that  the  faints  when  be 
was  but  fifteen  years  old,  left  Rome,  went 
iMit  iilto  the  defert,  hid  himfelf  atnongft 
the  ruggedneffes  of  the  mountain  Sublaco, 
buried  himfelf  in  a  deep  cave  or  kind  of 
W^II ;  that  he  there  tnf^ided  upon  bimfelfi 
d^  mofl:  fevere  penance  for  the  fpace  of 
three  years ;  that  he  fuffered  crtiel  tempta- 
(idfirs  itom  the  devil  3  that  he  rolled  hiiuh- 
lelf  ^biongft  the  Uriahs  'till  he  left  tbedi  all 
btobd^;  that  fac^  fed  only  on  bread  aiid 
^Altor,    carried^  him  once ,  a  Week   by  a 

'^o^k  called  B^arius^  letting  it  down  to 
iiim  by  a  rope,  *till  at  the  end  of  the  three 
ft^ts  a  good  prieft  came,  by  diving  Reve« 
lation,  to  feck  him,  bringing  him  favonry' 
nifear,  aftd  telling  him  that  he  fhould  eat 
itrbecaufe  it  was  Eafter^fbtiday,  which  ihe 

-  ydung-SaSnt  knew  nothing  of  f  Thfcn  what 

*  dim  be  more  like  the  God  of  Mirth  than 

*  St.  Benedict  in  this  paiFage  of  his  life  ?^ 
TFhat'  A  youth,  this  a  boy;  that  in  the 
fiilds/ this  in  the  defert;  that  (li'etebed 
out  upon  the  grafs^  this  in  the  well ;  tfiat 
'  *  '        -  Z  3  naked. 
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naked. : this  .badly  ckathedj  and  when  he 
r^U^d  hipfelf  amongft  the  hriars  as  naked 
^f J^  ^^  born;,  that  crowned  ^wjth. 
flpwersj  thit  covered  ,w^th  thorns;,, and. 
i^allj  that  celebrated  at  Eafter,  and  this 
regaling,  hknfelf  at  the  fame  time  wUh, 
\yh9t  the  good  prieft  had  brought  Ifina*. 
Now  fee  if  the  Vernal  parallel  can  be  more . 
complete*  For  ^  to  the  reft*  thpugli 
t^^  God  of  Mirth  be  z  Qpd  of  jollity  >nd 
q^oyment,  of  quipSi^  and  cranks,  and 
tvanton  wi|€^9  ^d  St..  JBen^did  in  tjb$ 
desert  Wfif^a  frightful  ^xamplo  of  penitence 
and  moxtificatipn  anfi ,  lively  image  C)f  ^^^ 
,trpa>qft ;  wretchednefi^,  .  yet  that  ^g;>ifie$ 
'TU^;fL  Arav«;  to  thp  fMbjie^^^^becaufe  ;n<puber 

paraljelsj  ,(t^9"S^    ^h?y  *  ^?  K^^^Jl,,^9^ 
ijfpiii^i  nor  comparifons  ^  are  to  run  upon. 

all  four.*'-.     .  •  •    ' 

Friar  Bias  was  now .  about  to  purfiie  (he 
reading  qf  his  fertnop  ;(yhen  he  was  fur- 
priced  by  a  violent  knocking  at  hjs  cell- 
door;  and  though  at  fird  he  determined 
not  to  ppfn  it^  yet  a$  it  was  tlxej?ai(her 
Prior  who  knocked)  palling  to  him  ipu(% 
at  the  jfamc.  time  a^id  te^ifig  him  ^whojt 
was^  and  that  he  knew  he  was  ]iyi|))il3| 
there  was  no  refifling,  and. his  deMnx|tfla^ 
tipn   was  given  up^   ^  The  Father  Prior 

entered 
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entered  the  cell   and  meeting  with  Friar 
Oerujid   in  it,  aflced   him  ratlier  ferioufly 
what   he  did  there  loiing  bis   time,  and 
^hy  h^  did  not  mmd  his  ftudies?  Friar 
Qacund,  not  in  the  lean:  diflurbed,  told 
him  that  he  was  come  on  fome  bufiriers 
from  his  mother,  to  bring  the  Father  Pre-. 
dicador  the  money  for  three  mafles  which 
he  was   to  take  care  to  have  Taid  at   the 
altar  of  St.  Bencdift  on  the  Hill^  becaufe' 
f^e  had  been   brought  to  bed  of  i  child 
which   had    a    ruptuVe,  arid  the  Saint,  in' 
that  image  of    him  4s   faid    to  do   ffrcat 
things  for  children  fuffering  this  complaint.' 
*'"And  what  have  you* in  this   fleeve**-^' 
feeing  it  more  bulky  than  ordinary.     Here' 
Friar  Bias  readily  put  in  his  oar,  **  They 
are  fome  fweetmeats  I  gave  him  to  fend 
for  me  to  his  two  coufins,  the  *  Familiar 
of  Cojcces*s  daughters  who  the  other  day 
made  me  a  prefent  of  two  pair  of  under- 
ftockings.'*     Neither  of  the   anfwers  were 
very  fatisfadtory  to  the  Father  Prior,  but 

•  A  Familiar  of  the  Inquifition.  Even  people  of 
rank  look  upon  this  title  as  an  honour  s  none  being  ad- 
nvEied\td  k  but  who  make  it  appear  that  they  are  old 
and  pure  blooded  chriHians ;  that  is,  not  defcended 
from  Moors  or  Jews.  It  is  little  more  than  a  titular 
office.  There  are  other  Familiars,  in  pay  j  thcicrvant^ 
of  the  Inquifition. 

Z  4  as' 
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as  he  was  a  good-natured  man  he  le^ 
them  pafsy  and  contenting  himfelf  with 
telling  Gerund  he  fhbuld  be  more  dili- 
gent and  keep  his  cell  better,  fent  him 
to  it/  end  remained  himfelf  with  the 
Path'cr  Predicador  Mayor,  treating  on  the 
bufinefs  about  which  he  came  ;  httt  of 
what  kind  it  was  there  are  no  traces  to 

4 

be  found  in  the  archives  of  the  convent, 
or  in  the  exaf):  documents  whence^tbis 
mod  pundual  hiftory  has  been  driwn; 
which  ihews  fufEciently  that  it  qould 
Slot  be  a  ^natter  of  much  jmpoctan^eji 
or^  At  leaft  not  apy  in  which  the  hiA/^ri 
is  concerned* 


•  J 
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I 

t 

JFr/^r  Gerund  ^  freafhes  bis  Jirfi  fermpn  in 
fbe  refeiiory  of  the  convent ^  infer ts^  in: -it 
4  moji  curious  falutaticn, .  and  ^uits  bis 

7  Jiudies. 

THERE  was  IB  that  to wn^— the  fa- 
gacious  and  penetrating  reader  will 
know  at  once  that  we  are  fpeaking  of  th<? . 
town  in  which  the  convent  ftood— ^There , 
was  then  in  that  town  a  capable,  clever^ 
fprightly  Beneficiary,    though  of  inatiire 
age,    as  he  was  between  forty  and  fifty 
years  old.     He  had  ftqdied  Theology  and 
fi}ch  Philpfophy    s^s   is  in   ufe    in  Spain, 
lyith  fo  much  credit  and  applaufe  that   he. 
had  gained  by  competition  one  of  the  bed. 
livings  in  the  gift  of  the  univerfity  of  To- 
ledo ;    but  upon  finding  the  country  did 
npt  agr^e  with  him,  he  had  refigncd  it  to 
ope  who  paid  him  a  pen  (ion  out  of  it,  and 
had  retired  to  his  native  place,  where  he 
l^ad  a  tolerable  benefice  or  finecure,  with 
which  and  the  penfion  he  lived  very  de- 
f  pndy.     He  was  of  very  correct  manners, 

.  •  and 
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and  a  grave  and  ferious  ccclefiaftical  dc«, 
portment,  but  at  the  faay  time  of  a  fef- 
tive  and  jovial  ^geniuSt  which  conciliated 
to  him  the  efleem  and  love  of  all*  He 
was  much  given  to .  the  exercife  of  the. 
coafeflionaly  and  now  and  then  preached 
a  fermqn  with  judgmentt  piety,  and  wal; 
for  he  was  very  fond  of  the  works  of  the 
Fathers  Segneri  and  Bourdaloue,  whom  he 
endeavoured  to  imitate  in  their  fermoos^. 
panegyrical  and  moral  i  and  as  ht  undcf- 
flood  the  Italian  and  French  languages 
pretty  well,  he  had  in  each  fome  other 
v6lumes  of  the  bed  fermons..  But  he  did . 
not  Aiffer  himfelf  to  be  fo  totally  taken  up 
by  the  fludy  of  facred  and  feriou;  matters 
aV  not  to  make  an  excurfion  frequently 
iftto'  more  flowery  paths,  cl^ecially  in  the . 
quarter. of  criticiibf),  for  his  -diredlion  ifi 
which  he  had  fome  feledl '  books  in 'his 
not  copious  but  chofe.n  jibrary« 

He  wa&  much  efteemed  by  all  th^  g^afej 
father?  of  the  convent,  aUd  often"  vifited 
tWr  cqHs  with  friendly  fioiillarity.  He 
]»ad  heard  them  many  times  kment  the 
/atkl  extravagance  of  the  Predicadbr  Mayor, 
and  tht  harm  hd  did  by  his  example  and 
abfurd  maxims  to  the  young'  collegians, 
and  particularly  to-  the  moft  candid  and 

iimple 
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fimple  Friar  Gerund,  fo  perfuaded  by  bim> 
that  in  order  to  be  a  great  preacher  there 
was  no  occafion  for  pbilofopby,  theology, 
or  any  fuch  ftutf*,  that  he  had  imbibed*  the 
utmoft  horror  for  aU  fcholailic  (Indies,  ta 
which  he  could  not  be  brought  to  apply, 
neither  by  private  admoni^on  nor  public 
r^prehenfion,  neither  by  confinement  to 
bread  and  water,  nor  by  difcipline,  or  any 
other  cbaftifements  of  holy  trfe  in  the  com** 
munity.  To  this  they  would  add,  that 
be  would  have  been  fent  from  his  (Indies 
igncmiipioufly,  had  he  not  at  the  fame 
time  had  fome  amiable  qualities,  and. had 
he  not  been  adopted  by  the  Father  Pro^ 
vjncial, '  who  had  given  him  tha  (acred 
habit,  and,  above  a)i,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  reCpdSt  due  to  bi$  igpod  parents,  who^ 
though  no  more  than  iioneft  farmers,  and. 
not  very  rich^  were ;  fome  of  the  moft  de«« 
yout  and  prpfitable  brethren  to  the  orders  . 
.  Upon  one  of  the(e  occafions^  when  twa 
of  the  'grave  fathers  were  fpeaking  with, 
the  greateft  vehemence  and  compaiSoa 
upon  this,  f^bjei^,  the^ Beneficiary,  (aid,. 
^*  Well,  Father  Maftcrs,  as  for  tiie-  cure 
of  the  P:redicador  Mayor,  I  cannot  venture 
to  attempt  it,t  as  I  look  upon  it  «a3  defpe«^ 
rate  :  the  difeafe  is  fo  rooted  in  bxm \that 

it 
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it  is  become  nature,  und  th6  patSsnt  fo 
Treddfcd-to  his  evil,  that  h*  iVodld  prefcnt- 
ly  find  zny  one  about  his  bufinefs,  vifko 
ihould  offer  to  remove  it.  But  as  to  Friaf 
Gerund,  it  is  another  thing ;  the  mal^y 
is'wSth  him  yet  in  its  beginning,  nor  is 
the  fortrcfs  fo  impregnable  i  howewr 
nihil' tcntajfe  nocebit.  I  am  neither  confix 
dent,  nor  defpairing  j  but  what  (hall  we 
lofc  by  the  attempt  ?  NoWi  then,  to  Q<iA 
and  to  good-luck  r  Away  I  go  withx>vA 
lofs  of  time"— ^^nd  {o  faying,  the  good 
man  took  hirafelf  diredly  to  the  cdl-  df 
Friar  Gerund ♦  Here  he  endeavours  by 
various*  forcible^  and  convincing  itrguw 
ments^  to  make  him  fenfible  of  tlie  abfo^ 
lute  rieceflity  of  his  being  acquainted  ih 
fome*  degree  with  fcholaftic  learning/  an4 
after  having  well  wearied  himfelf  with^  bia 
friendly  and  jealous  labours.  Gerund-  tells 
him  with  great  candour  and  coolhefsi'  that 
God  never  intended  him  for  a  profefibr^s 
chair*  but  for  the  pulpit,  and  that  he  will 
a^'much  apply  to'  fcholaflic  (ludies^as  it 
Aow  rains  pack-faddles.  To  which  the 
Beneficiary  replies^  that  if  it  fhouid  ram 
pack-faddles  every  one  would  be  iiUipeat 
^  which  did  not  fall  upon  the  backof  fuch 
aiY  afd  a^  bis  worlhip,  and  takes  his  teavev 

In 
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:.In. ihort  there  was  no  remedy  for  it  j 
for  Friar  Gerund  had  firmly  aud  finally 
determined  in  his  own  mihd»  that  he 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  philofbr 
phical  matters^  and  that  as  to  theologtcaU 
the  articles  of  Faitb  we^e  fufficient  for 
him  I  and  thefe  he  had  already,  even  from 
his  baptifm.  The  Hope  of  falvation,  at 
jioaft  per  modum  bereditatis^  could  not  be 
^vaQting  to  him.  And  Charity  we  ought 
pioufly  to  fuppoie  him  endued  with,  as  he 
appeared  to  be  a  good  Religious,  exj:epting 
Jbis:  freaks  and  his  fancies,  which  r^eally 
xinight  exift  without  much  prejudice  to  his 
jconfcience. 

Now  as  all  their  Reverences,  the  Seniocs 
•of  the  Community,  faw  him  fb  abhornent 
,from  pbilofophy,  and  fo  fliffly  refolved 
,iK)t  to  fludy  theQlogy-*-fince  in  order,  to 
^fae  a  conventual  preacher  and  to  preacJb  is 
..many  others  did,  with  much  applauie> 
.many  followers,  and  no  inconfideacable 
.  emolument^  he  ikid  there  was  no  occafioo 
'  for  them ;  and  i' faith  in  this  he  had  re^- 
.  fon  in  fuUeft  meafure,  prefled  down  ami 
.  running  over*-*and  obferving  on  tht  other 
^  hand  that  he  ihewed  great  fprightlineis  ftotd 
tmproveable  parts>  that  he  had  «  gMd 
voice,   ealy  gefture,  handfome   prefenf^* 

and 
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and  a  neatt  clean>  agreeable  perfon,  verg* 
ing^  almoft  upon  beautiful,  knowing  the 
vehcpience  of  inclination  by  which  he  wa$ 
drawn  towards  the  pulpit,  and  thinking 
that  if  he  were  provided  with  fome  good 
difcourfes,  of  which  there  Were  many  in 
the  convent,  left^  by  famous  preachers, 
iie  might  in  the  end  turn  out*  no  difcredit 
to  the  order,  they  were  upon  thefe  confi- 
derations  ^acioufly  tlifpofcd  to  conde* 
fcend  to  his  delires.  But  fir  ft  they  thought 
«it  expedient  to  have  fome  experiment  of 
what  might  be  hoped  for  from  his  preach*- 
talents. 

It  is  a  laudable  cuftom  in  convents  to 

exercife  the  ftudents  in  domeftic  difcourfes, 

-which  are  to  be  compofed  in  a  limited 

'time,  and  preached  before  the  community 

ijnly,  during  their  repaftin  the  refc£lory; 

rby  which  a  field  is  given  for  each  to  dif- 

*  play  his  tiilents,  and  a  facility  of  fpeaking 

in  public  acquired.     There  is  a  difference 

in  the  practice  of  this  cuftom  in  diftereiit 

^convents  ;  but  in  that  of  our  Friar  Gerund 

It  belonged  exclufively  to  the  Predicador 

-  4-    .    .  .  '  . 

'*'^WbateTer  a  Religious  dies  pofl^fl^d  of  4s  iiiheritefl 
.-by  dhq^Apoftqlio  Cb;HDber ;  Imt  in  ordinary  cafes  tbe 
Superiors  have  ufually  a  faculty  fi;Qm  the  Pope  to  difpoife 
tif  •  their  cfie^ls.  ' 

Mayor* 
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Mayor,  advifcd  by  the  Superior,  t6  dp* 
point  the  rcfe£lory-prcachcr,  andgi*^  hirA 
the  fubjeft  of  his  difcourfc,  with  whatever 
circumjlances  he  may  think'  proper,  to  that 
they  be  fuch  as  are  ufual  in  fermons,  and 
of  all  which  notice  muft  neccflarily  be 
taken  in  the  falutation. 

Scarcely,  then,  was  Friar  Bias  returned 
from  preaching  his  famous  fermon  of  St'. 
Benedift  upon  the  Hill  at  Cevico  de  la 
Torre  when  he  came,  according  to  ordef, 
to  prefent  himfelf  to  the  Father  Prior  and 
take  his  Benedicite.  The  ufual  cjueftiorfs 
being  afked,  of  how  he  had  paiTed  hh 
time,  how  the  Mayor-domos  had  behaved, 
how  much  he  had  got  by  his  fermon, 
what  he  had  had  to  eat  and  drink,  and  if 
he  had  brought  any  maflcs  for  the  con- 
vent ;  and  Frjar  Bias  having  anfwered  all, 
producing  in  concludon  two  hundred 
reals  *  for  an  hundred  maiTes   to  be  faid 

*  Wb«n  a  fum  of  Reals  is  fpoken  of,  we  are  to  un* 
derftand  ReaUs  de  Fellony  fo  called  from  being  anciently 
(lamped  with  the  figure  of  a  fleecej  which  the  word 
Vilhn  fignifies.  It  is  now  an  imaginary  fpedesi  or  on}y 
money  of  accQunt,  and  about  the  value  of  three-pence. 
A  fingle  Real/ a  filver  coin,  is  worth  about  fix- pence. 
Thirty-four  Maravedis  make  a  Rial  de  Vetlon^  and  fixty- 
four  a  Rgal  de  Plata^  or  filver  Real.  The  Maravedi  is 
imaginary ;  four  of  them  make  a  ^:arto,  fomethiog  Idk 
.||iao  our  halfpenny. 
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•    ■ 

by  the  convent,  and  eighty  more  fo^ 
twenty  others  which  his  very  Reverend 
Paternity  was  himfelf  to  fay  at  the  rate  of 
four  Reals  apiece ;  all  being  heard  and  re* 
ceived  with  wonderful  benignity  by  the 
niofl:  affable  fuperior,  who,  on  this  ocea- 
rion»  re-confirmed  to  his  brother  3ias  the 
general  licence  be  had  given  him,  thatt 
during  his  government,  he  (hould  accepts, 
"with  the  blelling  of  God,  as  many  feraKms 
as  were  offered  him,  and  concluded  with 
faying,  •*  There,  go,  go,  Father  Pcedt* 
cador,  to  untuck  *  and  rcfrefh  yourfelf  id 
your  cell;  and,  before  I  forget  it,  pray 
appoint  Friar  Gerund  to  a  rcfeftory- 
fermon  which  may  have  ibme  circum« 
ftances ;  but  I  declare  againft  the  Father 
Predicador*s  compofing  it;  let  him  work 
it  intirely  himfelf;  for  as  this  lad  has  fo 
ardent  a  longing  for  the  pulpit,  we  have  a 
mind  to  fee  what  he  can  do  on  his  own 
bottom." 

In  an  ancient  manufcript  of  the  convent 
it  is  found  noted  in  the  margin,  that  Friar 
Bias,  at  receiving  this  charge  of  the  Supe- 
rior, and  difcovcring  through  it  that  they 

*  The  habit  being  tucked  up  in  a  particular  manner 
for  riding.  « 

4  had 


bid  mXfy  zxd  ^e^lly  defKhid  hh  bo 
lofefl'.^^eraQd  fdr  fkt  piApiu  the  perpeifua J 
ittbjf^  df  th«r  w6rd»  ahd  wifhis  in  dek 
CloleHOhiut  'ci5l]s»  was  (b  exceedingly  de^ 
Ijgbled^  rthat,  in  the  firfl!'gis(h  of  hi$  joy^ 
he  )»dr  :thf aft  his  hand!  into  his'  pocked 
hlQidrt'tb  ttrhe  oAt  the  doublon  he  had 
hefeex;(Klid:  fbr*  ht s  fcrtxion  and  pi^cfent  it  ta 
tbtf.Priq^;  but^  fchinkMig  better  of  it  iff 
the  fiiuir  infbrnt,  tookiatif  his  h^idkerchlef^ 
wtpeiiitts  Qofry  promifed  ptmdhiaily  to  obey 
his  commands,  and  took  an  hafty  leave. 

lu  ht&  riding  trim  as  he  was,  ^before  he 
wtnt  fior  bis  own  ci^,  he  flew  to  that  of 
Gerund,    whom  hd  found  in  it,    not  at 
pra]iiec»^   thfew  himfelf  over*  htm,    gav6 
htm  tor  biandred  embraces,  and  only  faid, 
**  Gefog^  my  boy,  come  to  my  cell,  for 
I   biipg:  thee  a  bcflioprick !"  Gerund  joy-* 
fully  gcnoffipanted  him,  and  ailced  by  the 
way,  "  Well,  dear  Father,  and   how'  did 
the  vernal  parallel  go  off?"  •'  Heavenly^ 
my  fgnr  heavenly!**  smfwered   the  Predi- 
cador^  ^*':Aad  that  of  Et  grandes  mirata 
eft  Romoi  cacbinnos  ?*'    **  To    my   heart's  * 
fondeft  wifb,  my  friend^  for  the  flermU 
tage  was  ready  to  crack  with  their  burfls 
of  laagfiterJ'     <^  And  I  know  that  the^ 
Pmt  ntidus^    alatus^    tnyrthoquf  coronatuSp 
Vqb.  !•  A  a '  qui 
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ijui  bum  fidehat  would  be  very  ftrikiag  V^ 
y  What  do  you  talk  of  ftriking!  It  gave 
fucb  a  club-like  blow  that  a  Bachelor .  of 
Siguenza  faid  publicly  at  table  ^e  had 
heard  above  a  thoufand  fermons  on  St. 
Benedidi  but  a  thing  fo  proper  to  repre- 
fent  the  Saint  when  he  rolled  himfclf 
tmongft  the  briars  had  he  never  beard.'* 
^  Above  a  thoufand !"  faid  Gerunds  **  Ayt 
9y/'  replied  the  Predicadorj  ^'  that  is  to 
he  underftood  with  two  aught^  more  or 
left." 

With  this  converfation  they  ente/ed  the 
cell  of  Friar  Bias,    who  put  himfeli'  in 

order,  combed  his  circle  of  hair  and  for?- 

*  ■ 

top>. took  out  of  the  cup-board  forae*  j^if- 
cuits  and  a  flaflc  of  wine  which  they  jbofh 
fainted;  and  as  foon  as  the  laft  gulp 
was  pafTed  Gerund's  gullet,  he  afked  .him 
impatiently  what  biihoprick  he  broipg^t 
him* 

"  What  bilhoprick  do  I  bring  thf e ! 
faid  Friar  Bias  in  great  glee^  why  the  Prior 
has  given  me  to  under  (land  that  they  iq<* 
tend  to  take  thee  from  thy  ihidiea  aod 
imke  thee  a  preacher.  Can  there  .be  va 
better  biihoprick  for  thee  ?  If  thou  obtain 
this,  thou  wilt  live,  I  won't  fay.  like  .a 
Biihop,  but  like  an  Arch-do9con ;  <fpo* 

cially 


V  »  m 


FRIAR    GERUN'D.     V55 

cially  with  the  rules  which  I  (hall  give 
thcc  in  time/'  ••  Father  Prcdicadof,  what 
do  yoiifay!"  exclaimed  Gerund.  **  I  fay 
'rtrhat  I  fay,**  anfwered  the  Prediicador.  ^'  He 
told  me  that  I  (hould  immediately  appoint 
thee  a  refeftory-fermon,  and  that  I  Should 
not  compofe  it  for  thee,  becaufe  as  thou 
fliew  u  16  much  inclination  to  Sermo  Jer^ 
Monis  and  fo  little  to  Ergo  and  SytlogiJmuSf 
they  have  a  mind  to  fee  what  inay  be 
reaped,  or  what  cr6p  may  be  hoped  for, 
from  the  field  of  thy  own  brain.  And  fo, 
my   friend,  hands  to  their  work;    for  I, 

*  ♦       »        ' 

at  lead  in  this  fermon,  am  not  to  tell  thee 

i  Woru,  but  am  to  leave  thee  to  walk  in* 

,    '  ♦  ... 

tlrely  in  the  paths  of  thy  own  heart* 
When  thou  haft  paiTed  this  fiery  trial,  it 
vixW  be  another  thing ;  for  my  papers  (hall 
be  thine  as  thy  fame  will  be  mine.'' 
'  '  In  the  fame  ancient  manufcript  with 
the  late-mentioned  note  is  found  another, 
\*hlch  fays  in  this  manner  '*  Friar  Gerund 
was  adonifhed  at  receiving  this  informa* 
tion,  and  fo  over-powered  with  joy  that 
he  ftood  motionlefs,  as  if  b^fide  himfelf, 
for  the  (pace  in  which  three  or  four  Credos 
[the  Creed]  might  be  deliberately  re- 
hearfed^**  As  (bon  as  he  came  to  himfelf 
he  librew  his  arms  round  the  Predicador's 

A  a  2  neck. 
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necki  and  faid,  '*  Well  then,  deareft  «id 
bell  of  Fathers !  let  us  noake  all  defpatchg 
and  give  me  now  the  fubje<%  I  am  to 
preach  upon;  though  I  fay  ao  hundred 
abfurditiesy  yet  no  one  is  to  give  me  one 
ftroke  of  his  pen ;  it  is  all  to  come  out  of 
my  ov7n  noddle ;  and  I  believe  that  neither 
the  choice  of  matter,  nor  the  manner  of 
faying  it  veill  create  diiTatisfaftioQi  though 
it  may  not  fo  well  become  me  to  foretell 
it :"  and  in  faying  this,  up  he  got  upon  a 
chair  or  Aool  (for  on  this  point  there  is  a 
difference  in  the  legends,  and  authors  are 
not  agreed)  fct  his  cowl  in  order,  put  tfie 
two  firft  fingers  of  his  right  hand  between- 
his  neck  and  the  collar  of  his  habit  which 
he  /hook  and  pulled  forward  to  ma.ke  tooib^ 
for  the  better  playing  of  his  pipes;  lookec^ 
with majeilic  difdaih  round  the  cell;  then 
took  out  his  handkerchief,  and  founded  his 
horn  with  authority;  thundered  out  the 
**  Praifcd,  glorified,  &c/^  with  a  grave  and 
fbhorous  voice;  crofTed  himfelf  magiftc-* 
rially  with  an  extended  hand;  took  foe 
his  text  Caro  mea  ver}  efi  cibus^  &  J^g^^ 
meus  vere  efi  pottis^  adding,  Ex  Kvangetka 
ketone  capite  tertio  decimo^  and  broke  out 
into  this  mofl:  curious  fentence  which  he 
thought  a  great  thing  in  a  Refcftory-fer- 

men 
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mon  of  a  friend  of  his,  and  bid  gotten  by 
heart.  :  *^  la  endeavouring  to  reduce  to 
order  the  inequalities  of  my  rudeideas9  I 
b;gan  to  ftretch  the  lines  of  my  difcoiirfe, 
dire^tng  the  firft  hints  of  my  imagination 
t^  the  founding  the  myfterious  depths  of 
Evangelical  compofition. 

**  Cara  meal  How  elegant  is  the  pro* 
phetr*  And  becoming  fuddenly  filent, 
becaufe  he  remembered  no  more,  he  pro* 
ceeded  with  much  agitation  preaching  a 
dumb  fermon,  imitating  ail  the  actions, 
geftures,  and  poftures  which  he  had  ob-^ 
icrved  in  preachers  and  had  moft  approved, 
and  was  fo  entirely:  abforbed  in  this  bufinefs 
that  even  the  Predicador  Mayor  was 
fbetcbed  out  upon  the  floor  of  that  cell  of 
his>  and  ready  to  be  (Iranglecl  with  laugh^^ 
higy  til)  at  laft  he  began  to  fear  that  poor  * 
Friaf  Gerund  was  aduaily  run  mad. 

•  About  an  hour  did  this  fiient  demon- 
(Iration  of  his  oratorical  abilities  continue, 
in  which  fpace  of  time  the  zealous  youtH 
£>  fhook  and  tolTcd  bis  poor  body,  with 
fiich  motions,  with  fuch  poftures,  with 
fuch  violent  convuWons,  fomctimes  croA 
fing  his  arms,  at  others  opening  them, 
and  ftretching  therii  horizontally  to  their 
ucmod   extenfion,    his   wh61e    figure   re« 

•  •  A  a  3  prefcnting 


prelf^tiog,a  crofs^  oow  thre^coii^  to 
tb^cxtiy  bimfelf  headlong  over.tbc  polpU^; 
thai;,  reclining  ftiffly  with  his  back  figa^. 
the  wal],  one  while  fticking  his  arms^-^^ 
kirobo  with  infinite  fatisfa£tioD»  anothef^^ 
hf  appeared  a  St.  Vincent  Ferror  asJbieis^ 
reprefented  to  us  in  his  pidure,  with^^a 
uplifted  arm  and  finger  pointing  to  the* 
fkies>  till  in  (hort  he  was  as  well  fweated^ 
and  exhaufted  as  if  he  had  preached  jo 
earned ;  and  he  found  it  necefifary  t<x  have 
recoarfe  again  to  the  flaflc  and  renew  his 
fuit  to  the  bifcuits.  which  he  did  too  with 
the  greater  pleafure  as  this  is  a  ccremofiy 
which  conftantly  takes  place  upon  thp^  ^ 
l\v^  of  a  iermon. 

.  After  he  had  fetched  his  breath  ^gfi* 
was.  recovered  fomewhat  from  His^tigicy 
and  after  the  Prc^icador  Mayor  was  re* 
covered  likewife  from  the  exagitatioi;  hf 
lud  iuSered  from  his  rifible  faculty  during 
this  extraordinary  fundion^  fays  the  latter^ 
V  It  is  certain^  brother  Gerund,  and  no 
one  can  deny  that  thou  poflefieft  a  woor 
0erful  talent ;  eipecially  fome  of .  thy 
a£Uons  are  fp  excellent  that  better  canqot 
bedevifed;  and  though  thou  fpokcd'ft  ng( 
a  word*  I  faw  clearly  what  thou  meaned'ft 
^)  fay  by  theoi.  It  fcems  as  if  thou  had'i^ 
.    \  '  fcrmoni 
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ft^mohs  in  thy  hands,  and  choice  ones 
too>  &>  eloquently  do  they  talk.  And  here 
comes  in  like  a  pearl  what  the  wile  man 
lays,'  In  manu  iffius  nos  &  Jhwones  noJlrL 
For  though  in  reality  he  fpeaks  there  of 
another  thing,  yet  who  (hall  prevent  ttif 
applying  it  to  one  very  different  when  a 
text  offerB  fo  invitingly  and  cries,  Come^ 
take  me  i  But  to  the  bufinefs :  I  will 
DOW  give  thee  a  fubjed:  to  preach  on  and' 
the  drcumilances  thou  art  to  note. 

**  Thou  know*ft  tbat  in  Trinity  pariffi 
ihttt  is  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Ann^ 
Which  belongs  to  the  fraternity  of  the 
Saint,  to  whom  the  (aid  fraternity  eele*^ 
brates.  a  folemn  feflival :  Thou  knov/ft* 
that  this  year  the  Mayor  Domos  are  Don 
Looii  Flores  and  Don  Francifco  Romero, 
the  Regidors  *  of  that  town  i  and  laftly* 
t^iou  know'ft  that  diefe  gentlemen  drove^ 
awjiy  fome  whores  who  came  to  fettle 
themfelves  in  it ;  a  work  without  dpubt 
vtty  pleafing  to  God  and  to  all  good 
chriflians.  This  is  the  fubjed,  and  thefe 
die  circumftances  which  thou  mud  trot 
fail  to  touch  upon.  But  eight  days  -^are 
allowed  thee,  that  being  the  limit  of  the 

*  dvfl  Officers. 

A  a  4  order; 


t     » 
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nmrk/  tben»  mj  fritod;  «nd  God 

. JPlefclnuice,  r^er»  thou  mayeft.bifc 
fcan  Jt  rockeCy  which»  peucafaly  fufpuuled 
betwee0  two  nails  on  an  upright  inft, 
opon  hftving  fire  aj^lMl  io  its  little  tkidtfli 
tailt  has  in  aik  inftant  left  its  quiet  flagon 
and  mounted  to  the  fiiblimcftregba.of 
tha  fkiesi  and  that  fame. dangling  ftick, 
which  lately  hung  almoft  to  the  gftntnd, 
now  reared  terrific^  alarms  the  .varjucon- 
i^ellations ;  infomnch  that  the  Virgin  chaf- 
tily  covers  her  countenance  with  her  hand, 
icA  it  ibould  piecce  it  and  undo  her^.  :^at 
i5rleft.it  diould  put  out  one  of  keteycs 
and :  ^Qil  her  heaaty.  Juft .  exadiy  jfo 
thtttf  ixither  more  nor  lefi,  did  oar  fiiaar 
Gerund  fpring  rapidly  from  the.  pttt -of 
the.  Briodicador  Mayor:  op  to  the/libnary 
o£  the  I  convent.  There  he  loaded:  hfm«> 
fel£  with  the  BdygJott  ;Bible  of.  Aloda, 
with  the  Concordance  of  Zamora,,  with 
the.  .Theatr^m  Vitas:  Humans  of  fieydr- 
linki  'with  the  Saturnalia  of  Macrobias> 
with  :the  Mythology  of  Habifio8;l>B3ttdr, 
witli  the  Symbolical  World  of  Picmdus, 
with  the  Mythological  Kalendars  of  Reu- 
fhero,  Tamayus^  Mafculus  and  Rofinus, 
6  yehich 
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which  were  the  books  and  the  Hoty  Fa- 
thers which  he  hed  feen  the  good  somlti 
Friar  Bias  twn  oyer  when  he  had  a  fermon 
to  compofe.  It  is  not  to  be  tdd  what  he 
read^  what  he  contemplated:,  what  he 
■an  through  in  thofe  eight  diiys,  jior^the 
inniimerable  ideas  which  ciouded  upon 
that  tmquiet  and  turbulent  imagination^ 
all  ftrhring  which  fliould  be  moft  extrava- 
gant  and  perpkaced.  But  nothing  did  he 
Nad,  fee,  or  underftandg  but  what  came 
Kite  a  pearl  to  his  fubjedi  either  as  a  fi'^ 
nlile#  eomparifbn,  or  text.  He  noted» 
noDted,  blotted  out,  and  added»  till  at 
fength  after  three  foul  copies,  he  produced 
a  fermon  as  fair  a9  a  flower*  >  He>  went 
over  it^  ftudied  it>  aded  it,  and  rehearfed 
the  preaching  a  thoofand  times  in  bis^ell 
upon  all  the  lumber  there  was  in  it,  upon 
tfad'  chair,  upon  the  ftool,  upon  .thtt  table^ 
Upon  the  benfch,  and  upon  the  bed.  But, 
twb  days  before  tha  fundliion,  .when  the 
man  'whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  wdken  the 
brethren  and  bring  them-  a  lights  oa'me  into 
his  cell  -he  found  Friar  Gerund  in  bis 
fliirt.upon  the  tarima  or  raifed  part  of  the 
floor,  powerfully  preaching  in  his  flecp, 
not  knowing  what  he  was  about. ' ' 


As 


As.  thc&  things  bad  got  wiAd  ifi  ibe 
conveot^  great  was  the  expeftatioo  an^ 
dciirc  of  the  whole  commiioity  to  hear 
him*  At  iength  arrived  the  dawn  of  the 
greats  the  important  day,  wken«  before 
all  thingSt  our  Friar  Gerund  was  fi>  ihaved^ 
and  combed^  and  fmuggedy  and  fprncedf 
that  it  was  a  delight  to  behold  bis  faoe.^ 
He  that  day  hanfelled  a  new  habit>  which 
he  had  defired  his  mother  to  fend  him  for 
the  pnrpofe,  begging  earneftly  that  (he 
would  be  Aire  to  iron  the  folds  well^  thai  1 
they  might  lie  fmooth  and  handfome,  that 
he  might  cut  the  more  refpedable  figure^ 
as  this  givfs  a  mighty  grace  to  the  gap^. 
ment ;  and  fnoreover  he  defired  U^e  would 
not  fail  to  let  him  have  two  good  yxd^^ 
wide  handkerchiefs*  one  white  and  the 
other  coloured,  as  they  were  both  very 
necei{ary  pieces  of' furniture  for  the  en^ 
tfance«  The  good  Catania  fent  every  tfamg 
with  z  thomiand  loves,  and  with  but  one 
condition,  which  was»  that,  as  (he  could 
not  bear  him,  he  ihould  fend  in  return  a 
cq^yof  the  iermon,  that  it  might  be  read 
by  the  paribn  of  the  parifli,  and  his  god** 
father  the  licentiate  Quixano. 
'  The  h9ur  being  come,  and  the  bell  rung- 
for  dinner,  there  was  not  abfent  that  day' 

from 
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Cioin  tbe^  tcfcdory   cot  «ven:  the  io9V«ft 

layrbrothcr  of  the  commuDity^.  t)tcau£7». 

in  fealityt   they  all  loved  Friar  Genmd,: 

as  well  for  hie  good  genius  as  bis  liberal 

di(pofition»  and  llkewife  becauie  their  co^,^ 

riofity  was  whetted  by  feeing  in  him  ibch' 

a  ri^ge  for  the  pulpit»  in   which  they  all 

underftood     rightly    enough    that    there 

was  more  innocence  than  malice»  or  de*-* 

fire  of  leading  an  idle  life.     He  moanted" 

the  palpit,  then»  with  a  graceful  air  and 

prefcnted  himfelf  with  fuch  a  confident 

and.  unembarraiTed  countenance,  that  the 

vjHy  Predicador  Mayor  himfelf  almoft  be** 

gan  to  envy  him.    He.  threw  a  pair  of  diP 

(feiofttl    glances;   with   affected  majefty^ 

on  all  fide9  the  refcdory,    and  obiervlng 

tbiB  indifpenfable  prolegomena  of  (baking 

fucceffively  in  the  air  his  pair  of  handkerw 

cluefsi  white  and  red,  and  ibuiidii^  the 

trumpet  in  Sion,  he  began  with  a  hoUow 

and  guttural  voice  to  found  the  **  Pmiiedi 

gloriiied,  and  blcfled  be  the  holy  iacra- 

meat/'  concluding  with*  <<  In  the  fird  in^ 

ftant  of  its  mod  pure  facred  being  and  .na« 

tural    animation'*-~a  claufe,    whioh  had 

always  ftruck  him  forcibly.     He  crofled 

himfelf  with  great  command,  propofed  his 

:,  without  cipiuing  Ex  Evangelica  lec^ 

tnnc 
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tkne^-capite  decinw  fUArt^,  noigked  twice> 
and  brought  forth  the  falutation  in  tlie 
following  manner : 

^<  Of  not  lefs  eftimation  is  the  green  co<» 
*'  lour  that  it  is  not  yellow,  than  the  ic<r- 
^'  let  that  it  is  not  blue ;  Dominui,  O  Alti-- 
•*  iiu^  dwitiarum  fapientia  &  fchntia 
^  Z>W/  As  colours  failed  not  to  be  the 
^^  <^acle  of  fight,  fo  neither  do  words  fail 
<^  to  be  that  of  faith  in  hearing,  as  Chrift 
*i  hath  faidy  Fides  ex  audiiu,  auStus  autem 
•'  per  verbum  Cbrifti.  St.  Ann  was  hotn^ 
^s  as  my  faith  adores  tM  from  having 
^  bear4  it  faid,  of  a  red  colour ;  becanfe 
**  the  azure  waves  of  her  funeft  fenfations 

V  tM^  her  ftrongly  palpitate  in  her  910- 

V  ther's  womb  I  J&xr  uter9  ante  luctferMf 
**  genui  te.  To  this  tranfparent  angeli 
*'  then,  this  diaphanous  intelligence,  and 
*•  ^eculative  objeft.  of  the  moft  Olarp  de- 
^  votion,  this  fervent  and  exftatic  pieople 
^^  oonfecf  iites  thefe  hyperbolic  rites^  fince 
«'  (he-  is  diftinguilfaed^  as  is  feen  there  in 
^  her  image,  by  a  beautiful  and  pleafing 
'*  countenance  }  Vultum  tuum  depreeabun^ 
*•  tur  ^mnes  divites  pkbis.  I  lay  afide  all 
'^further  exordiMn,  and  proceed  imme- 
«<  diately  to  the  fubjeft,-  though  it  is  fo 

/^  principal  an^one.  ^Let>  ifhen>the  curiooa 

.    *^  hearer 
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'^  hearer  begin  to  uadcrftand  1   ^  tP*^fi 
•'  capere^  capiat. 

<<  Ann,  as  we  all  know»  was  the  mo^. 
<<  thcr  of  our  Lady,  and  grave  authors  afy> 
**  firm,  that  (he  carried  her  in  her  womb' 

twenty  mcinths,  Hie  meHfo  fextus  efl  iUi %^ 

and  others  add  that  (he  wept,  P^rewrx^ 
«*  ploravit  in  mSUm  :  whence  I  infer  that^ 
*•  Mary  was.  a  Zabori  -^  £^  gratia  ejus 'in 
^*  me  vacua  .non  fuit.  But  let  the  orator 
**  attend  to  argumenL  St.  Ann  was  the^ 
'^  mother  of  Mary,  but  Mary  was  the 
"  mother  of  Chrift,  therefore  St.  Ann  is 
**  the  grandmother  of  the  moft  Holy  Tri-. 
**  nity,  Et  T'rtnitafem  in  unit  ate  nienere-- 
**  mun  6n  thia  account  is  (he  celebrated 
**  in  this  her  houfe>  Hac  requies  mea-  in 
^*  fceculumfecuU. 

••  And  what  can  be  given  thee,  O  Ann^. 
'*  m  retribution  for  thy  compendious  be-« 
••ncfits!  ^id  retribuam.  Domino  9  What, 
•*  parallels  can  cxprcfs  my  words  in  the. 
*'  fpeaking  thy  praifes  ?  Laud^  vos  f  In  hoc 
*^  non  laudo.  Thou  art  that  myfterious 
'^  net,  in  whofe  opake  meflies  remain  cap* 

m 

f .  A  popvhr  idea,  that  there  are  perfons  (whom  tlJcf 
Cftll  Zahorn)  born  with  a  faculty  of  feeing  cJeady  any* 
thhig  which  is  covered,  even  though  it  iheuld  be  under 
tbe  earth,  to  that  it  be  not  cov^ed  with  a  blue.cloth; 

tlvated 
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^'^  ti^ated  the  filly  fiihes.  Sagena  mjjfk  xn 
**  mart.  Thoa  art  that  ftoncof  the  d^it, 
*^  which  the  lover  of  Rachel  ereded  Id 
^*  the  Damaican  field  to  give  water  to  his 
^*  flock^  Mulier  da  mibiaquam.  But  I  (hall 
•*  fay  better*  following  the  text  of  the 
*'  Gofpel;  St.  Ann  is  that  precious  pearl, 
**  which*  fecundated  by  the  infults  of  the 
^'  horizon*  makes  diofe  who  fe^k  it  blind* 
*«  ^uerentibus  bonas  margaritas  :  She  is  that 
«*  trcafure,  now  hidden*  ^hefaurus  abjcoh-- 
•*^//w,  now  occult*  nihil  occukum^  which 
'•the  holy  (bul  rcferved  for  the  utmoftends 
**  of  the  earthy  De  ultimis  jinibus  pr^etium 
•^  ejus :  She  is  that  hidden  god*  as  Philo 
••  fkid,  TuM  Deus  abfconditus  i  and  fhe  is 
*'  the  greateft  of  miracles*  as  Thotta^s 
^  faid*  Miraculorum  ab  iffo  fa&orum  maxi-' 
•*  mum, 

**  Various  circumftances  ennoble  the 
*•  fcftival.  Some  are  aggravating.  Telle 
**  gravatum  tuum  ^  others  of  a  difTeneht 
•«  fpecies.  Specif  tua  &  pulcbritudine  tua. 
••And  it  is,  becaufe  the  Signiors.Florcs 
*^  and  Romero,  the  noble  Atlafes  of  this 
*•  town,  call  to  judgment,  or  caufcd  to  be 
•*  called,  in  the  night,  with  thunders  and 
••  glittering  Tons  of  ardent  hurricane,  tbofe 
'f  wandering  females  who  went  up   and 

••  down 
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^  down  like  the  rapid  fpif its  on  Jacot/s 
*''laddcr,  j/lngeJos  quo  afcendentes  &  de^ 
^^  fiendentei.  And  the.  reafon  is  nacuraf^ 
^^  becaufe  all  which  dcfcends  afcends^  and 
^*  all  which  afcends  defcends»  Zacbte,  fef^ 
*^  tinans  defcende. 

«f .  Let  the  energy  of  the  lips  ceafei  and 
f^  let  my  eytes,  like  feftive  anchorsi  con- 
<<  template  a  very  literal  text  which  the 
'^  Canticles  prefent!  It  fays  thus,  Ve^c  tur-- 
'^  turis  audita  eft^  flores  apparuerunt  in  terra 
*^  nqfirat  temput  ptitatitmis  adwhtt :  The 
*^  beautiful  turtle  fung  in  our  barren  cdun* 
"  try.  Flowers  came  to  adorn  it,  and  thefe 
«•  fame  Flowers  *  drove  away  the  harlots, 
/f  Hempus  putationis  advenit.  A  text  fo  li  - 
^*  teral  needs  not  an  application  :  but^  for 
••  the  fake  of  the  erudite,  I  will  briefly 
^'  fay,  thatj  in  the  turtle  is  reprefented 
••  holy  Ann;  for,  if  this  tender  and  tur* 
'*  bulent  little  bird  is  the  hieroglyphic 
'^  throne  of  Chaflity,  Ann  was  chafte, 
*Vfince  0ie  had  but  one  only  daughter,, 
«'  Fi/id  mea  male  a  demonio  vexatur.  *  That 
'*  of  Tempus  putationis   is  equally  exaft  ; 

% 

*  Flares,  Flowers,  the  name  of  one  of.  the  Mayor 
1)9mos.  Ritnerot  the  name  of  the  other,  fignifies  Rofe* 
tea*f.' 

*••  fincc 


* 
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'^  fioqp  tbc  rtaowned  knigbtS|»  t^^e  Mt^ 
^f.Demofp  ba^idied  tbo&  Satnaritans  by 
*^  whom ,  tbQ    acigbbovhood    wa$    dff- 

^^  turbed. 

■  •        .         » 

^'  Now  I  remeaber  aootbcr  text,  whkiN 
^'  {{ill  more  fully  than  the  laft>  poinpfe^ 
'*  heads  aU  the  circamftaiK:e«  of  the  fub* 
je^t  ,pf  that  great  womaa  AoAj    4^ 
endfony  pf  Pl^eQena^  as  it  is  iaid  lO;  the 
boQk  of  royal  petfons^  wfao^  by  thp  ji^oi*  • 
'*  pujfe  of  her  deprecrations,  and  by  lif€ 
^^  help  of  Heli»  had  a  foo  called  S^|)K^ 
"■^  Let.  the  argtoTj,  th^n^   attead  t<^  Vg^ 
*'  ment»    Heli,  aQagrammatUced^.  fomK}*'  - 
'*  t^e  &mo  as  Joachiut  St^t  %^  tuajm 
*'  ouriius  mh.     Samuel  was  as  prop^^ 
Maiy  was  a  propheteis>  by  which,  Jn  - 
the  iqyftic  f^nfe,  Samuel  sMid  Masytis 
^^  the  fame*     I  liiaye  now  proved  the  fi^ 
*'  jed:  fu£(iently»  diifofively  i^  aqd  thero* 
remaia^  only  m  apply  it  to  the  fto^terpi 
or  Rofemary ;    though,^,   fupppfiiig.tho 
Rofemary  to  bear  a  flower,  it  ii^  already 
•'  done,  Fhres  apparuerunt  interrano^a.  ^^ 
Bujt,  neyerthelei^,  I  would,  wit|i  ]$t 
greater    propriety,    adapt   the  circum-r  * 
'*  fiances   to   the  fabje<5L     Hiilories   iir-, 
•*  form  us,   that  the^  moft  Holy  Virgia    - 
^*  huDgr  out  the  clouts  of  her  new- born  . 

''chad,. 
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**  child,   9^>.  "P^^.    K  hedge  of  Rofc- 
*«  niarjr :  and  wHo  taught  her  ttis  ?  Her 

V  mother  St..  Ann;    iince  all  (be  knew 

I       .1......       .'^.. 

was  taught  her  by  the  fame  inftrudtrefs^ 
Ipfe  vos  docfbit  omnia.    Then  as  St.  And  * 
^\  hung  out  clouts  upon  a  hedge  of  Roie« 

\  tnary;,  the  Rofcmary  fervcd  St.  Ann : . 
••  the  famp  diing^  we  fee  on  this  very  day 
*•  in  which  flie  is  fervcd.  by  the  magnani- 
*•  mous  Mayor^.Domo,  Don  Francifco  Ro- 
*[  merot  whicl>  concludes  all  that  there 
*•  wa?  need,  to  (hew.      , 

.  •*  Now  tjien  Jet  u$  aflc  for  graces  But 
^  ^o  fhal)  afk  it  ?  Ifaiah  ?  Alas,  no^ 
•f  Gregory  ?  Oh<  yes.  The  daughter 
^;  fii%Il  help  her  mother  in  her  labours 
••  FiUa  regum  in  bomrefuo.  Gome,  theri^ 
••  let  us  fay  to  her,  that  acroftic  prayer  * 
••  which  (he  taught  her  infant  Mary  \  for, 
'f  as  a  good  mother,  as  foon  as  (he  could  ;^ 
**  (peaks  (he  inflrudted  her  to  rehearfe  the 

*^    ■  AVE    MARIA>   &C.'' 

This  waS)  without  diminutidn  or  addi« 
tion,  themoft  famous  falutation  which  the 
iQeoi^u^able  Friar  Gerund  de  Campazaa 
let  off  in  the  refeiSory,  as  an  hanfel  and^ 
£fimfAc  of  his  preaching  talents,  in  the. 
pre^oce  of  all  the  venerable  community, 
iocludtog  the  very  Reverend  Father  Mafter 

Vot.  !•         *    3  b  Pro- 
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Provincial,  who,  by  h^ppy  cKamre  had  ar- 
rived the  night  before  uponr  his  vifitation 
to  the  convent.    Thisf  is   that  falatatibn* 
which  ought  to  be  perpetuated  in  print,  to* 
be  eternized  by  the  pref$,  to  be  immorta- 
lized by  pencil,  by  graver,    by  chi^,  on 
canvafs,  on  brafs,  on  marble,  for  a  piece 
orrginal,    rare,  unique,    inimitable  in  its* 
kind.     And  God  forgive  bis  Oravityftiip* 
the  very  Reverend  Father  Provincial,  who,* 
after  having  thrown  cold  water  upon  the* 
joy  of  the  delighted  hearers, 'deprived  die* 
republic  of  letters  of  the  body  of  the  icr- 
mon— 2- — d  lofs  nevtr  fufficiehtly  to  be  tfe-* 
plored.     For  though  there^  art  ihnutMr-' 
able  fertndns  going  about  in*  ^intf  e^* 
cially  of  thoft  called  circumfianceJ, '  whiebj. 
if  we  may  guefs  from  the  falntation,  which 
is  all  we  have  fecn  of  Friar  Gerund's,  may 
Ire  fupptjfed  not  to  fall*  fhort  of  it  in  fob-* 
jftancc;  yet  ir  can  never  be  fuppoled  that 
in  the  fpirit,  the  foul,  the  zcfV,  they'clBllId* 
touch  the  heel  of  the  (hoe  of  that  of  our 

• 

new-born  Predicador.  <  -  * 

It  happened,  then,  that,  dnriirg  tfcc  fa- 
lotation,  there  was  fuch  tittering,  and' 
gigglihg,  and  at  laft  fuch  unfmotherable- 
laughter,  that*  it  burft  forth  in  rcpeatetfi 
roars  from  expanded  jaws /and  fupportdd* 
'^    ^  6     '  £des; 
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fides;  idfomitch  that  a  Father  iV^Wif^ 
gave  back  irhat  he  had  eatin  through  the 
mere  coaruIfioQ ;  the  fedarec  of  the  dafa* 
*  had  like  to  have  been  ftrangled  with  a 
piece  of  cheefe;  and  even  a  lay^brother^ 
not  underftanding  much  oi  farmunts,  or 
latins^  or  textes^  yet  one  of  Gerund's  Htibiu 
bears^  or  moft  remarkable  abfurditiesi  boLt« 
ing  out  upon  him  whilft  he  had  a  Jefus 
[wine^cup]  at  his  lips,  inftantly  returned 
abo\;it  a  pint  of  what  he  had  taken  dowa 
in  fuch  furious  and  divergent  fpoutiogs 
from  his  mouth  and  nollrils,  that  he  h*and- 
fomcly  foufed  his  two  collaterals*  Now* 
ars  from  ail  thefe  incidents^  it  was  ncceiTary 
for  the  preacher  to  ftop  at  every  tura,  and 
make;a  thoafand  paufes  to  give  room  for  the' 
vo)UciX)f  the  mufquetryi  and  dinner  was' 
naw  ^moft  over,  but,  principally^  as  the 
Father  Provincial  felt  a  fcruple  of  confcl^ 
cixie  in  letting  him  go  on  ihooting  fuch  a 
quiver  of  bolts  to  his  own  difgrace,  arldy 
moreover,  thought  the  whole  affair  too 
farcical  for  fo  ferious  an  adl  of  the  commu-^ 
nity,  he  ordered  him  to  leave  off,  and 
ccfooe  down  from  the  pulpit  $  which  was 
to  poor  Friar  Gerund  an  exercife  of  obe-' 

•  One  of  the  Friars  who  propofes  a  moral  cafe  for  the 
dirqulfifiort  df  the  brotherhood.  ' 

B  b  2  dience 
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dieoce  fall  of  bittereft:  inortificatK)04 
What  happened  afterwards^  the  curious 
reader  will  fee*  in  the  next  chapter. 


C  H  A  R     VI. 

Of  the  different  opinions  there  were  in  the 
tdnujiunity  concerning  the  falutatim  and 
talents  of  our  Friar  Gerund^  and  br^  if 
came  at  Idji  to  be  thought  neceffaty  that 
bejhmld  be  made  a  preucber. 

• 

TH  £  firft  care  of  the  Father  Provm* 
cial  upon  going  out  of  the  refedlory^ 
was  to  aik  Gerund  for  his  papers  i  and 
whilfl  the  latter  was  eating  hi^  dinner  at  a 
£econd  table,  the  whole  fermon  was  read 
in  the  cell  of  his  Reverence^  where  all  the 
grave  fathers  alTembled  to  pay  their  re- 
ijpefts  to  him.  And  though  they  here  re- 
peated their  laughter  with  more  liberty, 
for  it  is  aflcried  by  thofo  who  were  ear- 
Witnefles,  that  the  body  of  the  fermon 
w^s  not  a  jot  inferior  to  the  falutation  > 
yet  there  was  no  prevailing  upon  the  Pro- 
vincial, by  all  the  inftances  their  Reve- 
reiices  could  make^  to  part  with  it  out  of 

his 
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bis  handSf  excufin^  hlfQfelf  by  faying  that 
he  had  a  fcruple  of  confcience  in  expoHng 
him  to  be  made  ftiU  more  ridiculous;  and 
with  great  difficulty  did  hp  let  go  the  falu*- 
latign,  of  which  however  he  permitted 
a  few  fropips  to  be  taken,  as  the  whole  po- 
pulace and  mufquetr/  of  the  convent,  pio- 
neers and  all,  h^d  already  tafled  the  fweet 

tog* 

After  their  Reverences  had  takeft  their 

^U  of  laughteTf  the  Provincial  faid  ferionfly, 
f'  But,  in  truth,  I  really  pity  this  jTOung 
man  :  his  exterior  talent  is  not  only  good, 
but  excellent ;  but  then  the  abfurdities 
which  he  ftfi^gs  together  are  infqffefa^bl?, 
9n4  are  all  owjog,  firfl  to  the  wan|  of 
iludy,  and,  fccondly,  to  (he  muddy  fotin- 
tains  at  which  he  drinks,  or  the  accuried 
ippdpls  hp  pfopofes  for  his  imitation,  than 
which  therp  cannot  be  worfe  cither  in 
xnpdc  or  fubftance."  Some  malicioufly  inr 
finuate  that  the  Provincial  aimed  this  at 
the  l^redicador  Maypr,  as  be  was  not  igr 
norant  of  thp  particular  frienilihip  which 
^xifted  between  thp  two*  nor  of  the  exe- 
crable inflrudtions  cordially  given  on  thp 
pne  part,  and  on  the  other  as  cordially  re- 
f  eived ;  and  indeed  the  Predicador  himfelf 
fnight  not  be  altogether  without  a  fufpir 

6  b  3  cion 
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cion  that  it  had  fuch  a  tendency,  ais  ^there 
is  a  report  that,  in  this  inftance  onl^;  he 
was  feen  toblufti.  But,  however  it  nafght 
t)c,  ^  the  Provincial  proceeded,  "  Notv  I 
li^'^e  a  mind  to  try  in  the  preftnce  of  your 
Paternities,  if  1  can  by  any  dextrobs  and 
gentle  management  ^ring  this  fad  to  a 
fenfe  of  his  foHy,  and  induce  him  to  ftndyi 
apply  himfelf,  and  read  at  lead  fome  gbod 
fcrmons,  that  he  may  catch  the  true  tafte 
of  preaching,  and  credit  the  order  by  his 
ipccious  talents.'*  He  then  ordered  the 
lay-brother;  his  particular  attendant,  who 
was  v^^aiting  upon  their  Paterniti?:s  with 
old  wihc  and  bifcuits  by  way  of  deftrt,  to 
go  to  the  refeAory  and  tell  Friar  Gcrunfif, 
that,  if  he  had  done  dinner,  he  fhbiild 
come  to  the  Provincial's  cell. 

He  inftantly  obeyed  the  fummons, 
feared  and  frightened,  but  prefently  com- 
pofed  himfelf  upon  hearing  the  Provincial 
fay,  very  gracioufly  and  endearingly,  as 
foon  as  he  appeared,  •*  Come  hither/  fon, 
and  give  me  an  embrace;  thou  hafl;  ac- 
quitted thyfelf  juft  as  I  expefted ;  and  if  I 
'  did  not  permit  the  fermon  to  be  fini(hed. 
It  was  not  becaufe  we  (hould  pot  all  have 
heard  it  with  great  pleafure,  but  i>ecaufe 
the  community  were  all  upon  the  pdih*  of 

*        '        *  finilhing 
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^ihing  their  meaL"    It  is  incredible  bovr 
moch  he  was  iblaccd  and  reafiored  by  this 
uaexpeded  tone  of  voice   and  tenour  of 
words  in  the  Provincial,  who,  proiecutin^ 
4xis  pmdent  artifice,  aiked  himi  ^'  Come, 
now,    tell  me  the  troth,  who  cooipoied 
the  falutation  for.  you  ?"    «  Our  Father,*^ 
anfwered  the  boneft  and  intrepid  Gerund; 
with  a  dove-like  fincerity,  '^  the  devil  take 
tne  if  I  did  not  nutke  it  all  oat  of  my  own 
head/'    ^«  But.  then  thofe  texts  fo  literal, 
and  (b  well .  a^pted,  how  (houldft  thou 
icnow  them  if  thou  haft  never  read  the 
flible  ?"  «•  Our  Father,  that  is  with  me, 
/rom  a  little  lefTon  which  the  Predicador 
Mayor  gave  me  upon  a  certain  occafion, 
<hc  eafiefl  thing  in  the  world."     ••  WelU 
vhat  little  leiTdiK  was  that?''   «'  He  told 
ine  that  whenever  I  would  apply  a  text  to 
may  &pani(h  word,  I  had  only  to  look  in  the 
Comx>rdance  for  the  Latin  word  which  cor- 
refppnded  tp  it,  and  I  ihould  find  texts  by 
the  peck,  out  o£  which  I  might  pitk  and 
chufe  what  I. liked.     So  I  did,  and  really 
and   truly  my  texts,    unlefs  I  am  much 
miflaken,    were  as  well   forted  as  heart 
Icould  wiih." 

*  ^••'Andfo,"    faid  the  Provincial  .a  little 
^neeripglyr  '^  the  Father  Predicador  Mayor 

B  b  4  taught 
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iltlM&gbl:  yoa-:tlusilittle  leflbhl*'  **  Xt&t  oar 

■^wimrt'\>ud^ttai  tbe  tonoeent  Ge^imd, 

r*$fi:&n4''ititb  tfa^t  on 'my  fide  I  am  no^ 

'  -WriUd  *  to  4iDd(irtake  the  moft  difficult  Hbct 

4noo^  )Mid  witti  circuoi^ahces  the  moft  kir 

1  trieate^diat  can  be;  for  fb  thtt  I  fii|d  4ii 

the  ConcoriSaifce  the  correfponding^^wqRl, 

.  "phat  care  I  if  it  rains  down  circdmAaiMes 

*  upon  mis  ?  iiteral  tex(5  (hall  likewife  fiia 

fkmrn  upcm  the  andience/!    f^f  Btit  dcMAot 

yon  fee,  my  ion,  faid  the  Krovindal^  that 

'this  rule  is  notagpod  one,  becauie'the 

^  r.  praacher  liiajr  njcau  to  prove  one  tkiftgf 

(find  the  text  in  whidx  h^  finds  the  "trtxA 

iitt  looks  £br  may  fpeak  of  another*  hs^ing 

.  ^t  the  leaft  connexion  or  affinity -intb 

:    ^liat'  he  ih£ends?  For  example^  whattc- 

latioii  IS'  there  between  St/Ann!s  palpitat* 

ibg'.or    not  palpitating    in  her  MotfaerjR 

.  '39^omby  and  the  eternal  generation  of  the 

.    ^word  in!  thfe  divine  iiitelUgChce,  ipokett  of 

-  jto  :  this  text  Ex  Uieri  ante  luciferuif  germ, 
V  ifcf)?"/*^  This  relation,  our  Father}  there 
'::>  vl^A^is  fpoken  of;  and  if  the  text  coinei 
.  jhot  to  Edpitating^  it  comes  to  Uterop  and 
-^tiJiftth;i»fficierit  for  the  preacher/'     *        ^ 

-  :  -^ff  But,  tell  me,  to  what  ptirpofi:,  did 
J  lyoobcirigin;  ^tilhf  g^avatum  tuumf*[  «*To 
^^niVito'porpofe  did  I  bdng  it  in !  whyi4<^ 

•    not 
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ppjt  your  Pat«fbity  Fcmemberli  JbreilgliytiiC 
w  ^ott,  accoiiiu  the  aggravating,  ciiiciiiti- 
iftances  I  Can  there  be  any  tiling  matt 
•like,  than  aggravatif^^^d  gravatum.h  in^ 
fleed  I  don- 1  very  will  knotr  ^htf  gf^nth 
ttm  means,  but  it  founds  to  me  like  an 
\0gff^avating  thing»  and  the  faiQe.would?  it 
ioiud  to  any  audience  of  good  eatt.^i^d 
la  it  ibund  well  to  the  audience  .there  is 
need  of  nothing  more  to  give  it  propriety.'^ 
Notvritbftanding  the  natural  ferioufilefs 
and  the  ciccumipe^ion  of  the  Provincial 
leather  he  liras  fb  tickled  with  theie  extra* 

.  yagsmce$  that  he  c^old  icarce  xe£raii>  from 
laughter;  but^  reprefling  it  as  well  as  he 
!could,  he  proceeded  to  '  touch  fipon  ibroe 
other  abfurdities  in  the  |alutatt€tn,  afking 
him»  *'  And  what  grave  aodibcs  are  tfaofe 

'  Who  affirm  that  St.  Ann  carried  our  lady 
twenty  nionths  id  her  womb  f!*  ^f  Our 
£ather,  anfwered  Gerund,  Idonotfcnow» 

>    iotl  never  read  it  in  any;  but  as  I  hear 

.  (be  moft  fanibus  preachers  ^y  at  eveiy 

.  4tttn,  Grav/e.  authors  affirm^  w  are  infmned 

hy  grove  authors^  &c.'  I  thought  tbliit  this 

'was  X>ne  of  the  cuftomary .  pht^es  of  the 

\'..  pulpit,  like  fimie  others,  which  evety  one 
'  fnay-  ufe   as  freely  as   he  plea£tst>  and> 

:    itbiQUghlno  author  ever  dreduned  of  fitying 

io''    '-.  '  what 


tvbAt  tbe4)osiichcr  ikys,  yet  that  he  might 
cittAuthors^    Fathers,   and  Councils'  hf 
the  £cqxQ,  whenever  it  would  turn  to  ac4 
<»unt»  as  well  as  verfions,  expolitionf »  and 
l(^nds;  for  to  what  an  alarming  con^^ 
quencf  ihoiuld  we  be  led,  oar  Father,  hf 
thci  contrary  pra&ice  ?  Qr  who  would  be 
a  prqacher,  if  all  the  information,  erudi-*. 
tioo,    and  texts,   which  are  delivered  in 
fermons,  were  to  be  drawn  from  hooks  ??*^ 
""  But  does  not  my  fon  fee,''  (aid  th^ 
Proviiicial,  ^'  that  this  is  to  lie  i  and  that  to 
Itci  beiides   being  (hameful  and  unworthy 
of  a  good  man  every   where,  is,  in  tht 
pulpit, .  which  is  the  chair  of  truth,  a  kind 
fif  fjicrilej^e  V  '^  I  admire  the  fcruple^  of 
your  Paternity,;  (anfwcred  Priar  Gerund  j) 
to  be  fare  I  have  not  heard  fo  many  fer^ 
mons  as  your  Paternity,  becaufe  I  hdve 
not  lived  &>  long ;  but  I  can  afTure  jcour^ 
Keyerence  that  no  where  have  I  ever  heard 
fo  many  .aod  fg  great  lies  as  in  the  pulpits. 
'There  they  give  to  flocks  and  flones  virtues 
Vhich  they  have  not,    and   feign,  things 
which  never  exited  in  nature.  There  .^h^y 
snake  the  fathers  andexpofitors  fay  vvhat* 
civor  comes  into  their  imagination ;  and  t(i 
my',  opmipn  they   who  do  it  do   mighty 
^fvelli.  for  if  the  fatheris  and  expofitbrs  dSA 
.  ,  /  not 


FRIAR   GERUND.    37^ 

fiot  fky  fo,  yet  they  might  have  TiiS  ib; 
and  no  one  hindered  them  from  faying  it^ 
There,  not  infrequently,  they  feign  texts 
even  of  facred  fcripture ;  and  in  this  there 
feem^  to  me  no  inconvenience ;  for  as  the 
HolyGhoft  infpired  the  things  faid  by  the 
Prophets  and  Evangelifls,  it  may  in  like 
'  manner  infpire  tQ  preachers  the  thingS 
which  they, {hall  fay.  At  leaft  a  preacher 
of  great  renown  told  me  fo,  andthougti  ik 
IS  ttue  that  this  dodtriae  did  not  approve 
itfelf  much  to  my  judgment,  yet  in*  (he 
end  I  was  perfuaded  that  it  was  extremely 
convenient.  There,  finally,  are  feigned, 
or  related,  events,  and  tragical,  horrible,' 
examples,  which  never  happened,*  c|oaih- 
ed  and  adorned  with  fuch  ftrange  circutn- 
ftances  that  it  .is  clearly  feen  they  ar6 
novels  i  and  nev^rthelefs  we  fee  th^y  havft 
much  efFeft,  for  the  good  people  groan^ 
weep,  figh,  and  beat  their  breads  with 
much  compun<!tion.  See  now,  and  pleaCe 
your  Paternity,  if  they  lie  in  the  pulpit  T' 

**  I  cannot  deny,"  replied  the  Pr6vincial, 
"  but  that,  for  our  (ins,  there  is  much  of 
this;  but  it  is  always  an  mtolerabld  bold- 
nefs  and  a  (hame;  and  any  preach&i^  who 
ihould  be  detedlcd  in  fuch  impbfturJ&'s 
pught  ttf  be  fcvercly  punilhed  and  to  have 

his 
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his  licence  ior  pfcachiqg  taken  away  £qp 
cVcf/' .  "  Ay,,  Qur  Father !  (fald  Gcrua4 
fn  k  C9n9miicratiqg  tope)  if  this  were  to 
be  done,  lybo  would  there  be  to  preach 
jnc  |crinons  of  thp  Fraternities  ?  ^nd  how 
ihany  honeft  men  jyould  be  begging  their 
bread  from  door  to  door,  or  obliged  tq 
leari)  fopje  otiicr  trade?** 

'*  But  tell  me,  fon,  if  for  fuch  weighty 

fnotivei  .you    raifed    fhe    falfe  teftimony 

ggaiofl  grave  authors,  of  their  frying  thaf 

St*  Ann  carried  the  Virgin  in  h^r  womb 

twenty  months,  to  vhat  purpofc  did  you 

bri|ig' In  .proof    the    text  of.    Hie  meri/if 

Jextus  ,ifi  illif   P^xt  fijc  months  twenty?** 

*^  Fir|i,  our  Father,  J   did   not  bripg/ft 

for  tJif  Itwnty^  but  for  the  ^c^/^Ti  apd 

Tor  this  hie  menfis  came  as  if  it  was  cafl  iQ 

f  m6ul4,     Secppdlyi  if  I  had  brought  it 

{pT\x\\tf'iQe^ty,,    It  would   not  have  been 

l^cjlde  the  purpofe  ?  for,  4i.e  thing  is  clear^ 

wljereVthere  is  fix  there   is  five,  fiic  arid 

'five  ar^  ^Icyen  ^  where  ^hcrc  is  clfycn  there 

is  mnc;^  and  nine  aqd  eleven  fir^  twcntyj 

^^cre.you  fee  the  twenty  complete,  by  tl^ 

.equipdllenfes  i  for  I  am  not  fo  much  at  ji 

)ofs  in  my  J^umulas  as  fome  people  maV 
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'  Notwitbibading    bis  '  fatircnine  xoiii^ 
plexiQD  the  Provincial   could  not  fprbeae 
laughing  out  at  abfucdtties  of  fuch 'n)ag->' 
nitude  and  at  the  fame  time  of  fuch  ioho^ 
ccncei  and  continuing  now  for  entertain* 
ment  what  he  had  begun  by  way  of  friend-** 
ly  corredion,    afked  him>    '^  And.  what 
grave  authors  fay»   that  St.  Ann  was  the 
Grandmother  of  the  Holy  Trinity?;  Dor 
you  not  foe  that  this  is  a  formal  herefy  ? 
For  as  the  Holy  Trinity  is  uncreated  and 
eternal  it  cdnfequently  can  have  no  Mother 
or  Grandmother .*'     **  Let  me  fay  no' other 
herefies  than  that/'  anfwered  Friar '6e« 
rund,  ^*  and  I  (liall  never  be  laid*  jbold  of 
by  the  iiiquifition.**     •*  I  believe  it/'  re^ 
plied  the  Provincial    fmiling,  ^'  for  the 
inqutfition  troubles  not  itfelf  with  0ihple- 
tons;  but  mull  you  not  be  feniible  it  xs 
an  hercly?"  "  An  hcrefy !  A  finchcrcfy 
truly,    o'   my  fins  I    (exclaimed   Gerund) 
pray  tell  me,  our  Father,  was  not  Si.  Ann 
the  Mother  of  our  Lady  ?  Yes,  for  fo  tkys 
the  text,  Dicit  difcipulo^  Ecce  mater  tua: 
Was  not  our  Lady  the  Mother  of  .Chrift  ? 
certainly,    for   fo  affirms  St.  John,  Dmt 
matri  fua^  Ecce  JUius  tuus:   therefdre  St. 
Ann  w^  the  Grandmother  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,"    "  If  you  were  not  more  at   a 

lofs 
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lofsiia  yoar  jumaJas^  than  yoa  think  jmirVf 
f(^£f  .yoki  jconld  not  draw  that  con&qaeool^ 
bttt  thist  therefore  St.  Ann  was  the^nind« 
mother  of  Chrift/'  *'  Well,  what  do* 
'  it  tfigntfy  to  me;  whether  it  be  one  or  tfaet 
others  our  Father  P  •«  Why  ChtJift  is  not 
the  Hcily  Trinity,  i$  he?'*  *Me  he?  Ayj. 
wofild  to  the  Lord  I  were  as  orach  ib,  J9tf 
Itinifntemin  unitaie  vineremur.  j  Can  yow 
Paternity .  deny  that  Chrift  is  thd  Holy 
Trinity  ?*?  *^  How  Can  I  do  otherwife^  ifc 
is :  the  ibcond  pecfon  of  the  Trinity,  buC 
not  ^  thtti  Trinity  ;  fd  Friar  Gerond  ia  y 
meoiberlof  the  convenf,  but  he  is  not  the 
conMXKt:  and  if  yoo  doubt  it,  C6nfider 
haw  h^t  would  argue'  who  (hould  (ay  thiiiy 
Ceeily  BreboUo  wa(s  hiother  of  Caffanlfl 
ReboUd^  X!)atanla  ReboUo  was  mother  of - 
Friar  Gcrand  ZoteB  a  member  of  the  con-' 
vont-of  Jidwcr  Golmenar,  thtrefofe  Cecilia 
Rebdlo  was  the  grandmother  of  the  con* 
rent  of  Xtower  Colmenar.  Your  reafoning 
is  jdfk  as  good;  and  it  certainly  would  have 
beca  better  for  the  Oratar  not  to  have  at-* 
tended  A?  argument''  •«  Our  Father/'  an^ 
fwcrkd  Gerund,  thefe  are  all  gaflantrUs  fff 
t6f  Jcifools,  as  Barbadino  fays/' 

^^  .And  was  it  a  gallantry  of  th«  khodt 
to  iay  that  St.  Anny  like  a  good  ti^dther, 

intruded 
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iftdrufted  her    daughter  to   rehearfb.  ihtt 

Aw  Maria  r  '<  Whatt  faid  Oeriuid^  ftu» 

yddr  Paternity  can  not  refuTe  afient  to  ac 

tru^  fo  clear  and  manifefti  would  amopi 

ther  To  pious,  and  U>  careful  of  the  odttxcvo 

tiDift  of  her  daughter,  as  Mra«  Aoo^  was^i 

fail  tb  indru^  her  in  the  CbriAiaa  Etoir^r 

rfal6,  juft  as  it  is  fet  forth  in  the  catechilkiu 

of  Aftet?,  fronfttthe  beginnin]^,  of  ^^  Every ^ 

JiBikifiil Cbrtftian^'  tb   the  very  end f. And. 

naireover    theie   are  thofd   who  fay  « ihe. 

tttugbt  her  even  tb  afiift  at  Ma&y  and  that- 

the  good  little  girl  afli(led,  when  butfeveoD 

yeit^  of  dgci»  4t  all  the  MaiTes  wMch^^Mra 

Aid  in  her  parilh  church  witb.*miichidovo4) 

rioD  I  for   ybor  Paternity  'fcaoo^s  'that  /in 

ancient  times,    as  I  read  id  I  know  nor 

#liat  book,  women  affifted  at  Mafs/'    « .  . 

''  clothing,  as 'it  will  be  iaaagioed,.  could 

be^attfwered  to  this;    and  the  .Pravindai* 

waS'  not  inclined  to  pot  any  more  qneilkda 

H^n  the  fubilance  of  the  ialmation,  a&  it 

wOttM  be  an  endlefs  affair,  but,  in  regard 

to  the  ityle  he  could  not  helpaflciog  what 

Waft  the  meaning  of  this  wonderful  &n*^ 

ttike^  To^iins  tranfparmt  angels  tifen,  tim 

dktpbamus  inteUigence  and  Jpeculaime  clyeB. 

rf  the  moji  /harp  devotionf  this  ferment  and 

H^tath  people  cmfecrutsstbefi^  i^pfcrbvlkrittx  %. 
1.4* ."  /  /  <«  Our 
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<f  Our  Father/'  anfcrcrcd  Gti^d,  ««  thl 
<)aril  tike  me  if  I  know  What  I  meahC  my-^ 
fdif;  i  only ; kpeW . tltat,  tbe.ftnten^e  is 
faflOtous;  find  t'bftt  if  it  bib  picafing  to  jtbe 
Mr»  ndthing  tsitxit  i$  reqiuifitc.  For  yihd 
Ikiaa  ever  blamid  thefe  dau/es  which  go 
ahodr  in  pf int.  in  a'  ferition  orr  St.;  Atadre^^/ 
aiUd/fii  troth  itot'a.wbtt  tnore  perfplcuoitf. 
than  totee?-'."  Nitid  affiitms  of.Jlam^i^. 
rous  tortbett  brilliant  fcintillationt  pf  f^ 
Hgbt,  animated  ibe  objiquious  ajfediions  tn^ 
citing  fiftivi  adnoration ;  Candbius  ihfiiitum. 
mraiut  lumen  Qlympu^  And  Ob&^e^  ou/ 
Fatbeiv  by  the  by^  the  itaanjae;  of  latro- 
dodng  the  ,tcxfs/  txiJQXj  a:$  \»  iaCrodocid 
tbem«  *^  In  tbe  beauteous  h^oen  tf  tbii 
magnificent  cbapet  ftnne  funs%  d^ftinSi  in  nUm^ 
ber^  Cbrifi  and  our  Glori&Us  Saint  .1  ftilferunti 
quondam  candidi  tHi  Jblex.  Cbrifi  vitaStei 
vitb  tbe  Jiery  fdntillatidns  rf  byi  I&oe  St* 
Andrenos  loving  beairt;  Lampadir  ignes"^ 
in  me  manet  &  ego  in  illo**  What  a  dmotf 
thing!  Andcdn.yoQr  Patermty  nso^^  con* 
demn  my  Trinitatem  iri  mitate  'oineremur  I 
^  Witb  tbis  beauteous  conJleUation  tbere  ii 
motbing  to  fear  from  tbe  fafcinatkn  of  tbe 
J^bere ;  becaufe  tbe  lights  H»bicb  could  recom^ 
mend  tbeir  proper  fplendors^  glwria  fiellaruMt 
(Oh  what  glory  1  as  if .  one  ihoald  fyf, 
2  vultum 
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vuttum  tuum  deprecabuntur )  now  fill  their 
brilliant  orbs  in  homage  to  the  ^lory  of  St.  ' 
jindreno^  Et  opera  manuum  ejus  annuntiat  ^ 
Jirmamentum.     I  myfclf  could  not  bring  a  • 
text  more  to  the  purpofc, 

•*  I  would  not  tire  your  Paternity's  atten- 
tion with  citing  more  claufes,    not  only  * 
from  this  fermon,  but  one  and  thirty  more  • 
in  the  fame  large  folio   volume  with   it,  ' 
which  are  all  fo  entirely  in  .this  very  fame 
ilyle  that  they  are  an  admiration,  an  ado- 
niihment,  an  intoxication/*  *'  In  that  lad 
word,    (replied   the  Provincial)  you   have 
faid  every  thing,  without  knowing  what 
was  faid  5    for  there    cannot  *be   a   term 
which  better  agrees  with  or  explains  what 
this  kind  of  flyle  is,  lince  none  but  one 
drunk  with  the  wine  of  folly,  ignorance,  * 
and  prefumption  would  employ  it  \    and 
you  are  certainly  very  right,  for  this  ftyle 
and  that  of  your  falutation  are  as  like  as  ' 
two  chefnuts.      But  is  it  poffible,    what  • 
you  tell  me,  that  there  is  a  book  of  printed  ^ 
fermons  in  this  ftyle  ?  I  cannot  believe  \t,^ 
for    who    would     have     permitted    it  ?" 
^«  What,    cannot    your   Paternity  bel/eve  - 
there  is  fuch  a  book  in  print7  Ay,  and  \ 
with  all  the  necelTary  licences  too,  and  ap«  ^ 
probations^    well-turned  and  of  very  ele-  *. 
Vol.  L  C  c  vated 


folio  much,  thurob^  and  49g8-^ed,  |Hf  ^ . 
it.  was  icarcely  ererQUtof  fh9,h8i|d^iQ^,^q; .« 
good  littlij  Friaij,  whp .  k*^M:  Mtc?wfft..4*iT 
mod  all   by  hc^t.     Prcftjiitipg.  H-  t«.ife%: 
PrQyipcjs^l, .  fee  faid,    ••  Js  tl\i8  a  j^njf^, 
boQk?"    f*  Yc?,    it  is  ptiix^dj".  %&;J^^, 
Rf  vercnpc     '*  Then,  owr  fj^tber,,  rpad  11)117,4 
iirft  /ermon.on  St.  Andrew }  he  did  ib»«^fi4i.. 
found,  the  icl^ufes  literally  as  atkovcf-c^^,. 
Be,  ffzs.  {Mnized  :  Friar  Gerund  triogipl^.-...' 
tng,  a^dded,  **  Open  it  any   wbcfc,  .you?..., 
Reyi^^ence,.  and  you  will  fee  if  the  JtHthor.- 
fal^  of»!  or^if  he  is  not  equ^l  to  higiiiietC . . 

thrwi^owt*'*. 

I^s . jp^crnity, read  naftny  fentcncev,  •ft.  . 
whicb.^eaQknqvifledgod  thofc  of  tlvP.^'*  . 
tatiWp.  jjrcrc  tart?  and.  chc^c^^ak^ft.  ^^fk. 
that  lamp  CJ^cuie  9jigbt.  hp  pa^  iqr  P^t^-,.  , 
run^'^  being  k4  fkUny  by  jgich  »..|XN?l^«  1 
whi^b  ,h<5  i«  %c  »9Sft  b^thf  WQjlf  f>f  ^iB(h,  ,. 
dep|l^able,f o»f Pinb,  ..**. Spft|y^,i<»f4y .voijf .;. . 
Fatl^ejf«  (replied  Fjriac  6eruipd,),^r,iijQ^gv". 
your  ,?^^;nf ty  laboiif s  . Jjiij^cc.  z^^^m:^, ... 
tno^ji;  ,roi(^?^.  Jl^e.  wt^hpr  is  .5»(j!f ,svfe$ivv\ 
yoqj^^J^cvcrence  thinkii,  }^  a.  grpat  tpajb. 


a  liiighty  than,  aird^  ofat'  ivho^  bas  made  "&'  ^ 
miTch'noife  in  SpaiH 'AaVfew  haVis'iiiad^ 
more.    Loofc,  Sir,  at'ihc' fifft  pagfe'of  ihii    ' 
bo6k>  read  the  tiOe  of  the  work'  and  ibbfff ' ' 
t)f  the  auihor,"and  men  Ic't  your  Patcrrii^'   ; 
tell  the  if  he  is  an  irit:onHdcra'51e';mari.* 
Though  the  Provincial  had  ffiut' rhe'fcoofc, " 
iuid  had  even  made  a  motibn  iti  bis  ihdis- 
nation  63wards  throwing'  ft    out  of  the 
window,  yet  hearing  Gerund  iay  this,  his 
cutiofily  was  touched,  and  he  openedTt  at 
the  title  page,  and  read  as  follows,  "''^&h 
Jacreii^^oriUgittm,compo/kdofm^icFAv>ehi 
isat^erei  m  the  cehJiiaU  deUghtfuly  JrenSfe- 
rout  'Pamajus  of  tSe  Church,  ty  the  caJt/e^    . 
crated  Aganippe,  the  ho^  Fcwitam  'ef,'thi  '[ 
Grace  and  Glory  of  Cbrijl i  hy  tbi  ^ltti"\' 
j^uence  of  vhich  the  hfty  Marian ^tm  "' 
ieingencreafedt  is   crowned,  triumphant' n  ^ 
the  Privileges  of   Grace,    with   vi^draui" '' 
Glory:  Druided  into  panegyrical',  a  1'*' 

topological,  and  allegorical  tSiJcourj  >  '  ' 

ed  in  fddred  Scri^tUre,  c'orrohoratt  ''{[■"' 

authority  ^f he  holy  and  exe^eticai  ',  ' 

the  mefi  particular  Options  i^  thl  ^  ' ' 

Bxpoftlo?s,  mid  ■topimjh  adorned  1  •" 

dition faered^Ohd-prafdiie,' Inldeas,  J  ''^• 

HierogJ^phtci,  "pBHofiphicdl  'Sentences,"^ ^^'' 
■■'■•"-■"■  ■■  C"c  ^'■■*  "■'  '"'"'m^''\ 
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moft  fdeB  .Humani^u^,  By   the   Reverend 
Fatben  Friar — ^c.  f^f." 

Tho  good  Prov«ici»l  b^xdly,  knew:  /or 
fome  time  whether  jbe  was  awake  q^  .  no ; 
but  after  coming  to  himrelf^  and  makiqg 
fome  fevere.ilridtures  on  the  book  and  the 
inattention  of  the  licenfers  and^  approvers 
of  it,  he.  concludes  with  telling  JGe^uod 
that,  he  will  not  let  him  have  the  bpok 
again^leil  it  fhould  confirm  him  in  his. per- 
verse tafte  of  fermonizing  and  be  hi^  total 
ruin.  **  But,  our.  father,  fays  Gcrupd, 
your  Paternity  muu  let  me  have  the  book 
again,  becaufe  it  is  npt  my  own."  "  Then 
whofe  is  it?"  afkcd  the  Provincial,  "  I 
cannot  tell  your  Paternity,  anfwcred  Ge- 
rund, becaufe  it  w^s  lent  me  in  con&f- 
• 

fion  *.'*    At  this  there  was  fuch  a  laugh 

a^  fliook  the  cell.     But  Friar  Gerund,  up- 

.  difmayed,  proceieded,  faying,  *'  And  though 

your  Paternity  is  fo  liberal,  in  your  abufe 

of  it,  I  fee  it  every  where  clfe  meet  with 

great  applaufe;    a  large  .  impreflion   was 

dire^y  fold  off,  and  there  is  not  onp  to  be 

got  though  one  would. ^ive  an  ^ye^for  it; 

.forthpfe  who  are  fojupky  ,a9  t;o  ,pq|r?fs  it 

:are  as  choice  of  .ijt  as  of  old  gold,,  and  in 

•  •  • 

♦  /Upbtt  condition  of  ftri£l  fecrccy.  ^      ^  .  * 

'      .•..  .^  'if. 

'    -.   '  '       truth 
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truth  they  are  all  men  of  good  tafte  ;  and 
the  author  has  made  hiwfelf  very  fathobs  ' 
in  SpaJnr  by  a  work*  which  he  publi(hed, 
in  the  fame  ftyle  they  '■  fay  as  this  book, 
againft  a  certain  writer  who  nnakes  a  great 
nt)ifc  in  this  age.  So  that  if  this  be  to 
preach  ill,  and  in  a  bad  ftyle,  I  miift  tell 
ybor  Paternity  very  plainly,  that '  I  never 
think  of  preaching  in  any  other  ftyle  or 
any  other  manner  as  long  as  God  (hall 
grant  me  the  ufe  of  my  underftandmg." 
He  faid ;  ind  without  another  word,  tuck* 
ing  his  beloved  Florilegium  under  his  arm, 
turned  his  back  rather  abruptly  upon  that 
reverend,  aflcmbly. 

The  Provincial  was  greatly  irril'atcd  at 
the  boldnefs  as  well  as  ftupidity  of  hie  de* 
claration  and  at  his  irreverent  departure. 
In  the  firft  impulfe  of  his  wrath  he-  was 
about  to  order  him  to  be  put  in  the  diin* 
geon ;  but  fpmc  Father  Mafters,  vvho  bet- 
ter knew  the  fimpHcity  of  Friar  Gefund, 
affured  him  that  it  was  nothing  but  pure 
nature,  and  by  no  means  impertinently 
defi'gned'.  With  this  he  was  appeafcd,  and 
conterited^  himiclf  with  faying  thac  if  he 
vtriS'at  the  beginning  tof  his  Provineialatc, 
as  he  was  near  the  expiration  of  it,  it 
Ihould  be  long  enough  before  that -hlock- 

C  c  3  head. 


hnAt  C^orbndi  iflKi^Bldi  ctow^  the  .pvd^^ 
An  «xpreiiiaii  wbkb:  pnetdo^^  ms/i  Jmtiw 
how  ihQtfM  icicapie  histjpfioQthf  a^ie<wK 
a.oioderat^  aftd  oourteoas  mdii^  .     // 

.  ^/^hilft:thir  va$  pa&og  ki .  the  ccHicf 
th(^  Pf pyiodal  the^^  v(tafi  a  t€xdble.:CQMu^ 
$0f^  io.  tb«  cao9cqit  amengft  tire  bddorV 
iltita>*.FcUr«  coiu:arAmg:  tbis  ^o:^  hb^ 
UiiQQt.  The  .truth  «ra&  diat  the  5  gcttter 
part  were  of  the  opipioa  of  oqc  fatheit 
oafioclyi  :thatit  was  ifopoffible  ta  preach 
HMre^ahfttidly,  whereas  others  d^fendM 
it  as  a  moft  valiant  pcrforiQ»ic« ;  and 
tboQghtbey  ackno>yledged  he  had  ti&edl 
n^uchi  QonfenTe,  yet  they  exculpstedr'him 
vrScl^hiB  youth  and  want  of  Andy,  ao^di) 
(bArt^  £aad0  that  his  wonderfbl  ^entsf'Of 
mQ^^  adtioni  and  deateanoor*  fuppiiod 
evesy^  <\hiug^  Above  alU  the  f<u«tidaMp 
p^^  of*  the  Ij^iy-hrethren  was  iotirely^  wkh 
himi  hoarfi.aod  vQice>  BfkA  eyttf  Ctni^  ei 
tlwfiv  ;wa&  clearly  of  opipiocL  riiat  Jie  oogkt 
immediai£iy.;to  be:  onlauMdi  aod- nrade :  ^ 

called  00  MjceUra  ahoftQ — the  below'^fhirSt  femolSi  as 
ixMi  ttitit  6ebg  al^^ap^  d^t^i^  ^  th(i4Ar«^^%( 

ftairs^  81(4  the  exprdlion,  is^hifc?  iumoui pdlir^wW 
10  (Kb  infeHoyFnais;^^anlt'?afe'b6  ib'fte  wSaTS 

iahaf;^liaOjact«^  ••'N.^'  '"113   ;'••■    •  .>,.j  t>i,TJ    ih\ 

»>.;w''  :.    .  J  preacher. 
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preacher.:  But  dbbib  smobgfttbtt  ky-«br«« 
fitacn  vrbo  were  moft  iBCzloas  K>r  hifn>  tf 
ifaerc'coold  be  degrees  hi  the  common ^edl 
with  whicb  they  -  burnt,  were  the  opmpt^ 
motiy  ot  efpecial  attendant!  of  the  Provin- 
cid»  and  the  fecond  derk  of  the  convents 
ThtSt  were  votes  of  great  cotifeqaenctfi 
bdcaufe  die  companion  had  goit  the  lengtfir 
of  the  good  Provincial's  foot  m  ftich  a  itiaiw 
Ber^  that  he  had  more  weight  with  biiif 
tkao  %  fcore  of  grave  fathers,  and  it  vns  ar 
lenrrerit  Tcpori  in  the  province  diar  he  en«« 
tiiely  governed  bim. 

^  i.^br  was  our  littie  clerk  endued,  in  faiil 
iMk, '  with  a .  kfs  happy  knack  of  creeps 
ing  into  tfa«  afedtions  and  fobjng^nitsg  dttf 
wilL  He  was  m  complete  a  lajib^bcotlMir 
H  ydu  coi^ld  beliold  in  a  fiiauner^sdaf  j  of 
#liddlfai|^  ftature,  round  face^  p\ea£mt 
leols^  1  xHerry  eye»  fmart,  adive^  o0ki» 
•OS,  hindy,  Old  knew  a  thoufand  iitttt 
iMuMi^  dutleritkt.  He  would  cut  papers 
enimentei  draw  decently, .  make  4roodett 
clocks^  put  a  ws(tch  in  order,  and  then  to 
tofs^nj^  alit^bitor  mix  a  cool- tankard, /be 
Jiai  the  Jtiahd  of  ai^  angel.  By.  thcfe  c|ev.c(fr 
mcffc^c  and :a  certain  good«natured  flatte^^ 
wtij^the  ft^  infinuatpd  hirers 

f  into  the  cells,  especially  of  the  grave 
'  ■  I  C  c  4  fathers. 
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fathers,  made  their  beds,  cleaned  their 
tables,  milled  their  chocolate,  and  ferved 
them  in  ajtbcufan.d^otl)7r  little  offices ;  and 
as  they  found  him  ready  for  every  thing, 
ih^fa^d  gained  not  only. iJ^e/avour  but  t^c 
confidwce  of.  the  greater  part,  infomuch 
that  he  almoft  gave  them  the  law,  made 
them  do  whatever  he  pleafed,  and  praife 
whatever  he  praifcd.  It  is  not  to  be  ttid 
the '  infinite  importance  thefe  two  votes 
were  of  to  Friar  Gerund,  and  after  them 
ibe  votes  of  the  refl:  of  the  lay-brethrca ; 
for  the  two  firft  fet  themfelves  with  gtwt 
fudcefs  to  coax,  and  wheedle,  and  {kt6$k 
the  backs,  the  one  of  the  Provincia],  Md 
the  other,  of  almoft  all  the  grave,  fathecs  y 
whilfl  the  reft,  as  each  one  had  the  ialnt 
df  his  devotion,  went  on  by  little  and  lit- 
tle overcoming  the  Friars  of  thee  nafe  and 
of  the  choir  to  that  degree,  4hat  in  a  £ew 
days  the  whole  convent  began  to  be  per- 
fuaded  that  Father  Friar  Gerui|]|  was  an 
excellent  preacher,  and  d«f<5rved  «n»e- 
diate  inveftiture  with  the  proper  powart^ 


* 
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i5i  w)&/Vi&  w  treated  of  v>hat  the  curious 
reader  will  fee  if  be  pirufeiit. 


•• 


^ALI  auxiiio  &  defenforibus  ijiis^   with 
tb<efe   doughty  defenders  and  potent 
panegyrifts,  you  might  fee  the  fortune  of 
the  day  toraing  fo  much  on  Gerund's  iide» 
that  the  whole  community,  except  a  few 
.:iuper-^fan£tified  fulky  fouls,-  threw  them* 
>i«lvC8  upon  the  Provincial  with  the  moft 
prefling  inftancee,  that  he  wotild  give  hkn 
letters  dimiiTory  for  ordiitatiooj^   and  ap- 
point him  a  Sabatine  preacheri.  .  His  itifF- 
iniegrity  was  long  in  bendingi  but  ai-lkifl 
the  feat  was  finifhed  by  the  cqmpaniOx  of 
his  Reverence,  who  knew  him  better- than 
the  beggar  knows   his  di(h  |.  thto^h  he 
would  not  yet  ratify  his.confenfc  in.  full 
fjpfm,  till  one  of  the  moft.  grave  and  naa« 
turely-wife  Fathers  of  the  convent,  who 
was  very  fond  of  Gerund,  but  who  rec- 
koned more  upon  his  docility  than  he  was 
.juAi^ed  in  doing,    became  guarantee  for' 
him  that  he  fliould  mend  his  manner  of 

preachings 


^g4^    KHe'JHiis  dr  0  ie32( 

jBa^uli  pfcficl^at  jeaA  jiiith  toleribb  Judg^ 
WB^nuiVipoa  thde.  «9nduipb(i(  wbidb 
wen  ji^  vail  qI*  briars  K^  the,  coofcien^e  of 
the  go<Hl  f  ro¥inci«l»  be  (>^rntutfied  hSmtQ 
t>e  prdalned  a  priefti  and  made  bim  Stba« 
tine  preacbejT  of  that  fame  coavont  with 
gfneral  ap|>Uure«  ^^/       - 

He  who  more  than  all  the  reft  cetebralf^ 
ed  the  ev^en^ti  was  the  Father  ^riar  Katr 
Prediqador  Mayor  of  the  houie,  and .  Uic 
oracle,  In  preaching  matter$  of  o«r  Ffiar 
Gtruftdi  bcoaufe  being  now  boconac.  in 
f^fpe  nannpr  his  immediate  fubalierii  and 
dependant^  he  bad  bim  at  cominaod  to 
fofm  him  intirely  to  his  hand«  and.  waa 
luppy  jn -figuring  to  himfclf  that  be  ihtnild 
tvra  him  out  fuch  a  difciplet  a»  would 
perpetuate  his  mailer's  fames  vhicb  iA 
time  w^  fully  verified* 

This  b^ing.  iufpc^d  by  ibe -grave  Fa# 
tirer  wbo  had  anfwefed  for  htm  to  ifae 
Pjr^incialj  and  utodcrtaktn  to  infiiptfft  faim 
b^ore  .Ff tar  Bias  had  conipletdy^«bmiplqEl 
]u)a>  the  faid  Father,  lundcr  the  pftteaca 
^  goi^,  hyt  way  of  notreation  for  jfomd 
dfQps  ao  «  certain  grange  or  farm  belcm|pog 
n^  ikt ..  convent^  took  Gerrad .  *ilk  hitaih 

4  in» 


IbMli^g'tO- ttOMtlt  tiMMfW  ^«|t  tiiOfil^ 

fa  jnfinutce  his  itiArudiridfts^^  h«|jirtg  '^e^ 
tbty  would  ao«v^  take  i^^i  M  he  had  «(Cifc 
Itt  bis  elbow  the  Ptedicadoi>  M^of  tb 
wbotti  it  kBuli  been  chiefly  owing  ibat  tb^ 
ft«d  of  good  doctrine  ho  had  received 
proved  onfruitfoL  This  grave  Father  wa^ 
palled^the  Mafter  Prudentio,  and  the  i^amt 
tgreed  with  him  well,  as  he  was  a  pru- 
^Dt,  wiie/and  more  than  ordinarily  learn« 
td  moAy  of  a  very  courteous  difpofitioiit 
imd  good-natured  even  to  excefs ;  and  oa 
that  account  eafy  to  be  perfctaded  to  any 
thing,  and  eafy,  confequently,  to  be  de«- 
(reived. 

•  The  firfl  mornings  then,  after  their  ^^ 
rival  at  the  Grange,  as  thty  were  walking 
out  in  a  pleafant  grove,  faid  the  Maftet 
Prudentio  in  a  kind  tone  to  Friar  Gerund;; 
^^  So:  now,  my  Friend  Gerund,  thfdw  art 
at  laft  a  prieft  of  the  Moft  High»  and^Saba* 
tine  preacher  of  the  convent  ?'•  ^''  Yes,  Fa*' 
cbei- Mutter^',  anfwered  Gerund^  ^'  I  anr, 
tbaoks -be  toGodi  and  the  intercdffi<»n  of 
yMor  Paceritity^  4»yd  that  ofthe'ttbir  gSdA 
fyaU:' «  "  Yott"  know,"  -eontitiued  Prd«i 
llentio,  ^^  tfaM  I  tirni  boucid  ioiyoti  fc  thb 
Father  ProviiMial  that  you  fulfil  your  dbK^ 

♦  '■  ^  gation. 
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gation*  tnd  do  AOtibrtng  tis  :to  (ham^/* 
f^  UpttD  that  head  your  Paternity  may  be 
very  eafy/'  replied  Gerond^  **  for  I  hope 
in^God  ta  acquit  rnyfclf  in  fach  a  manner^ 
that  you  will  have  no  re^fon  to  repent 
your  pledge/'  ♦•  fiat  how  can  that  be, 
man,"  faid  the  Fadicr  Mafter,  «*  if  you 
have  not  ftudied*  a  word  of  phiJofophy, 
theology,  rhetoric,  or  the  holy  fathers, 
oor  indeed  of  any  faculty  whatever ;  •  and 
a  perfedk  orator,  fays  Cicero^  ought  not 
to  be  ignorant  of  any  thing,  as  it  will  be 
jrequiijrey  upon  diiferent  occalions,  that 
he  fpeafc  of  all  things  ?'* 

A.  coaverfation  now  enfues  in  which  the 
Father  Maftcr  gives  very  good  inftrudtions 
lO'  the  young  preacher ;  and  in  the  coiirfe 
of  them  the  reading  of  good  fermons  being 
recommended.  Gerund  aflcs  Prudentio 
which  he  thinks  the  befl,  and  is  told  in 
anfwer,  that  all  comparifon  is  odious,-  but 
that  the  fermons  of  St.  Thomas  de  Villa- 
jie\ivax.:  of  Friar  Louis  dq  Granada,  and  of 
the  venerable  Father  Antonio  Vieyra  highly 
mc^rit  .hi^,  attention,  .  Upon  hearing^  the 
name  of  i  the  lail- mentioned  atithoi*.  Ge- 
rund relates  what  the  J^arbadino^  haj$.iiud 

•  It  may  be  proper  more  fully  to  inform  the  reader 
unacquainted  with  the  Portuguese  language  that    the 

word 


• 
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10  his^  dirpraire>  and. the  Father  MafteCf 
allowing^  htm  not  .wholly  free  from  fault, 
makes  a  long  and  vehement  dofenoe  of 
hiniy  tntrpducing'  fome  circumflances  of 
his  hiftory*  "  As  to  pcrfuafivc  eloquence/' 
fays  this  father>  "  as  to  pcrfuafin^e  elo- 
quence,  which  is  what  alone  deferves  the 
name  of  eloquence^  let  the  Barbadino  (hew 
me  a  more  a£tive»  more  vigorous,  moro 
triumphant  eloquence  than  that  of  the  Fan 
ther  Antonio  Vieyra,  &c.  He  is  a  Rhone, 
a  Danube,  in  his  wondrous  rapidity-*--car-f 
ries,  draws,  forces,  ravi/hes  every  thing 
with  him  no  underftanding  but  what, 

yields  to  the  convincing  folidity  of  his  ar-« 
gument,  no  heart  that  can  refill  the  rapid,, 
vigorous,  impulfes  with. which  he  com*, 
bats  it — no  other  fermons  to  be  devifed 

word  Barbadino^  before  which  he  always  finds  aij  arti- 
cle, is  not  a  proper  name,  but  a  fubftantive  epithet 
gWen  to  a  Capuchin*  This  orderi  a  rebnn  of  the  ^ran* 
cifcan,  is  the  only  one  in  which  the  beard  is  worn. 
Barbadin9  is  the  diminutive  of  Barlado^  or  the  bearded. 
The  .diminutive  is  ufed not  from  the  fr^Hntfs  of 

^  their  beards,   but from  an  idea  of  humiiity^.    It 

ought  properly  to  have  been  fpelled  Barbadi«/;o ;  but' 
Htk  S{nini(h' manner  of  writing  it  was  copied.  I'he  n 
£cdbw<d  by  an  ^  in  jPortugucze  has  the  fame  found  as 
the  n  in  Spanifh,  and  both  of  them  the  fame  as  the' 

•-French' and  Italian  ;r  preceded  by  a  f .  The  neareft 
found  to  which  in  Englifli  is  that  of  an  »  followed  by 
ani\ 

8  which 


which   Wobld-^  cbnqiwf  ihore  fboU,  tTpk/i 
cially  th  an  tniefft^ent  ahJ  cnHHilated'  au£^ 

The  Father  Arttonio  Vlttyfa  Wa^^  caUcd 
from  Pdrtugal  •by  the  genera!  of  his  cr-i 
dcr-f*,  at  the  rcqtjcft  of  i^opc  Altixander 
the  fcvcntb,  of  ttany  cardinals,  {(rrifeffthe 
famous  queen  of  Swedehi  ChrlftiafiA^  at 
that  titt)e  at  Rome,  «vhd  had  all  a  ^ri^at 
deftre  to  hear  him,  from  the  fame  which 
was  fpread  of  him  all  over  Europe.  Aftc^  ' 
having  preached  many  times  in  the  prc- 
ience  of  the  facfcd  college,  if  wa^  agteed 
on  all  hands  thlt  he  was  (lill  much  greatef 
than  his  fame.  After  having  preached,  ivt 
conipetitibn  m  Ve  may  fsiy,  with  the  greats 
eft  t^fatof  of  thiat'  age  in  Italy,  the  mbfl^ 
Reverend  Father  John  Paul  Olivd,  Apofto- 
lie  preacher  to  three  popeSf  and  general  o£ 
the  Jefuit  order }  notwithftanding  the  ele-*' 
vatcd  merit  of  this  truly  great  man,  not- 
witbftanding  his  being  reputed,  amd  with 
feafch,  a^  tiie  Evangelical  Demofthei^^i 
of  Italy  ;  hotwitbftanding  the  natural  pre- 
poffeflion  with  which  hiscoimrfymeh-^tiitiiP  '^ 
icceffariiy  behold  himi   lidlwtthMidTng^^''" 

#  l%e6dmttr^'^^cb:gtTtiUr!bta'thJ6'grtklMM;  ^''^-^ 
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fpeS,  frqm  djgpcp4l?0cc,,,^<?m  adulalioflii,. 
Of  from'  all  tpj^ether*  being  the  fuprooi^. 
head  Qf  «]}  hj?  prdfr»  k|id  lH^ving;^:,«J(nftl|;. 
d^fpotic  au^Uofityi  in.  tbS:  cppft  of  Rpmej.' 
notwit^flaoding;  9^  .^hif *  *%  jhc .  two  <i;r-». . 
mons  preached  .^a.f^c  f«ftix4  pf  Saiet  S^r .. 
nifla/js  4e  l^qflca*  ty,  tiie.  gcneraj .  and.  tfec , 
fttballcin,  ihc  ^aJliap  a;>d  ,^15^9.  Port'lJRU'ftfci 
ajil  .h^arcrs«.  both  foceigb  and  ^m«AU;t,i 
gave  tht  prcfereooe  .ta  that,  of  the'  Utt^<  ■] 
Tliia  iao^  general*  cautipujs  ai^d  fparif^ . 
of  th,e^ eulogies . a^  all.^eperals  are*  iaA^. 
lettci;  he  .wrote  afterward^,  from  Rooi^.t^  ' 
LiftKjn*.  calls  Father  Vieyra.  **  Ti/f.-frt/iihir 

terpn^eifr^ Jcripturtt.  tbif  J^ttf^uhr  ^^t^«ric 
channel  of  tSe  Hofy  Spirit,  tht,  mwkl  ^«r«- , 
tori*  f^  J\f.  fafbff-  fjT  eloquenffi*'*    39th 
the  ipope  and  the  qneeo.  of  .Sweden  be^d  ' 
with.  %h(i  ufinoift  earoeftne^.  that  he  woii^dr. 
remam  in.  thj»^  Qourt^  thp^  oqq  in  flrd(^  (a. 
have  hifn! .  for  thp  oracle  of  hii  ponjiifi^tl 
chap^I^  .^nd,  tl^e  Qthei:  that  hfi  tsa^  b^.. 
the  ornatnentof  homvoy^.  wife*^  aod'V^nnt 
cd  oabme^;  .b|it.hoit^..defi(bBd  from  thoIc./ 
endeavoiir,  nott0|DOftif|;.the  moft  rcJi^ 
ous  and  zealous  father^  who»  having  dedi- 
cated bifAfolf  by  vovir  to  the  Apoftolio  id^  * 
ftmftian  of  the  ignorant  negroes  of  the 

BrazUst 
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Brazils^  and  the  applaufes  which  Euro^ 
pidfl'bccoihti^'lHibleiiit^Ie  to  him*  hum-^'* 
biy  befought  the  head  of  the  church  aod 
that  wift  princefSf  that  they  would  flifitr 
him  to  repair  whither  he  was  called  by  his ' 
own  fpiritf  and  th^t  of  the  divine  voca*  ^ 
tion.     Neither  could    he    be  detained  in ' 
Lifbon  by  the  pf effing  inftances   of  the'' 
king  of  Portugal,  who  would  have  fixed 
him  in  thdt  city,  to  have  the  comfort  of 
hearing  him  as  a  ma(ter  from  the  pulpit^ 
and  obeying  him  as  a  father  at  the  confef*' 
fional,  giving  up  to  him  the  diredion  of , 
his  royal  eonfcience.  But  the  great  Vieyra, 
firm  to  the  Apoftolic  call,  and  fuperior  to 
all  the  fleMing  honours  with  which  the 
wottd  idlured  him,   reprejfented  fo  efficaci- 
]y  td'the  tnonarch,  how  much  more  and 
how  much  better  he  might  ferve  him  in 
Brazil 'than  Lifbon,  that  he  was  at  length 
relu^ahtly  perfuaded  to  let  him  go. 

This'  moil  extraordinary  man  was  buried 
in  the  year  1697,  as  appears  by  the  infcrip- 
tion  under  a  print  d  him  prefixed  to  his  ' 
work^,  at  Baia  in  j^raiif,    *^  iF're^uentiJJifM 

•  •      •  •       # 
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m^cdot^Sf  to  counferAaiansf  the  mdng  tmfi 
i^/urd  and  ridiculous  ^rjn^ts^  6f  ifibich  Jam'* 
pks  bate  and  wUi  be  Jfeenm  the  coutfe  of  this 
vori,  qad  to  make  fame  amende  for  having 
ygreatiy  cifrtailed  t  bis  Second  Book  of  tkeW/lofy' 
(at  the  e^  of  which  we  are  now  arrived  J  by 
the  omifion  of  the  critique  pn  the  Barbadino'^ 
booi,  the  reader  Jhould  be  prefented  ly  the 
trariflator  with  the  great efi  part  of  afermon 
of  a  totally  different  complexion^  of  one  of  the 
elegant  and  judicious  fermons  of  the  venerabk 
Father  Antonio  Fieyra,  the  true  interpreter 
of  fcriptiire,  the  fingular  organ  or  .channel 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  model  of  oratory 
and  the  father  of  eloquence  ?  :  ^ 

//  is  hoped  that  the  gentle  reader,  will  be, 
pleafed  with  the  prefent^andt  therefqre^  it 
JbaU  be  made :  and  if  an  ungentle  ctre,  or  dMe 
whomay  thiak  that  *'  Sine  joci«  lii!  eft  ju- 
cundunift"  fiould  knit  his  brows,  and  jcry^ 
^*  PJhaku  t  are.  thtri  not  f^nri^vfiy^fiupid  fef-^ 
mons  enough  of  our  own  grqwti  /"  i£f  m^ 
pafs  it  by^  and  proceed  dire&iy  to  the  I'hird 
Book  without  lofs  of  time  or  hindrance  of  buf^ 
ncfsv    '  ;. 
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Nv^Jhi^uhr  tmdj^piretmne^  perfanimee 

0f  the » gre0t  Vkyrk  jball  be  cuUti^  Smt  t^^ 

tri^s  given  from  tnte  vf  the  Jitfi  fermoni.  that 

^ir/;  and  tins  bappms  fottunat^!^  to  be^ofa 

<]/  tdmojitbe  end  of  a  long  feries  nfan  tfft 

fainefaiyeSi,  wben^  or  never^   the  J^rit  df 

tbe  "writer  ■  may  be  fuppofed  to  Jhg.     Tbh 

Jermon  is  tbe  twenty-jixtb  of  tbe  thirty  Jipai 

tbe  Rofary^  beginning  in  tbe  cxxtb  page  of 

the  four  tb  vol.  Barcelona  edit.  1752,  and  tbe 

parts  of  it  wbieb  tbe  reader  wHl  fie  wiib 

quotation-marks  are  tranjlated  as  Rtendfy  tfr 

tjsey  can  pqffibly  witb  any  tolerable  propriety 

be  tranfkited^    It  begins  tbus. 


«   *      « 


'^*  Luke  chap.  xi.  vcr.  iy. 


^\Bealus  venter  qui  teportavit  &  ubera  quit 

fu^ifiH 

ft 

**  BleiTed  Is  the  womb  that  bare  thee^  and 
the  pdps  which  thou  haft  fucked^ 


<« 


T^  HIS  text  which  has  bcca  £h  xpasfT 
times  repeated  aod  jCo  i^adQuflji^^qooH 

•^  fidcrcd, .  never  .b;»d  a  more  Hgk  ;and 
more  adequate  Jaterpretatioa.thaaT  on 
the  prefent  oocaQgn^    The  devoiil^AecH 

t  s    .  ••  man 
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^^  ntsn  ia  tbe  -Oofpel  .f oimml^  :il  v  laiictemty 
<<  with  her  wardst  and  thh  very,  text  if 
**  this  day  ta  bt  cQixux)ented>  on  by  v9Qtk%4 
^*  She  blefTcd. the, vifgm  womb  and  ikered 
!*  bteafis .  of  Mary^  Beatus  i^entir  qui  U 
t^  porimjit  &  aiera  qu^  fux^U  hnd  ikm 
^^  fame  Womb  iind  theft  fame  bre^ifts  of 
V  Mzry^  are  ndw  canonized  by  the  virtue 
f5  and  miracles  of  her  Rofaryi  for  the 
**  virgin  .womb  fupplied  another  wombi 
J'  and  by  the  facrcd  breads  were  other 
^*  brcafts  fupphcd; 

-  ^'  Singular^  and  in  all  its  circdmitances 
*'  admirable,  is  the  cafe,  my  bretbrers 
*'  which  I  (hall  now  tell  you^  related  by 
"  St.  Alan  de  Rupe,  in  his  bdok  on  the 
"  birth  of  the  Pfalter  of  the  Virgii).  Two 
*'  young  women  of  the  mountains  were 
^^  paffing  through  a  defcrt,  when  they 
^'  were  met  by  two  moft  fierce  and  hungry 
**  wolves,  which  divided  between  thepi  tb^ 
"  innocent  and  defencelefs  prey.  One  of* 
thefe  damfels  was  devoutly  attached  to 
the  Rofary,  which  flic  every  day,  re- 
**  hfcaifed;  the  other  not.  To  tbejatter 
*^  one  of  the  wolves  approached,  and  fix- 
^*  ing  his  teeth  in  her  throat,  prefently 
*^  brought  her  lifelefs  to  the  ground* 
**  'What  ;;haj)pened'^ to  the  former   I  will 

D  d  2  *'  rijlate 
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'<  relate  in  htte^wDrds  qF  the  author,  which 
<*  are  tlvesfei  i%ijp  Rojarium  Beati^rm  Vir^ 
^«  ^mir  recitar^  cot^i^ijetat  frmra  ras !)  lu- 
<«  fus  ^s^  ubera  ^Anmpit,  v^ntrem  dtJcTrpit^ 
<^  vifcerafoiftawt^  Etfidbuc  tridm>  vixit, 
^^  hi  fUQ ^Mer)  oitffiMi^f  devote  ammtmir 
M  cat^fidacialker  fwritur^  A  Maria  in 
•*  extremis  "oifnatiiry  G?  nd  calorum  gaudia 
«*  f^rducitur^^xhzx  i%  to  fay>  The  other 
^*  wdf  attacked  the  damfd  who  rebcarfed 
««  the  Rofary,  tore  off  her  brea{ls»  kcc- 
♦^  rated  her  womb,  and  eat  it,  and.  dre\^ 
V*  cut  all  her  entrails.  And  did  {he  dired* 
^*  ly  -die  too  like  her  con>panion  ?  So  it 
'<*  would  have  been  in  the  coarfe  of  na- 
«*  turc^  but  bccaufe  Ihe  was  a  devout  of 
^^  the  Rofary,  the  Virgin,  our  Lady,  prc- 
««  ferved  her  alive  without  heart  or  cntraife 
^^  for  three  days,  in  which  (he  performed 
«'  the  duty  of  confefii<m  much  at  her  lei- 
iiire,  and  communicated  devoutly,  and 
at  the  end  of  them  our  Lady  hcrfdf  vi- 
•^  fited  her ;  and,  as  if  the  wolf  had  been 
**  a  tyrant  and  fhe  a  martyr^  carried  her 
**  dtr€<Stly  op  into  heaven  *.  No\v  let  tfs 
^'  Tetryember  thofe  words  which  are  the 
^^^  moftj  glorious  comment  upon  our  text, 

4 

♦  A,  privilege  martyrs  are  inlitkd  Co,  without  viGting 
'^uVgitory.' 

"  Ejus 
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•^  Bji^s  ubera  abrumpit^  ventrem  dijcerpit. 
■«*  And  in  feeing'  this  daaifel  wkhout 
••  breaftfi'  and  'witfeoot  ^vi'otnb,  yet  allte, 
*•  'wh<:)1)at  muft  ftpcat  mahy  timea  to  thcr 
•*  worker  of  fo  finguhr  mild  !fo  ^pen- 
*•  dons  a  ^roAx^^f  Beautus  ventir  fui  te 
•^prtavit  &  uberd  qua  fuxiJH  I  filcfied* 
**  viVgin  womb  I  Beatus  venter*  ^  For  it' 
^  fupplied  another  Womb  j  ventrem  J&fcer^ 
**  pit.  And  bldfcd  facrcd  hTS!sA%\  Be^tu 
•*  ubera ;  for  they  fupplied  othiar  breafts  *f 
^  ubera  abrtmpit.  .*\  ..   r.      ^» 

'^'  This  particular  caft,  as  •  a: j cofnmfint 
•'  fo  proper  to  the  text  I  have  ptt>pofed,* 
'!?  fli&ll  be  the  foundation  of  my  difcourfe  5* 
**  but  in  fuch  a  manner  that  from' the  par-' 
«*  ticular  refpeft  it  fliall  l?c  extended  to  the 
*^  common  one,  that  it  may  fervc  all;-  We* 
*'  fhall  ice  then,  with  the   Divine  grace;* 
•*  that  as  the  Virgin  our  Lady,  in  reward 
•*  for  the  devotion  of  the  Rofary,  fuppHed* 
V  in  this  her  votary  the  want  of  Wbat=was> 
*'  f6'  necefl4ry  to  her  for  this  life  ^hd  the 
*«  other,  fo    (he  docs  and  will  ftipply,  hi 
^'  all    Who    have  the  fame   devotion^    all 
*.'  want  of  whatever  is  convenirint  for  tern- 

■ 

^  poral  life,  and  all  'want  of  whatever  is 
'•'  important  for  that 'which  will  be  ctcr*' 
"  nah     Ave  Maria,  • 

D  d  3  .    .  •«  Bcatm^ 


^*  Beat  us  ^jenter^'^q'tti'  t^  fm^tavit^  -& 
^f  uberu'  qiue  "Jh^u  -  *'**-  -  '  "  -  '  ' 
^'^■Whaft  wonki  bccottc  t>f  thiis  m^rable 
•f  world,  icr  dcfcSive'anfl  neecflitou^,  if- 
^tF  tcr  that'tiy  ^thc  fiti  an^cprruption  ef^Ke 
^  fifft  man,  it  fell  from  the  perfe€Kon  and 
•^  abundance  with  ivbich  God  had  vrdat* 
'^  cd  and  enriched  it,  if  the  Divine  Pr6- 
^*  vidcncc  and  mercy  liad  not  provided  it 
M  with  a  remedy  equal  to  its  neccffity, 
t«  which  .(hbuld  be  the  univerfal  fupple- 
M  ment  pf  all  our  wants  ?  This  fupple- 
^  mcnt;  :  devout  Cfariftiin%  is  the  mott 
*f  powerful  Virgin,  ouf  Lady*  wh<>,  tiot 
^  only  vfrom  her  births  by  inclination  an4 
^'  natural  piety,  but  likewise  ah  dfterno 
^*  from  her  predpftination,  and  by  virtue 
*^  of  it/ was  chofen  and  deilined  by  God 
*f  for  this  rood  glorious  end.  The  Theo- 
'*  logifts  aflc,  whether,  in  cafe  Adam  had 
^^  not  finned,  the  Son  of  God  was  or  was 
f'  not  to  have  become  incarnate  ?  Add  the 
•^  opinion  bcft  founded  in  the  k^Hi%  of 
•*'God  himfclf,  which  he  hath  rc*«i4*d  to 
f?  us  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,'  isr'thati  in 
**  fuch  a  cafe,  his  Son,  the  eternal' Word,* 
^^  v^as  not  to  have  becomt  incarftate> 'atid 
f'confequcntly  not  to-feAve  had' i^  rriothcr, 
*'  nor  would  there  have  been'  in  the  World 
ff  |he  Virgin  Mary..  |3ut  as  Adam  did  fin, 
9  y  or 
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5  or  waf  to  fiiy  ^the^ivineJPrefcIenG^  fore- 
f  iceing  that  crinw,  *  which  Ja  jjjftlyc^lcd 
happyy  O./elfxt^^J  tim  tlfcjiea- 

''Vfon.  apd  the  mptiyc ;W%  Gpd  |i^ 
^.f:  Rated  the  hucnacuty  f(f  his  Soa>^hat»  asT 
<^Vai).ia&Qite  repairer  pf  that  fin«  he  might 
^'f  giyejud  and  adeqi^ate  £ttis£aj^ion  j(o  the 
7. offqpded  divinitj.  ^^/  /  :  [  i 
,  /*  But  if  the  Word  might  have  hccn  jqjda 
man  without;  having  a  inotI;i.ePi.  ^K^,  A«^ 
^aoit  )Why  xlid  God  ordain  jikpwif^  ai. 
.afernQ,  that  he^pjald  he  borp  of  ^.  wor^ 
jy  jnaa  with  a  £bcGu^  predefiinatioi^  or  the. 
^i.  fccopd  par^  of  it,  likewife  ni>t.  .^ccejffary, 
i^.ibut  frcfi^  The  rcafon  was^  fay  all  the 
"^'^  Saints,  that  as  t)ne  woman  introiluced 
^*  into  the  world  the  want  of  ohediejEjce  and. 

V  of  grace,  foapother  woqian  (bo;:ild  he>,tbA 
^('4:edrers  and  fupplemept  of  it;  ,the,^ant 

V  \>y  Eyq,  the  fupplemcnt  by  Maxy^  Sft 
y  tha^  tf^  aUrno  znd  by  virtue  of  her  pJ^apfisr. 
Wprededination  the  Virgin,  ourL^dy,  was 
Vxrpnqeived,  chofeR»  and  dcflined,.  ^ril  Xo 
y  jrepaic  and  fupply  the  wants  o^  the  firft  • 

V  cpofher  in  paradife,  ^nd  afterwarx^s  tbofe 
^,*;i^f  ,the  humaji  race  in  all  the  ^Y9f^4»  The 
^^  Virgjp  h^rfelf  vvill  tell  it  all  ta  i^s,  before. 
•if  .Ijeif  Jbiftb  in;%nc«5y  ^d  after  ihe.  was 
f^.  b^roj  in  peyripn. 

P4  /'•Who 
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tV Who  wap  evet .  t^^olfe^deftituM  in  IfiJ* 
^*  life  aWd  Swr^  ia  wipt  of  every  ti)«Dg  n^ 
^^cei^ary  tait  than. the  child  Mofes^.^ben 
bit  parents;  sot  bting  able  to  ki4^  hftn 
fcptn  kh<  wrady  df  Ftjaraob,  (fpr  by  his 
♦♦  pryiJig  he  w<Aild  ifllcovcr  himfelf )  tfeat 
^  thir^  might  not  drown  him  witib  their 
<'  own  hands^  lauiKrbi^d'inTn  on  the  flrcstm 
f^  in '  a  ^  ^aiket  of  ruffies;  which  bad  /no 
••  other  property  of  a  boat  than  that  of 
f*  being  caulked  ?  Oh  the  river  wereSvant- 
f^  ing  to  the  child  his  father  and  mother, 
f*  whd  ritnaincd  on  land ;  in  his  little  veflel 
'<  were  wanting  to  hitti  cars>  fail*  and  pi« 
t^  Ibtj  abdve  all  >^a$  wanting  to  hiiid  his 
^  nouriihmcnr.  bereaved  of  thofc  breads 
^^  which,  gave  him  milk ;  finally,  he  was 
^  wanting  to  himfelf,  for  he  had  neither 
♦•arms  tpiWim  with,  nor  judgtnent  to 
^'  kno*v  hfe  danger,  nor  vpice  to  beieech 
**  affiftiahce.  Thus  he  went  failing  in  the 
^^  mid^  bf  hfe  own  flripivtcck,  ftirouded 
*' even;  in.  his  fwadhng^ bands',  and  hid  in 
'  •'  the  balkct  of  ruihcs  the  new  Argonaut 
^*  of  the  Nile;  when  ATfl^  biis  fifter  tip- 
^  pear5  on  the  banfcj  fen't  thither  by  his 
•*  parents  to  attebd  to  the  event.  O  for- 
^'  tu^ate  ihiaitt,  in  the  oddA  of  wfaaif  ap- 
f'pevs  thy  greateft  unbappincfe!-  iAtaH 
7     -     ^  ?'  does 
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««  does  Mafy  affiffe  Mofe^t  Theff^  Wolfgh 
•*  he  wanted  eVfciV'thte^,  fhfe ihati  ftip{)ly 
«*  ^^hatevtr  hd  ittay  Wattt.'  t^d  phife'^aii 
«*  dfcfire  k  better  gaidp'  (Jf  pildtT6llis^^idiip 
*«  thah  the  eyes  wftidh  Minify  fixfefe  •''«»'  'it. 
"  She  here  (hews  'pkihty  th^  :flit  &1- 
•*  feady  reprefented  iti  nattac  ahdaftidhs, 
"her,  Whtt  wai  afterwards  called  the 
«  Lady  of  Good  Direailori,  aftd  of  th<*Hip- 
**  py  Voyage  *.  The  eyes  of  Mary,ithfen, 
•*  which  on  this  bccafion'  fcrvcd  ag  <5ars 
**  againftthe  force  and  violehcc  6f  thd^cdr- 
'^  r^nt,  kept  calling  the  barque  to  (hore^ 
^*  fend  thfc  fcbild  foUfad  hafbouf  in  rid  left 
'*  than,  thfe  ftincefs  df  Egypt's  armsr  A 
^nuffe  ihuft  be  foUnd  to  wipe  thtf  *tear$ 
'^  from  its  eyes  and  give  it  ttnilk:  'MSry 
"  offers  herfelf  for  the  feeker  of  a  rtttrfe. 
^'  Artd  whom  do  you  think  ftie  Wduld 
•*  bring  ?  The  genius  only  of  one  who  had 
"that  name  could  forrirj  ftich  a  fbheme. 
•*  The  mother  of  Mofes  himfelf  is  fertfu^ht 
'•  for  a  nurfe,  to  whom  the  priiidcfs  dili- 
••'vers  liim  up,  ft  fondly  retommending 
Khet  being  careful  ofhitn  as*  of  her  own 
*•  ichll^drwith  a  rbyal  j5ro'm!ft  of  being  vtcU 


i  •  •      -  I  • 


i  't  Ttrd  trd^s  tiiifer  trbich  the  Virgin  is  iHvokeH  by 

^•'-  "  •  "  rewarded 
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^^  rewarded  for  her  tcou]ble«  ^Noiv  J  ailc, 
**  if  there  U  waating;  to  Mofcs  an^  of  the 
*^  many  things  whicJ^  before  wjcec.  .want- 
^*  ing?  .Now  be.  b^s  a  fkthcr*.  npiy  he  has 
''  a^moihcci  ndw  rhc  lias  noutflihmont^ 
'>  now  lie  is  On  kind>  now  h^  h^s  Jifcy  and 
^*  naw  h«  has  >vh^t  ,was  wan|ing .  to  him, 

a;)d  he  could  Qeyer  ^Qpe  tot  attain^  which 

i$i*tp  be  the  adopted,  fon  of  that  very 
^  Icjqg  pf  Egypt  who  had'  cogimanded  hio). 
**  to  be  thrown  to  the  cFOCodiles  pf  ^  tbf 
"  Nile^  Thus  Mary  knows  hpw-to  fup* 
"  ply  the  wants  pfthoic  wbojjre  rcconif. 
^*  tncnded  to  ber  by  their  virtues,  thougl;^ 
^5  they  may  not  be  particularly  devoted  to 
^*  her.  But  what,  if  they  ihould.  Be  hcj: 
'^  brothers,  as  Mo/es  was  to  Mary,  and  in 
^*  that  relation  ta  the  Virjgin  ftand  all  the 

brethren  oi  the  Rpfai^y  ?  But  we  are  not 

come  to  that  yet* 

*'  Faffing  00  tp  tie  New  Teftaowmti 
^^4  certain  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
'*  .Cana  of  Galilee,  at  which  fays  the  £van^ 
*'  gelift  the  Mother  of  Jcfu§  w^s  prci(^ti; 
'^  John  ii.  I.  £/  erat  mafer  ^efu  i!n^  SomiQ 
I  if  will  wonder  that  the  Virgin  Mary  ftiouid 
**  be  found  there  and  aflift  at  fuch  fort  of 
f\  entertain  ments.a^  weddi^rfeails  j.  i^as 
^^  a  Virgin,  for  the  ^  Virgin^ftale,  thovgfe 

••  fo 
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'^  (6  fublime*  d6(|iiies  nor  ooddemns  not 
^ '  that  of  <narristgc»  but  as  Mother  of  the 
^«  Saviour;  Mater'  J^u.  As  Mother  of 
^^the  Saviour  this  Ladyl  wa$  feeh  at  the 
'^  foot  of.tliecr(^  and  appeared  well  chere» 
'^  John  xix.  2^.  Stabat  juxta  crueem  Jefti 

V  Mater  ejux^  accompanying  his  defI:itutton> 
^*  fufiering  the  fame  pains>  and  co-operat« 

V  ing  in  the  very  redemption.  There  it 
*•  vtras  that  the  Mother  of  Jefus  appeared 
Vwell;  but  at  marriages!  at  banquets!  Et 
**  etat  Mdter  Jefu  ibt!  Yo$,  ihe  was  thcre^ 
'?  and  afliAed  at  the  banquet  and  the  mar-- 
^*  riage,  •  to  fupply  what  might  be  wanting 
**  to  them-:  and  where  there  is,  or  is  tp  be, 
*.*  want,  there  it  is  where  .thcMothcr  of 
♦•  Jefus  cannot  be  wanting,  and  there 
•^  where  (he  affifts ;  JSr^/  Mater  Jt/u  i^i. 
•*  Chrift  and  his  Difciples  were  likcwifc  at 
^*  the  fame  marriage^  but  the  Evangelift 
*^  remarks  that  they  were  invitcdi.  John 
^*  ii.  2.  Vopatus  eft  Jtfuf  &  DifcifnH  ejus,. 
*f^  But  of  this  Lady  it,  is  not  faid  th^t  ihe 
.*f  was  invited  J  bccaufe  ilje  herfcjf,  arid  her 

'   '/.providence,    and  her  obligatipn  invited 

"  heir    and-  dr?w   her    thither,     that    iCi 

M  through   the  poverty  or  the  negligence 

^'  of  the  married  pair,  any  thing  (hould  be 

V  wanting,  (be  by  her  carcfulnefs  ai?d  cha- 

-rity 


4ii      V I  E  Y  R  A**  Sermon. 

•*  ritjf  mijght  fupjpljr  it,  The  event  fliewcd 
••  itj  a;id  tjius,(he  >vent  miracuioofly  fup- 
^^  plying  that  which  y^as  deficicntj  ihid. 
•'  3  •  Jj^yictente  *\itno. 

'  **  But  let  us  hear  the  fepTy  of  Chriff,  in 
*•  which  mofe.  ftrorigty  fliines*  this  provi-* 
'^  dence,  and  thefc  powers  in  tfie  foverclgij* 
^\  Mothef ;  *  Tjiis  Lady  reprefcnted  to  her 
•^''Sbn,  as  creator  of  all  things,  the  dcfici- 
^*  ctif^y  there  Was;,  ihid.  3.  P^inum  non  ba- 
'^  benf.  And  theLbrd,  as  furprifed  at  her 
*'impUed  requeft,  anfwercd,  ibid.  4.  ^id 
^*  mioi  G?  //^/ ?— what  bufinefs  is  it  of  yours 
•*  or  mine*  what  id. wanting  in  the  houfe  or 
•*  at  the  ^tjible  of  o.ther  people?  ibid.  5, 
•*  Npndum  venit,  i)ora  mea ; — my  hour  for 
*f  wofking  miracles  is  not  yet  come.  But, 
**  po.twithil^inding,  this'Ladydid  not  defift 
•'"fjomprofecu ting  the  remedyof  that  want, 
•*  faying  to  them  who  ferved,  that'  they 
**  (houid  do  whatever  her  Son  commanded 
^  thenv  as  if  (he  had  Xaid  to  Him  himfelf^ 
'*  ijf ;  your  hour  for  working  miracles  is 
'^npl  yet  come^  my  care  and  obligation  to 
V/upply  what  is  wanting,  pays  not  regard 
•'to  hours  J  and  tlic  fame  nour  in  which 
*«  things,  are  wanting,  that  is* my  hour/*' 
••  The  L6rd  a^t  length  commanded  that  'the 
**  pots  in  which  there  was  no  wi«c'  fKould 
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«*  be  filled  with  water/  whidi  was  imrne<- 
f^  diately  converted  wichaboftdance  anti  im*- 
•*  provement  into  the  very  liqtior  that  ^a» 
^  wanting*  In  this  manner  did  the  moft 
*'  gracious  Mary  fupply  in  this  wantj  not 
''only  one,  but  many  wants>and  the  Waot» 
•'  of  many.  To  the  governor  of  the  feaft 
^'Aie  fuppHed  the  want  of  attention >  :t» 
•'  the  married  couple  the  want  of  provifipiv 
''  to  the  table  the  want  of  drink,  and  even 
*'  to  Chrift  himfelf  the  want  of  titne^  cim(^ 
**  ing  that  to  be  anticipated  which  was  oot 
''  arrived.  Finally,  of  all  thofe  who  were 
**  prefent,  this  Lady  alone  took  notice  of  tho 

want,  becaiife  in  the  governor  of  tho 
^^feaft  it  was  a  thing  to  b^  condemiledi 

in  the  married  couplq  to  be  forry  for;  in 
'  the  guefts  to  wonder  at»  ai^d  for  this  I^ady 

only  to  fupply. 

Thus  was  thfe  Virgin  Mary  from  her 

predeftination  chofen,  and  thus  is  (he  in^ 
''  cfined  and  intent  froth  her  birth  in  this 
^'  defedtive  world,  to  remedy  and  fupply  all 
^' the  wants  which  are  fuffered  in  it;  but 
**  much  more  fo  fince  the  inftitutioA  df  her 
*♦  Rofary,  in  aflifting  and  rewarding  its  yo* 
^«  tarics.  .  'Now  comes  in  its  proper  place 
V, the.  notice  of  that  prodigious  event  I  re- 
^^prcfented   in  the  beginning;    in  which 

*«  it 
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^^  It  ia  not  eafy  to  fetfortb^ior  cVeii.c6iit^ 
^  prehefld  the  many  and-  variolic  mrants) 
^  di^culc  and  intricate  to  exce&i  .whkb 
^^  this  Lady  thema  itippbed.  and  iii:  ^ 
^manner  boyond  aU.  admiration  ad^ 
^*  mihibte. 

^'  She  fuppflied  life  xn  the  waat  of  all  thtf 
*^  means  and  inilrumonts  of  life  itfelf ;  and 
againft  all  the  difpoiitions  and  omfca  of 
death  prevented  the  ibul  from  goi<^  out 
•*  at  that  great  door — -for  the  name  o£ 
*^  wound  is  little-~and  detained  it  there^ 
'^  He  only  who  can  comprehend  the  aiia*^ 
?^  tomy  of  the  human  body,  the  depcn*^ 
^^  dence  and  harm^ony  of  all  its  parts,  and 
*'  the  admirable  artifice  with  whicb  the  in^ 
^'  Aruments  which  fuftain  it  are  contina^- 
^*  ally  at  work  biddenly  or  in&nfibiy  with"- 
^'  in  us  (whence  David  fays  to  the  divine 
V  artificer  himfelf  of  this  fabric^  Pfidm 
"  cxxxviii.  MirabilisfaSa  tjl  fcientia  tua  ex 
^^  the)  he  only  who  can  comprehend  .  att 
<^  thiSf  can  fully  underAand  how.  xsisxxtj 
^^  miracles  are  contained  in  the  fours:iiot 
^*  feparating  from  that  body  fo  maoigled 
^'  and  empty,  and  a  Woman's  beirig  |tre« 
**  ferved  alive  in  it  after  a  wild  .  baaA  had 
^<  torn  out  and  devoured  all .  her  eMfSibfi. 
<<  Without  theia  0ie  mail  hav<e<«jiyantod 

"  blood. 


^*^  b]oodf  flie  ixiuft  liovd  «ri»aixted  Yd n)s^»  "fiiii 
f*  muft  baire  wanted  arterteisv  flie  muff 
t^  baTC  wanted  anianal  stid  vital  fpirit9#  ^ind 
f^  (he  totift  have  Wanted  <abo«e  ait  the  bectrt; 
*^  the  fountain,  and  principle  of  life;  AXid 
*'  that  in  this  ilate  fhe  (hoald  )iv^/  fpeaky 
t<<  4inderftai»l»  and  exercii^  intirely  all  the 
^  operltiixis  of  fenfitlve  arid  rational  life^ 
^*  bringing  to  remembrance  her  fins,  be- 
*^  wailing  them  with  voluntary  repentance, 
?*  confcffing  them  with  her  tongue,  and 
*^  only  not  ftriking  her  breadSf  becaufe  (he 
'*  bad  none !  O  miracle  above  all  miracles, 
in  which  the  Mother  of  the  Sovereign 
♦  Artificer  himielf  fecmed  to  vye  wil^  and 
to  furpafs  him  in  his  own  work! 


€• 


•• 


••The  manner  in  which  theM6ther  of 
f*  God  fupplied  what  was  wanting  in  thdt 
••  body,  almoft  a  corpfe,  but  truly  ali^,  t 
••  have  already  faid  was  beyond  all  admird-* 
^*  tion  admirable  ;  becaufe  fhe  did  not  ^b- 
f*ftitute  for  the  forn-ofF  breafts 'othet: 
-Htrcafts;  or  give  another  hedrt,  entails, 
F*  jtnd  vronab,  but  with  the  very  privation 
**  of  the  things  which  were  wanting,  or 
^*  thembthihg  of  them,  (he  fupplied  all. 
••*  This  is  a  perfcdion%  an  excellence,  a 
^<  curioufiieis  of    fupplement  neveY   fterf, 

**  even 
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**  ^  bflginnior  of  1^  World.  '  U  tfatt. 
♦*  firflt  tfere?  days  of  :tb«  cr^atioo,  hecanfe 
*'  thcfe  was  no  fun*  (Qaot  k  was  crefted 
**  on  tf^r  fourth,)  Odd  Xt)p|ilkd  the  want 
*<  01'  the  jfuq  with  lif ht^  and  difft  nad« 
"  day,  Ocn.  i.  fiat  lux*  (^ /a£fa  t!^lttx^ 
"  appeilanil^  Itfctm  dim*  Allnr£i«vai 
<*  created,  a  rib  was  wanting  to  Adam,  of 
**  which  (ht  WAS  formed,  and  God  ifiipfili^ 
**  cd  the  want  of  €his  rib  wiA  an  oqtral 
*'  quantity  q(  fle(h.  Gen.  ii.  Repltvii  car* 
**  nan  pro  ea»  Cain  flew  Abel,  and  God 
**  fupplied  the  want  of  that  fon  to  the 
«*  mq^r  with  another  called  Setib,  as  (be 
"  hcrfelf  faid.  Gen.  iv.  Pofuit  mibi  Dm 
**  Semen. almd pro  Abel.  - 

^^^^^^^^  9HMHMB  M^VM^B  tfttMlrfMtl 

•*  So  that  God  always  fupplied  the  want 

**  of  one  thing  with   fooic  other  thin^. 

But  to  ftipply  the  want  with  the  want 

itfejif,    or  the  thing  with  the  prwation 

"  and  the  nothing  of  it,  this  perfcdion, 

^•*  excellence^    and  curioufnefs  of  fttfi(de4 

•"  nwnt  God  referved  for  his  mother  */ 

♦  It  would  be.  very  woak  .in  any  perAn*  to  i^r^- 
agaiuft  the  reality  of  ihis  miracle  from  the  want  of  ^tbd 
tcftimoay  of  Xeafe,  or  the  vtfiUUty  of  if,  towealc  a»tt 
would  be  to  argue  i^pjoft  tlv  wdovkod  .nanck  oT 

Trafi^ 


€€ 
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Tbe  fnicbfit  hurt  .coufidess  4a  ol^fCiion 
which  might  be  m^fi,  vrh^.A^L^djot 

•  •  •    ■ 

Tnnfubftantiationy  wlilch  iseycrf  day  wrpug^t  uritiiout 
ocular  proof.    Rigntmt  Dei  non  Venit  cum  obferuaiione. 

The  vcneraUe  Viejsti  is  not  to  be  fiippofedi  by  the 
^  teador  vb)  majr  be  Imaoqqainted  witb  tb0  wrii^ra  of  th€ 
tlomifii  Churcny  to  advance  any  novel  Dofirine  iii  fpeak*' 
{ng  fe  hi^y'as  he  does  in  this  fention  of  the  power  o^ 
tfie  Virgin  Mary*  It  ia  Ipoken  of^  or  meant  to  be  ijpnkeil 
of,  as  highly  by  them  all ;  and  if  they  fall  (hort.  of  tb^ 
veoeiiUe  V  ieyra  in  their  expreffion  of  it,  It  is  only  be-^ 
camfe  they  M  fliortof  him  in  genius.*'— -^OnCTery  faap^^ 
ilhiftration  xxf  the  power  of  the  Virgin  is  to  be  met  wiia 
In  die  eighteenth  volume  of  the  memoirs  ie  tAcadamie 
des  biferiftiQHs  tt  Seiles  LettieSf  which  the  readet  may 
mot  he  dif^Ieafed  to  fjse. 

Un  momerevenoit  d'une  maifon  dans  laquelle  II  s'id- 
trodoUbit  toutes  les  nuits.  II  avoit  a  fon  retour  Irtie  ri*^ 
%rilere  i  tnivcrfo :  Satan  renverfii  le  h8tteaii>  8c  le  moine 
fut  aore  comme  il  commen9oit  Ilnvitatoire  des  tnatinqi 
de  la  Vier^e.  Deux  Diables  fe  faiiiflent  de  fon  ame^ 
Sc  fimt  arret^s  par  deux  anges  qui  la  redametu  en  qua- 
lity de  chretienne.  ^^  Seigneurs  Anges  (difent  lea  diables) 
il  eft  vrai  que  Dieu  e(l  mort  pour  {c$  amis,  8c  ce  n'eft 
pas  ttiie  faUe ;  mas  celui«>ci  etoit  du  nombre  des  ennemis 
de  Dieu ;  &,  puifque  nous  1  avons  trouve  dans  Tordure 
du  peche,  nous  allons  le  jetter  dans  le  bourbier  de  Ten- 
fer ;  nous  ferons  bien  r^compenfes  de  ^nos  pr^vdts/^ 
Apres.  bien  des  conteftattons  les  anees  propoient  de  por-" 
ler  le  differend  au  tribunal  de  la  Vierge.  Les  diablea 
repondent  qu'ils  prehdront  volontiets  Dieu  poor' juge^ 
parcequ'il  mgeoit  felon  les  loix :  '^  Mais, .  poUr  la  Vierg* 

tdifent-ils;  nous  n'en  pouvons  efperer  de  juftice :  eHe 
^riferoit  toutes  les  portes  de  Tcnfer  plut6t  que  d^y  laifier 
tm  feul  jonr  cdui  qui  de  fen  vivant  a  £iit  quclques  r6' 
Tereitfies  a  fon  image.  Dieu  ne  la  eontredit  en  riefi ; 
die  pent  dire  que  la  pie  eft  utAre  ic  auc  I'eau  trouble  eft 
claire ;  il  UA  acCMde  lom » tUms  ne  uxoiis  plus  ou  noua 
Vol.  I.  £  e  tn 
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• 

tbp  .Roiafy"did  ri^pt .^rcv^nt  the  Wolf^rqm 
hurting  thyC:  pamfel,,  the  *  poffibili^  Jof 
iKrhich  he  acknowledges^  and  thus  excnxt 
plifies :  _ 

•^  One  of  Queen's  Children,.-  a  little 
*' RirL  fell  from. a  window  of  theJPalace 
^'  inio  an  Area  in  which  a  Lion  was  kppt 
♦*  confined,  in  whofe  paws  .  they  jexpei^ed 
<^  to  fee  her  die  if  ihe  {hould  eicape  jfrpm 
*'  the  fall.  The  child  wore  a  Rofary^  for 
**  ornament;  for  Rofaries  were  the  nepk* 
*•  laces  of  Ladies  in  thofe  days*  The 
*'  keeper  of  the  beaft  and  the  other  Servants 
'Vran  directly  to  the  place,  and  what  they 
.'f  faw  and  heard^  was,  that  the  Lion  bav- 
/'  ing  attacked  the  child,  fhe  had  throwji 
•*  her  Rofary  round  his  neck,  and  was 
*^  pUying  her  little  hands  ambngft  his 
**  fli.^ggy  locks,  and  fondling  him  as  if  he 
V  had  been  a  lap-dog,  faying  to  him  very 
^^  prettily,  **  Lion,  Lion,  don't  cat  me^ 
*'  for  I  am  to  be  a  Nun  in  Caftile," 

"  •       i 

■•MSM*  ■«■*>«  MMV^  ^BB^ 

But,  the  preacher  fays,  that,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Lazarus,  who  was  fuffeted  to  idic 
that  the  Son  of  God  might  he  glori^d^ 


err  Ibmmes  ;  d'un  ambcfas  die  fait,un  terntf,  .d*H? 
rfmrbjc-deux  im  qmnc;  cHc  a  Je  dcx  &  la  chance/*  *  I^c 
juucque  Dieu  fie  la  mczQ  {\j^  bi^i  iiatal  pour  nous/' 

this 
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tKis  Damftl  was  fuffSred  tb  be  thus  torn  by 
the  Wolf,  that  the  Mother  'of  God  might 
be  glorified. 

**'Sach  then  was  the  manner,  beyohd  all 
^*  admiration  admirable,  in  which  the  Mo- 
**  ther  of  God  fupplied  what  was  wanting, 
*♦  through  the  voratioufnefs  of  the  Wolf. 
•*  Let  us  remember  the  words  of  St.  Alan^ 
•*  Ubera  abrumpitf  vent  rem  difcerpit,  &c. 
••The Virgin  womb  fupplied  the  womb, 
•'  and  the  facred  Breads,  &c. 

••  And  that  no  one  may  doubt  that  to 
*•  woric  this  miracle  was  the  peculiar  pro- 
*•  perty  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  the  quality 
*•  of  the  Lady  of  the  Rofary  and  for  the 
*•  merits  of  the  Rofary  itfelf,  her  own  Son, 
*«  whom  fhe  carried  in  that  very  wottib 
"  and  nourifhed  at  thofe  very  breafts,  cele- 
••  brated  it,  and  fung  thus  in  bis  language, 
*•  which  is  that  of  the  Hebrew  text:  Chrift 
••  fpeaking  of  the  bleffed  Belly  of  his  Mo- 
"  ther,  fays.  Venter  tuus  Jicut  acervus  trU 
^^tith  "oalidtus  Rojis.  Cantic#  vir.  2,  Ex 
-•^Text.  Hebr.  And  fpeaking  of  her  facred 
**''Breafts,  Tays,  in  the  fame  manner',  Uhra 
••  tua Jicut  duo  binnuti  gemellt  capree  qui  paf^ 
••  cuntur  in  Rofis.     We  (hall  come  to  the 

E  e  2  •'  Rofcs 
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«*  Rofcs  •♦  prefcntly.  tet  us  firll  confidcf 
*^the  two  extraordinary  conxparifons  of 
**  the  Belly  and  the^.Bfjjafts,  which  as  they 
**  we  bacolic  and.  paftoral,  are  both  ex- 
'<  prefled  in  rural  and  country  terms.  Thy 
^*  Bel}y»  he  fays,  is  like  an  heap  of  wheat, 
^*  Fenter  tuus  Jicut  acerum  triticu  The 
^^  contiedtion  which  wheat  has  with  the 
^^  Belly,  is,  that  the  former  is  ordained  for 
*^  the  fuftenance  t)f  the  latter  :  therefore  if 
^  the  Belly  U  praifed  as  wheat,  Jicut  acer^ 
^  vus  trkith  it  is  a  BeHy  which  fufbins 
^'  another  Betty.  And  this  was  the  miracle 
<^of  the  Virgin  Belly,  which  fuftained 
^^  that  of  the  devout  Damfel  after  it  had 
*'  befco  devoured.  Thy  Breads  he  fays  are 
^'Itke  little  twin  mountain-kids  which 
^*  f<ick,  ^cut  duo  binnuli  gemelli  qui  paf^ 
y^cuiiiur^  Breafts  do  not  fuck  tp  fuftain 
*^  themfehres  with  milk,  but  are"  fiicked 
^^  to  Cuftain  other  things  i  therefore,  If  the 
'*f  Bceafts  are  praifed  a^  things  which  fuck, 
"^^  Jicut  iinnulif  they  are  Breads  which  fuf* 
^*  tain  other  Breads  $  and  thefe  we>e  the 

•-•  A, plain   proof  that  our  vcrfion  of  tti'e 'Bible  is 

erroneous,  as  it  fays  nothing  of  R^s  in  eidusb  pf  thefe 

piSiges  I  ttid  the  venerable  Father  inforins  u§  .he>takes 

'  them  «r.  7/jKf»  Hdr.  nor  is  any  thing,  fafda^ut  the 

/uciing  of  what  ate  there  caUed  R9is%  liut^'t^  End  it 

fliould  be  Kids. 

«'  facrcd 
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^'  £icred  Brcafts  which  iuftatned  thofe  of 
'^  the  devout  Damfel^  after  they  had  been 
•'  fpod  to  the  Wolf.^    Thk  being  pi-emifed, 

V  now  come  the  Rofcs.  And  why  doies 
<'  the  text  fay  that  the  Belly  is  fet  round 

V  with  Rofes,  Vallatus  Rofis?  Ami  that 
*'  Rofes  are  the  things  which  fuftaia  the 
*^  Breaftsy  S^uf fafcuntur  in  Rofis  ?  Becaufe 
^^  the  miracle  of  the  Belly  and  Breafts  of 
**  the  Damfel  (not  they  fuftained  in  her, 
^'  but  (he  fuftained  without  them)  was  all 
'^  for  the  miracle  of  the  Rofes»  which  like* 
^'  wife  in  rural  Metaphor*  in  name*  and  in 
^'  virtue*  reprefented  the  Rofary« 

'*  From  this  cslfe*  fo  particular  and  pro* 
**  digious,  follow*  as  from  their  truftk*  the 
^*  univerfal  fruits  which  I  promiftd  to  ga- 
**  ther  from  its  it  being  certaini  as  we 
*^  (hall  now  fee*  that  as  the  Vifgini  our 
*^  Lady*  in  reward  for  the  devotion^  af  the 
*^  Rofaryt  fupplied  in  this  Dam(elf  &c« 
''  (he  will  fupply  in  all*  all  wants^  Tern- 
'<  poral  and  Eternal,  Come  now»  all  peo^ 
ple>  and  I  will  (hew  them*  &c. 

Beginning  with  the  Temporal ^  what 
^^  ;doft  thou  want  ?  - 1  want  that  which  fup- 
^'pliits  all  waotSt.  which  is  money*    Thus 
\  f^  fays  a  poor  man*  and  thus  all  in«y  fay. 
^  But  J  (3y,  that,  if  they  rehearfc  the  Ro^ 

E  e  3  ^*  fary 
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<'  fafy  eVei^  d^y  to  fhb  Mother  of  Ood»  fix; 
«*  \fril!  abundantly  ruppljrtbis  ^artt*" 

InHinedi  frrt  htr^  girtn  of  this  being  fo 
completely  6onc  irt  Prance  and  Germflnf , 
that  the  ^66d  pieo|ilft''  on  tarhom '  the  aitfa^ 
cle  Was  wrodgkc  (^became  lb  rich 'that 
**  thty  mainta'(ned  all  the  poor  lA  the  coiui*- 
«'  try  in  which  they  lived/' 

One  may  be  rich>  bat  yet  unhappy  fton 
tht  want  of  children.  The  devotion  of  the 
Rofary  brings  down  the  blefiing  of  fruit* 
f ulnel^ ;  as  is  (hewn  by  inconteftablo  ex- 
amples in  France  and  iHoUand. 

Who  has  more  wants  than  the  poor  &>U 
diet?  Particularly  thofe  of  defence  in  the 
day  of  battle,  and  of  fecurity  againft  the 
ievere  laws  of  his  commanders  ?  Yet  in  the 
late  wars  in  Flanders  many  foldiers/  by 
virrse  of  repeating  the  Rofary,  found  the 
bulteti^  of  their  enemies  ftrike  againilthem 
but  M  pellets  of  wax,  and  fall  harmlefs  to 
the  'grot(n4.     **  Two  (bldieu  being  eon«» 
*'  deoined  to  die  for  having  broken  an  ediA 
<<  of  th6  4iuke   of  Alva,     their  confefibr:. 
«*  knowing    the   extreme  fcverity:  xaT  -tlicr.i 
**  general,  gave  them^o  hopes^of  life9^j}At 
<^  exhorted  them  toUecommend  tiitin£bI?BS^: 
»'  to  the  Lady  of  tbcRofery.  ^  Oncirf:thftni/!' 
^*  an  hardened  and^bilinate  wiefch^  pBidn 

:.  •     :  *«  no 


^*  act  attention! to  lHViadvfico$'^^j(^9'odicr 
f ^  embraced  itvhcdrt»lj(^ -andiittl.lHmrf}^  te  ^ 
'^  Defeating  the  Ro&ity  wiith.raU  j^$r4iV€h 
*•  lioaraml  ardour ..iirfotch'^;tbejMFg^<?$^^^ 
^*  thettt£b  reqmred.rcAt  Icng^lUilhc^yViere  ^ 
^^  carried  forth  tor  {mtiiflinttQ&.  I»pb-  ;A$aN 
^^  Qdoo  aitafsy  as  J9:the:tiira9let)ftoini;;iiad 
•*  the  event   was^.that  tbo:  aflpsv^tiHog*; 
<<  iurroanded  by  guards^  b«if»r«  aid)m:ip)v 
**  the  afs  which  carried  the  foldi^i.iwho^  > 
^'liad. repeated  tbeAofary  br^ke  throvgh 
^  4fae  midft:  of  the  throng  witli;r«iieh:  ^otqt 
^^  that  he  couid.not  be  flopped^  and  ent^«;  . 
^^  ing  into  the  church  vrev^njpr, toi^^chzptl 
«'  of  the  Lady  of  the;Rofsif)i»:  omd^  the 
^'"Sacrdd  Immunity  of  wbkliT'ifte  -ibldierf 
'^  remained  not  onlyfecure  but  froe./'- 1  ,  -  /  . 

To  .the  faldier  follows  the. JitigtftiEt   A  ' 
poor,  widow,  who,  having  ocither  n^ojicy^  r 
nor  friends^  had  a  cruel  and  uajaft  dearo(>: 
made  againft  her  by  the  judge ;  ^tiby  wrnj  ' 
tue  of  her  attachmeot.to  the  Rioiai^t, v|he-  ^ 
words  .were    fp .  changed   io  :tl|Q  (^j»idge*s 
mouthy  as  to  appear  on  the  recocd  wholly 
in  Jier  ikvonr.  V .      •.   :    *      :.\    ^n^;'  • 

jAcgood.'  WDQiaD  ^wa^fnahappy  .fr6nt<h9  - 
want.4>f  :her  htdhami*s  lore  ;  flae^tc^^eated  ^ 
tbof&ofary;   andifoon  found  hu^'at  her 
ff^io  aii  humble  poftuce^ .  ..  ...;.  . 

c;.  E  e  4  *^  I  g? 
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^  tftiHtttiiy  Hixlidie  htksKriiloQt ; jpaiuief 
ir  i(^  >whteh  tiK  Vicgin  afiiBie  Rofiii^.^ei 
t^'  to  the  tffiftance  of  her  votarte$» .  atidifop* 
^^  ^jliai'^tt  dufeiwbiiliiJ  wiU  not  catic  dif- 

i^  ^mfits'm'i  $uviffiny  \  tg  mr  fai^a&^^  for 
<*'  mtb^ut  tkem  i»e  cannot  prove  Mar  fer^ 

'  Who-  undergo  more  .^dangers  .than  iea^- 
foring'  pebple>  ^partiookcly::  fram:  durMoort 
and  from  ftoMna  ?  Companies  of  Moors  lie 
iri^fibiifltlipfi|uem)7  6a  tbe  fentfaem  toaft 
^i  8p9ih  rto:  HtjJnap  u  a  ittary  paffengers; '  A 
f^liglelis  JPbrtoguefe  traveHing  that  "way* 
'Vras  fetupoli  byionc.of  AcCbcaompatiies; 
lie  4>ad  imtimliare  recoarfe  to  bia  llofiuy, 
mif  it  if  :a  flafii  of  Jigbtning  had  iffiied 
iVotn  dadi'  bead,  the  Moors  were  ^ailfudf 
<}€)flyvfti1ick  i>lind  ;  the  deliveneditnirelkr 
rttarn«4^ thanks  to  the  protofting  My^  aad 
Isaig^hing  at-theiblutd  Moors^^  joyfidfy-ptsr-f 
fUcd  hk  jOUMtyt<  :;  ...  .  -  •       'o  "» 

^  Againft  ftormsy  the  preachailftiinfeif 
can  pr«9e  tfaer  efficacjrof  the  fboiary'firom 
his  own  experience.  He  was  once  in  fuch 
a  ftorA^  that  the  (hip  16ft '^It  her  maftst 
but  upon  the  \vhoIe  crew  promifiag".  ta  re* 
\  .    r    /  peat 


.    -ffOt-'A^  ^BtoCa^  Uvea 

'  liwitorn  cnM^riaoditefb^ 
*    >di«ielj'  at>pnral  whicb  itoofeitlierlii  from 
'    'tfanroWo^dtiitbkd^ni  «Ad(tuii«d4hem  to 

-   rin  a  la7aga.froBii  BttODfieTtp  Bfafii  a  fai- 
'  kdf  feU  cMnotffaovdi)  and  wa»  hrou^f^tor^thc 
ihip  ,ifour  4iayr  afterwards :  sidiog  oo  ^ih« 
^  'back*       *       .   .^  -        /.'    '•"'.:,' 

^^  Captain  Alan»  famous  in  thc^lliftorietf 

^^•io£itfaevRo(arjr»  to  which  :he  /i^aa  mod: 

^^  de^oinl^  upon  hts  (hip's  gmng  itotho 

!  ^^  iiaftom  ini  the  mtdib  of  the  ica^   and 

\  ^  levcary  other  feui  oni  board  beiiig  dmwD-* 

^  jedj  ibiiiid  himfelf  iti  that  vtf 7  f  lioe  xm 

^  fhore,   and  walking  upon  land*   mide 

fp  imcqtial/fajr  little  bills  andofoae  RMkAh- 

^ tains:  at  the  end  of  ihcos  keobidrved' 

M  ^fac  be  wpnt  couri ting. them)  ^at  the 

^-  mountains  were  .fifteen  and  the  failU  an 

f*  hundred  and   fifty  1   for  j^f    t^t  vctf 

^f  llofar^  which  he  woce  aboot  Jiia  })ad* 

.    ^^\inir,Jjady  made,  a  bridge*  cf  firaa  land 

•'  over  the  waves  of  the  lea  %.*'  . » 
/ .  i! '  iTbat^  anongit*  the  vartety  of  ftates  men 
*:.x>f;iett)eds  ma/  not  be  excludedt  :&veral 
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}:     •  Rpferiw gcqcrallv  cjnfi.ft  of  an  hundred  and  fifty 
imall  beadt  (tor  Aves}  and  ftftcca  Ijirgc  ones  (for  Pgtet- 

8  proofs 


probfiTfife  givelf  (if  the  Rofdrj^'s  conferring 
greu  abilities  I  aifd  patrtkufarly,  ^  iVn-- 
^*  other  ftodwit^  who  wtmtcd  neither  pMM 
*^  not  tdettM>ry,  wap  ib  \inapt.  to/^pdetrj 
^^  that  he  coatd  not  join  three  fyllaUet  to^ 
^^  gechtr 'which  would  run  in  a  ver<e  i  but 
^  being  taught,  not  by  his  mafter*  but  by 
^^  hits  tnoliiw,  *  to  repeat  the  Rofary,  S> 
^^  fruitful  a  vein  of  poety  was  opened  ia 
^'  hitfi^  that  he  diredly  hot  only  far  ex* 
^*  ceeded  all  his  iisllow-fludents  but  became 
^^  equal  to  the  poets  of  greateft  fame  ^•" 
.  Poor  foul?  Ihut  up  in  pcifon  want  liber* 
ty  i\  the  Virgin  has '  often  miraculoufly  de« 
livtrcd'  them  for  their  devotion  of  the 
Roftcy.    • 

>  ^Vhm  a&  to  difeafes*  the  lafl:  temporal 
conikkrration  with^oiir  preacher,  ihe  Rofary 
is  a  "Panacea*  .  No  fever,  of  whatever-^ 
kind;  no  dlforder  of  the  eyes^  the  ears,  or 
tongue i  no  ftohe»  no  gout^.  no  diopfy,  no 
plague^  no  lanienefi^  no  wound^  not  even 
the- apopieisy,  nor' confirmed  madncfs»  can 
wichftand  its  power. 

With,  regard  to  eternal  conceriis»  we 
flavd'  in  need  of  refinance  againft  tempta^ 
tionQn  «f  repentance^  and  of  grace. 


4.i   .' 


•  K"  the, preacher  had  mentioned  the  name  of  Uw    * 
poet,  the  reader  fhould  have  been  acquainted  with  it^**'" 

**  A  beau- 
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•^ , A .  beautiful  >  bftt  irickod  vfomm  t  in- 
Mexico  tcts^ted  a  t^Hith,..  wbp  *  WM?; 
caught  .etfily  m.:hffr  lt»e.  A)h1  I»o^  lof 
fbeo^  gQiog  wti^of  tbc^  city^^  l^i^-lKr  «l* 
vice,  to  a.pWfrfilf  fer  the rtfasecutt^af. i>f 
what  thiQy  liad  «p|i«flrit«d,  tb4-rMr90)Ba 
''te}4  bim  tb»t  hp  qocuftfirft  laycafi^ea 
'"  JR^ofary  which  ihc -W9f€  round.  Ma  neck 
••  CDTCfff d  by.  his  oloatbs.  The  youth  fur* 
'*  prifod  that  fbe  (hpijld  fee  what  be  ear<^ 
^*  xifid  fo:  biddeoly*  began  to  fufpoA  Shm 
^^  evilj  and  anfwered  that  he  would  not  £m 
**  the  world  lay  afide  the  llofary  on  whtck 
^*  he  every  day  repeated  hifii  prayers  to  the 
'*  Mother  of  God.  And  what  does  the 
'<  womanf  feeing  this  refinance?  (hcLceaf- 
^*  ed  fuddenly  to  appear  as  (he  had  befoiss 
'^  appeared,  and  manifefled  wha^^ihf^WMa  ' 
'^  for  under  that  difguife  it  was  thf^-d^rvil^ 
y  who,  now  transformed  intoainiiA  hide- 
^*  ous  figurey  faid  to  him»  May  that  :Bk>« 
^'  iary»  and  ,tbe  many  times  you  bftvp^re- 
*'  peated  iti  avail  y^ju  I  for  -  if  y«4  iiad : 
"  thrown  it  from  you>  I  flipuld  :baKe  Otf^  . 
*' ri«d  yo»Tdireaiy  intp  hell."    .,   . 

AfMtjef  wreteb  f^ld  hioiielf  to  tb#  deviU 
andgave  himac90tradt»  as  is.ufnal^.ifign-f 
cd  with  his  blood.  He  immediately  be- 
carbe  rich^    but  was  .very  unhappy.    In 

this 


this  ibitt  he  chmced  to  gSF.nior.  a^ckwqb^ 
ifot- wkh  a  ptoiM  defigDf  on  tit*  feftival  cf 
the  Rofery«  <^  The  Armon  lisas  fiot  like 
^  thdfe  whidi  areofdinarilf  heai^i  011  that 
^  dt/f  *toiyloyed  aU  in  the  4efcrAptknTaf 
^  the  Queen  of  Flowers* and*  the  exceilence 
^<  of  the  Rofe,  without  more  Cabftamr 
^  than  the  appearance  of  the  l4etapJlpr*aod 
^  the  found  of  the  Name;  bet  the  difcourfe 
^  Wag  a  fofid  and  ufeful  one  (Aioh  #a  they 
'  ^^j  ffuly  Ought  to  he)  founded  in  ti^c  virlae 
^'ai^d  powers  of  the  devotion  end  myfte- 
^  riei  c^  the  Rofary^  and  a//  confirmed  b^  su^ 
*^  4b9ntk  and  expirtenceJ  examples  wbkb  ea^e 
^  nvbatkiione  prove  and  perjuade.'*  This 
miferable  flave  of  the  devil  was  ftruck  with 
whM  he  heaid»  «nd  refolved  to  try  what 
the  Ito&ry  would  do  towaida:  redeiQa^ing 
him^  fmn  his '  captivity.  His  infernal  oiaf- 
ter  failed  not  endeavouring  to  difluade  htm, 
laeghnsg  at  bis  new  hope^  ^appearing-  to 
hiM' whenever  be  was  repeating  his  Rofary, 
ihewing  him  his  contfa£tt  and  tellmg  him' 
tbbt  iie  troubled  hiinielf  in  vaim  (qr  that 
he  w'as'hisy  and  (hoioSd  be  ib  to  atl-^tcrnity. 
B\xU '  <^e  day,  as  the  *  penitent  .caf4vp  ^was 
pioftta^idg  bimfelf  'i)ef<^e  the  linage^  of 
eur  I/idy  of  the  Rofary,  he  i&w  A.papw 
drop  from  bcrJiaQdi  he  took^it  n^i  ^d 

from 


from  the  writii^  and  .figaing  found  it  was 
the  very  idontkal  ^ontrad  by  which  be 
bfld  fdd  himielf  :lo  the  devih  .But  the 
miracle  topped  not  heee :  he  looked  at  it 
%gaiD|  and  behold,  inot  a  (Icokc  of  9  letter 
\raa  to  hb  fun,  the.  whole  being  cos^ete- 
ly  erafed. 

<«  St«  Dominic  happened  to  meet  in 
'*  Italy  with  a  famous  robber  who  belong- 
**  ed  to  a  gang.  The  pious  father  attempt'* 
^  ed  in  vain  to  convert  hinu  but  at  kBgth 
*^  prevaikd  fo  far  as  to  make  him  promife 
.  ♦«  to  repeat  the  Rofary  every  day ;  which 
^  he  conftandy  did»  whenever .  he  was  at 
^<  leifure  from  robbery  and  murder.  In  a 
^  (hort  time  he  died  of  a  dtfeaie>  and  was. 
*' buried  by  his  companions^  without  any 
^  religious  ad>  impioufly  and  bmtally  aa  he 
^'  had  lived.  After  he  had  been  -  buried 
*^  two  years^  St.  Dominic  happeiiedtopafs 
*^  that  way  again,  when  he  heard .  a  con<^ 
*^  fiifed  ai^J  plaintive  voice,  but  trould  act 
^  tell  whence  it  proceeded,  'till  ooming  to 
*'  the  f^ry  fpot  where  he  was  buried^  he 
^^  found  ft  proceeded  thence  and  could 
^*%ear  .h  fay  diftinaiy,.  ••  O. Father  Friar 
**Dortoinic>  fcrvant  of  the  living  God, 
♦**  havepky on  m*c i**  The  earth  being open- 
~^<  Qd,  there  cade  oorti  to  the  aftonifbioent 

of 
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•^  of  all  th6ie  who  ^<bnipanied  the^^dotf 
^^  4  living  taian .  Bdog  aflctd  who  lie  was, 
•*  he  feid,  *<  Father/  I  lam  that  great  rdb^ 
«'  bcf>  whom* you  endeavoured  to  convert/ 
^  and  I  would  nots  and  only  agreed  to  re- 
«^  peat  the  Rofary  according  to  your  ad* 
<*  vice.  My  companions  buried  me  here 
'*  alive,  thinking  I  was  dead,  on  account 
*^  of  a  long  fit  1  was  in.  Being  buried  and 
•*  covered  with  earth,  it  might  naturally 
^  be  expcded  I  fliould  diediredtly^  and  ga 
^  to  fuffer  in  hell  the  pains  to  which  I  was 
«'  condemned  for  ifty  wicked  life;  but  the 
••  Sovereign  Virgin  Mary  obtained  of  her 
**  blefled  Son  that  I  (hould  not  die,  and  thae 
•*  thefe  two  years,  in  which  I  have  fuffer-* 
*'  ed  the  mofl:  horrible  pains>  ihould  ferve 
^  me  inftead  of  purgatory/'  This  he  (aid 
<^  in  public ;  and  then  confefiing  his  fins  to 
**  the  faint,  as  (boh  as  he  had  received  ab» 
<*  folution  and  communicated,  the  body 
♦*  dropped  down  dead,  and  the  foul>  with 
**  the  gtace  of  the. Sacrament,  which  alone 
*^  had  been  wanting  to  it,  went  up  to  be 
<•  with  the  Lord  in  Glory."  ^^ 

The  rooft  convincing  «lnd  irrefragable 
proof  of  the  virfue  of  the  Rofary,  the 
preacher,  like  a  true  oratbr,  has  refe'ri^ed 
for  the  lad.  He  now  only  touches  again 
upon  the  Breads  and  Belly  and  concludes. 

1  Tie 
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-  ^be  ^runJlatGr  has  en4fanwre4  to  .  i^ 
reUgiaufiy  juft  to  the  or^inah  Be  has  naf 
ptjiff^idto  qdd  offy  thing:  And )f  ke  ha^ 
omitted  fome  of  th$  wnerabk  Fatbir^s  prptfsf 
they  were  fucb  only  as  were  not  fi,:^ry  ex-^ 
celjlent  and  firiking  as  fbofe  which  Jfave  kfen 
laid  before  the  reader. 

If  there  would  not  he  an  impropriety  in 
mio^ing  foreign  matter  with  this  difcourfe^  the 
tranflator  would,  be  glad  to  be .  inditlged  in 
jti/l  mentioning  a  piece  of  doSlrine  of  this  truly 
venerable  Father 9  which  he  was  pjeajingly 
firuck' withy  and  greatly  admired  when  be 
read  it 9  and  which  he  finds  in  the  beginning 
of  the  twenty-third  Sermon'  of  this  feries 
upon  the  Rofary  at  the  Ixxxyiith  page  of  the 
fourth  Volume.  .  I'he  preacher  is  relating 
with  much  grace  the  Jlory  of  the  trial  of 
wit  on  ••  What  is  thejlron^eji  thing!"  from 
the  fourth  chapter  of  the  firji  book  ofEfdras^ 
and  acknowledges  the  fentence  of  Zorobaheh 
whofaid  that  Truth  was  the  Jlrongeji  tbingp 
to  be  better  than  thofe  of  bis  competitors  i 
but .  the  fagacious  Father  has  a  fentende,  of 
bis  own  which  isJlUl  better  tthan  Zotiflbab^J'sp 
J^bejiys  that, he  has  found  by  e^erknce, 
tbaf  , there. are  much  Jironger  things  than 
^rifth^  and  they ^are  LIES. 

.  .  .THE 
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€>f  ^  B0rtiia$4^  trick  nvbkb  the  fifd 
i  femi  fk^^i  Friar  QcrwU  /a  ckitcb  tkt 


\  I 


T^H'E  very  eritloal  and  fety  ctarioal 
•  reader  «h11  hwt  ^ferycd  yiiAwy^  < 
<and  yet  it  at  very  lAttti^l  th^t  ite  t)iMit<^«  ■> 
iiot«blenre)  thtt  4hedlirifieb  of^gv^  «ikk>in: 
and  ih&  iMg^Qing'  of  -tlii*  ibiffAi'ko^lBttil^i^'i 
not  aecoi^ng  to  att.  >  Bw  die  •  firft/  hoofc^^  • 
havtnfi<  finiflied   ifTitb  lib«  cbildhool><^aftt  :^ 
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firft  jpJBtft  of  the  education  of  omr.iDcbrnpa* 
cabte  fftht  Gdritodi  and  *  left  hin>  in  the 
ttivicfate,  :hijbTtsd-*aLR'ciiigiimy ;  :it  itemed, 
that  the  fecoad  (hould  have  clofed 'With  the 
iliidits^  great  or  little^  whifch  he  followed 
ioift^and  that  the  third.,  ought :  to,  btgia 
from  -his  being  dubbeda  Pried  and  Sibatine 
preacher ;  inafmuch  a$  this  new  ftarte^  ^nd 
likewife  this  new  employ  conftitucod  at) 
epoch  ia  bia  lifct.  nttural*  opportune,  ^lod 
proper  for  this  third  diviHon.,  .Whence 
perchance .  will  this  bbfcrving  rieitd^r  in>« 
jieach  poor  book  the  fecond  upon  the^articlc 
of  his'laft  chaptet»  pleading  that  he. hath 
infringed  oo  the  rights,  .of .  thje  t^ird  ^ok» 
iMud  that  it  was  ati  ufurpatitm^d,  tyratmy 
td  depcive.hirn  of  the.faid  cbaptcrt.. : 

I  will  not  fwear  that. he  whoihali  make 
thia*  j;emark  may  not  have  fonoe  lOndow  <Hr 
appeataace  of  rcafoR.  But  bcfides  tb^t  hi«* 
therto  no  pragaiatic  fan£lioo  ..baa  beea 
publiihcd  to  give  certain,  fixedj;  and  uni- 
.verlal.rttlefi  lor  4he  limits  and  tcrojinalion 
of  ptragraphs,  chapters^  or  books;  as  thcfe 
cufkiKttKy  iUvifions.  have  b<;eQ  introduoed 
intQ.tb^r  library. world  in  order  to.gWea 
bre«thifig*i«lia|eiaRVi|eH:to  the  writerjs- as  ihe 
Tt2d»6%i  wJwn  -^'tS^tp  thft  I  WW  fM)«  o«tf 
of  breadcor  ja.ib^.^aft  tired/ci)|  1  %£( 

Vol..  I.  F  f  Friar 
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Fmr  GefuncU  not  only  with  tise  Wo  d( 
Sflbatine  preacher  bat  ^h  the  fiifV  gtctn^ 
merings  of  the  iriftroflibnr  of  tber  Father 
Mif)%r  f  f  udehtio,  1  xomiot  help  thlftkiDg 
b\ii  Hvat  h  vnW  be  fu^ciint  to  fhot  ap.'thi^ 
witkal  6Wervcf*s  mwith;  If  my  resriefi 
w^fe  tired  fconer/  that  oii^rnot  to  beki# 
to  tny  ac^otim.  l)(3'i  preveMt  them  from 
/hutting  the  bc»k  when  they  ^leafe^  s»]d 
from  fle^ping  foiiiutly  -till  they  awiJce  cf 
themftlvcs,  by  which  they  may  hdt  tmitf 
divide,  btft  make  niince^ttidic  of  the  boote 
and  chapters  tfhcnev^r  ihey  thi^nk  propee. 
fiat  they  will  tdl  me  f  erhdp^  diit-ililMugfr 
tli^re  be  no^^ittien^  tiW-  to  reg^nftite  flrefe 
ijivifioris/ yet  that.t^y^&re  reglflited  ^ 
even  di£t3ite4  by  natudin»wi  thiuc  is»  by 
the  t^nicl^ce  atid  rehfM  of  m^ibmika]^ 
Ckierr,  Mi  '^coAomidat  Wrkers.  To  which 
f  dnftver,  ^hat,  as  to  fhib  aiT^r  of  ccmfci- 
nvict  and  natural  pctafony  each  one  can  iMve 
It  but  In  the  meaforb  iprhith  God^  has  beea 
pleafed  to  give  it|  aoKl  that  of  iiiYderikiftk< 
ings  there  is  as  great  a.variety  M  of  fie^^ 
Such  an  one  thinks  he  writes  andr  ^eatoi 
With  the  befl:  method  iff  the  World,  arfdto 
another  who  reads  or  hears  hith  tit  feeftis 
^n  eternal  embroiled  and  a  very  Bsbei  of 
confufionst     For  example^  let  it  be  tpid  to 

-    •  •  the 
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the  aylbor  pf  ^'  The  true  Mptfipd.of.SDudy'* 
ihW^  9^1  be  h^  written  is  a  fne/i:^  j^mJ^Qlifcn 
•rriofertionof  .foreigQ  aqd  abAifd  ffiafieri 
tb3t  in  mapy  pltcea  the  fucz/RicfH  fples 
i^hkch  be  gives  are  fcarce  .pi:ecQptibte»  that 
thofi^  which  are  perceptible  are  iiippp^ibl^ 
or  egctrcmely  difficult  to  be  praiSUiJ^df  ajnd 
tohfe^ently  that  ao  faculty  can  be  ^earned 
by  theQi<--^hc  ^oold  becooie  poSciS^d  by 
iJbe  X^cmon  of  Rage^  would  teat  bi$.  beard 
«way  at  your  tearing  away  what  be  tboti^ht 
I^  .bravery  aod  ornament,  and  ax  aity  one 
.who  0)Ottld  Gomc  op  fuch  an  embafly  would 
(bower  a  vi)lloy  of  "  Parvtnw%,  Ridicaiar 
rie^^  .wid  Grafas  IgnoranZas  *,'*  to  ielid  h^tm 
bdfck  fafter  than  he  earner 

Againj  net  many  years  ago  9^  icert^n 
t4tin  Surgeon  (for  fo  be  himfelf  f^ud  be 
^fas)  an  honell  well*meaning  man«  printed 
'«  book  with  this  title,  '^  jl  Rational  Mer 
iM  find  Cinturgkdl  DireSionf$r  the  Cure  tf 
CbiAlainsn'  Who  would  not  hence  iiupr 
pofe  that  the  v^ork  coitfifted  of  naiethodijc^l 
4rid .  pradical  rules  for  the  curing  theib 
wantonneffes  of  the  blood  which  fo.fprply 
irex  tbf  ycfung/olkv  and  Jom^titnes  men 

**  Portugucfe  words  much  ufcd  t^  this  author,  fig* 
^iTjiitg  F6lilt9)  Abrurdt8*e8,  and  darkeft  Ignotaitce. 

F  f  a  grown 
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grown  and  even  grey«  headed  P  But  no»  Sir  f 
of   the  thirteen  chapters    of    which  the 
book  is  compofed  the  lad  only  has  foiAe 
little  touch  upon  pradical  method;    the 
other  twelve,  beiides  being  moft  imperti*  . 
nent  to  the  fubje&»  have  as  much  of  me- 
thod and  cbirurgical  diredion  as  of  pro- 
priety, and  benefit  to  the  reader.     Of  this 
one  John  de  la  Encina,  the  mercilefs  writer 
of  three  letters  tolerably  well   compoiedp 
endeavoured  to  convince  the  author,  whofe 
fides  he  well  belaboured  for  his  felf-attri- 
buted  appellative  of  Latin  Surgeon ;    and 
though  he  really  made  it  very  evident  that 
the  title  oS"^  Method  coxAA  be^  allowed  to  this 
idle  performance  only  by  way  of  joke  or  an«* 
tiphrafis^  yet  the  honeft  author  went  to  the 
other  world  perfedly  perfuaded  that  in  this 
there  had  not  been  written  a  thing  more 
methodical  or   direi^ive.     Now  let   their 
worQiips  come  with  a  grave  face  and  talk 
to  me  of  the  confcience  and  natural  reaibn 
which  didlate  to  every  author  the  method 
he  fliould  obierve  in  the  economy  of  his 
work ! 

.  Bat  in  fliort*— for  .we  afc  beating  out 
brains  to  no  purpofe*— «let  the  curious  reader 
1>bferve  that  in  the  firft  paragraph  of  the 
lafl  chapter  of  the  preceding  book  our  * 

Friar 
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Friar  Gerund  appeared  a  Prieft  in  facie 
ecclefia^  and  Sabatikie  Pheacher  in  £tA\  form, 
and  let  him  anfwer' before  God  and  in  con« 
icience  this  little  ^oeftion :  Would  it 'have 
bee'n  feemly  that  the  faid  chaipter  fhould 
have  confifted  of  no  ikiore  than  a  fingle 
paragraph^  and  that  it  (hould  have  pre* 
iented  itfelf  in  the  book  bat  as  a  focking 
chapter,  or  a  chapter  in  miniature,  when  the 
others  may  pafs  for  general  chapters,  even 
of  the  moil  numerous  fraternities,  from  the 
multitude  of  its  members,  and  numbers 
which  concur  in' the  compolition  of  them  ? 
Let  the  prudent  and  equitable  reader  do 
juftice;  and  if,  notwithftanding,  he  will  not 
allow  me  to  have  any  reafon  on  my  fide. 
Patience^  Charles ^  Patience'^. 
^  Having  made  this  digreflion,  as  necef- 
lary  as  troublefome  and  impertinent,  let  us 
iet  about  tying  the  broken  thread  of  our 
hiftory.  It  is  a  tradition  from  father  to 
fen  that  the  Mafter  Prudentio  and  our  Friar 

.  *  The  province  of  Catalonia  belonged  forae  time  to 
Charles  the  third  of  France,  who  for  a  while  refided, 
and  fpent  much  money  in  it  \  but  no  fooner  had  he  left 
it  and  returned  to  France  than  the  people  revolted,  and, 
upon  being  told  of  his  complaints  of  their  ingratitude, 
tod,  Pacii/iciay  Carlos^  Padenda!    Hence  like  wife  the 

!»roverb  upon  interefted  adulation.   Viva  Carlet  tercero^ 
)afta  fuf  vive  il  dinero  !   Long  live  Charles  the  third,  if 
he  does  not  outlive  his  money  I 

F  f  3  Gerund 
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Gerund  were,  juft  finifhiog  9^  hearty  4i|>n*r 
ajfter  their  loog  walk  iand  ^  profitable  d^ 
CQurre^-r-by  the  faovs  tp^en  they  had  fbr  (^ 
dlpfert  fqffie  IpzpD^ts  in  the  ihape  of  foiuls^ 
and  fbn^e  macaroons  like  aoorns^  wliich 
liad  bpcp  pr^fcnted  |io  PradeixtiPi  by  a  cer*^ 
tain  aun  of  thQ  order  to  whoip  he  was  con- 
^ITor— ^when  they  heard  a  Ipud  calling  at 
t|iP  gate  of  the  farm-houie.  The  l^-brcn- 
theij  the  farmer  who  Uved  in  and  took 
^are  of  it,  went  out  at  thp  poife  to  (ee  wM 
was  there,  and  behold-r-who^  could  Bavf 
divined  it  !r—- there  was  no  kfs  than  the 
Pr^dicador  Mayor,  the  iocomparabk  Friar 
j^jas  in  his  own  proper  peribn,  in  company 
>yith  a  fturdy,  broad-ihpulderodj  bu(hy* 
pated^  countryman;  the Predicador  mouate4 
on  a  raw-boned,  thin- flanked^  long-legged^ 
hollo w-ey^zid,  pyballed  portmanteau --hor^i 
and  his  companion  on  a  parrow^rumped, 
roundrbarrellcd,  quick-eared,  Uvely,  grey 
colt.  Now  it  happened,  that  in  a  villag^ 
prefumjng  to  the  title  of  town  (two  leagues 
diftant  from  the  Grange)  which  wa4  anci- 
ently called  Little  Jaca,  but  now,  either  by 
corruption  or  to  reduce  it  with  the  dittii- 
nutiye  to  one  word,'  is.  balled  Jacarifla^'  a 
fraternity  dedicated  to  St.  OrofiiE^  h^i  a 
ftw  years  ilnce  been  inltitutcd  by  th?,  par- 


f  • 
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^n'of  the  parifh^  a  native  of  the  province 
of  Arragon,  9nd  much  devoted  to  the  Saint. 
The  Majordomo  for  that  ye.ar^  vi^ho  wasf 
die  Parmer^  accompanying  Friar  Blas^  had 
|>i€ched  upon  hini  to  preach  the  iermon  i 
and  though  it  was  worth  no  more  than  five 
^eals,  two  pounds  of  turron*»  and  a  bottle 
^  the  wine  of  the  country.  Friar  Bias  had 
accepjtcd  it ;  for  in  the  affair  of  iermons  he 
was  of  the  opinion  of  the  retail  dealers,  that 
f^  Many  a  little  makes  a  mickte/'  and  that 
we  (hould,  *•  Greet  every  (inner  who  comes 
-*^  with  filver/*  It  was  going  out  of  their 
way  to  call  at  the  Grange,  but  the  Predtcador 
could  not  refift  the  temptation  of  fetching 
this  compafs,  that  he  might  dine  at  a  houfe 
belonging  to  the  order,  and  above  all,  that 
he  might  fee  his  beloved  Friar  Gerund^, 
fhough  they  had  fo  lately  parted. 

As  much  as  Friar  Gerund  rejoiced  at  the 
light  of  his  friend,  fo  much  did  Father 
Prudentio  grieve  at  the  troublefome  vifit, 
fearing  that  if  he  left  them  to  talk  together 
alone,  the  hare* brained  Predicador  would 
deftroy  all  that,  according  to  his  way  of 
thinking.  Gerund  had  benefitted  in  the 
morning's  converfatioo.      He  determined 

^  A  {Weetmeat  made  of  almonds,  nuts,  pincokemelsy 
and  walnuts,  toafted  aiid  mixed  with  bonej* 

Ff4  there- 


aftqr  diRner;,  and,  to  fs^pcdite  isflitKrs  a| 
jp>ucb  a^ppflibi?,  hcordjjr^d  th^Uy-lMQ(h^ 

to  vt9xm  4bc  j^pmpaijtst  «f,.tbein»eaV.^  41 
hafte*  «nd  add  a,  ffivr  raQiers  of.  bacon* 
v^hich  is  the  ready  fuccour  for  %dd6a 
gpefts,  .wli^n  they  come  9t  the  tak>0£  awaj 

thpclothr 
-  WJbilA  this  was  preparing  the Majordoaio 

gave  them  not  a  little  ciiverfipp,  ^  who* 
though  jhe  was  a  mere  clown,  in  his  breed- 
ings exprefTions,  and  demeanour,  was  fu^ 
ciently  cunning,  and,  rather  than  not^  fbcnv 
.what  of  a  wag.  He  already  knew, that  the 
father  Mafter  Prudeptio,  was  a  man  much 
xefp^i^ed  in  the  order,  for  Friar  Bias  had 

told  him  fo  on  the  road ;  therefore,  as  icon 

•  *        . 

as  he.  c^s^me  into  the  parlour,  he  made  bim 
^  tApfl  r^vjsrent  obeifaqce,  fcraping  his  Jeft 
,  foot  ip  far  behind  him,'  that  he  had  likj?  to 
hayc; fallen  ppon  his  kn?e,  \>ii%  yet  without 
offering  to.  move  his  hat,  which  was^rm^y 
.fixed  dowii  to  his  eyerbrpvv^,  and^fe^ii^git^e 
f^jthcr  Aill  eating  fppie  of .  the  4^ftrt»i?f*y» 

*'  Good  afternpon,  your  eternity  *,  moftRc- 

•  ■  i 

.  r  -       ■    ■  ..  •      1 .    .        .   • 

,    )*-£wniiy^  Tmiiiy^  TrO^iyg  icd  ufcd  hfAt  vulgar 

far  Pattrn'ux*  ■  :  \  ••- '  

• '  *  vcrund 
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may  it  66  yboi»'ReWtrncbr  Jriy^Ofia^fcli* 
ftU  convarted  to  fat  ^j"  ^  'Ahd-ils  fi^n^i«r!hfe 
had'fpdken,  WifhOdt  Milraitirig  to  Tfc  aflcid; 
htjkM  hbid  df  6ne'*f  <he  ju'gsidf 'Wittfe, 
whi<h  ilood  on  a  w:rttei*'b|3Sh  thfc  tOAW,  ih 
efder  to  drink  what  Acy  call  a  St.  Vitftb^ 
riano>  that  is,  to  tofs  it  all  ofF/  and  Witfl'& 
bumpkin  air  of  gaiety  and  frecdoai,  ithi- 
mediately  added,  •*  To  your  healthy  hiy 
reveriint  Trinity;  andalfo  to  that  of  my 
fcythcr  Perdicador,  Fliar  Bras,  who  is  th© 
flower  of  notable  Pcrdicators  j'  and  alfo  fo 
that  of  that  young  Fliar,  for,  the  deuce 
lake  my  enemies,  I  take  him  to  be  a  .gce- 
nus,  and  think  that  in  time  he  will  come 
to  be  another  Fliar  Bras ;  and  aHb  to  that 
of  my  friend  here,  the  Fcyther  Farmtr 
Fliar  Gregory,  for  though  he  is  not  of  the 
mafs,  (no  more  was  his  feyther)  God^Ieffa 
him,  yet,  at  {hcep*-fair  a  whole  flock  t)f 
Feyther  Pcrfentados  cant  match  him  in 
cunning,  and  in  fhort,  nothing  comes  amifs 
to  him.**  Having  finiflied' this  Utany,  he 
laid  the  jtig>  which  was  of  a  middling  fit% 
to  hii  mouth  and  ithiflied  that,  knd,  turn- 


:r    .,; 


tt  .         *        *♦»*.# 


*  An  ufual  compliment  to  any  one  eating.  The 
ItaHantf.fiiy,  /^  Latuk  ^w^guer'-^.  e.  maj  it  be  con- 
verted to  milk  and  blood ! 

'  \  '  ing 
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ihg  it  upfidb^dqwa  on  the  wflliter^  threw 
bHn&If  OD  a  bench  and  t>^iv  ftretching 
^d  yawning  with  much  authority* 
.  Prudentlo  yn^  much  pleafed  with  this 
introdgftiGin»  and»  being  a  vcty  good* 
]|fttqred  man«  faid  to  hi(D>  ^fter  his  draughty 
w  a  friendly,  tone,  •*  Much  good  do  ye, 
ttnde-v^how  do  you  r  \l  yourfclf  ?"  *f  Baf- 
tiaft  Borrego,  an'  picafe  your  rcverunce  ;'* 
and  at  faying  this  hp  made  a  motion  to? 
wards  rai£ng  his  hat  a  little,  ^<  IVfany 
years  of  health  and  happinefs/'  continued 
Prudentio  <^to  you»  and  your  fpoufe;  and 
your  children,  if  you  have  any/'  **  Ay, 
and  as  fair  as  flowers,  thof  I  fay  it 
that  iLould  not  fay  it  (replied  uncle 
Baftiao)  efpecially  one  little  one,  who  hai 
jtift  put  on  the  habit  of  St.  John  of  Godt 
thofe  whom  we  commonly  call  watca*-gruci 
or  faup-*meagre  Fliars  *  5  let  him  ^ilone^ 
your  Rev^runce  !  My  word  for't  bc'll  do  I 
^i$  a  jowel."  <^  And  fo  uncle  Baftian/ 
proceeded  Prudentio,  ^'  is  Majprdoow  of 
St,  Orofia  i''  *'  And  fo  I  was/'  infwcred 
Bbrrego,  ^'  of  the  flaternity  of  the  Sacra^- 
ment,  and  of  the  Crofs,  and  of  All-fouls  ; 
and   there  is  now  nothing  wanting,  but 

*  HofpitalicrSj  an  order  dcftiacd  for  the  care  of  the 
Cck. 

that 


^at  they  lay  that  of  St.  Roqw  uppa,  m^ 
(houlder^  |  wKich  fhey  T^ill  not  fa jl  4if)^  {^o^ 
IJbr  troubles    were   made  fox  the  PQPf,** 
V  Accqtcyng  tq  that  yo^  thiftk  it  a  frottbW 
|o  ferve  the  ^ints?'*  replied  the  ^athor 
Mafter.   **  Aa  to  the  Sftints,  Qur  Fcythsr^i^, 
is  good  to  farve  them,  j  but  t)ie  cafe  19^  ac- 
cording to  my  poQr  magin^tiont   that  ti( 
ihefe  Majordomolhips  o'  my  fins^  the  Saiptj^ 
are  ferycd  but  littl^^    and  the  bicjthfea 
puch.    If  not»  tell  me^  your  R  everuncjc^ 
what  great  farvice  it  is  of  to  the  Saints  that 
la  poor  fellow  likQ  me  (hould  ipend  ii^  ^agl^ 
of  the  Major^omolhips  iixty  reals  in  wini^t 
^wcnty  in  cake^  ten  in  nuts,  all  out  0/  bro^ 
fherly  lava;  without  reckoning  th«  waj^^ 
and  the  dinner  for  the  Revrunt  the  Clargy^ 
and  the  payment  of  the  Preacher,  which 
^U  together  maktfs  fuch  a  flrok;e  as  r^ifef 
^  weal  above  an  hundred  and  twenty  real^ 
^igh^     The  three  laft  artjicles  indeed  may 
paf^    as  Church-matters ;   b^  t^^^..  ^9 
Wine  for  the  Brethren!  When  there  arft 
fpme  men^  who  will  fuck  you.  hc^lf  a  dozeri 
quarts  *  !  And  the  cake,  and  the  nubs^  bj( 
Way  of  whet !  'tis  too  much.     And  to  this 
Jet  your  Trinity  add  the  dance  in  the.  cvcQ-? 

•  Dcs  quartittas^  twq  quarter- parts  of  an  artoha  cpn* 
Ijjuuing  eight  azAntbres^  or  twdtc  Itnglift  quarts. 
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ing  at  the  MiJDrdomo's  doorj  which  often 
lafts  dlllsitratnigfat,  efpecially  if  the  Taboc- 
afi'd^ip«^inaii  todch^upoti  the  tune  which 
wc  call  the  Frightcn-flea-tune^  Will  your 
Rentmce  tell  me  tfadlt  this  conduces  to  the 
fu^ke  either  of  God  or  the  Saints  ?" 

^^  f  cahisot  think  indeed  (faid  Friar  Pcu-. 
dentio)  that  they  are  much  feryed  by  this^ 
tod  therefore  I  do  not  approve  of  it«     But 
if inrf' uhcleBaftiaa  knows  that  Majordo« 
moibips  and  Fraternities  are  but  a  pretext 
for ' drunken-bouts^  why  has  he  any  thing 
to  do/with*  them?**    **  Why  have  I  any 
thing  to  do  whh  them  !  A  choice  queftion 
by  my  tridy !  One  may  fee  plain  enough 
tbM    yoar  Revrunce  has  been  buried  in 
3r(Mr,fHidy  amohgft  your  books,  and  knows 
n6t'V^hM  pafies  in  the  world.     Our  Fey* 
iher,:  it'  is  neceflary  for  us  who  live  io 
t0W!|i:  to?  bebng  to  fiaternities,  becaufe— - 
tie^^tLiife^  it  is  neceiTary,  and  I  fay  no  mor^ 
A^i^^a  word  to  the  wife,  you  know.    ^e«* 
A^s^'thlfr  reafon,  which   weighs  half  an 
huiydiredf  there  comes  a  FJiar  every  now 
aAd^hi^n,  and  does  \Jb  fet  forth  the  undul- 
gtbcei  oFa  ilaternity !  Then  comes  anotheo 
tod ^ peaches  foch  things  upon  the  prayers 
we  make  for  the  poor  dead  fouls^  that.if  a 
man  does  not   believe  them^  away  they 
?.ui  carry 
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carry  him  the  Lord  knowi  where,  obwhat  ; 
becomes  of  him  ^';  atfd  >  s£ Jhe  ai^x  .beUeto ' 
them,  and  docs^  not  zSt'  aocotdinglj^  they 
hold  him  for  a  y^w."  * 

^'  But  though  you  bdong  to  frateniitiwr  ' 
faid  Prudentiot  ^^  they  -cannot  obHge.  joar 
to  be  Majordomo/*  •*  They  .cair*t  .oblige 
me  to  be  Majordomo !''  anfwered  lUiicler 
Borrego;  *•  if  your  RevrwKC  koowa  no 
jnbre  of  tology  than  t>f  Aitrtrnities  L  would 
not  change  knowledge  wicb  y ou-*  What 
reafon  is  there»  divine  or  huoiaflft  that 
when  J  have  drank  of  the  wine,  and: eat 
of  the  cake  of  my  brethren,  theyihould 
not  eat  and  drink  of  mipo?  Befidcs  this**  if 
I  partake  of  the  undulgencifis  knd  the  be* 
befit  of  the  prayers,  Itmuftlikeyrife  parf 
take  the  expence.-  For,*  ptayi  is-  th«m 
nothing  more  required  than  the  belangio|^ 
only  to  a  'flaterntty>.  in  oird^r  to  cne:'$  djuiifg 
.well. or  ill  as  Cod  fliall  help  one^  and  jflft: 
popping  one's  head  into  pulgatory^ualad 
coming  out  again  with  all  the  eafih  iik^thm 
.World,  without  it's  coding  one  fociilJiKk. 
as  it  does  any  other  poor  foul  ?  Mu^h  woi^ 
(hip,  much  coil ;  many  worda  will  q^^  fiM 
a  bu(hel ;  if  we  go  to  bowls  we  mtt^itMfte 


»» 


rubbers.  ,         .     ..;    a 

*  In  the  in<]uIfitIon. 

«*  But 
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-  ^*  8at  if  ^he  naediber  of  x  fi-atcmitjr 
gtac  «i>  tmi"  Md  Piiideinfcio,  ^  wliax  wiH 
lAie))Nr^ts  atrd  indolg^ocies  jtviil  him  ?" 
**  Aji  there/*  anfwbred  nndt  BafUani 
^  'tfitnne  youi-  Jtenont  Eteriiity  hii  hit  the 
anrki  and  cine  "ftbs  ihait  yt>u  at^  &  ictdger  i 
«ndv'i»  wIk)  'Kill  hdt  one^  1i«nt  t)flifA  put 
i^8'  difikadt  '^aeftida  co  tnany  F^^thtt 
Ptewehttat  tad  th  truth  th^  never  kne# 
iidw  tc»  (olVe  k  dearlf.  The  flaterfilcief 
affording  nothlhg  bat  prayers  and  untiid^ 
gshcias,  n%  of  >uft  only  to  thofe  Tviko  are 
in  a.AMe.«if '  graoe^  hot  are -df  no-avidiM 
^  otic  in  that  J^t«»  onleft  k  be  by  vo^ 
tioiindisAidwt  ^lyst  T4t9h  Kbys  J,  itl  4lit 
«Bliiet)l  G(^  and  the  Kkig,  bcnf  iHdck 
•lMtte»icf«  ilho^  ikitlrB!ii«^^hkii:  are  ctIM 
nm^miotn  ?t  *<«GDiigregt«ltt$^«i  ytm  woidi 
"fiiyi  unt^  Saftlan/'  ^Rterra^Rftf  4Rrttdene)i0t, 
f*  ^^fct  vhitifA  bowtfls  abd'^'Hti^bks,  yifttr 
AevTOiice  i  fat-^f  wq  ^ndet'ftand  due  aft'* 
iaaber,  W6  undefiftatidl  otic  another^  Mid 
^tty  jsMa  (tteeitB  as  Ge^d  helps  1^.  I 
dtf,  hoi7  ttitich  1)Mter  iiN'eitAteio  tronjurtt^ 

kfhhh  oblige -drie  to  fweef>  one'«  ccrwfcitflitt 
^ktii  Cbnfy^mg  Md  conAfemmca^ing  tery 
often,  as  if  one  (hould  fay,  every  H)oAth» 
or  otf  the  principal  feftivals,  which' give 

a  chridian 


A  chrifti^fi  rul^  for;  livlog  b9n«ft]^»  ^lA 
Which  there  are  ao;  |iiajordc)tn(i-fibip$  BOt 
deviltry  of  chft(ity  air^,  enter taumxcnt^i  -md 
ivhicli  in  fhott  ar^.^,  means  to  deliver  a 
map  from  belU  whoa  the.  utt^/1:)  4he 
others  pretend  tOi  is,:  ^  take  him^  out  of 
pulgafpry  ?  Now  I  fay,  our  fcythgri;  thaC 
"^Th^A  I  am  on(:$  in  pulgatory  {.  ihaU  iar-^ 
iai&ly^-  fooner  or  lat^r>  without  thqir ^^e^ 
ge(;,qi^  of  it; '  buft  In  ejjfsrm  mul^  ef  et^ 
r^tkfXIn  h^trm  nulh  e/i  redenipti^]/^  Mi. 
fure  enough  the  pffice  or  i^afs  of  fouls 
Tuhich  the  flaternitied  fay  for  the  departed 
br^hren  cannot  drag  rae  out  of  it/' 

.  The  gjdod  Father  Mafter  was  much  ^n^^ 
teftaioed  by  the  converfation  of  uncle  Baf- 
Jtiani  for  through  his  ruftlcity  he  could  dif- 
Coyer.lbat;  the  man  did  not  warn  If^ii^qur 
'tod  uaderil^nding.    Petrous  the^'Cfi^FjO  c^ 
^earj^  .htii3  talk  fartiier  l^p  aiked  bk^^  who 
it  .Waprt'hat  in  .his  ^©wft  .^f  LiuJe.JacR  or 
J«Wraiah'ad  fonnd^d.  th^»  fraCBir»^,pf;St. 
•  Oroitai .  asJt  appparefl.  tf  bjra  fou^^f^  rng  ^r 
tilaoJDdinlary  ^  for  ihftjjgh:  Jhe  iiad-feicn  qaapy 
frateraStiw.of  tke  ga^cwttent,  of  5oplsj|>f 
St-Hoquv^dnd  St.  Blas^  and  other  &EtnM^ 
:ye:t  b^jstadjiever  fe^sQ  or  heard  any  thii\g.of. 
St.  Qtoiiaj.aa  thiaiSatifH^  though ^fo  great, 
was  but  Hule  knoWA  to  CaAile.  ^<  "i^p  this, 

2  Revrunt 
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Revrunt  Feyther,    I  mpft  aniWerf"    fail 
uncle  6aftian,    ftfcfchirtg' forth  1118'' bini^  * 
•h'd  taking  H  pin6h  of '  his  own  idioid  <fat  ' 
of  the  boJc  which'  thd  father"  mifter  j'uft  [ 
then  opened/"* to  this' I  muff  atifwer  that;  * 
every  City  his  rls 'bonder,  and  evcJry'toguc; 
his  Saint.     The  parfon  of  our  parifti  h  in  ' 
A>fag6nian,  born  and  chriftened  in  the  city 
ot  jaca/  which  they  fay  lies  away  yandfer, 
hard  by  the  country  of  the  Nioorft :  And  by 
the  way  I  muft  tell  your  Revrunce^  that  he 
won't  have  us  call  him  Signiot  GuiHen  (for 
that  Is  his  name)  but  Mo/eri  Guilkh^   for 
that  he'fays  is  the  coftom  in  his  country; 
and  fure  enough   at  fird  we  alt  luughed 
heartily   at  it;    for  this  Mofen^  founding 
like  MoJeSf  feemed  to  us  to  have  a  faiack 
of  the  Jew;'*     No,    no^    faid  Pradentio^ 
*•  it  is  k  very,  old  Sp«mi{h  word,  taken  froMi 
the  ArabiCf  expreflive  of  my  Signkr^  and 
ftill  preferved  in  Arragon  as  the  diftinftive 
arid  rcfptfaful  title  6f  the  Pricfts.'*    '^  Well 
then/'  proceeded  Rittiah,  *•  thrt  Prfeft  of 
ours  is  li  Saint  (and  of  that  woold  I  tnake 
oath  before  the  face  of  God)  land  b6ca<iie» 
ht  fays;  that  in  the  city  of  Jaca,  where  he 
was'  born,  they  have  the^  greateft  d^tbtiDa  • 
to  St.  Orofia  who  is  their  Patronefs,  be  alio 
has  the  greated  devotion  to  her;  and  <a 

I  -  ^      our 
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iarinynjt  pid  Iie|}reaq]9k  u^!}  ij?  which  he 
jtoljf  u?  tb<iUtiWoyl^  Vc/^t  that  wc  ihpuld 
halve  t)bc  (ainc  J^^tfopcf?  as  Qrcat  Jac^a,^  for 
tl^a(  G(^  and  tjhie  ^lits  y^^re.no  ref^cdi^rs  . 
o£  ^^ztfff^i    fnd  y  rciAcmbcr  ,that    he 
brought   9   (ext  from  J^^bel^    anointing 
D^yi^  .i^^^g"  r^  "  Samuel, .  tlic  preacher 
TOn(l  h)fvc  (aid"  ipt^rrupted  jPrudcnti9V 
"  Siunuel  or  Jefa^eJ»  fo.r  it  is  all  ope  ia 
the  ifight  ot  6od«''  contijiuedhpnefl  Bafliap* 
**  to.  whom  his  Majcfty  *,faid   that  hq 
{hpiild   not   regard   his  ftature,   whether 
gceat  pr  imall,  and  he  dire^ly  faid  It  in 
LatJA  fo  ckar  and  pat  to  the  purpofe  that  > 
even. my  little  Coney. underftood  \t^  for  fq  , 
n^  .wife  IS  called^    Barthola  Cone^*.  to, 
farve  God  apd  your  Trinity.     In  ihprt  he. 
told  ps.fucb^  find  fo  ^reat  things  of  ,^thp 
gr^ripqs  Saintp    that  on  that  ve'jry.day  a^ 
vq(lry  wiKiJ^fled,  .W  therq  w,e  aU!  voted  " 
wi^h  jpqo^cinQpce  that  £he  j(hoi))d  he  Patrp* 
ncfi  qf  the  tp wn- ;  and  njpteovsr  we  foun/i- 

ofigW'^JS.  q^t^ed^  and.Jaift  f>i  .all  ^p. 


<•    ■# 


k  *      p 


s«    • 


..   .    i 


,«  'Dj^t  J3,  God's  Ma^Yii  q(t«ti  thus  brQ]Ugbt  ip  bj 

the  Tulgar  afl^r  the  name  of  God  lias  been  mefitidned. 

Vot.  L  G  g  bound 
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bouhd  ourfelvcs  in  an  bbrigatlon  before  (k& 
notary  to  make  a  fcftival  every  year  to  the 
bleflcd  /aint— and  let  us  alone  for  that ;  for 
truft  me,  your  Revrunce,  there's   ne'er  a 
more  famous  one  in  all  the  country  round 
about.     And  as  I  was  faying,  every  Major- 
domo    ftrlves    to    bring    the     foppingcft 
preacher  in  all  the  neighbourhood ;  and  fo 
in  the  three  years  fincc  the  flaternity  was 
founded,    the  firft   that   preached  Ttas  a 
Feyther  Dcfinder,  whofoared  out  of  fight; 
the  fecond  was  one  of  tbofe  fenior  Fey  there 
who  arc  called— who  are  called— what  a 
head  ! — who  arc  called — 'tis  (bmething  like 
Giblets"—*'  Jubilated  Fathers,"  faid   Pre- 
dentio — "  Ay,    ay,    a   Gibleted  Feyther," 
contintied  Baftian,  «*  and  o*  my  confcicncc 
he  was  a  very  Eagle:  And  this  year,  which 
is  the  third,  and  it  has  fallen  upon  me  to 
be  Majordomo,  I  diredlly  clapped  my  eye 
upon  our  Feyther  Fliar  Bras  ;  for    when  I 
heard  the  farmunt  of  St.  Bencdidl  upon  the 
Hilt  at  Cevico  de .  la  Torre,  that   momunt 
I  marked  un  for  my  own,  and  faid  with- 
in myfelf,  ha,  I  fe'e  thou  art  a  brave  Cock! 
and  if  I  farve  tlie  ilaternity,  pleaie  God, 
fuch  a  bold  bird  /han't  cicape  me." 

Juft   now  entered  the  lay-brother  Gre- 
gory with  the  vidluals,  and  Prudcntio  al- 

moft 
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tnofl  rcfpcDted  that  be  had  made  fach  haflo 
towards  difpatchlng  his  guefts,  as  he  took 
great  pleafure  in  the  converfation  of  uncle 
fiaftian.  But  yet  as  it  was  outweighed  by 
the  inconveniences  he  feared  from  thePre- 
dicador  Mayor  if  he  and  Gerund  fliould 
talk  together  alone^  he  purfued  his  firft 
idea  of  haftening  their  meal  and  difpatch* 
ing  them  as  foon  as  it  was  ended,  and 
therefore  gave  orders  aloud  to  Gregory 
that  whilft  the  gentlemen  were  eating  he 
fhoold  give  their  horfes  a  feed  of  corn  that 
they  might  be  ready  for  them  foon. 

The  Friar  eat  like  a  Farmer,    and  the 
Farmer  eat  like  a  Friar;  and  as  foon  as  Pru*- 
dentio   could  put  in  a  queflion   with  any 
tolerable  hope  of  an  anfwer,  he  aflced  Baf- 
tian  how  the  preachers  were  to  talk  about 
a  Saint  who  was  fo  little  known  ?  '^  As  to 
that,  our  Fcythcr"  faid   the   uncle^  «'  our 
Mofen  Guillen   takes  care  j  for  your  Re- 
vrunce  is  to  know  that  they  fent  un  from 
Great  Jaca  an  heap  of  fermunts  as  high  as 
this  (lifting  his  hand  half  a  yard  from  the 
table)  all  in  print,  as  would  amaze  one; 
It  fcems   as  how   thefe   farmunts  are  all 
copies  of  one   which  a  fliar  compofed  for 
St.  Orofia,  in  order  to  preach  it  in. the  city 
of  Jaca;  yet  in  the  end  it  happened,  I  know 

G  g  2  not 
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*  »   « 

m  «PP»  ^>^»^  ♦ccp^n^  tbat  he  did  iif^f 

p^sjch  ;t-    3ut  chc  6|ar,  wi»A  thpy  ^y  is  ^ 

^cfp  vt  pv^n  iqf  Jiircvn^wces  ijad  pae  of  the 

^^avcft  prcapljcjjJ  »n  aH  %\^  couotfj^  tfepf 

ip  did  oQt  pfc^  th?  farmnnt*  priojcji  it ; 

gpd  9B  hp  has  a  gre^t  frif ndihip  with  Mp(f& 

puill^B  h^  fcn^  on  thp  }ieap  I  fpoke  qC;  a^d 

JVI pfi^Q  GuiUcn,  a$  ibqo  as  a  Ntajordoixto  is 

.  phofe,  gives  ua  a  copy,  for  un  to.  give  to 

ibc  preacher  whom  be  invites^  by  W9y  of 

f^mpk  and  direaiao.  But  to  your  T^fnity's 

hc^tb*    my  Rcvrunt  Feytbers    'Mel;  us 

moiftea  the  word ;'  and  in  faying  this  he 

laid  a  Ipfty  flagon  to  bis  lips. 

"  Thank  you,  nnple;"  replied  Prudeptio, 
and  continoed,  faying,  <<  To  befiire  thi$  ipr- 
mon  mud  be  fometbiog  very  extraordinary, 
and  without  doubt  gives  great  infora|at)oa 
concerning  St.  Orofia  ?"  '^  As  to  me,  our 
Feythcr/*  anfwered  the  good  BorrcgOt  Jink- 
ing bis  Kps  after  his  draught  and  wiping 
his  wbifkers  with  the  hick  of  his  bfiads/*'  I 
am  but  a  poor  fimpleton  who  can  njuthcr 
write  nor  read,  and  do  not  underAafi4.>it  > 
but  a  fon  of  mine^  who  is  aLynx^  though 
but  eighteen  years  old>  and  can  iiit»^>ft%i 
law-hand,  read  it  one  evening  tp  v^  Qftoey 
and  me,  and  it  feemed  to  n$  to.cpngtaw  very 
deep  things.    It  is  unpoi&ble  for  Ood  but 

6  that 
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that  the  farinttnt  tnufl  be  one  of  t&%  inoil 
fttapenjulltft  farmiliits'  tvhlch*  ytktt  ever 
pVeathed  irt  the  wbrM/  befcatift  yodt  Re- 
vttihdi  fti&y  ohferi^e  ^hat  Vdfid^s  hs  heffi^ 
printed  *hd  ptitfliflial/'it-i-btft  if  ycWr  Tri- 
nity hai  a  taMd  to  read  it;  1«ave  it  t6  bie, 
ib^  r  vrtll  aJk  Mferi  GaiMen  for  dne  and 
Wring  tt  t6  ydil  When  I  WlaW  frbnl  accom- 
panyihg  bur  Peylher  Prtdfcador  Mayor 
baifc  to  his  convurir." 

**  There  is  ift)  occafiott  for  that,"  faid 

Friar  Bias,  «*  for  I  Will  give  yoiir  Patei-nity 

thii  topy  that  the  Majordotno  prefented  to 

ine  which  I  have  with  me   in  my  waltet, 

for  I  w&$  fo  delighted  With  reading  it  that  I 

did  hot  know  how  to  put  it  oat  of  my  hand, 

and  by  the  mere  reading  it  I  have  it  as  it 

w^re  b^  heart.    It  is  one  of  the  greateil 

iermbns  I  ever  read  in  my  life."    *•  And 

does  it  take  notice  of  all  the  circumftances  ?" 

ifked  Friar  Gerund  eagerly.    **  Let  tte 

.    dnnk  a  health  to  dtir  Father  Mafter,  and 

thien  I  Will  anfwer  thee."    Friar  Bias  took 

a  dhibght  ei^aal  to  that  of  the  Majordotno, 

•    -tfhd '  wrf^ng  his  mou^  With  deliberation 

'.'£lHd'a«fth'ori(!y  proceeded;  **  DoeS  he  take 

^  -  flatted  of  dil  the  citcumffances  1  N<5t  a  On- 

V  'gl'e'(SAe  is  tfiere  but  what  he  brings  in.  But 

-. '  Kdiw?  He  taJkes  notice  6f  the  fituattoh  in 

•      '    -•  G  g  3  ^hich 


.  ^  .  •  i 


4S4      The    HISTORY    of 

^hich  the  church  of  Jaca  flood ;  he  takes 
notice  of  its  coat  of  arms ;  he  takes  notice 
of  that  of  the  fignior'  bifhop  who  was  at 
that  time;  he  takes  notice  of  the  number 
of  the  regidors  pf  the  city  ;  he  takes  notice 
of  the  women  who  formerly  defended  it 
againfl  the  Moors ;  and  though  it  is  true 
that  no  one  heard  the  fermon^  becaufe  it 
was  not  preached,  yet  as  it  was  compoied 
in  order  to  be  heard,  he  takes  notice  of  the 
infinite  number  of  thofe  who  tnight  have 
heard  it;  and  laftly  he  takes  notice  of  the 
number  of  thofe  who  carried  the  canopy 
over  the  hodj  which  was  eight.  And  all 
with  texts  fo  appofite,  opportune,  and  lite-* 
ral  as  is  aftoni(hing,  and  it  feems  almoft 
like  an  impoffibility  that  any  mortal  genjus 
ihould  have  arrived  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  ex* 
cellence.  This,  this  is  preaching !  or  ra- 
ther, in  the  prefent  cafe.  This  is  compofing 
fermons !  for  every  thing  elfe  is  ftuflf!**  And. 
in  a  tranfport  upon  faying  this  he  ftruck 
the  palm  of  his  hand  upon  the  table  with 
fuch  vehemence  as  wanted  little  of  over- 
turning all  the  crockery  which  flood  upon 
it ; .  and  as  to  the  flagon,  a  faith-* worthy 
author  afTcrts  that  it  woqld  infallibly  have 
gone  to  the  ground  had  it  not  been  inflantly 
embraced  by  the  hands  of  the  vigilant  $e« 
h^flian  Borrego.  Age$ 
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Ages  did  the  minutes  feetn  to  the  blefled 
Friar  Gerund    till  he   read  a  fermqn  Co 

» 

]iiU9h  extolled  by  fucli  a  man  as  the  Pre- 
dicaclor  Mayor,  whom  he  efteemed  the 
moA  redoubted  Scare*chriflian  that  digni* 
fied  the  pulpit  in  that  age.  He  was  burft- 
ing  to  afk  him  for  it,  and  had  already, 
brojught  the  requeft  to  the  very  tip  of  his 
tongue,  where  it  flood  quivering  with  eager 
impatience  to  depart^  when  he  was  with- 
held by  refpeft  to  the  Father  Mafter,  to 
whom  the  other  had  made  the  offer  of  it ; 
to  this  refpedt  was  likewife  added  fome 
little  fear,  which  he  had  conceived  till  he 
fliould  know  what  opinion  his  Paternity 
would  form  of  this  Sermon,  efpecially  as 
he  had  obferved  certain  gedures  of  difplea- 
fure  in  his  Reverence,  whilft  Friar  Bias 
was  infifling  on  the  perfedion  and  pun(5tu* 
ality  with  which  the  author  had  taken 
notice  of  all  the  ciccumftances.  * 

Indeed  fo  little  wis  this  to  the  tafle  of 
the  fenfible  Prudentio,  that  he  broke  out 
with  faying,  **  I  accept  the  offer  of  the 
Sermon  which  the  Predicador  makes  me, 
only  by  way  of  diverting  myfelf  with  it, 
and  pi  tying,  the  compofcr  of  it;  for  as  to 
any  thing  elfe,  it  is  plain  from  what  the 
Predicador  fays,   there  is  no  occafion'  to 

G  g  4  read 
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an  lieap  of  a1&fuf(ntib8  an^  pucrltStitft,  ^d 
tj^jtt  it  has  nothing  oY  a  Sermon  feit  **hc 
title  and  ful)jcA.   Sermons  tofC^«rt|^A^«/ 
and.  of  ^ri&  Circumflanccs !  Surely  lliere 
.    never  was  a  madn'cfs  ttiofc  dtploratle,  dfdre 
fliamcful,  more  unworthy  the  chSfr  of  the 
Holy  Spirit*    or  which  more  expoles  the 
folly  of  the  Preacher,  the  dcpravwl  faftc  of 
the  audiencej  and  the  profound  ignorance 
botli  in  one  and  the  other  of  true  eloquence. 
In  Spain  only  is  this  fcahdalous  Supidity 
pradifed  j    and  even   in  Spain  Vt  did  not 
take   place  till  towards  the  latter  part  of 
the  laft  century^  when  the  pulpit  (>egan  to 
be  profaned  with  thefe  ridiculous  indecen- 
cics  by  certain   Mcrry-Andrewsi  Puppet- 
ihew-meo,  or  Poetafters  in  pro(e,  applaud- 
ed as  great  preachers  by  the  ignorance  of 
the  vulgar.     Vou  cannot  (hew  me  a  fingle 
Sermon  of  thofe,  which  are  called  circum* 
j^anced,  of  a  more  ancient  date.     All  fo- 
reign nations  turn  us  into  ridicule  (and  the 
worft  of  the  affair  is,  that  we  richly  Seferve 
it)  for  this  impertihentj  puerile,   maA  ex- 
travagance. 

y  A  Sermon  of  Gircumftances!  ^To w  (hould 
there  be  any  circumftance  in  a  Sef'moh  than 
that  of  preaching  of  the  Saiht,  oFthe  Myf- 

tcry, 
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^:ttoyt  on  of 'thc-iiii^itaft  whi<?h.J«  ^rppofed 

-to  be.  tieated  OE^  f  ,  Wjlis.t,  connexion  fiaS  ic 

■vr'nh  tht  virtues  -of  St.-  Oroiia^,   tliat  the 

cathedral  •of  Jaca  be  in  fhis  or  that  fitiia- 

itloTKl  That  It  be  qiiltd  bythhnameor 

Ae  pdxer  i  That  the  arms  of  the  Bifliop  be 

'  a  Lion  or  an  Oftridge  ?   'That  tht  Church 

hasr  fot  its. bearings  two  keys  with  two 

doors,  or  two  arks  withobt  locks  ?  Whe« 

jther  the  Regidors  of  the  city  be  bine  or 

nineteen  ?    Whether  the  Canopy  wis  fu|)« 

ported  by  eighty  or  eight  hundred^  if  it 

were  pofiible  ?  And  finally,  what  coiild  St. 

Orofia  hive  to  do  with,   or  what  glory 

could  accrue  to  her  from,  the  women  of 

•       •  • 

Jaca's  having  defended  the  city  againft  the 
Moors,  when  this  event  Happened  many 
years  before  ever  thete  was  a  St.  Orofia  in 
the  world  ?   Do  any  bf .  theib  things  con- 
duce towards  forniing  an  high  coiiobption 
of  the  liierit  of  the  Saint,  a  great  idea  of 
ber  power,  a  lively  coh^dence  in  lier  pro- 
tedion,  or  an  excitement  to  the  Imitation 
of  her  heroic  virtues,  which  is,  or  ought  to 
b^,  the  whole  buiinefs  of  a  panegyrical 
Sermon  ? 
^  ^  **  13hc  mai^s  of  (acred  eloquence,  or  even 
•  of  profane,  were  never  betrayed  in^p  fuch 
:  /  iqipertinences*    Is  there  to  be  found,  even 

the 
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the^^mofi  diftant  jikene&  of  them  4n  the. 
ier0)on8f  :the  bomUieSy  or  the  panegyrick&, 
of  the  hgly  Fathers  ?  Did  Cicerp  or  Qutn-* 
tiUan  eyer  give  into  fqch  ridiculous  fdlUes  ? 
If  an  advocate  in  his  pleading  in  a  court  of 
juftice  (hould  make  a  circumftance  of  ^  the 
arni8  of  the  judge»  the  ornaments  of  the 
bench»  the  vaulting  of  the  roof,  or  any 
fuch  fopperies^  would  he  be  fuffcred  to 
proceed  in  his  harangue  ?  Would  he  not 
be  fent  tb  finifli  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Mad-houfe  ?  How  then,  in  the  qame  of 
God  and  Reafon^  ihould  this  be  tolerated 
in  a- Preacher  ?  How  (hould  he  be  applaud- 
cdy  how  (hould  he  be  celebrated  for  it? 
How  (hould  not  his  praifes  be  converted 
into  hKTes^  and  a  (lorm  of  hats  and  caps 
aflail  him  in  default  of  cabbagc-ftalks  and 
rotten  eggsP^-^But  this  required  a  more 
leifure  difcufllon^  and  is  not  well  timed  at 
prefent.  WelU  now,  gentlemen^  you  have 
£ni(hed  your  meal  and  have  got  &ve  leagues 
to  go  to  Jacarilla :  Here,  Gregory,  bring 
out  the  gentlemen's  horfes:  Brother  Blas^ 
pray  leave  me  this  curious  Sermon  for  my 
entertainment,  and  there  is  no  time  to  be 
lo(b,  for  it  is  growing  late." 

For  his  (ins  was  the  poor  Majordomo  let 
into  a  iecret,  at  endeavouring  to  rife  from 

the 
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the  table^'whkh  was,  that  it- was  dot 'of 
his  power  ;  for  bis  head  w^ighbd  too  much 
for  his  body  to  fupport.     The  cafewds^^ 
that  whilft  the  zealous  Father  Prudentio' 
had  been  vehemently  preaohiQg  againfl:  the 
preachers  who  lofe  their  time  in  taking  ^ 
notice  of  ridiculous  circumflanccs,  the  good! 
Uncle  Baftian.hadnot  loft  his  time  in  courts' 
ing  the  flagon /and>  repeating  his  dranghtSy 
which  were  all  in  folio,  the' wine  had. done 
itS'  office ;  fo  that  when  he  attempted  to 
riie  from  his  feat  he  fell  between  the  tabic 
and  the  form^  having  the  misfortune  to 
ftrike  his  head  againft  the  corner  of  the 
latter,  and  receive  a  wound,  which  ran  like 
a  tap.     Nothing  was  now  to  be  done,  but 
to  drefs  and  bind  up  his  broken  pate,  have 
him  carried  to  bed  by  four  of  the  hinds^ 
and  give  him  till  the  next  nioming  to  re^ 
cover  from  his  trance  *. 


•  If  we  obfcrvc  that  this  Scbaftian  Borrego  i$  not  in- 
troduced as  any  extraordinary  and  uncommon  chafa£ler, 
but  rather  as  a  fpecimen  for  the  defer iption  of  the  people 
of  his  clafs,  and  recoiled:  that  he  fays  fome  of  hi9  bre- 
thren will  fuck  half  a  dozen  quarts  of  winc»  we  may 
find  reafon  to  think  the  general  notion  of  Spanijh  fohrtety 
is  a  mifbkc}  and  fubfcribe  to  their  proverb}  ufed  ibme« 
where  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  wbrk,  that,  All  t^e 
world  is  country,  /.  e.  That  the  vulgar  of  all  countries 
will  drink  to  cxccfs  when  they  drink  at  free-coft. 

Prudentio 
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'    much  hraented  1^8  untdwaiii 


aieddcfit,  becabfe  -it  yns  now  tmivoidsble 
tbsit  Oerorid  ihd  bb  beloved  Predicadbr 
Mayor  fhould '  be  together  $  but  he  deter-* 
tnined  hot  to  leaTetfaem  a  fingle  mftstnt  fay 
thettfeWes  r  and  wfailft  he  vw  (2lMtmfig 
Ibme  method  of  ehtertainiiigt!ienii%e  feral 
fiend>  who  never  ileepir;  oontrrred  that  the 
arch-pried  of  that  diftrift,  the  pufkmci  a 
xxeigfab^xinng  pariihi  (hoold  juft  then  come 
to  viiit  him,  and  who;  foon  after  the  firft 
compliments  werb  paid,  fbid  tfaat»  ikiSx 
tlie  leavb  of  his  company.  He  had  fomitfahig 
to  confult  upon  iii  private  widi  his  Reire* 

rencoii 

-    • 

en  A  p.  ir. 

Fmr  BJasMd  Friar  Gerund  go  ta  tdki  a 
nvalk :   and  of  the  riJ&tuhms  rules  for 
preaching  given  to  the  latter  by  the  former 
•  «i«ft&  aU  bis  Jive  finjes. 


4     ; 


MI S  Reverence's  company  could  not  at 
that  time  havfe  formed  a  wifii  niore 
to  their  hearts'  content ;  and  therefore,  with- 
6ut  waiting  for  a  fecond  hint,  they  tike 
iheir  hats  and  fticks  and  fdlly  forth  ihtVithe 
fields^  fully  refolded  not  to  be  houfed^^in 


fB.lAR   GteRtJ^t).    ,4i 

.*txH  Ufe  la  tfcc icv/^t^ing.  ^Qfc  aU  tbigf^s 
Uie  .  Pf e^lipf 4or  M^of  WQujd  fajn  li;ji,d 
to  his  beloved  §jijl)atiqc  ^e  rcr^i9n  ^  (vr^s 

.  fopre^ph  :^r  Sf .  pjfofiau  yrbjkch  hejQsvrfied 
doiciy  butlpiipd  op  in  m$  breaft,  ,#;ri|ig 
him  tlf  at  of  all  the  ^npoQs  h(s  ey/er  <^oqi- 

,  .goied  it  was  ooe  of  thofe  nsrbicb  were  powfl: 
to  bis  fatisfadiop.  But  Friar  Gerund  told 
l^iiQ  ihat  there  would  hfi  time  enough  to 
read  the  fefmon^  and  that  he  had  then  i 
thoufand  things  to  fay  tQ  him  which  he 
would  not  by  any  mean$  ihould  be  forgot^ 
ten ;  efpecially>  th^t  as  Oppor tupity  wasr 
bald  behind  it  was  neceflary  to  take  her  by 
the  foreloc|c»  fince  they  might  not  have  the 
happinefs  of  being  alone  together  again  for 
a  long  time.  He  then  dealt  out  to  him  all 
the  converfation  which  had  paiTed  in  the 
morning  with  the  Father  Mailer;  what  he 
had  told  him  of  the  faculties  in  whic^i  every 
good  orator  ought  to  be  (at  lead  tolerably) 
informed;  thcneceffity  of  reading  the  Holy 

.  Fathers,  and  in  default  of  that,  the  meiiiod 

of  fupplying  it  by  the  attentive  peftifa|  of 

JoA^e  good  and;  *chaCen  volumes  of  £:xnioQS  ^ 

.  tbofe,  which  he  h^d  particularly  pointe^  out, 
which  w?re  the  compofitipns  pf  St.  T^o- 
cc^s  d<.  VilUnueva*  Fri^  Lewis,  d^  Gre- 
nada, and  the  Father  Vieyra ;  and  finally 

the 
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the  rules,  Whicfa»  at  his  requdft,  he  h^d 
oflfired  to  give  him  fof  the  rightly  coctf- 
pofing^  ill  kinds  of  fermons. 

**  Well,  and  what  didft  thou  think  of 
alt  that  th6  pious  Greybeard  faid  to  thee  ?*' 
•*  What    do   you  fappofet    Sir,    I  could 
think/*  anfwercd  Gerund,  "  but  that  there 
is  nbthing  but  lees  left  in  this  old  caflc  ? 
How  (faould  a  dotard  do  otherwife  thati 
dote  ?'•     ^*  Well  now,  to  fave  long  fend- 
ing and  proving,  fince  there  is  no  contra- 
didting  experience,  and  that  thou  mayft  iee 
how  fenfelefsly  this  old  man  talks,   hear 
one  plain  and  fimple,  but  at  the  fame  time, 
convincing,  argument :  I  have  ftudied  noae 
of  thofe  faculties  which  he  fays  are  fo  ne- 
cefTary  in  order  to  be  a  good  preacher.     I 
have  never  read  of  the  Holy  Fathers  more 
than  what  I  meet  with  of  them  in  the  por- 
tions of  the  Breviary,    and  in  the  fingle 
fermons  I  happen  to  light  upon,  or  the  few 
collections  I  make  ufe  of :  I  don*t  know 
that  I  havefeen  fo  much  as  the  binding  of 
the  volumes  of  St.  Thomas  de  Villanueva  ; 
as  to  thofe  of  Friar  Lewis  de  Granada,  the 
devil  take  me  if  I  ever  read  a  fingle  line ; 
and  of  Vieyra  only  I  have  read  fome  fer- 
mons, becaufe  I  am  much  pleafed  with  his 
acutenefs*     Now  this  being  (o,  I  aflc  thee, 

Doft 
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bold  thou  think  before  God  and  in  thy  con*- 
fcience  that  I  preach  decently  ?'*  •«  'What 
do  you  mean  by  decently  ?"  afked  Gerund 
with  great  quickncfs;  **  I  never  in  my 
life  have  heard,  noi*doI  believe  I  ever  {hall 
hear  a  preacher  equal  to  you."  •'  Thcrefort 
to  preach  Well/'  concluded  Friar  Bias, 
*'  there  is  no  occafion  for  all  this  fluff, 
with  which  the  old  almanac  of  a  Pril'* 
dentio  would  teaze  thy  heart  out." 

**  The  argument  is  unanfwerable/'  faid 
the  candid  Friar  Gerund ;  *«  and  fo  I  now, 
my  dear  Father,  give  you  my  folemn  word 
never  to  mind  any  thing  he  fays.  My 
Guide,  my  Tutor,  my  Mafter,  and,  as  they 
fay,  my  Pulpit-Godfather,  (hall  be  You,  and 
you  only;  your counfel  fhall  be  my  oracle, 
your  will  my  precept,  and  never  will  I  de- 
part a  jot  from  whatever  you  (hall  teach 
me.  Therefore,  as  the  afternoon  is  yet 
young,  and  the  occafion  cannot  be  more 
happy,  pray  give  me  fome  clear,  (hort,  in- 
telligible rules,  fuch  as  I  may  eafily  re- 
membef,  for  the  compofing  well  all  Cotts 
of  fermoiis :  for  tho'  we  have  oftcafpoken 
Upon  this,  that,  and  the  other  point  relating 
to  the  fuhjtrft,  yet  we  have  never  treated 
of  it  ifojifccutively,  and,  as  they  fay,  upon 
prhlciplc^.*'  '*^.Wich  all  my  hearty"- faiji 
•    '    '  the 
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the  Predicador  i  ^<  hear  me  thea  atte^tiydlf 
aod  wlidiout  int^^rruptipn* 

"  The  firft  rule  :  The  choice  of  books- 
Every  good  preacher  fhould  have  in  his 
,ceU^  .or  2$,  leaft  in  the  library  <^  his  con-* 
Ventf  the  followjoe  books:  The  Bible, 
Cii^ncqrdjkoce,  Poltantbea  or  Theatrum  \\t^ 
humanaB  of  Beyerlink,  Theatre  of  the  Godsj 
Fafli  by  Mafculus,  or  Pagan  Kalendar  of 
Mafejan,  Mytholqgy  of  Na^lis  Comes^ 
Aylus  QeUiius,  SyinboUcal  World  of  Pici-  ' 
nelus^  andt  above  alh  the  Poets  Virgi)^ 
Ovid»  Mftrti^U  Catullus^  and  Horace :  as 
to  fermons  .there  is  need  only  of  the  jFlori-" 
legium  Sacrum,  which  is  in  itfelf  an  Indif. 

"  The  fecond  rule"— •*  Stop  Sir,"  intcr- 
rupted  Gerund,  ^^  would  it  not  be  right 
to  add  iboie  expojUtor,  or  Holy  Father  V* 
«*  Don  t  be  filly ;  there  is  no  fort  of  occa- 
£on  for  thecn-  Wh^jiever  thou  would'ft 
iupport  any  pofition  or  thought  of  thy  own 
by  the  authority  of  any  Holy  Father,  (ay 
rot:^ndly  at  once.  Thus  fays  the  Eagle  of 
Doif^ors,  thus  the  Golden  mouth,  thus  the 
HoQey-coi^b  of  Milan,  thus  the  Oipcle  oS 
Scleuciai  and  put  in  dfie  mouth  of  St.  Ail- 
guilin,  St.  John  Chry&dom,  St.  Ambrofep 
or  St«  Bafil,  whatever  thou  ha^  a  miiid« 
for  thefe  two  reafons  %  firft,  bccaofe  no  one 

wtU 


will  go  to  Ipok'foir.  9lid. compare  tliecita* 
tion ;  fecondly^  becauie  though  whftt  thott 
iay eft  never  entered  iato  the  heads  of  the 
Holy  Fathersi  yet  it  might  have  entered 
them.  ,As  toexppfitors«  never  mind  theai> 
but  expound  thou  the  fcripture  juft  as  thoii 
pleafeft,  or  as  it  turns  moft  to  accouDt»  for 
thou  haft  as  much  authority  to  interpret  it 
as  they.  Whether  Cornelius  fays  this,  or 
Barradas  that,  or  Maldonado  the  other, 
ivhat  is  it  to  thee  ?  And  in  ihort,  becaufe  I 
know  it  is  neceflary  to  cite  many  expoGtors, 
in  order  to  appear  a.  well- read  and  fcriptural 
fnan,  I  would  not  prevent  thy  citing  them 
whenever  thou  pleafeft ;  I  rather  advife  thee 
to  cite  them  by  wholefale ;  but  in  order  to 
cite  them  it  is  by  no  means  ^  neceftary  to 
read  them,  and  therefore  do  by  them  as 
thou  doft  by  the  Holy  Fathers,  fat|ier  on 
them  whatever  thou  wilt,  taking  great  cai?e 
that  the  Latin  has  no  folecifms  in  it,-  aoud^ 
my  word  for  it,  they  will  never  di(G9ve«'th^ 
baftardy  by,  thy  face.  One  expo^toc  onlji^ 
I  would  ^recommend  to  thee  to  have  ^lUvaya 
athand^  9nd<that  if  Silveyra^  for.heif^^ 
mirai?le,at  fiftinga  thing  to  the  bpffgp^^ 
and  i£  tjoifta  want^ft  to.  prove  that  night  ia 
dayr  OS  t))aaH  white^  tbpu  ;wilt  fcarc^y -^il 
o£finding:ia-bim  wherewith  to.  fupppri^  tit. 
.  Vw.  !•        "   •   H  h  The 
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*'  The  fhird  rule :  Let  the  title  or  fiibjc* 
of  the  fermon  be  always  foaiiething  jocular^ 
or  fonorous,  or  profefiional,  or  theatrical, 
or  quibbling.     I  will  give  thee  fome  exam-i 
pies  that  thou  may'f^  the  better  undecftand 
me.     I'be  amorous  I'rmmpb^  facred  Hymen^ 
eals,  fefiive  Epitbalamium^  &c.  the. title  of 
a  fermon  prelcbed  on  a  certain  nan's  taking 
the  veil  i  by  the  fame  token,  the  preacher 
in  the  firfl  head  of  his  difcourie  made  her  a 
Stag,  and  «!n  the  fecond  xLaonf  two  ani- 
mals figured   in  the  arms  of  her  family;* 
Thefe  are  titles !  Thefe  are  fubjefts  !  This 
is  invention-!  If  in  the  family-coat  had  been 
dcfcribed  an  Hifypogrtff\  the  preacher  would 
as  eafily'  have  accommodated  it  to  the  reli- 
gious  profeflion ;  for  men  of  genius  arc 
your  true  tHcmifts,  who  from  every  thing 
extract  the  •precious.     Hear  three  other  ad- 
mirable titles  of  a  different  caft;  ^heddo^ 
rous* Parent ation,  funeral  Oration^  forrottfttl 
Bpicediunu  at  the  interment  <of  another  nun 
of  great  rafik ;  and  though  the  orator  took 
no  determinate  fubjei^,  but  only  poetically 
hillorified  the  life  of  his  excellent  heroine, 
he  did  it  fo  conformably  to  the  rulesof  that 
art  *,  that  he  never  departed  from  them  in 

•  •  The  art  of  poelxy.     . 
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the  phrafe,  fcarcely  ever  loft  fight  of  them 
^n  the  cadence,  and  fomctimes  followed 
them  exactly  even  in  the  aflbnance  ♦.  Hear, 
for  God's  fake,  how  he  begins  the  bod^  of 
the  oration,  and  be  tranfportcd,.  if  thou 
would'ft  not  be  thought  a  ftock  or  a  ftonc* 
Adieu 9  celejlial  choir  !  Seraphic  lilies^  feen  no 
more!  Daughters^  adieu ^  belov d of  Heavejif 
and  Heavens  Sons;  adieu,  ye  confecrated 
Swans  I 

"  I  know  very  well  that  feme  blockheads 
condemn  thefe  cadencies  in  profe,  and  ef- 
pecially  if  they  are  affonant ;  endeavouring 
to  perfuade  us  that  verfe  is  as  diffonant  in 
profe  as  profe  in  vcrfe.  For  this  they  quote 
I-know-not-what  ol.d- fashioned  fellow  of  a 
fignior  Longinus,  an  antiquated,  golden- 
age  author,  who  brands  thofe  who  ufe  this 
ftyle  as  puerile  and  even  ftupid  and  ig- 
norant. Puerile  eji,  immo  tardi  rudifque  in^ 
genii,  folutam  orationem  tnamena  verjus  bar-' 

*  Aflbnance,  a  kfnd  6^  rhyme,  (if  it  may  be  called 
fo)  in  SpanHh  poetry,  is,"  when  tlip  two  laft  vowels  of  a 
word  are  the  fame  with  ,thofc  of  the  word  to  which  it 
corrcfpohds.  Thus  Cielo  and  Bueno  are  aflbnant,  and 
Marta  and  ^inta.  In  words  accented  on  the  laft  fylla- 
ble.  tl\c  laft  vowel  only  is  regarded ;  Dm  and  Sij^nior  are 
aflbnant.  In  flipper y  or  da^ylic  words  the  laft  and  the  . 
antepenultima  are  the  vowels  which  make  the  aflbnance, 
as  Ala^rima  and  Barbarai  Mufica  and  Jubilo,  PSrfido  and 
Firetro,  &c. 

H  h  2  monia 
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monsa  contexere.  But  what  fignifies  it  that 
Longinus  fays  fo  ?  Or  what  account  are  we 
to  make  of  a  man  who  might  perhaps  have 
^een  the  third  or  fourth  defcendant  from 
jij^,,  who  pierced  Chrift's  fide  with  the 
fpear  *  ?  Befidcs  Longinus  wrote  in  Greek* 
and  they  who  tranflated  him  into  Latin  and 
thence  into  French  may  have  raifed  a  thou- 
fand  falfe  tedimonies  againfl  him.  LaAIy, 
bow  can  that  which  founds  well  to  aU  the 
world  be  diifbnant  ?— But  let  us  proceed 
with  the  titles  and  fubjeds. 

<«  tFeep,  Woman^  andtbm  Jhalt  conquer: 
A  fermon  on  the  tears  of  the  Magdalen. 
What  can  be  more  divine  than  the  being 
able  to  reprefcnt  the  bitter  weeping  of  the 
moft  penitent  finner  by  the  title*  and  even 
the  jocular  and  amorous  fentences*  of  one 
of  the  moft  profane  comedies  ?  Thefe  per- 
fedtions  are  not  to  be  tailed  by  low  fouls. 
L(izariUo  de  Tormes :  a  feraion  preached  in 
the  fourth  week  in  Lent^  commonly  called 
Lazarus's  week*  before  a  certain  religious 
community  j  in  which  every  trick,  fetch* 
plot  and  device*  every  piece  of  knavery  and 
buffonery  of  that  famous  and  witty  rafcal 

*  The  name  of  the  man  who  pierced  our  Saviour  is 
faid  to  have  been  Lcn^imis. 

was 
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lyas  accommodated  with  inimitable  pro^ 
priety  to  the  refurrcdion  of  Lazarus,  which 
the  preacher  had  taken  for  his  fubjcdt,-  The 
greatefi  in  the  leaji :  a  fermon  preached  (5^ 
St.  Francis  de  Paula,  without  ever  depart- 
ing from  that  moft  fuitable  quibble,  which 
feemed  born  for  the  purpofe.  If,  in  ftort,, 
thou  would'ft  arrive  at  the  very  quinteflence 
of  fubjefts,  thou  haft  nothing  to  do  but  to 
imitate  thofe  of  the  juftly  celebrated  Flo« 
rilegium,  which  indeed  ought  to  be  thy 
model  for  every  thing.  There  thou  v/ilt 
meet  with,  T&e  Joy  offuffering^  in  the  fuf-- 
fering  of  Joy^  on  the  joyous  griefs  of  the 
Holy  Virgin  :  I'be  Royal  State  of  Reajbn^ 
againjl  the  chimerical  Reafon  of  State :  The 
Light  ofDarknefs  in  the  Darknefs  of  Light : 
The  Happinefs  of*  Misfortune  in  the  Misfor^ 
tune  of  Happinefs  \  and  fo  of  ialmoil  all  the 
fubjeds  of  that  ncver-fufficiently-to-be- 
praifed  genius  and  furprifing  monfter  of 
predicatorial  excellence.  If  any  whey-faced 
four  critic,  .  pr  *crabbed  cbriftlan,  would 
perfuade  thee,  as  many  have  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  me,  that  fuch  fort  of  fubjedls 
and  titles,  beiides  having  no  grace,  or  fa-' 
vour,  or  trace  of  true  ingenuity,  are  pue- 
rile, mad,  wrnton,  and  quite  foreign  to 
the  fcrioufnefs,  gravity,  and  majeifty  with 

H  h  3  which 
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which  all  matters  {hould  be  handled  iii  the 
pulpit^  never  fet  thyfclf  about  difputihg 
Vfiih  them^  but^  making  them  a  low  bow, 
leave  them  to  enjoy  their  opinion  as  much 
a^S. they,  will,  and  do  thba  follow  thy  own. 
Bccaufe,  even  fuppofirig  them  to  have  rea- 
fon  on  their  .fide,  they  who  know  it  are  but 
four,  and  they  who  are  delighted  with  thefe 
things  are  tour  hundred  thoufand, 

*^  The  fourth  rule:  Let  thy  {lylc  be  always 
pompous,,  fwollen,  brilllihg  with  Greek  or 
Latin,  altifonant,  and  with  as.  graceful  a 
cadence  as  poflible.  Avoid  moflTeduloufly 
vulgar  and  common  words,  however  pro- 
peri  for  if  the  preacher  fpeaks  frona  an  High 
place,  and  in  aii  High  voice,  it  is  but  rea« 
fon able  that  his  expredibn  likewrfe  (hould 
be  High.  /t*hou  hafl  an  iltuflrious  model 
in  the  au^hor  of  the  Flbrilegium,  and  by 
ijudying  his  phrafes  a)one  thoa  wilt  form 
luch  a  fiyle  as  will  overvi^helm  thy  audience 
with  Wonder  and  delight*  Silence  thou 
ihbuldft  call  '2^tfa/arw//Vj'  of  the  lip;  to* 
praife,  to  panegyrize ;  the  Cighi,  vijual  at^ 
tingence  of  objeSis\  never  fay  Habitation, 
for  fo  any  clowil  would  fpeak,  fay  Uabi^ 
tacle^  and  leave  it  to  me  tq  anfwer  foV  it  j 
to  exijl  is  vulgar,  exiftencial  nature  is  a  great 
thing.     That  the  original  crime  is  conveyed 

down 
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down  by  fin,  we  heir  at  every  turn ;  but 
thai  it  is  traduced  by  tbefom&sofjtn^  befides 
being  more  fbnorous,  is  more  Latin^  and 
more  obfcure ;  and  perhaps'  there  may  not? 
be  wanting  fome  fool  who  may  think  that 
the  firft  crime  was  committed  in  Hebrew,- 
^nd  that  a  writer  called  Fames  tranflated  * 
It  into  Spanifh.     I  have  fome  little  doub^ 
indeed   that    the    propofition    (faving  the 
beauty  of  the  phrafe)  is  aii  abfurdity;  for 
fhe  original  crime  is  not  conveyed  down  by 
fin,  but  by  nature,  which  was   corrupted 
by  it.     But  let  this  be  as  it  will ;  for  as  I 
am  very  little  of  a  Theologift  I  don't  care 
to  meddle  with  what  I  do.oot  underftandl 
Be  careful  never  to  fay  Ae^rwis  Rod,  left 
they  (hould  take  it  for  the  rod  of  fome 
bum-brufhing  pedagogue;    in  faying  I'be 
Aarofutijh  Wand^  the  imagination  i^  ele- 
vated  to   an  idea  of  necromantic  power. 
TtvinWng  Nature^  it  is  plain,  founds   bet- 
ter than  Short-fighted  Nature,  which  feenns 
to  be  prtifully  begging  a  -pair  of  fpc&acle^' 
«  an  alms.     Thcfe  examples  are  fufficient 
to  fhew  thee  the  fort  of  phrafesthoufhouldft 
ftudy  and  imitate  in  the  Florilegiutn  :  by 
this  means  thou  wilt  form  the  politcft  ftyle 

*  Traduchr^  in  its  moft  common  fenfe,  means,  to 
uanflate. 

H  h  4  in 
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in  the  cafieft  manner  i  and  a  ferqion  intire* 
ly  compofcd  in  it^  its  real  value  confidered, 
(tho*  we  are  circumfcribed  to  the  meagre 
allowance  of  a  Majordomo)  there  is  not 
gold  enoogh  in  the  whole  world  to  pay 
for. 

Of  what  importance  is  It  that  the  illu- 
ftrious  Signior  Valero  in  his  celebrated 
paftoral  letter-—*  and  I  cannot  imagine  for 
what  it  was  fo  praifed  by  the  moft  learned 
men  in  the  kingdom — has  made  a  fevere 
Tatire  againft  the  elevated  ftile  in  fermons^ 
cfpecially  when  employed  by  men^  who,  it 
fhpuld  feem,  from  their  auflere  profeffion 
and  mortified  appearance,  would  never  open 
their  mouths,  either  in  the  pulpit  or  out  of 
it,  but  to  pronounce  Bones,  Sculls,  Sul* 
phur,  and  Satan  ?  I  do  not  remember  his 
*  exaA  words,  but  I  know  they  are  very  like 
thefe : 

'*  What  a  thing  it  is  to  fee  come  up  into 
a  pulpit  a  preacher, '  (hrouded  rather  than 
cloathed,  in  a  ftrait  fack  of  moil  harfli  texture 
girded  with  a  knotted  cord,  froni  which  in 
imagination  the  very  touch  {brinks  with 
horror ;  a  large,  coarfe,  pyramidal  hood 
drawn  over  the  head  down  to  the  eyes ,-  a 
ftreamingy  portentous  beard,  difcoloured 
by  the  hoarinefs  of  age,  the  vifage  half 

fwallowed 
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fwallowed  up  in  that  gloomy  grove^  and  the 
remainder  pale,  wan^  emaciated  by  rigo- 
rous fafts  and  watchings  ;  the  eyes  funk  to 
the  very  concavities  of  the  brain^  as  if 
fearfully  retiring  from  profane  objeds^  and 
iilently  imploring.  Keep  us.  Lord,  from  the 
vanities  of  the  world! — What  a  thing,  I  fay, 
it  is  to  fee  this  living  fkeleton  elevated  to 
the  pulpit,  frightening  by  his  appearance 
even  thofe  who  are  not  timorous,  propofing 
the  fubje£t  of  his  fermon  v/ith  airy  pomp^ 
tucking  back  the  fleeve  from  his  naked  arm 
up  to  the  very  elbow,  and  difcovering  a 
black,  (hrivelled  ikin,  hung  loofely  over 
the  hard  bone,  and  then  to  break  forth  in 
this  or  the  like  manner : 

"  Potent  protest  ion  of  delighted  Spain  ^  cele* 
brious  colony  from  Latium  fprung»  idea  of  re^ 
nowned  confuls  clarified,  and  glory  of  the 
Arevacian  tribes,  what  is  this  I  JVbat  is  this, 
fweet  emulation  of  the  globe,  fworn  queen  of 
the  Carpentanian  mountains,  in  whofe  illu/lri'' 
ousjkirts  the  prof peSl  ofprofound  concavities 
fur  rounds  thee,  &c. 

**  Mud  not  the  audience  be  fcandalized 
(proceeds  this  pragmatical  prelate)  at  hear- 
ing from  this  moving  corpfe  fuch  florid, 
fwoUen,  and  pompous  phrafes,  and,  when 
they  were  expecting  to  be  terrified  by  an 

idea 
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idea  of ,  the,  heinoufnefs  of  dieir  fins,  or  to 
Kc  inflaaicd  with  ardently-devout  afFedions 
from  lips  buried  in  the  thicket  of  that  pe- 
nitential' beard,  to  be  fet  a  ftaring  by  fuch 
ridicalous   bombaft  as  would  be   fcarccly 
tolerable  even  on  theftage  ?  If  on  the  ftage 
a  player  fliotild  appear,  with  his  nicely- 
powdered  perriwig,  his  gayly- feathered  hat, 
cockaded  with   a  knot  of  diaihonds,  em- 
broidered waiftcoat  and  correfponding  coat, 
ilockings  with  fpahgled  clocks,  heat  £hoes 
and  brilliant  buckles,  his  fword  with  an 
hilt  of  gold  and  cane  headed  with  the  fame 
ihttal,  Paris  chitteflin  and  ruffles  exquifitely 
T^i-ought,  and  he  himftlf  of  heroic  ftature, 
pleafing  figure^  engaging  features,  and  rn 
the  bloom  of  youth,  health,  an^  ftrength, 
.  placed  alone  in  the  central  point  of  view, 
giving-  negligently  fome  little  affofted  ad- 
jvftnients  to  his  drefs,  and,  in  a6t  to  fpeak, 
airily  fix  his  hat  upon  his  head,  and  make 
to.  the  expedUng  audience  fome  fuch  be- 
ginning of  a  fpeech  as  this, 

ft    ■  V 

r 

Kow  that  the  Fate,  O  Lord  !   with  ruthlefs  eye 
Would  to  my  life  her  fteePs  dre^d  edge  apply, 
'  Now,  now,   that  proftrate  on  this  be(l  I  groan. 
Uncertain  if  to  fee  another  Sun— 

Could 
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Could  there  be  hifles' chough  muftered  for 
hicn  from  all  the  mufquetry?  would  not  the 
apples  and  oranges  fly  at  him  from  the  very 
boxes  ?  would  he  not  be  thought  fit  by 
the  fuperintendant  for  a  place  in  Bedlam  ? 
Certainly  he  would.  As  much'  a  madman 
therefore  is  the  Capuchin  who  is  a  player , 
in  the  pulpit,  as  the  comedian  who 
ihould  preach  upon  the  ftage.  And  the 
fame  is  to  be  linderftood  of  every  priert: 
of  whatever  profeflion  he  may  be,  as  the 
example  of  a  Capiichih  in  particular,  was 
given  ohry  from  the  efpecial  incongruity 
there  is  in  his  hiortrfied  appearance  and  fuch 
ridiculous  affedlatiohs." 

**  Such  is  the  fubftance  of  what  this  Sig- 
nior  Bifhbp'fays;  but  what  fubftance  is  there 
in  all  this  ? .  The  wicked  comparifon  he 
makes  betvvecn  the  preacher  and  the  player 
is  not  to  the  point,  however  convmcing  it 
may  appear;  becaufe  if  on  the  ftage  4rere- 
prefented  the  lives  of  Saints  and  facramehtal 
ads  in  verfe,  why  may  not  there  be  preach- 
ed in  the  pulpit  tales  and  hiftbrlcal  fongs  in 
profe^  What  will  they  anfwer  me  !  What 
will  they  anfwer  me  to  this  retort ! 

**  There  is  another  ftyle,  which,  without 
being  Co  mucli  elevated  in  expreifion,  givcsf 
great  delight  by  its  cadericles,,  and  few  in- 
deed 
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deed  are  the  hearers,  (let  Longinus  and  all 
defcendants  in  a  right  line  from  the  Hang- 
dogs who  murdered  Chrift,  fay  what  they 
will),  but  what  are  ravi(hed  with  it.  The  ca« 
dence  is  of  different  kinds,  one  of  poeti- 
cal meafure,  lyric  or  heroic ;  the  other 
confifts  in  a  certain  correfpondence  which 
the  fecond  part  of  the  daufe  has  with  the 
firft,  as,  if  the  firll  finishes  in  onte  the  fe- 
cond mud  end  in  untei  if  the  tertninatio/)  of 
one  is  in  irles^  that^of  the  other  tnuA  be 
arlesi  if  this  ends  with  Tamborlan,  that 
xnufl  end  with  Mathufalem,  A  few  ex- 
amples will-—"  But  here  was  the  parlous 
Predicador  interrupted  by  the  mod  unwel- 
come arrival  of  one  of  the  farmer's  hinds, 
rupning  quite  out  of  breath,  and  telling 
them,  as  faft  as  he  could,  that  they  mull 
come  back  diredly,  that  the  Father  Maf- 
ter  had  fent  him  after  them,  the  Archprieft 
having  finished  his  vifit  and  returned  home. 
There  is  no  faying  how  much  they  both 
lamented  this  interruption,  as  they  had 
work  cut  out  for  many  hours.  But  as  they 
could  notrefufe  the  Father's  call,  they  were 
obliged  to  bend  their  fleps  homewards; 
which  they  did  withv^no  very  acceiJerated 
pace;  and  by  the  way  Fr^af  ^g^s  madeafhort 
repetition  of  the  lelTons  given  to  his  dif- 
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ciple,  to  imprint  them  more  ftrongly  on 
his  memory,  and  added  that  he  had  yet 
other,  more  important  rules  to  give  him 
about  the  mod  effential  parts  of  which  a 
fermon  is  compofed,  as,  ^'  the  exordium,  the 
apodrophes,  the  circumftances  in  the  falu- 
tation  (which  let  our  Father,  or  a  whole 
chapter  of  our  Fathers  fay  what  they  will» 
is  the  moft  neceflary,  fuitable,  and  ingeni- 
ous thing  in  the  world,  and  what  does  mofl: 
credit  to  a  preacher)  the  eulogy  of  other 
preachers  who  precede  or  follow  you  on 
thofe  occafions  when  there  is  a  iermon 
every  day  for  a  week  together,  the  method 
of  difpofing  and  fafhioning  thefe  eulogies, 
the  key  for  finding  in  fcripture  or  profane 
writings  the  name  or  office  of  the  Major- 
domo  and  oftentimes  both  together,  the 
ufe  of  mythology,  fables,  emblems,  and 
ancient  poets,  (things  which  exceedingly 
adorn  an  oration),  figurative  and  metapho- 
rical fubjefts,  taking  them  one  while  from 
the  planets,  another  from  metals,  from 
beads,  from  fiflies,  from  birds;  for  ex- 
ample, to  call  Chrid  in  the  Sacrament,  the 
Wedlefs  Sun,  or  the  Sun  which  never  fets ; 
St.  John  Chryfodom,  the  Potofi  of  the 
Church,  (alluding  not  only  to  the  mines 
of  that  name,  but  likewife  to  the  fignifica- 

tion 
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tion  pf  the  word  Cbryfq^om%  which  means 
Golden  Mouth)  \  St.  Dominic,  the  Dog-ftar 
of  his  time,  inallufion  to  the  dog  by  which 
he  was  prefigured  in  his  mother's  womb*, 
and  to  the  celebration  of  his  fedivals  hap-^ 
pening  in  the  Dog-days  \  St.  Rofa  de  Lima, 
the  Rofe  of  the  Paffion-f;  St.  Francis 
Xavier,  the  divine  Heliotropci  or  facred 
Sun-flower,  as  he  followed,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  miracuiific  life,  from  the  Eafl  Indies 
to  the  Weft,  that  planet  to  which  this 
Qower  is  faid  conflantly  to  turn  its  facei 
and  fo  of  the  reft. 

**  Thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  things  I 
had  to  fay  to  thee;  but,  what's  .deferred 
may  be  reheard;  and  the  Sermons  them- 
selves which  thou  mayejft .  be  called  to 
preach  will  furniili  me  with  occafions  of 
telling  them  to  thee.  What  I  now  chargfe 
thee,  is,  that  thou  wilt  make  no  account  of 
the  wilenonfenfe  of  our  Father  Maftcr  Friar 
Prudentio,  or  that  of  any  of  his  kidney; 
for  thefe  men  have  a  tafte  as  much  wrinkled 

•  The  Biographers  of  St.  Dominic  hajc  made  his  mo- 
ther dream  that  (he  was  delivered  of  a  Dog,  with  g 
flaming  torch  in  his  mouth,  denoting  how  faithfully  he 
would  defend,  and  brightly  illuminate  the  church. 

t  Or,  what  we  call,  the  Paflion  flower.  St.  Rofa,  for 
her  extraordinary  piety,  is  faid  ^o  have  had  miracuioufly 
imprinted  on  her  hands,  feet,  and'Tidc,  the  wound- 
marks  of  Chrift. 
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as  thin  ik\n,  and  approve  only  fuch  fprt 
of  Sermons  as  thofc  of  the  Theatincs,— 
Hell  open  before  you,  and  Chrift  *  in  your 
hand."  ^Friar  .Gerund  gfivc  his  word  that 
he  would  not  in  the  minuteft  article  depart 
from  his  counfels,. principles,  and  maxims^ 
and  with  this  they  entered  the  houfe^ 
where  the  next  chapter  will  relate  what 
paiTed. 

m 

C    H    A    P.      III. 

Father  Prudentio  reads  the  Sermon  of  Sf* 
Orojia ;  gives  upon  this  occajion  admirabk 
inJiruSHons  to  Friar  Gerund ^  and  has  his 
labour  for  bis  pains. 

s 

IT  was  not  fo  early  when  they  got  homt 
but  that  they  found  the  Father  Pru-^ 
dentio  with  his  candle  lighted^  his  fpec-?* 
tacles  mounted  on  his  nofe,  the  Sermon  of 
St.  Orofia  before^him,  a  pinch  of  fnufF  in 
one  hand,  his  head  reclined  upon  the  other^ 
the  box  open  upon  the  table,  and  his  fea^ 
tures  not  in  the  mofl:  placid  form.  ,  For^ 
ai  Friar  Bias  had  toid  him  that  he  bad  the 
Sermon  in  his  wallet,  and  had  made  an 
offer  of  it   to  him,  as  foon  as  he  had  dif^ 

.    •  Thc.Crucifij:.  ..  %  . 
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patched  the  Archprieftf  and  fini(hed  recit- 
ing his  Matins  and  Laud6s  for  the  next  day, 
he  went,  with  the  freedom  of  a  fenior  and. 
the  authority  of  a  Father  Mafter,  to  rumage 
the  faid  wallet,  prefently  found  the  Seirmon, 
and  had  fet  himfelf  dowii  to  read  it.  But, 
at  the  very  firft  fentence,  fuch  was  the  dif- 
guft  he  conceived,  that,  had  he  not  been 
with-held  by  the  mildnefs  of  his  diipofitionj 
he  would  have  torn  it  piecemeal. 

Scarcely  had  he  feen  the  two  companions 
enter  the  room,  when  looking  Friar  Bias  full 
the  face*  he  faid  to  him  pretty  warmly, 
**  Tell  me.  Father  Predicador,  is  it  poffible 
that  you  (hould  fo  much  praife  this  Sermon^ 
of  St.  Orofia !  Indeed  by  your  account  of  it 
I  fufpedled  how  it  might  be;  my  heart 
mi(gave  me  that  I  (hould  find  nothing  but 
nonfenfe  in  it;  but  yet  I  could  never  ima« 
gine  I  Aiould  find  it  fo  completely  abCurd, 
I  know  not  upon  what  account  the  com- 
pofer  happened  not  to  preach  it,  but  I 
know  that  had  I  been  to  give  the  licence 
for  printing  it,  he  would  have  waited 
till  doomfday,"  *'  Our  Father/'  anfwered 
the  Predicador,  with  a  mixture  of  difdain 
and  pity,  ^^  I  did  praife  that  Sermon,  I  do 
again  praife  that  Sermon,  and  I  do  fay,  that 
all  the  praife  which  I  can  give  it^  will  fall 
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ikort  of  what  it  merits/*  ^*  But,  tellmc, 
fifiner  that  I  am  V*  exclaimed  Prudentio, 
«•  is  not  the  very  firft  claufc  fufficicnt  to 
(lamp  the  author  for  a  moft  Aupid  cox^ 
comb  ?  JVbatp  Sirs,  are  we  in  Jaca,  or  in 
Glory  f  All  the  jut  of  which  puerile  and 
ridiculous  entrance  confifts  in  its  being  very 
like  that  vulgarifm,  to  be  heard  in  every 
wine^houfe.  What,  Sirs,  are  we  here  or  in 
Xaveca  *  ?  In  God's  name  what  a  ftart  is 
this;  to  begin  a  facred  oration  with  in  th6 
plsfce  where  his  honour  dwelleth  !  Let  us 
go  on.  But  who  doubts  that  we  are  in  glory, 
ieing  in  Jaca.  For  if  the  place  of  Glory  is 
Heaven,  there  is  now  an  Heaven  in  this 
place.  Can  there  be  more  foolilh  quibbles» 
or  a  play  of  words  more  infubdantial  ? 

*f  And  how  does  he  prove  that  the  church 
,of  Jaca  is  iynonimous  to  Heaven?  Why, 
by  the  ftrangeft  jumble  of  jumbles,  con* 
founding  the  material  Heaven  with  that  of 
Glory,  juft  as  it  feems  to  him  to  turn  beH:  to 
aocount.     He  fays  that  this  church  is  Hea- 

*  What,  are  we  amongft  honeft  men  or  fcoundrels  ? 
<<  Thofe  ol  the  Xaveca,"  is  ^  proverbial  expreiBon  for 
all  forts  of  blackguards.  Xaveca*  properly  fignifies  a 
fiOiing  ilet ;  and  to  the  fi(hery  on  the  fouthem  coaft 
great  numbers  of  the  oioft  psomgatc  and  arch  rogurt  in 
Spain  reibrt 

The  X  and  J  have  the^fame  guttural  fottnd  in  SpaniOi* 
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vcn,  firft,  becaufe  Heaven  is  called  theChur A 
triumphant,  and  the.  Church,  of  Jaca  is  i 
triumphant  Charch|  becaui^s  on  the  /pot 
where  it  ftands,  a  vidopy  was  gained  agaipft 
the  MocirSy  whence  it  was  caUed,  Tlic  Pield 
of  VitSory*     According  to  this  Tcafoning, 
the  famous  Mofque  at  Damafcus  might  ia 
like  manner  be  called.    The  Mofque  Tri- 
umphant,   as  'the  Moors   gained    there'  a 
vidlory   againft   the   Chriflians.     What  a 
ridiculous  and  extravagant   acceptation  of 
the  Church  Triumphant  f   which   is    not 
called  fo  from  having  been  a  field  of  battle^^ 
or  of  the  vidory  of  the  Saints  which  com- 
pofe  it,  but  from  their  triumphing  in  Hea- 
ven after  their  warfare  upon  earth.     And 
to  be  fure  it  did  not  fail  to  delight  me,  to 
fee  him  load  the  margin  with  a  prolix  cita- 
tion from  Silveyra,  noting  the  book,  the 
chapter,  the  fedion,  and  the  paragraph,  to 
prove  a  thing  of  fuch  vulgar  notoriety,  as 
that  Heaven  is  called  the  Church  Triumph- 
ant; like  that  other  blockhead  of  a  Ser-' 
mon -writer,    who   faid,    Uumility  Upro^ 
famdly  called  by  my  Father  Si.  J^ernard^^ 
jRuffrilrtas ;  as  the  curious  reader  may  j^nd'^tL 
Bis  booh  on  Conjider alien  to  pQpe  Eugenifu. 

'^  The  fccond  proof  that  the  ChurcVof 
Jaca  is  Heaven,  is,  bccaufe  the  Sijii  lis  rrc- 
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fident  of  Heaven>  the  Perfians  call  the  Sua 
Mytra^  the  fign  of  the  Lion  in  the  Sun's 
houfei  and  the  fignior  Bi(hop  of  Jaca  weara 
a  Mitre,  and  has  a  Lion  in  hi$  Coat  of 
Arms^     By  this  rule,  there  are  more  Hea-« 
vens  below  the  clouds  than  above  them  ; 
for  there  we  are  told  there  are  but  eleven, 
ahd  here  we  may  reckon  eleven  thoufand, 
it  being  certain,  that  all  Cathedral  Churches 
have  Bifliops,  all  BiQiops  wear  Mitres,  and 
if  the  Perfiin  calls  the  Sun  Mytra,  we  have 
liere  as  many  Suns  as  Bi(hops»  and  as  many 
Heavens  as  Cathedral  Churches*     It  mud 
be  confeiTed  that  the  proof  is  ingenious, 
iubtle,    and  conclufive.     And  what  does 
his  Preacherfliip  mean  by  the  fign  of  the 
Lion  being  the  Sun's  houfe  ?    If  he  means 
that  it  is  his  own  houfe,  or  one  that  he  has. 
a  leafe  of,  which  is  his  conftant  and  iiked, 
dwelling,  it  is  an  abfurdity  at  which  any 
wine-^houfe  man,  who  has  a  (heet  almanaq 
hung    behind    the    kitchen-door,     would 
laugh.    If  he  calls  it  the  Sun*s  houfe,  be- 
cauife  this  brilliant  poftilion  of  the  Heavens 
ftopis  in  his  annual  journey  for  fome  days  at. 
the  imagmary  inn  or  houfe  of  this  fign^  to 
give  barley  of  light  to  his  immortal  fteeds, 
the  fign  of  the  Crab  is  as'  much  the  3qn*s 
houfe  as  the  fign  of  the  Lion,  and  any  one 
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oi  tfee  Qi^hfir,  clevcin  figtw  at  wbicl^  ^bfi  y^f- 
trlous  travc^V^r  (hall  rtft,  h^as  a^  e^alTi^^ 
to  pr^fume  to  the  ii^ipe.bpnpur/. .  ;  .     • 
'  *«  The  th^rd,  prpof.    XI>5  chjuf ch  c?f  J^ca^, 
is  Heaven^  becs^ufs  Hjpayen  is  c^\f4  ^JPf^A 
and  Cartarius  f^ys^  tl^sit  i^  ^jas  two  d9qcs 
with  twQ  keys ;  tji^e  arms  of  the,  Cafbe^ral 
cj  Jaca  are  two  keys  and  a  tyara.     Ay«U 
then,  what  have  we  to  dp  but  tp  dec^^re 
i^  Heaven,  with  the  authority  of  Car^^- 
nus  ?.  Poor  ignorant  Pricft!    AU  Cbijrcbf s 
wbich  have  no  particular  arq^s^  u£; ,  thj^, 
of  the  Church  of  Ron]e  (which  areajyara^ 
with  two  keys,  dcnpting,  its  temporal^  s^nd 
fpiritual  jurifdidtion),  tp  fignify  that  they 
have  no  other  patron  than  his  Holinefs,  ai>d 
that  they   are  of  the  Catholic,  Apoftplip, 
Roinaq  Communion.     Hence  the  pooreft 
Country  Church  has  as  mpch.rigl^t,  to  be 
Heaven  as  the  Cathedral  of  Jaca,  and  the 
Father  Dodtor  cuts  a  bright  figure  with 
his  impertinent  citation  of  (j^artarius.     Bpt 
where  h?  is  more  pleafant,  is,  in  the  odbber 
thre?  reafons  of  agreement,  whicb  be,  ?dds 
why  the  Church  of  Jac^  fhould  .Jb^Vjp,  :tbe 
fame  arms  as.  St  Peter's  at  Rqme, .  ,tb^  hp ad 
of  all  Churches.    He /ays  that  thi^^ig,  //- 
ther^,  that  not  even  tke  fupreme Mod >^.  ,,tbe 
Hx>orld^  Rome,  might  U  iibU  to  boajl  oj  greater 
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ftohlenefs  than  the  renowned  Cathedral  of 
yacd  (it  is  well  he  was  prevented  from 
preaching  this  ktmon,  as  I  am  certain  that 
for  this  propofitioh  ilone  that  illuftrious 
dnd  wife  chaptel'  would  have  roared  the 
orgaOj  and  fet  the  dog^whippers,  and  even 
the  dogs;  Upon  him)  or^  becauje  it  Jeems 
ihat  the  bead  of  the  Church  ougpf  to  have 
heen  at  yaca^  had  not  St.  Peter  appointed 
it  at  Rome  (now  it  comes  thicjc  and  three- 
fold !)  or  becaufe  Heaven^  the  beautiful  Re^ 
public  of  Jo  much  brilliant^  Sap  hire,  is  alone 
the  condign  Image  of  fo  refpeElable  a  Chapter. 
Does  not  this  deferve  a  condign  whipping* 
or  at  lead  a  fool's  cap  and  bells  ? 

*'  But  I  have  done  with  it  ;  for  I  have 
not  patience  to  read  any  more  of  fuch  con- 
founded ftupidity.  And  this  fermon  was 
printed !  And  poems  were  compofed  in  its 
praife !  And  the  honeft  parfon  of  Jacarilla 
gives  it  as  a  model  for  the  preachers  of  St. 
Orofia !  And  the  Father  Predicador  Mayor 
to  much  extols  this  fermon  !"  •*  Ay,  Fa- 
ther Maftcr/'  anfwercd  the  Predicador,  •'  I 
did,  I  do,  and  I  (hall  praife  it ;  for  if  all 
feritoons  were  tt>  be  examined  with  fuch 
•rtgordus  i^adtniefs  and  roinutenefs,  what 
Woiild' bfecortie  of  all  the  bravery  and  ele- 
gaflcc  of  the  pulpit  ?"   "  What  elegance, 
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or  what .  bravery^  o'  tfiy  Has !''  cxc^alme^ 
Prudentio.  ''  Is  it  elegance  to  (ay  as  q^^^f 
^bfurditics  as  words  P^^s  U  bravery  tofpoi^ 
hercHes  and  blafphemi^s  at  every  turn  ^ 
And  pray  tell  tnc,  F^iar  Bla$^  what  haa  apj 
|;hxDg  of  this  to  dp  >vith  tl^e  heroic  virtue^ 
of  St.  Orofia,  the  powerfulncis  of^  Ijicf 
patronage,  pr  (he  imitation  of  her  fx- 
ample,  the  only  ends  vtrhich  the  facre^ 
orator  fhould  proppfe  ^o  l^imfclf  in  hi^ 
pancgyrip  ?'' 

"  Let  your  Paternity  obfcrvp,"  faifi  Friay 
^las,  <'  that  all  this  is  faid  in  the  faluta? 
tioQ,  which  is  deftined  folely  to  the  treat* 
ing  on  the  cirpumflances,  apd  }ias  no  con^ 
pedion  >yith  thp  body  of  the  fermonj  ^Uicb 
is  the .  place  for  the  Eulogies  qf  the  Saint^ 
jind"— "  Stop,  Father  Predicador,"  replied 
^rudentio  quickly,  ^^  (hat  is  to  fay  that 
the  head  is  to  have  no  conne(3;ion  with  tb^ 
bpdy«  pr  (he  beginning  with  thp  middle  o^ 
the  end,  and  that  the  foundation  is  to  be  ia 
one  part  ai>d  the  fuperflrudlure  in  another^ 
The  falutation  either  is  or  is  not  ^  part  o^ 
(he  feriijon.  \i  it  is  not,  why  is  time  idly 
|pent  upon  it?  If  it  is,  jyhy  is  it  not  t^ 
have  union  and  connedtion  with  the  reft^ 
And  where  has  the  Father  Predicadof  read 
(hat  the  falutatioq  of  a  ieriQpn  w^s  defi^ned^ 
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for  tbcf  flattering  of  Chaptel-s  or  Major- 
domos,  for  the  dclufipn  of  the  au<iicnce, 
|br  quibbles  and  ribaldry^  for  puppet-fliow- 
work,  for  bull-fcaft,  for  dance,  for  drun- 
kennefs,  and  the  devih  for  which' we  have 
the  grief  to  fee  mofi  ialutations  fcandaloufly 
calculated  ?*' 

I  don*t  know.  Father  Mafter,  whether 
I  have  read  it  or  not,"  an.fwered  Friar  Bias 
with  mvifih  compofure,  "  I  only  know  that 
what  is  jufed  can't  be  excufed ;  that  this  is 
the  general  cuflom  of  Spain ;  and  that  bra- 
tors  (hould  conform  to  cudom  we  are 
ihewn  by  that  rule  known  even  to  the  chil- 
dren^  Orator  patria  doSlum  m  Jpreverit 
vfum^^  **  It  is  plain  (replied  Prudentio) 
that  the  Father  Prjsdicador  underf1:and^ 
.things  only  by  the  found,  and  confequent- 
Jy  no  wonder  that  he  forms  fuch  ftrange 
ideas  of  them*  For,  in  the  firil:  place, 
this  rule  was  not  made  for  thofe  whom  wc 
call  Orators  or  Preachers,  but  for  thofc 
who  fpeak  or  pronounce  Latin  in  profc, 
\!irhich  is  called  Oration  to  diflinguifli  it 
from  verfe.  To  thefe  it  intimates,  that 
when  they  meet  with  any  word  which  has 
no  fixed  quantity  in  verfe,  but  fome  fylla- 
ble  in  it  Is  long  or  fliort  at  pleafure,  in  profe 
tll^  (hould  pronounce  it  always  as  the  in^ 

I  i  4  tcUigcnt 


419       The  HISTORY   df 

telKgent  andleaymed  mtn  of  their  eounfry 
are  accuftomed  to  do  and  not  prefume  to 
make  tbenfelfe^  fingukf  in  contradidion 
to  6icb  cuftofn.  And,  fecondly,  even 
though  the  rule  had  been  addrefied  to  thofe 
whoQi  we  call  Preachers,  it  would  not  have 
favoured  his  intention,  for  it  does  not  fay 
that  the  preacher  is  not  to  delpife  any 
cnflom  whatever,  but  not  to  defpife  a 
learned  cuftom,  Doctum  nejpreverit  ufum^ 
that  18,  the  eftaUiftied,  the  conformable 
to  reafon,  and  the  pradlifed  by  men  univer- 
fldly  reputed  learned  and  intelligent  in  their 
profeffions.  This  is  what  is  properly  to  be 
called  cuftom,  for  every  thing  elfe  is  abufe 
and  corruption.  Now  then,  (hew  me  a 
fingle  orator  of  Spain,  of  thofe  I  mean 
whom  fober  people  efteem  true  orators  and 
lK>t  crazy  fellows,  of  thofe  who  are  not 
fought  out  as  the  Merry-Andrews  of  the 
pulpit,  of  thofe  who  deferve  and  who  ac- 
ijuire  the  general  reputation  of  wife,  cal-* 
ttivated,  welL-informed,  and  circumfpeft 
IBen-frShew  me,  I  fay  again,  a  iingle  on9 
of  thefe  who  follows  this  curfed  caftMo, 
who  does  not  defpife^  who  does  not  aW^ 
minatei  who  doee  not  execrate  it?  Who 
does  not  commiferate  tboft  who  ^raAtfe 
jand  prai£l  it^.  or  does  ]aot  laiakp  a  ij|iti^<»ld 

both 
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both  of  one  and  the  other;  and  aftorwttdi 
Ore  will  talk. 

><  On  the  contriry^  I  am  ready  to  (hew 
many  Sermons,  in  print  and  manufcript,  oF 
famous  modern  orators  of  Spain,  whoi 
having  preached  on  the  fame  feftivals,  and 
with  the  fame  drcumfiances  (that  we  are 
furfeited  with  hearing  of  I)  upon  which 
other  preachers  played  the  fool  without 
modefty  and  without  meafure,  either  tnag-& 
nanimoufly  defpifed  them,  all,  without 
vouchfafiftg  them  a  fingle  fyllable,  or  if 
they  touched  upon  them  it  was  with  an 
air  of  fuch  contempt  as  made  the  ridicu-^ 
loufne(s  of  this  abufe  vifible  and  even  rifible 
to  every  hearer.  I  have  fome  of  thefe  fer^ 
mons  in  my  cell  at  home,  and  have  for-^ 
tunately  brought  with  me  one,  the  fahitsH 
tion  c^  which  I  ihall  iniift  upon  jrour  hear*i 
ing ;  'tis  here  under  the  defk,  for  I  had  k 
defign  to  read  it  to  Friar  Gerund/'  Theif 
haftily  remounting  his  fpeflacles  he  did  ema 
phatical  juflice  to  this  iaiutation, .  wbiolf 
inveighed  againft  the  abufe  in  ^qiueftiioii 
with  much  the  £ime  fort  of  arguments  a^ 
thet  good  man  had  ufed  himfirlf^  and  ar 
iinifluag  itv  turning  full  upon.  Friar  JBlas; 
&Xif  ^^:  Now  let  the  Father  Predicador  fct 
}f  there  are  wanting  in  Spain  thofe  ;wh<i 

draw 
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6nw  the  fword  refbktely  againfl:  th«  ptie^ 
rile  and  ignorant  cuflom  which  he  urges; 
Atid  he  is  to  kfiow  that  this  falutation  was 
faeard  with  fuch  applaufe  from  the  nume*^ 
rous  and  choien  audience  to  which  it  was 
preached^  that  even  they^  who  from  in- 
advertency or  want  of  judgment  had  given 
into  what  it  fo  fharply  reprehended,  went 
tway  fo  convinced  of  their  error^  that  they 
faid  to  one  another  the  fame  as  Menage  and 
Balzac  are  reported  to  have  done  after  the 
firft  reprefentation  of  the  famous  comedy 
of  Moliere,  called  Les  Predeujes  Ridicuks, 
in  which  he  laughed  with  inimitable  grace 
at  the  metaphorical  and  figurative  ftyle  at 
that  time  the  ^on  in  France,  Molitre  bat 
abundant  reafon  in  wbat  be  Jajs;  he  bos 
made  a  judicious^  delicate ^  and  jujl  critique^ 
and  fo  convincing  that  it  is  unanjwerabk ; 
henceforward,  MonJieur%  we  mujl  abominate 
i0bat  we  celebrated f  and  selebrate  what  wf. 
abominated.  Indeed  fome  of  the  preachers 
who  heard  this  falutation,  and  who  before 
bad  fufifered  themfelves  to  be  drawn  down 
the  current,  now  afliamed  of  themfelves 
began  to  preach  with  folidity,  piety,  and 
judgments  and  fo  far  was  it  from  diminifli- 
iog  the  number  of  their  followers^  that  it 

•was 
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^as  notorious  that  their  ^(linaation  an^  ap^ 
plaufe  encreafed."   . 

*^  Very  docile  indeed  ?vew  thefc  reveren4 
Fathers,". anfwered Friar  Bias  with  an  ironit 
cal  fmile.  **  As  to  myfelf^  I  niufl;  fyy^ 
(hat  the  falutatipn  has  not  converted  Me^  Cq 
hardened  am  {  as  all  that  5  becai^fe,  tho' 
his  reafoning  feems  to  have  weightf  jet  tQ 
me  there  is  more  weight  in  the  contrary 
pradlice  of  fo  many  approved  pres^cherst 
and  above  all  in  the  applaufe  with  whicfai 
{he  hearers  celebrate  the  touching  and  re* 
touching  of  the  circumftances,  experience 
|hewing  us  that  if  thefe  are  much  infille4 
on,  let  the  renqiainder  of  the  fermon  bf 
made  up  of  what  it  will,  it  is  always  ex^ 
tolled*;  and  on  the  contrary,  that  unlefs 
thefe  are  well  worried  and  fifted,  tho'  tho 
Preacher  fpeak  divinities^  thq  audience  will 
fliew  much  indifference  and  think  him  a 
poor  creature,  and  the  Majordomo  pay  hina^ 
his  money  with  an  ill  grace  and  a  worib 
face.  And  don't  let  your  Paternity  tell 
me  that  this  is  only  the  bad  tafte  and  miC^ 
jtaken  opinion  of  the  ignorant  and  vulgar^ 
Mapy  great  and  mighty  Mailers  are  of  the 
fame  opinion  ;  aqd  I  need  go  no  furtbor  for 
ji  proof  than  to  that  very  fermon  of  St» 
proiia,  which  has  fallen  fo  much  under  the 

difpleafure 
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di/pleafure  of  your  Paternity.  It  has  three 
approbations  of  three  wcll-khowri  and 
tighly-celebi-kttd  t^'afccrs,  one  a  Donoirhi- 
tarl,  otic  a  lefijit,  and  the  other  oiP  the  or- 
der of  th6  Author  i  Let  your't^aternity  read 
tfce  extraordinary  praifes  which  they  all 
three  give  him;  and  the  two  flrfE  exprefsly 
and  fpecificallyy  fot  his  noticing  the  circum- 
ftances,  and  thfcn  tel!  me  if  it  is  for  ihe  ig- 
norant and  vulgar  only  to  applaud  the  pay* 
ing  a  particular  attention  to  them/'  ' 

*^  Look  you.  Father  Predicador/'  an- 
fwcred  thfe  Father  Mafter  with  a  ftudied 
deliberation,  «'youhavc5now  touched  upon  a 
point,  on^hich  I  might  fpeak  for  fomehoursi 
if  there  was  time  and  occa(ion,t  tho'  many 
liave  already  fpoken  much  and  well  upon 
i¥.  This  is,  the  improper  and  extravagant 
cuflom>  introduced  into  Spain  and  Portugal, 
but  ridiculed  generally  by  other  natiohs, 
of  the  imprimaturs*,  licences',  or  appro- 
batiohs*  of  books,  and  even  of  the  moft 
ivrfetchcd  pamphlets,  being  converted  into 
itarAckieratc  panegyrits  on  their  authors, 
when  th^  bufincfs  of  the  Ccnfor  ii^  oiily  to 
fey  fimply  atid  fliortly  whether  or  not  t6c 
AVbrt:  cbfttaihs  ihy  thirigf  (ioritrary  to  liav^. 
Good  Faith,  ztid  Gtiod  Manners.  'I'^fSy 
there  is  now  no  need  to  enter  into  a  cenfufe 

of 
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of  the  Ceaibrs^.  as.  1^  i^  growing  hffi  a^od, 
we  flxa^l  lofc  q^r  £iijpp^er«  ;>  but  io.  tht& yptj 
apprpbatioos.  which  yxxu  inilance,  either  I 
apu  wickedly  iAcline4f.  wJ;iich  I  ()p  jwt  be^ 
lieve^  91^  thf  t  of  tlse  Jefi^t  Father  is  a  pie^e 
of  roguery^  and  whep  pf;operly  upderilood 
will  appear  to  be  a  delicate  fat  ire  again/lxhe 
abfurflitie^  of  tl^e  {^vmpa  in  all  i(s  p^rt^*  I 
think,  at  Iea(i^  I  difcover  that  .tl;ie  £uil 
Father  aimed  at  dextroufly  extricating  hiq}'* 
fel^  from  the  fcandal  of  praifing  this  fqr^* 
mon,  if  he  did;  not  intend  to  faprji^e  it  i 
and  t}}^s  n^uch,  is  certain  that  hed^^cu 
repeatedly  that  he  does  not  approve  or 
praise  it. 

"  The  fly  rogue  fijggefts  himfe^f  tp  be 
conneiSkedwith  the  faipily  and  orc^ej^  of  the  , 
author^  and  never  dqpartipg  from  thegro^upd ; 
of  " Laujet  te aliernis\  which  he  cpuftrije^,, 
Let  the  Stranger  pcaife  thee,  he  fay s,,  in  one  : 
place,  that  be  ought  not  to,  takeu^n  him  the., 
o^ce  of  nn.^pprover  \  in.  another^   that  be  , 
account  J  it  as  one  of  bk  great eji  bappi^ejfi^s  mt  • 
to  bt  able  to  praifi^  tbafferffton  $  }^,i^  third, . 
tb.at  be  is  too  nearly  allied  tpfet  bim[elf  about:  * 
praifingiti.  in  a  fqvn^,  fpegkiugj.de^ermi- 
nately  of  the  cjrctij;9ftaQf^es  and  tt^e;  fa|uU*« 
tipn^  that  it  does  not -belong  to  b[n{^  tq^cel^^ 
bnate  it  i  in  a  bi^^  tbaf  eulpgies  would  come  ■ 

better 


4H    The  ttisroRY  6r 

Beiierfrom  any  othermoutb  than  bisi  and  Ia{f  ly, 
that  even  as  to  what  relates  to  the  good  tafiH 
of  the  Gentleman  who  gives  thisfermon  to  tbi^ 
pre/siit  wHl  he  of  more  confequencey  or  at  leajf 
it  ivffl  not  fail  to  be  more  couriefy^  to  leave 
the  wbole  affair  rfpratfing  birri  to  tbofe  witb-^  * 
out ;  Idudet  te  alienus.     Now  either  1  am  ai 
mimfcull  and  do  not  underfland  a  word  oF 
Irony,  or  this  fame  Cenlbr  is  a  moft  arch' 
Wag.     His  whole  endeavour  is  evidently  to 
avoid  the  fubjedl:,  (hun  the  difficulty,  and 
fay  with  grace  and  pleafantry  that  other* 
may  praift  what  he  neither  can  praife  nor 
oaght   to .  'praife.   ^  And,    moreoverj    from ' 

that  ftirewd  conflrudion  of  Laudet  te  alie-  ' 

•  •     •         •  » 

ntis^  Let  the  Stranger  praife  thee,  I  cannot 
help  (hrewdly  fufpcdting-^God  forgive  me.* 
if  I  make  a  rafh  judgment- — but  I  cannot 
help  fa^pefting  that  by  the  word  Stranger 
ht  \*o\iiki  not  have  thofe  to  be  irnderftood 
who  may  not  be  in  reality  or  affcdlion  (o 
nearly  allied  to  the  author  as  he  fuegcfts 
hlmfelf  to  be,  but  that  he  leaves  it  in  doubt,* 
whether  w^'  may  not  uhdcrftand  by  it  thofe 
wfco  arc  Strangers  to  the  profeflion,  to  /r-  ^ 
terature^'^iand  to  all  froprietyi  in  a  word, 
dolts  and  blockheads.     It  is  not  iihpoffible 
bdt  that  I  may  make  the  libel  by  my  inter- 
pretation;  but  I  am  pretty  confident  that  ' 
I  am  not  mlflaken/  2 
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And  I»  in  my  tnrn^  am  as  coafidcot 
(replied  Friar  Bias)  that  jour  Paternity  i» 
much  miflaken  $  for  if  this  Father  Mailer 
was  not  difpofed  to  give  his  approbation  to 
the  fermon,  P^^y>  ^^^  obliged  him  to  da 
it  ?  Who  threatened  his  life,  holding,  a  dag- 
ger to  his  breaft,  if  he  did  not  undertake 
this  office  ?  To  which  is  ta  be  addcdy  that^ 
if  the  author  put  his  trufi  in  hinx'  as  a  friend 
to  dp  him  this  favour  (as  this  office  is  ge^ 
nerally  configned  by  the  Tribunals. to  thbfe 
whom  the  authors  point  out  to  them)  it  is* 
not  likely  that  he  fliould  be  guilty  of  thia 
treachery  to  him^  and  that  when  the  piDor 
man  was  expe£ting  a  panegyric  he  (hould 
have  the.  mortification  to  receive  a  fatire* 
Honour  and  honefty  required  that  if  he 
could  not  find  in  his  confcience  really  ta 
approve  it,  he  fliould  have  excufed  himfelf 
from  the  office  and  not  play  him  fuch  a 
Judas-trick."  .  ,         . 

**  Fair  and  foftly,  good  Frlac  Bias,  (re^-. 
plisd  Prudcntio)  for  tho'  your  reply  is  un- 
doubtedly fpecious,  and  your  manner-  of 
argjaiog/.at  lead  for  this  time,  founded  iii 
reaibn,.yet  it  is  not^unanfwerable^.fince  the 
mod  rlikdy  is  not  alivays  the,  moft  true. 
Hqw,  do'  we  .knqwv  but  that .  the  Approver- 
uugiit . fiiid .  hiriuwli    in  Ibme.  political   or 

ch4;Uable 
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dmitabltt  aeccffity  whidi  oould'oot  ho- 
nowibly  be  refiAed  ?  Now  I  can  icnaginc  a 
Cftfe  which  I  think  very  naUiiral.  It  is  cer«- 
lein  ttmt  this  fepmoti  was  not  preached,  we 
koom  not  on  what  account ;  and  likewiref 
it  is  certain,  that,  for  this  very  reafon  o£ 
ks  having  been  forbidden  to  be  preached 
the  aiuhor  (who  was.  a  man  of  fome  rank 
in  his  profeffion)  and  his  partizans  made  a 
point  of  haying  it  printed  by  way  of  vindi- 
cating him  from  the  flur  caft  upon  htm  by^ 
l^e  prohibition.  Weli  then,  let  os  fuppofe 
that  his  Provincial  might  have  no  great 
putikihty  for  the  author,  but  that  he  might 
be  an  intimate  friend  of  this  Jefuit,  the 
JSrpprover,  and  that  he  (faould  have  reiblvedt 
imi  not  giving  a  licence  for  printing  the 
fermon  till  it  had  pafied  under  the  cenfure^ 
of  this  friend  of  his*  Now  in  this  cafe  it. 
ia  very  likely,  that  the:  authoc  and  his  parti- 
zans played  all  their  artillery  on  the  poor. 
Jefuity  repneibnting  in  the  ftrongeft  terms 
bow  much  the  reputation,  honour,  and^ 
evea  preferment  of  this  Religious  depended 
upoa  his  doing  him  that  favour.  What 
part  could.an  honed,  kind-hearted  man  take 
in  fuch.  a  ftrait  ?  To  refufe  having  any  thing 
to  do  with  it 'was  utterly  impoi&ble;  to 
praife  the  fermon  openly,  there  was  not 

6  '  merit 
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merit  eaough  yi  It  tajiiftifj^  tiqf  vmuld  his. 
fincerity  permit  >  to  reprobate  it^  was  alt 
once  to  ruin  the.  author  in  the  opinion  of 
his  principal,  and  to  declare  for  tbofe  who  1 
infulted  hkn.  What  then  was  to  be  doae  i  1 
It  feems,  I  think,  chat  he  could  not  havo* 

« 

purfued  a  nciore  prudertt  meafure  tb^  that, 
which  he  did  purfue ;— to  give  an  equivo**-  • 
cal  cenfure,  which  ibould  neither  approve 
nor  difapprove  the  fermon,  and  feejk  a  ipe*  . 
cious  pretext  for  ccxufing   himfelf  frpm 
praiAng  it,,  and  leaving  the  ofHce  to  tbofe 
who  were  better  qualified/* 

"  This  may  have  been  as  you  reprefent 
it  (replied  Friar  Bias)  but  the  eulogies  of 
the  other  two  approvers  are  not  equivocal  1 
they  are  very  clear  and  expreflive  ;  and,  in  • 
truth,  they  are  neither  of  theoi  of  your 
ordin:ary  gentry,  but  are  both  fubjeds  of 
fuch  fuperior  form  that  they  have  titles 
enough  (and  to  fpare)  for  a  feat  at  a  general 
Council." 

^'  I  do  not  deny  it»  (faid  Prudentiq)  but 
I  have  already  faid,  that  of  the  eulogies  of  . 
CenfoFS  and  Poets  little  account  is  to  .be 
made ;  becaufe  both  one  and   the  other, .  . 
(generally  fpeakiqg)  fay  not  what  the  workp 
they  praiie  truly  are,  but  what  they  ought    . 
to  be.  And  if  their  iperit  were  to  be  judged 
Vol.  I.  K  k  of 
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of  according  to  thofe  pratfes,  die  mod  mif 
ferable,  wretched^  Uttle  works,  the  mod 
unworthy  of  public  light,  and  worthy  only 
of  a  public  bonfire,  thofi:  which  contribute 
tAaCtf  and  with  the  greateft  }u Aict,  to  fwell^ 
the  fize  of  the  ExfurgaS$rM  ^  >  fucb  would 
bb  the  m6ft  excellent,  Sm  fbch  preei&ly  arr 
the  things  which  Aritt  foi th  into  the  world 
with  the  moft  pompoos  aecompaniment  aAd 
roaring  train  of  Approbations^  Aerobics, 
Epigmms,  Dcc\m^$  *f ,  and  Sonnets,  which^ 
have  been  all  pitifully  begged,  unlefe  in* 
deed  the  author  (hall  have  fabricated  theot 
himfelf,  and  defired  his  friends  only  to  lend 
their  natn^s.  But  does  all  this  prevent  the 
faid  works  from  being  expofed  to  the  ridi* 
cule  and  contempt  of  the  intcHigent,  or  it 
the  Ploly  Tribunal  of  the  Inquifition  with^ 
held  from  Aalking  in  amidfl  this  goodly  tribe 
of  Prolegomena  with  uplifted  wand,  witb« 
out  caring  a  ftraw  for  the  authority  or  ^le 
multitude  of  the  Approvers  ? 

•*  It  is  certain  that  if  the  Cenfors  kepf 
within  the  prccife  limits  of  their  o^ce,  an4 
anfwered,  as  they  ought^  the  great  coiifi- 
dence  placed  in  them,  by  not  approving  any 
work  which  they  had  not  firft  rigoroufly  exa-* 

•  TlicInquiCtion-cataJogues  of  forbidden  books, 
t  A  fUnza)  or  liitle  piece  ef  poetrj  often  Ixnes^ 
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mined ;  if  they  bad  the  boly  fihberity  to 
cxpofe  all  th^if  objedtions  to  the  tribunal 
by  \)(rhich  they  are  appointed  to  cenfure, 
and  aftetwatds  refolutety  determined  not  to 
approve  the  work  till  dl  thefe  objections 
fliould  be  removed;  then  ic^eed  a  very 
moderate  degree  of  pr^i(e  from  them  vvoiild 
Ke  df  great  weight.  But  knbwihgt  as  we 
do,  how  this  farce  is  carfi&d  on ;  when  ii 
is  notorious  that  fHendfliip,  conrie^ion,  or 
party^  are  the  things  alone  vvhich  are  con- 
fulted  in  the  appointment  of  the  tafki  that 
the  whole  affair  is  reduced  to  matter  of 
mere  ceremony  and  formality,  infomuch 
that  if  any  one,  :^aIous  as  well  for  the  ho* 
hour  of  Science  as  the  CredFt  of  the  Nation, 
(KouTd  be  for  eirecuting  it  according  to  the 
rigid  rule  of  right  and  reafon,  he  would  be 
accounted  ridiculous  and  impertinent^  iq 
what  eflimation  are  we  to  hold  the  pratfirs 
we  read  in  tbofe  abfurd  Panegyrics,  callrd, 
by  a  wrong  name,  Cen fares  ? 

"O  Friar  Bias,  Friar  Bias,  how  often  have 
I  lamented  to  my felf  this  moft  prejudkral 
diforder  in  our  nation,  extending  only  to 
Portugal,  and  fcarcely  known  in  other  coon* 
trJfes  !  And  how  eafy  has  the  remedy  of  it 
appeared  to  me  !  Do  you  know  what  it  is/ 
Why,  that  one  &Quld  proceed  againft  tkefe 

K  k  2  Approvers 
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Approvers  as  one  would  againft  a  Contl^ajle^ 
Or  a  Gaarantee.  What  could  be  more  juft? 
For  the  Approver  is  no  other  than  a  Con* 
trade  who  examines  the  quality  and  ge« 
nulnefs  of  the-  work  committed  to  his  in- 
fpedtion.  Thou  haft  declared  that  to  be 
Gold  which  ^s  but  Pinchbeck,  Tin  to  be 
Silver,  and  a  piece  of  coloured  Glafs  a  pre- 
cious Stone.  Pay  me  then,  Rafcal,  and 
fuffer  the  punishment  which  thy  ignorance, 
or  iniquity  defcrvcs  -f*. 

And  how  many  follies  would  be  excluded 
by  fuch  a  provifion  ?  How  much  paper 
would  be  faved  ?  How  would  expence  be 
leiTened  to  the  authors,  whom  it  cofts^ 
fometimes  as  much  to  print  the  approba- 
tions as  the  work  itfelf  ?  Many  and  many 
could  I  name  in  which  the  approbations 

*  A  Contrajle  is  an  officer  appointed  to  examine,  and 
cilablifli  the  goodnefs  of  coins,  metals,  &c. 

t  Note  by  the  Author. 

The  fc«upuloiis  fidelity  with  which  we  arc  bound  to 
the  monuments  we  follow  in  this  hiftory,  permits  us  not 
to  fupprefs  this  judicious  invedive  of  the  Mafter  Pru« 
dentio  againft  the  abovcmentiotTed  abufes ;  but  they  have 
been  juft  now  wifely  reformed  by  an  aft  of  the  Royal  and 
Supreme  Council  of  Caftile  of  the  19th  of  July,  in  the 
laft  year,  1756}  to  the  juft  and  prudent  proviflon  of 
whicn  aft  it  is  to  be  hoped  and  expefted  that  the  Eccle- 
(taftical  Judges  will,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  ccn- 
form.  Tho*  the  difeafe  be  a  real  one,  there  is  now  a 
fuitable  remedy  applied,  and  no  ncceflity  for  the  recipe 
pointed  out  by  the  monuments  of  our  hiftory. 

occupy 
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occupy  as  much  fpace  as  the  whole  body 
of  the  workj  but  I  pafs  them  over  from 
juft  refpedts.  None  are  more  prejudiced 
than  the  authors  themfelves,  if  they  print 
the  book  on  their  own  accouut,  becaufe 
they  themfelves  in  this  cafe  buy  their  own 
praifes  in  the  expence  they  are  at  to  bring 
them  to  the  knowledge  of  others.  Can 
there  be  more  folly,  or  more  poornefs  of 
fpirit  ?  It  has  fome  degree  of  rcfemblance 
to  the  paying  for  the  feigned  tears  of  hired 
mourners  at  a  funeral. 

"  Yet  the  mifery  of  human  folly,  in  fome 
of  our  writers,  or  plagiaries,  who  would 
pafs  for  writers,  flops  iiot  here.  Will  it 
be  credible  that  there  (hould  be  many  to 
be  found,  who,  for  want  of  good  men, 
and  that  they  may  owe  nothing  to  any  one, 
praife  their  own  fweet  felves,  being  the 
artificers  of  thofe  eulogies  to  be  read  in  the 
antichamber  of  their  works  ?  Yes,  verily, 
my  friend,  there  are  men  to  be  found  of 
this  comfortable  mould  and  enviable  fere- 
nity.  More  than  two  and  more  than 
twenty  of  thefe  obliging  creatures  to  them- 
felves could  I  name  iq  thee.  They  are  not 
fo  fimple  indeed  as  to  fubfcribe  their  own 
names  to  thefe  eulogies,  for  that  would  be- 
a  candour  laying  claim  to  the  dillinflion  of 

K  k  3  a  fool's 


502  FRIA.BL  GPaTJJJ[D• 
4  fool's  C9p ;  but  with  9o  aDagraqi*  a  fup- 
pofititious  qapipt  or  (h^  borrowed  pamc  p( 
ibtne  of  the  apprentices  to  literature  and 
brothers  of  the  quilU  of  which  there  are 
in  all  parts ;  and  frequently  under  th«  6^ 
nature  of,  ji  Friend,  Jufiice^  If^partialit/^ 
or,  ji  DifcipU  of  the  Author,  the  good  gen- 
tleman trowels  on  himfelf  the  plaider  of 
praife  without  referve,  and  makes  a  figure 
in  the  eyes  of  his  fimpleton  readers/' 

<<  But,  Father  MaAer  (interrupted  tbft 
Predicador)  this  muft  certainly  be  a  ra(l^ 
judgment^  or  there  is  no  fuch  thing  ia  the 
Chriftian  world.  Whence  does  it  appear 
that  thefe  eulogies  were  fabricated  by  the 
ai<thors  of  the  works  ?  Did  they  ever  con* 
fcfs  it  to  your  Paternity  ?'*  **  Friar  Bias  (re- 
plied Prudentio)  thou  haft  fometin^es  cer7 
tain  parvoices  chefan  pieia  *•  There  is  no 
netedity  for  the  Authors'  revealing  it ;  thg 
ilyle  difcovers  it ;  nor  is  \t  eafy,  either  in 
verfe  or  profe,  to  remain  concealed  ;  and 
without  all  that  olfadtory  virtue  which  is 
pofleflcd  by  underjlan£ngs  of  very  epenpora 
to  perceive  the  Jubtlejpirtt  "which  diflinguybef 
writers  in  their  works,  as  the  author  of  the 

*  SUltnefles  wbich  excite  compaffion.  A  nhrdfe  pro- 
bably (irom  the  mixture  df  Porturucze  and  Italian)  af* 
ftAod  in  his  great  wtidom  by  the  narbadiSo. 

letter 
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letter  agai.nft  the  Rout  of  the  Alans  gal- 
Jacitlj  exprcffcB  himiblf,  any  nofe  of  the 
uaderil^ndiiigj  Jcvhich  h^  not  got  a  do}d» 
*  inay  trace  thiooi  from  the  effluvia  they  emit* 
Befides  v^hidi,  fppie  authors  are  fuch  good 
fouls  tkat  they  do  oonfefs  it  tbeaifelves^ 
And  doft  fhom  iiiink  this  is  done  from  dm^^ 
plicity  ?  Indeed  jt  is  1  ))ut  the  rogoes  fay  it 
not  with  that  viemr,  but  i>ecaufe  they  can*** 
fkot  forego  ;&ke  glory  or  the  vanity  of  ic* 
quainting  their  oonfidiuits  that  they  too 
^now  how  to  make  fonnets  as  well  as 
^thef  people,  eveathoujgh  upon  themftlves/' 

CHAP.      IV. 

^ie  fojfverjaflw  interrupted  by  the  entrgnc^ 

^Jupper, 

FR I A  &  Bias  was  about  to  reply 
when  Gre|ory  came  in  with  the 
(upper,  faying  to  them,  with  an  air  of 
ruftic  plcafantr^,  *'  Our  Fathers,  onia  ti^ 
empus  babunt^  tiempus  djjpuntandi  &  tiempus 
cenandi:  the  bleffed  St.  Fillbelly  be  with 
your  Paternities  now,  and  leave  your  cum- 
locutories  9  for  the  eggs  are  growing  hard, 
the  roaft  meat  is  a  fpoiling,  and  by  the 
(dock  of  my  belly  it  is  full  nine  at  night." 

K  k  4  '*  Brother 
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*^  Brother  Gregory  is  in  the  right  of  it," 
•faid  the  Father  Mafter ;  and  they  fat  down 
to  table.  The  fupper  was  not  fplendid, 
but  yet  decent :  a  couple  of  fallads,  a  boiled 
and  raw  one^  new-laid  eggs»  half  a  turkey 
roaftedy  fome  ha(hed  hare,  and  cheefe  and 
olives  for  defert ;  and  Friar  Gerund  diverted 
them  much  while  it  laded.  As  his  pedan- 
tic preceptor  the  Domine  Zaneas-largas 
had  his  memory  flored  with  heaps,  of  Latin 
verfes,  fentences^  and  aphorifms  for  every 
thing,  and  every  thought,  and  every  word, 
and  which  he  bolted  out  at  every  turn, 
whether  or  no  they  were  at  all  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  provided  there  was  to  be  found 
amongil  his  cento  any  (imilarity  in  found 
to  any  thing  in  the  prefent  fubjedt,  and  by 
this  means  had  acquired  amongfl  the  igno* 
rant  the  credit  of  a  monfter  of  erudition, 
and  a  well,  of  knoUitcb  as  he  was  called  in 
that  country,  his  diligent  difciple  Friar 
Gerund  endeavoured  to  copy  this  imperti* 
nence  as  well  as  ail  the  other  ridiculous  ex- 
travagancies  of  the  bleffed  Domine.  With 
this  idea  he  had  well  fluffed  his  head  with 
Latin  lines,  apophthegms,  and  common- 
places, to  fliine  away  with  upon  occafioni 
and  when  the  flow  of  erudition  was  upon 

him 
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bim,  the  little  Friar  became  an  unremitting 
diarrhea  of  Latinized  abfurdity. 

As  ibon,  then,  as  the  lettuces  prefented 
themfelves  upon  the  table,  turning  to  his 
friend  Friar  Bias,  he  aiked  him, 

Claudifi  quct  cenas  laSluca  foUhat  avorum 
Die  mihi  cur  noftras  incboat  ilia  dopes  ? 

The  Father  Predicador  found  himfelf  rather 
diflrefTed  by  the  queftion,  for  as  it  was  in 
Latin  verfe,  and  he  had  only  got  Latin 
enough  to  ferve,  and  that  but  indifferently, 
for  the.  Breviary,  he  did  not  on  the  fudden 
over-and-above  clearly  underftand  it,  and 
therefore  faid,  '<  Speak  more  plainly  if  thou 
wouldft  have  me  anfwer  thee/'  But  pre« 
fently,  upon  Gerund's  repeating  it  more 
flowly,  and  as  the  Latin  was  not  intricate 
in  itfelfj  he  comprehended  it,  and  faid, 
*•  The  meaning  of  this  is  to  aflc,  why  we 
begin  our  fupper  with  lettuce,  when  our 
fore-fathers  were  wont  to  finifh  with  it  ?" 
The  reafon  is  very  evident ;  becaufe  in  al- 
moft  every  thing  we  begin  where  pur  fore- 
fathers left  off."  "  Claudian  hath  faid  it 
(interrupted  Friar  Gerund,  applauding  the 
explanation)  capifii  qua Jinis  erat  *^'  and  the 
jVlafter  laughed  as  much  at  the  impertinent 

readinefs 
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Itadinefs  of  the  one  at  the   iblly  of  tha 
other. 

Afterwards  followed  feme  boiled  Iccks, 
with  the  heads  cut  off-,  and  fcarcely  ha4 
Gerund  feen  theih  when  he  exclaimed^ 

Fila  Tartfttini  gnmUr  redokntia  porri 
Edifti  quotUs^  ctada  daufa  dato^ 

» 

Friar  Bias  faid,  that  he  unjierftood  only 
that  the  verfe  fpoke  of  a  lepk  ^^  but  fof 
"^  the  eafe  of  his  confcience  he  mud  confefs 
that  he  did  not  know  what  it  meant.  Friar 
Gerund  then  ftt  the  words  in  order  of  con- 
AnrdHon,  ^oties  edifiifla  graviter  redolenr 
tra  tarenthti  pprri  dato  clauja  ofcuta^  pbfcr?T 
ing  to  him  by  the  way,  that  in  the  territory 
of  the  city  of  Taranto,  gfow  t^e  moft  fai? 
mous  leeks  in  all  Italy,  as  the  ^arlick  of 
Corellia  is  the  moft  famous  in  Navarre,  and 
the  afparagus  qf  Portillip  in  Old  Caftile  \ 
with  which  information  Friar  Bias  faid, 
*«  Now  I  think  I  underftand  the  meaning 
of  the  verfe ;  it  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  unlets 
}  am  miftaken,  that  whepever  one  eats 
fceka  of  Taranto,  and  I  fuppofc  the  fame 
would  happen  though  the  leeks  Qiould  be 

*  The  Spaaiib  mmI  Litki  mac  beings  nearly  the  fime. 
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pf  Upper!-iyii:lgar^  it  feenas  nther  gs  if  one 
was  kiffing  thaq  eatings  ioafiniich  as  it  i$ 
in  fz&9  rather  fucking  than  eating,  and  to 
fuck  one  pate  one's  lips  together/  '^  You 
have  hit  the  mark,  (replied  Oenrnd)  but» 
notwithilanding,  the  Latin  poet  has  not  (q 
well  explained  this  aiFair  as  the  Spaniard^ 
who  faysi 

Fruit  *  who  eats  to  rot  that's  lain. 

Froth  wIm  drinks  t]ui*:s  bf cuv^d  from  gndit. 

He  .wko  fucks  the  filmy  Loek». 

Dogs  who  kifs  who  takes  the  freak, 

Jn  each  fo  much  its  vaunted  pleafure  mifles. 

That  he  nor  Eats^nor  Drinks^  nor  Slides,  nor  Kifles* 

The  Mailer  Frudentio  did  nqtfail  to  laugh 
again,  this  time,  at  the  fimplicity  of  Ge^ 
rund,  pleafed  with  the  joke  of  the  Spani(h 
lines  he  gave  for  explanation,  and  even 
praifed  th«  happinefs  of  his  memory; 
though  he  inwardly  pitied  him  for  not  em«^ 
pk>yiiig  it  more  worthily. 

He,  who  faw  bimfelf  celedrated,  felt 
his  vanity  fomewhat  tickkd^  and  refolved 
to  iet  nothing  appear  wkhoik  fkloting  it 
with  its  difti^h.  When  the  eggs  thereforo 
came  upon  the  table  he  took  one  in  his 
b«^nd,  held  it  up  to  the  candlCt  and^  think- 

•  Medlatu 
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ing  he  difcovcred  a  chicken  in  it,  gave  a 
loud  laugh,  and  faid^ 

Candida  fi  arnee&s  circumjbut  unda  viulbsj 
HeffiriHS  Scombri  tmperet  wa  Ufu§p. 

Poor  Friar  Bias  was  ^  quite  at  a  lofs,  for 
this  was  too  much  Latin  for  a  preacher 
who  compofed  only  in  his  mother-tongue, 
and  at  a  lofs  he  would  have  remained  if  his 
good  friend  Gerund  had  not  taken  com* 
paflion  upon  him  and  given  him  this  ex- 
planation. 

Eggs,  which  th'already  gender'd  chick  infhriQc, 
Boil  in  ^he  belly  with  good  ftore  of  wine  *. 

0 

Upon  this  Prudentio  took  occafion  to  jeer 
the  Predicador  on  his  want  of  Latin,  tell- 
ing him  he  was  like  the  Par(bn  who  faid 
to  his  pariflioners,  '^  I  indeed  do  not  know 
much  of  Latin,  but  I  will  apply  myfelf  to 
the  ftudy  of  it,  and  'till  I  learn^  it  I  have 
nothing  to  dp  but. to  preach/'  ^«  None  of 
your  farcafms,  our  Father,  (replied  Friar 
Bias,  who  felt  the  fa  tire)  to  preach  there  is 
no  neceflity   to  underftand  the  Latin  of 

*  The  authoFi  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  would  have  this 
explanation  un3erftood  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
fonncr,  ^ 

6  poetsi 
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poets,  it  is  fufficient  for  me  to  conftrue  that 
df  the  Bible  tolerably,  and  as  for  that, 
Calepine  and  I  againft  any  two." 

Now  came  the  di(h  of  roafl:  meat;  which 
was  half  a  turkey,  and  as  foon  as  Gerund 
had  a  glimpfe  of  it  he  exclaimed  in  a  plain- 
tive tone, 

Miraris  quoties  gemmantes  expUeat  alas^ 
Et potes  hunt favo  trader e^  iurij  coco! 

And,  without  fu6Fering  his  friend  to  be 
diftreffed  again,  immediately  explained  it 
thus. 

The  Bird,  whofc  plumes  fo  oft  delight  thine  eye. 
Shall  thy  blind  Palate,  cruel,  doom  to  die  ! 

But  all  his  companion  for  the  poor  bird 
did  not  with-hold  him  from  dapping  his 
knife  into  the  joint  Qf  the  wing  which  he 
took  off  and  laid  upon  the  Father  Mafter's 
plate,  and  after  helping  himfelf  to  the  beft 
part  of  the  bread  (hoved  the  di(h  to  Friar 
Bias  with  whom  he  did  not  ftand  upon 
ceremony. 

To  each  draught  from  the  flagon  he  de- 
dicated a  diftich  of  the  many  which  he  had 
laid  in  for  fuch  occafions;  though  they 
fpoke  of  the  moft  famous  wines  of  Europe 

in 
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in  abcient  timc>  aiid  that  which  he  drank 
^as  a  little,  Wretched^  four  fluff  of  the 
country  ^,  but  honoured  by  film  at  his  firil 
draught  "v^ith  this  impertinence^ 


Ne  dubitiSi  mjk  R$mmlus  ipfi  mihi. 

At  the  fbcond^ 

Hoc  de  Cafarets  mihi  vlndemia  celltt 
MiJU  luUn  qum  fthi  iMun  fkuct. 

And  it  (he  third, 

a 

Hac  FundaHa  tulit  frlix  Ontutnnut  opimii 
BxprtJJlf  mklfiim  Confide  f^  ipfe  brbiu 

In  fhoft  no  draught  paffed  without  ai  Lattri 
dedication-^  and  it  apipears  from  authentic 
|»aper^  that  in  that  one  fopper  only  he 
dr^iAi  twenty  tiuMS,  and  bU  -without  any 
prejudice  fa  bts  bead,  which  was  well  iea« 
foned,  and  ftagon^proof,  from  his  baring 
been  brought  up  at  Campazas  wiCh  the  bed 
aiU:  of  the  Deferl  atid  of  CatDpo?. 

The  good  Predicador  was  aflonidied  at 
feeing   fuch  a    copiomts   ftream  of  Latin 

*  Vin4  if  h 77errai  an  Ac fiuneiiitircaB  the Freneb 
and  Italian»  Fin  dtt  pais^  and.  Vim  dil  poifa^  meaniog 
a  poor  Imalt  wkie. 

poured 
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poured  forth  by  his  bdoved  ftitnif  and 
though  he  was  unconfciout  of  its  meanin^^ 
yet  ho  delighted^  e%cn  to  drivelingi  at  the 
luftre  with  which  in  hiB  ojrinion^  hitt 
favourite  (htno  fortht  pfotefting  that  n&t^ 
withftanding  he  had  formed  an  high  iden 
of  his  genius,  he  could  never  have  believed 
it  afofe  to  fuch  a  pitch,  not  having  before 
aflifted  with  him  at  fudi  a  fdndion.  He 
wondered  how  the  deuce  be  could  carry  id 
his  head  futh  a  multitude  of  verfes,  and 
what  above  all  furpriied  him»  wat^  thd 
fuitablenefs  with  which  he  applied  fhcoou 
Gerund  indeed  never  waited  for  a  fitter  dp-' 
portunfty  of  lugging  in  his  lumbw  than 
that  of  hearing  or  £teing  fooietbing  of 
which  mention  might  be  made#  diredly  oir 
indiredlly,  in  the  Verfes  he  had  heaped  up 
in  that  afinine  memory  of  his,r  ufing  pro« 
fane  learning  merely  from  the  aflbnance^ 
juft  exa&ly  as  he  had  ufed  facred  learning 
in  the  fweetand  pleafant  falotaiion  preadied 
by  him  in  the  refectory.  But  as  honeft 
Friar  Bias  had  no  idea  of  any  other  pto^ 
priety  in  thf  uie  and  application  of  bis 
texts,  he  was  no  didinguiihef  of  cokmrs, 
and  what  founded  to  him  founded  to  him, 
(to  bfe  bi^  own  ctprefiion)  c4>afirming  hifii- 
felf  in  the  opinion  that  the  Order  had  not 

thefe 
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^efe  two.  ages  acquired  fo  bright  an  orna^ 
ocient  as  this. youth. 

His  admiration  encreafed,  .when,  on  the* 
ha(hed  hare  being  fet  upon  the  ti^le,  be' 
heard  Gerund  break  forth  with  this  tlecifive 
ientence, 

Int^  aves  Turdus^  Ji  fuid^  me  judiccy  certet  i 
Inter  quadrupedes^  gloria  prima  Lepus. 

The  Predicador  could  form  but  a  random 
guefs  at  the  meaning;  though  his  heart 
^g^gcAed  more  or  lefs  what  might  be  the 
thought,  when  he  obferved  that  no  fooner 
had  Gerund  fpoke  but  he  emptied  nearly 
half  the  di{h  upon  his  plate. '  But  the  Fa-> 
ther  Mailer  faid  in  his  ufual  good-natured 
way,  •*  Why,  man  that  opinion  of  thine, 
that  amongfl  the  birds  there  is  no  choicer 
morfei  than  the  Thrufli  and  amongft  the 
beads  than  the  Hare,  proves  that  thou 
had  as  much  tade  in  thy  palate  as  thy  un- 
derdanding,  and  that  thou  woulded  give 
as  good  a  judgment  about  a  dinner  as  a 
fermon.  J  have  always  heard  that  -  the 
Thrudi  was  but  an  extraordinary  *  of 
Friars,  and  the  Hare  a  common  didi  with 

*  Extraordinary^  liere  means  only,  beyond  the  ordi- 
nary allowance  of  the  convent. 

the 
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the  fraternities/'  *^  And  who  has  told  your 
Paternity  (replied  Gerund)  that  the  frater- 
nities have  hot  excellent  difhes^  and  Friars 
irery  delicate  extraordinaries  ?"  ^'  Subftan* 
tial,  Tgrant^  (faid  Pradentio)  but  not  de« 

licate/'  

Now  came»  by  way  of  defert^  the  cheefe 
and  a  plate  of  olives^  when  Friar  Bias 
thought  that  without  doubt  Gerund  muft 
have  emptied  his  budget^  for  what  Poet 
could  have  treated  on  fuch  things  as  olives 
and  cheefe  ?  But  he  was  pleafingly  unde- 
ceived when  he  faw  him  take  the  cheefe  ia 
one  hand  and  a  knife  to  cut  it  in  the  other» 
and  repeat  in  an  authoritative  tone  the  fol« 
lowing  pair  of  diftichs  ; 

Cafeusj  Etrufca  Jignatus  imagine  luna% 
PraftaUt  piuris  frandia  milU  tibi* 

To  virhich  he  diredly  gave  this  tranflationi 
which  he  had  fomewherc  read^ 

Cheefe,  marked  with  crefentof  the  Tufcan  Ihieldi 
A  thoufand  dinners  to  your  boys  fliall  yield. 

'*  And  it  would  be  all  onel  iuppoie^ 
(ikid  Prudentio  fmilling)  if  it  be  marked 
with  the  crelcent  of  Valencia,  fince  I  iec 
not,  whether  for  a  cheefe  or  a  cheefecake. 

V6l,L  LI  that 
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that  thiCfe  be  oiore  grace  in  otic  creTccnt 
thaB  another.  But  what!  Haft  thou  ofir 
thing  to  fay  to  the  olives  ?*'  "  1  am  coiX|f 
ing  to  that.  Father  Mafter,"  replied  Gcf 
rund,  and,  taking  half  of  thenij  faid> 

"   HaCf  qu^y  puinis  venit' fithdu£id  trapeiit^ 
huthaty  atque  tademfinit  ohvtidapes. 

Which  has  been  conftroed  thu^ 

Olives,  from  danger  of  the  prefs  releas^d^  { 

Grateful  begin  and  grateful  end  the  feaft« 


«*  Why,  thou  art  tipfy,  furcly,  (faid 
BIa»,  laugMngly)  when  did  olives  begin  the 
featt  ?"  ^  When !  (anfwered  Gerund)  v^hy 
when  people  began  to  eat  where  they  now 
leave  off,  and  when  lettuces  W:ere  ferved  for 
a  defert,  juicta  illud^ 

Claitderf  qua  tenam  la£fuca  foUbat  av$rum^  &c# 

Who  is  tipfy  notv  f  Don't  you  remember 
what  you  faid  yourfelf  at  our  fitting  down 
to  fupper,  that  we  begin  where  our  fore- 
fathers left  oiFr 

The  Father  Mafter  was  well  enoi]|gl{ 
pleafed  with  this  retort,  and  ftill  more  cgif^ 
Ermed  in  his  old  opinion^  that  Friar  G&« 
rudd  did  not  want  par ts,  but  that  the  cuiti* 

vation 
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Vatioa  and  application  of  them  h^d  been 
wanting,  particularly  tp  criticifm  ^nd  goo^i 
taftc.  The  cloth  was  now  prefeotly  takejx 
away,  when  Prudentio  got  again  upon  hi^ 
favourite  topic  of  the  Ccnfors,  on  which 
he  declaimed  fo  long  as  to  lay  Friar  Gerund 
afleep  ^s  found  as  a  top,  and  make  the  Pre- 
dicador  yawn  and  gape  fearfully,  and  hi^ 
eyes  draw  Araws.  He  found  it  therefore 
high  time  to  conclude^  and,  waking  Ce^ 
rundj  not  without  much  difHculty,  they  all 
weat  to  bed  I  the  Predicador  taking  leave 
over-night,  as  he  intended  to  be  up  very 
early  in  the  morniog  to  go  to  Jacarilla  witti 
Uncle  Badian,  his  Majordomo,  who.  It 
was  to  be  fuppofed,  would  by  that  time  be 
recovered  from  his  intemperance  and  tho 
accident  it  had  cauied. 

« 

CHAP.      V. 

9 

Friar  Gerund  banjels  the  office  of  SabattntT 
preacher  with,  a  difciplindnt  txbortation^ 

SCARCE  had  the  next  day  dawned  whqn 
a  lad  from  the  Convent  arrived  with  ^ 
letter  to  Friar  Gerund,  in  which  he  was 
commanded  by  the  Superior  to  return  as 
iboo  as  poffible,  as  he  gave  him  to  under^ 

L  1  2  '    '  (land 
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,  ftand  that  the  towh  Jwh^Td  the  OMvenC 
ftood]  ^ad  appointed  it  P^oceffidii'of  RQgfl>- 
tion  for  Rain,  tKtJri'  |^tfatly  Wtotcd^'/  & 
\vhich  the  Difcip^/n'ah'tt,  o)^  Flratemit^  of 
the  Crofs^  had  dete:i^mihedtdg6  ^nWand 
that  he  mufl  prepare'  blmfetf  t»  pr^hthe 
Exhortation.  Vctfy  greatly:  did  ovr^Saha- 
tine  preacher  rejoice  at  ^is  infMmatifnI^YS 
he  was  burfting  Ai^ith  impatience' to  &eV 
hin^felf  in  public,  and  thought  the  degrs 
ages  till  an  opportunity  arrived.  But,  lan- 
fortunately,  about  half  an  hour  before  the 
mefledger  came,  his  great  friend  the  Bre- 
dicador  Mayor  had  let  but  fat  JacarBla, 
Aviiich  he  did  not  a  little  lament^  as  his 
frieAd  would  have  given  hiiti  Gone  idea^  or 
ibme  rules,  peculiar  to  his  good  tafte,  for 

:  the  Ordering  that  kind  of  fun^Uon,  On  which 
they  had  never  yet  exprefsly  treated ;  and 
as  this  was  his  firfl  appearance  it  was  of 
great  con fequence  that  he  (hould  ooitkoo£F 
with  .  the  moft  flying  colours^  ^Jow:  he 
thought  of  confulting  on  the  poiDK  with 
Father  Prudentio  ;  but  then  he  Aid  within 
himfelf,  "  Yhis'old  fellow  W^ill  giVe^ole  Jio- 
thing  but  his  ufuarcant  t  he  wUt«(lnf(;tt)e, 
1  know,  to  talk  to^he  brethrerii  tttetiny 
mlflionary,  with  2eal,  and  ferv^ry  Mii^the 
reft  of  it  i  that  I  ^ould  tell  them^  how 
6  public 
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public  calamities  iife  dway<  the  piini(hment 
of  public  and  pciwte  crimes ;  that  I  ihould 
<a>nfirm  it  by  exaonples  of  ikcred  and  profane 
faiftpry  I  of!  wbicjti.hc  wpuld  coun  t  me  a  whole 
budget»fall»  for  tbe  old  one  knows  more 
tlEiQ  Merlin:  tbat,  afterwards  I  mufl  fall 
Hatdrally^  vpon  the  necefllty  of  appealing 
the  dy^ine  difpleafiire  by  the  means  of  pe- 
nitence»  fiAce  there  is  no  other ;  and  in 
lfaort»  that  I  (hould  drive  it  into  thern^  thiat 
*  of  thefe  means  alone  did  Jefus  Chrifl  avail 
himfelf,  (bedding  his  blood  for  our  (ins  to 
fatisfy  his  eternal  Father  and  appeafe  his . 
juft  indignation  againft  the  whole  human 
race;  and  that  upon  coming  to  this  I  (hould 
exert  all  my  powers  in  perfuading  them  to 
rend»  firft^  their  hearts,  and  afterwards  their 
(boulders,  not  in  the  fpirit  of  vanity,  but 
in  the  fpirit  of  compunction.  This  is  the 
thread  the  Father  Mafter  would  fpin,  I 
know  as  well  as  if  I  heard  him  ;  and  would 
endeavour  to  make  me  believe  that  of  fuch 
things,  and  no  other,  ought  all  difcourfes 
of  this  kind  to  con(ift ;  but— to  another 
dog  with  this  bone.  To  be  fure  I  (hould 
cut  a-  line,  figure  in  my  (irft  function  and 
appearance  in  public  to  preach  like  a  worm- 
eaten  wqe-begone  mortal,  and  fay  things 
wJbucb  any  old  woman  might  fay.     1  will 

L  I  3  ^« 
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be  far  cnongh  from  afking  a  word  of  his 
advice,  and  will  cois^ppfe  my  exbortadon 
as  God  {l*all  giyc  me.  to  fw  jigbt  witboat 
the  aififtancc  of  neigh bour&J'. 

In  this  refolution  he  went  into  ths  t^athet 
Martcr's  room,  who  was  Aillin  bed,*  ssfiid 
long' talking  about  thio  Confers  had.  givert 
him  the  head-ach,  and  made  him  pals  but 
an  inditferent  night.     He  iaformed  hi:n>  of 
the  letter  from,  the  Superior^  who  bad  fetit 
a  mule  for  him  by  the  meiTenger^  and  aik- 
cd  him  if  he  had  any  commands  te  the 
Convent.     Thi$  incident  was  far  from  be« 
ing  agreeable  to  Prudentio»  becaufc  he  had 
taken  it  for  granted  that  if  he  could  not 
totally  eradicate  his  folly  he  (hould  have 
confiderably  leflened  it  in  his  walks  and 
converfations  with  him  at  the  Grange;  but 
as  the^e  was  no  remedy  he  was  fain  to  con** 
form,  and  only   charged   him  in  general 
terriis  to  preach  with  judgment  and  piety  as 
the  fubje^  required*  faying  that  if  it  plcafcd 
Gqd  ho  intended  to  hear  hi^.     "  It  is  very 
well,  pur  Father  (replied  Friar  Gerund  very 
confidently)  let  your  Paternity  keep  yourfelf 
eafy  on  that  head;   I  doubt  not  but  that  I 
(hali  this  time,  acquit  myfelf  much  tp  yf>W 
fatisfadlion."      And  with  this  he  took  his 
leave. 

An 
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• 

An  ancient "  legend  of  the  Order  fays, 
ihat  in  all  the  waj^  from  tlie  Grange 
to  the  Convent,  which  was  not  lefs  than 
four  long  leagues,  our  Friar  Gerund  went 
fo  pcnfivc  and  fo  wrapped  up  in  himfclr 
that  he  did  not  fpeak,  riot  even  a  Tingle 
wotd,  to  the  lad  who  ran  before  the  mule ; 
tnd  what  caufed  greater  admiration  to  all 
who  knew  him,  was,  that  he  did  not  only 
not  Aop  to  take  a  draught  at  the  inn  which 
livas  an  half-way  houfe,  but  that  he  did  not 
even  fo  much  as  look  at  it,  or  know  when  he 
l^aiTed  it.  This  was  occafioned,  as  he  after* 
wards  confcffed  himfelf,  by  his  being  totally 
abfotbed  in  making  mental  notes  and  exr 
cogitating  matter  of  which  to  compofc  an 
exhortation  of  the  true  rhumbs  that  Ihould 
flrike  a  great  ftroke,  and  at  once  edablifh 
his  fame. 

Immediately  crowded  upon  his  imagina- 
tion the  confufed  ideas  of  Sterility,  Roga-y 
tion.  Fraternity,  Crofs,  Penitents,-  Pclotil- 
Ja  *>  Scourge,  Blood,  Penitents  of  Light, 
&c. ;  and  all  his  care  was  how  he  fhould 
find  in  Mythology  any  thing  which  might 

•  The  pelotilla  19  the  ball  of  wax,  &c,  u  W  liy  foanp 
of  the  DifcipUnants,  as  the  reader  has  fecu  in  the  third 
ehapter  of  the  firft  book ;  others  perform  the  funftion 
with  a  fcourge  of  fmall  cords;  ami  fometimes  with  both, 
uflug  the  pelotilla  firft  and  the  cords  afterwards. 

L  1  4  have 


^itpa&twn  mi  <lie^ A)^Ir»  ftlip  devil  a  c»ra  jUir 
itigiyie^io]^  fifl(«  by  6)H«wuig  lb»  (aa>Q  hft! 
Id4  A^d  in  the  jfenooir  p£  St.  Aitii#  ttd  j>fv 
eadifavQuaiij^ toimdilte  thai  of  thtt iniotfr: 
able  Florilcgiumt  be  iVUB-feeure  of  jjici 
afiplauiie  of  his.  andibcncOi  Which  mas  jthe 
paly  ipibjc^  he  h^  in  ^kfr^  .  ..?••/. 

For  the  article  of  ft^rility,  the  Silver  zfA 
the  Iroa  ages  readily  prefented  thcmfc^wst  ^ 
for  till  the  firft  of  thefe  men  were  a.  kiM( 
of  little  Angels^  and  the  earth  prodiu:e$i 
fpontaoeoufly  all  forts  of  fruitSs  not  oqIji 
for  faftenance  but  delight*  without  tlu; 
AeceHity  of  cultivation^  of  which  they  were 
intirely  ignorant  I  but  as  in  the  filver  ^ 
they  began^  to  be  ibmewhat  roguifli,  tbQ 
earth  IjkewUe  began  tp  be  niggardly  of  her 
ftuitf$  and  refolved  that  henceforwards  they 
iho^ld'h^ve  none  but  what  they  bought  by 
labg^,.  -But  here  was  the  difficulty*  that 
the  ppor  men^  accuftomed  to  abundance 
and  cafe^  did  not  know  how  to  cultivate  it* 
|iU  Saturn,  taking  their  cafe  into  his  cbm- 
pa&oiiate.  coniidecation,  came  dowo  fiom 
Heavi^n^r  ^od  taught .  them  the  ufe  o£  ridbe 
J^»doand,the  plough*  in  order  thaCrupw 
paying  down  their  fwcat  and.Uboiif»;.the 
t ^rih  ibould  furniih  them  with  foodt    Bot 

then 


tlieii  it  occQfrcd  ca  hkn  f haft  tki^  tras  aeti 
much  to  the  pufpofc/  l>edai}fd  the  queftfoci 
hvre  was  tiot  coiieeniiiig;.(leriHty  from  want 
of  CkAAvitiM,  but  froQi  want  of  Ram,  and:- 
fbriiits  it  wa9  M  heod&fy  to  bavt  a  fabk 
M  to  huve  bread  ta  eat*' 

Iti    that   inftant   however   he   happUjr 
thought  of  the  Iron  age,  in   which  tho^ 
Mftb  would  abiblutely  produce   nothing, 
whether  cultivated  or  not ;  and  the  reafofi 
was  becaufe  the  Gods  abfolutely   dehieJ^ 
rain  in  punifliment  of  the  wickednefs  of 
Ricn,  who  were  become  very  rafcally  and 
thought  of  nothing  but  cheating  one  an<* 
Other  continuallyf  as  is  obferved  by  the  mofi 
learned  Cond^    Natal    [Natalis    Comes.} 
Great  was  his  joy  when  he  found  him^ 
ielf,  he  did  not  know  hoWi  with  (b  fuit-r 
f  ble  an  introdudion ;    and  noting  -  it   iii 
the  unbound  book  of  his  memory,  he  went 
on  to  revolve  in  his  imagination  fomemat- 
ters  of  Mythology  which  might  be  applied 
to  the  affair  of  Rogation. 

After  a  little  digging  came  opportunely 
the  ftimous  caf«  of  Bacchus^  when 'findihj^ 
|)imftlf  in  the  deicrts  of  Arabia^  where  He 
was  travelling  upon  fome  bufinefs  of  con* 
fequebce^  and  dying  with  third,  from  not 
meeting  with  a  drop  of  water   in  tbofc 

fandy 
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litidjr  waftcs,  he  got  together  the  (faepherd^ 
of  the  neighbourhc^odt  and  forming  with 
them  a  devout  prtcefliort  of  Rogation  in 
honour  of  the  God  Jupiter,  he  offered  to 
build  him  a  temple  if  he  would  fuccour  him 
in  that  diftrefs ;  and  immediately  Jupiter 
a jipeared  in  the  form  of  a  ftout,  well-ap- 
pointed^ fuperbly- horned  Ram,  who,  (crap- 
ing with  his  foot  in  a  certain  part,  fprung 
a  copious  fountain  of  fwect  water  $  and  the 
happy»  grateful  Bacchus  fulfilled  his  vow» 
building  to  the  God-Rjim  the  firft  templo 
with  the  title  of  Jupiter  AmnfK)n.  He 
congratulated  himfelf  much  upom  this 
lucky  hit,  efpecially  when  he  knew  after-^ 
wards  that  the  Majordomo  of  the  frater<- 
nity  t)f  the  Crofs  that  year  was  calltd  Paf- 
qu^l  Carnero  [Ram,]  and  be  proposed  in 
bi^  mind  to  make  him  Jupiter  Ammouj^ 
wi4h  which  bethought  he  had  found  a  trea* 
fare  for  the  principal  circumftance  in  the 
luhjed):,  ^fad  held  it  beyond  a  doubt  that 
from  that  time  there  would  be  no  fr atcr-« 
nity  f^rmon  which  he  ihould  not  be  n>oA 
ialicitouily  urged  to  preach. 

He  was  confirmed  in  this  good  opinion 
of  himfelf  and  his  great  fu(ficiency,  wlieri, 
in  order  to.  touch  upon  the  fraternity  itfelf, 
compofed  for  the  moft  pUrt  of  hulbahd- 

« men. 
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men»    he  thought  of  tht'jtmiarvaliOii  or 
facrifices  in  hoopiir  of  the  goddefs  Ceres, 
Tattlar'y  of  the  ft&Ws  tad  harrefts^  over 
which  j^drifices  prefidcd  a  kind  of  fn^ter*** 
Tilly,  cofBpofcd  of  a  dozea  brethren  ;wbo 
w^re  calkd  Fratres  Aj^oUs^  that  isr  Bre- 
tbreh  of  the  Fields  deriviogthoir  mmc  from 
ArvusArvit  which  has  that  figmiicacioD  i 
for  though  it  is  true  ihat  thefc  were  no 
more  than  twelve,  and  the  l^rcthrein  of  the 
Crofs  were  above  an  hundred^  this  appear-^* 
ed  (o  Jbim  a  triAing  matter ;  iince  if  the^ 
nueiber  Seven  in  Holy  Scripture  fignifies  a 
ngtuUitude,  much  more  may  be  iigniiied  ia 
Mythology  by  the  number  Twelve. 
.  Where  he  found  himfclf  a  little  grwell-^ 
edi  was»  to  find  fome  piece  of  erudition  of 
gpod.tafte  which  might  allude  to  fraternity 
of  the  Crofsf  and  after  having  puzzled  his. 
brains  for  fome  time  without .  getting  any^ 
thing   to   pleaie  him»    his  good    foituiie. 
bi'ought  him  an  admirable  thought^  which 
at  the  fame  time  was.  moil  bdimily. adapted . 
to  the  aggravating  circumftancaof  the  Crof^ 
and  to  that  of  The  Penitents,  of  c^iogd, 
which  had  not  given  him  lefs  anx;iety  than 
the  other.     He  recolledbed  to  have  read  it) 
ajfi  extraordinary  bopk  called^  An  Idea  ^'  a 
mm  General  Hiftory  of  North  America,  hoyr 

the 
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the  Indians,  in  honour  of  the  God  Izeom 

fauijui^  who  ^as  the  Gbd  pf  Fife,  went  to 
the  mountains  jfor  a  great  tfee,  whith'tbrf 
<coiidu(£ted  with  attendant  multttodei,  'm\i^ 
Syo^  and  great  apparatus  to  the  court  tX 
tile  teipple;  there  they  barked  it  With  tt^ 
traordinaiy  ceremonies  i  afterwards  they 
raifed  it  in  the  fight  of  all  the  peoplcj,  that 
they  might  fee  it  had  the  due  height  pre- 
fcribed  by  law ;  then  they  lowered  it  and 
every  one  adorned  it  with  certain  papers 
crimfoned  with  their  own  blood ;  haViirg 
done  which,  they  raifed  it  again  with  great 
.  {ttt^ntion,  devotion,  and  reverence :  then 
the  mailers  took  their  flaves  upon  their 
ihoulder^  and  danced  with  them   round  a 

« 

large  Jbonfire,  lighted  near  the  tfee,  and» 
lYhen  the  poor  flaves  thought  leaft  of  it, 
£ui)g  them  headlong  into  the  flames  and 
jburnt  them  to  aflies* 

It  is  not  to  be  conceived  how  much  the 

blefled  Friar  Gerund  rejoiced  and  gloried 

in  this  mofl:  fuTperlatively  happy  hit,  for  in 

th^t  alone  he  found  all  that  was  neceflary 

.  fqr   what,  remained.      Here    was   a  ti^ee 

brQUght  from  the  mountain  whh  Awh 

•,  c^re^ipny,  and  raifed  with  great  devotion 

I  in  the  court  of  the  Temple.    What  fymbol 

;  ^can  he  more  proper  for  the  Tree  of  the 

■  Crofs  ? 
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Crofs  ?  It's  being,  barked  afterwards  deftroys 
|iQlbiog  of  its  prqprlety.  Here  are  papers 
jdyed  ip  the  blogd  of  the .  brethren,  who 
faii^  the  tree;,  could  a  thing  be  painted 
nspre.exa^ly  to  f^jt'the  penitents  of  blood  ^ 
3ince,  whether  thefe  ^^p  Paper  or  Skirts 
.with  their  blood  is  a  mere  quibble  upon  a 
^wcfd^  efpeciaUy^  as  It  is  .well  known  that 
theifi  very  fkirts^  being  llneo,  will  one 
.day  becQme  paper.  Here  are  Mailers  who 
..dance  round  the  tree  and  the  bonfire  with 
their  (laves  upon  their  (houlders,  whom 
they  afterwards  throw  into  the  flames,  and 
then  (land  laughing  at  them  j  a  very  natural 
image  of  the  Penitents  of  Lights  who  are 
.as  it  were,  the  Maflers  of  the  Fraternity, 
.and  only  incite  the  Penitents  of  Blood  to 
burn  themfelves  with  the  firebrand  of  the 
fcourge^  or  the  live- coal  of  the  pelotilla; . 

A.thoufand  congratulations  did  he  give 
.himfelf  upon   this  provifion  of  materials, 
the  moft  exquifite^and  mofl  fuitable  to  the 
..  fubjcft  that  (acccording   to    his   way    of 
thinking)  could  have .  been  brought  toge- 
ther :..  and  now  did  he  wifh  heartily  that 
tl^  .c^hortatiQ(x  ,w^re  to  be  preached  the 
\^  ypry.n?xt  day,  that  he  might  make  himfelf 
'  ;.km)wn.  a^  foon  as  poflible  y  (ihce  having 
onec  laid  in  tlie  niaterialsi  he  thought  he 

could 
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t^Duld  difpofc  them  in  a  couple  of  hours» 
tffpcclally  as  the  whole  was  to  be  con- 
4intd  within  very  narrow  lioiits^  fuch  beiog 
the  cuftom  he  had  obferved  upon  thefe 
bccafions,  when  he  had  hirofelf  been  pre- 
sent, the  preacher  beginning  only  juft  as 
the  proceffioii  is  forming ;  and  as  to  the 
getting  it  by  heart,  that  gave  him  little 
concern,  for  his  memory  was  really  happy, 
«nd,  as  they  fay,  affinine,  fignifying  that 
it  was  as  ftrong  as  an  afs,  and  with  as  iittl6 
grace  or  judgment. 

But  yet,  on  further  refledlng  upon  all 
the  circumflances  of  this  laft  piece  of  my- 
thological erudition,  he  could  not  reft  per-* 
fcftly  fatisfied,  as  it  feemcd  to  him  that 
the  application  of  the  paper  dipped  in 
blood  to  the  penitents  of  the  fraternity  was 
rathiei^  violent ;  and  though  he  thought  that 
it  might  pafs  in  a  cafe  of  ncctffity,  op 
forced-put,  or  at  a  village  where  there 
might  not  be  any  other  critics  or  ccnfors 
than  the  Barber  and  the  Notary ;  yet  he 
was  very  defirous  of  finding  fomcthing  morfe 
luridly  appofite  to  penitents  of  bloocj,  the 
better  to  infure  his  fhining,  and  to  avoid 
the  hypercritical  remarks  of  fcrupulous 
gentry,  of  which  there  were  fome  in  the 
convent,  and  iikewifc  in  the  town,  which, 

as 
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%%  we  have  before  obfefved^  was  tokrably 
well  inhabited^  being  neither  fuch  a  defect 
as  Quintanillia  del  Monte»  nor  i^  populo^na 
iji8  Cadiz  or  Seville, 

In  this  anxiety  he  was  drawing  nesr 
botne^  as  penfive  as  you  pleafe^  and  not  ^ 
little  vexed  with  himfelf,  when  on  a  fui- 
iien  he  gave  a  great  fhour,  accompanied 
by  ft  fmart  flap  with  the  pahn  of  his  hand 
on  the  pummel  of  the  faddle,  and  broke 
Dut  with,    *•  Was  there  ever  fuch  a  blocte- 
b^adasl!    la  this  fame  admirable  book^ 
^be  Idea  of  a  new  General  Hijiory  of  North 
America f  a  few  pages  after  what  is  related 
of  the  tree  of  the  bloody  papers  in  horfouc  • 
of  the  God  Izcocauhqui,  I  remember,  to  : 
have  read  two  things,  which  I  immediately 
took  notes  of  againft  fuch  an  occaiion,  and 
they  are  fo  born  as  it  were  for  it  that  if  J 
myftlfhad  feigned  them,  they  could  not 
have  fitted   more   to  an   hair.     They  arc 
both  in  the  tenth  fedtion,  which  treats  oa 
the  fymbols  of  the  Indian  months,  accordr 
ing  to  Gemelli  Carreri^  and  the  firft  of 
them  fays  thas,  for  I  am  fure  of  it  as  if  I 
bad  the  book  in  my  hand. 

'•  Tozoztii,  the  fymbol  of  the  fecond 
month,  means,  A  bleeding  or  pricking  oftbf 
veins  i  forafmuch>  as  on  the  fecond  day  of 

this 
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this  xnoDthi  the  Indians,  either  with  dtt 
points  of  the  Maguey  "^^  or  their  racsors  of 
flinty  drew^  blo6d  in  token  of  repentance, 
from  their  thighs,  (hins,  ears,  and  arms, 
and  fafted  at  the  fame  time.-— Their  peni- 
tential fefUval  was  dedicated  to  the  God 
^kloc,  the  God  of  Rain."  And  farther  on : 
^'  They  who  had  the  office  of  making 
Xucbiks,  or  nofegays,  at  particular  times 
of  the  year,  called  Xocbimanque^  kept  a 
feflival  in  their  third  age-f*  to  the  Goddeft 
^Cbivfilticue,  which  is  as  much  as  to  fay, 
the  Petticoats  of  Women  or  by  another  name, 
Coatlatona^  the  Goddefs  of  Twins. ^^ 

**  The  fecond  is  as  follows,  without 
•wanting  a  tittle. 

^*  Huetozozt/i,  the  fuperlative  of  7ozoztK» 
and  iymbol  of  the  third  month,  means,  ui 
great  priciking  or  bleeding  i  becaufe  on  the 

^  An  American  treei  the  leaves  of  which  end  m  t 
fiiarp  ftroDft  point,  ferVing  either  for  a  pin  or  neecUe  ; 
from  the  fibres  of  the  leaf  is  made  thread.  This  extia- 
ordinary  tree,  according  to  Father  Jofcph  de  Acofta^s 
account,  J^iat.  jtlift-  India,  yields  befides  water,  wioe» 
oil,  vinegari  honev,  and  many  other  things.  The  fap, 
plentifully  iflliing  from  an  aperture  in  the  trunk»  is  fweet 
and  cooling,  and  drank  as  water ;  letting  it  fouri  it  is 
vinegar  i  half- bailed,  it  is  mufti  fuIl-boile<^  winei  attl  * 
boiled  to  %  confiftence,  honev. 

t  The  Spaniards  divide  the  life  of  man  into  ievija 
ages :  childhood,  boyhood,  adolcfcenceA  youth,  virility^ 
dd-age,  and  decrepitude. 

Ddclajr 


dc!^  of  the  rtiri,  wliTch  wiis  generally 
tvont'  to  begin  'aboiit  this  time,  corrcfpond- 
ing  to  otir  Aprils '  their  penitence  was 
heightened,  blood  drawn  more  copioufly, 
the  fflcriftcfcs' greater,  and  the' fads  more 
icvire.  The  feftlval  was  made  in  honour* 
ef- the  God  Citcblt^  the  Ood  of  Maize/ o^ 
Indian'  corn,  &c.  Thefe  two  jewels  did 
I  fairly' fct  in  my  note-book,  «nd  thence 
transfer  to  my  memory^  and  yet  'was  1 
racking  tny  brains  for  others  to  adapt  to 
the  principal  circumftaiices  of  the  fubjedl ! 
But  where  are  more  cxquifite  to  be  found  ? 
Whcre>  more  new  !  Where  more  cxadly 
exit  oat  for  the  purpofc !  Here  I  have  ftcri-^ 
lity  of  the  eatth  from  Want  of  water ;  here? 
1  have  ^iahc,  the  God  of  Rain  ;  here  I  have 
a  proceflion  of  penitents  of  blood,  and  cvid 
in  the  month  of  Hueytozoitliy  which  is  the 
Very  month  of  April,  in  which  we  now  • 
are,  and  in  which  our  proceffion  is  to  be 
made  j  here  I  have  XucBUes  and  Xocbiman  - 
fue^  that  is,  thofe  who  make  tamllUtes  or 
famaih,  for  there  is  no  great  diifcrcntfe  *  j 

*  2Ma  great  Mwalcm  An  iIm  fiund^  Friar  <#era»d 
tocaof,  beiwceo  the  two  wojds,  I^nmlUus^  and  Ramaki  i 
W  dit  former  fignifiei  the  nofegaya  made  by-  the  Xochi- 
vianfUe,.  aiid  the  budft-  tba  cords  or  fjcouiges  ufed  by 
ibe  difciplinants* 

r.  !•  Mm  her* 
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here  I  h^vQ  Caatl^top^^  .or  the  j>eui€04U:«f 
wocncoy  things  exactly  Jifce  which*  U^f  Po- 
j^iteats  xnud  occeflariiiy  wear ;  and  in  £bort» 
here  I  have  an  India>  ^r\a*  now  would  I  laot 
change  myfelf ,  for  forty-  Friar  .@|^ir<$$c  W*^. 
for  as  many  authors  of  FlorilegiiuQS.as  ,])0|tk 
the  £ftreinaduras  -f*  could  prod.i}ceu/  Uutp 
hold !  this^  mufl:  not  prevent  my^^^r  .7<M^ 
rating  both^  as  my  maflersjt  as  iny  modislfs 
as  ooy  great  originals  in  the :  fdOoltjT.  X 
pcofefe."  >    •  . 

Tranfported  with  thcfe  thoughts^  and 
altnoft.  ma^l  ,with  joy,  .oqr  little  Friar  ^iv- 
rived  at  the  Convent-gate,  dira>piuited9 
prefented  himfelf  before  the  Supcriqrf^  re* 
ceived  his  Benedicite»  made  his  bow.  re- 
tired  to.  his  cell,  untucked  and  put  himfelf 
in  order^  took  a  good  pull  at  a  flafk  of 
wine,  and' without  delay  fet  his  hands  to 
their  taik,  labouring  bis  exhortation  ,fo 
ftrcnijoyfly  that  he  £ni{hed  it  befor.e  )m 
flept;  and  on  the  day  of  the  p/oceflion, 
which  was  attendc4  by  much  people  from 
all  the  neighbourhood   round  about,,  by 

t  Plaving  on^the  word  Florilegium  ;  the  pTOvincc  oi 
Eftremaiiira  is  nccounttA  tfie  rhoft  rich  ah^lHfiftdtfttrin 
Spain,  and  confcquehdy  moft  abouridhigMn'flowcit. 
Tlje  other  Eftremadura  is  in  Portugal ;  both,  called  Vy 
Ams  --name  from  having  txtrcmc  borders  a)>frartts  'tbc 
Moors*  ,.'•.,'•  \7 . . 

.Anthony 
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Anffiony  Z^tes  and  ffis  wife»  a^d  likewife 
by  the  Father  Mailer  *Pirddcrttia,  -who  re- 
turned from  the  Grange  the  night  before, 
lie  delivered  y^iA  graeeful  confidence  the 
lolloping  piece  of  admirable  oratory,  faiths 
fully  copied  A^om  the  original.       ' 

.  ^*  To  the  auriferous  age  of  innocence ; 
tmniho  inter  innocentes  .manus  meas :  in  uni^ 
terrupted  track  fucceeded  the  argent  li^fba 
of  defedive  floth  s  argentum  &  aurum  nul^ 
Uus  concupiru  Yet  the  peccability  of  mor-- 
tals  arrived  not  to  degree  lethalic,  but  ap« 
pfojMnquated  to  be  nigrefcent  maculation 
on  their  priftine  niveous  candour ;  poctUa 
tor  tar eo  baud  aderant  nigreJaSla  veneno.  The* 
aftoniflied  Gods,  ego  dixi  dii  ejiis^  deter« 
H^ined  to  obftruft  the  violation  of  eftabliihed 
order  by  adotonttory  grace — admirably  here, 
fays  the  author  of  the  Symbolic  World,  ante 
diem  ^tf^^— -and  -  paralogized  corredlion  in 
preludes  of  caftigation ;  corripe  eum  inter 
te  &ipJumfolum. 

•  *•  ThoKmothcrCybele— thelearnedknow 
that  in  the  fabulous  Ethnic  Lexicon  this 
difcriminative  appellation  is  on  the  earth 
in^pofed^  Terra  autem  erat  inanis  Sf  vacua^^ 
the  mother  Cybele — Cybeleta  mater ^  as  the 
Erobofcis-Poct  elegantly  fings — the  mother, 
Cybele^    virho  till   then   fpontaneated  her 

M  m  a  produc-. 
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prddudiohSy  now^refolved  upon  ntpL&Sth 
uolcis  they  were  rtciprocateil  ftir  by  the 
loilfome  labour  6f  the  bbmld  cthtnit^i-hi 
colunma  nubis»  Bot»  Oh!*  Hcbfefis!  how 
was  the  calsrohons  agricbSift  ta  ehAbrate 
without  the  ioftrtnineiita)  caofe  for  ettlttfi^ 
tion^  and  if  altogether  ignorant  of  x\m  dta-« 
terial  caufe  of  the  efficient  for  the  iftftlhl^ 
ment?  ^acumpte  ignorant  ila/^bemaHf^qm^ 
moi^fat  ijhdd?  CommiferatiDg  Sattrrntrs  deJP- 
ceoded  from  Olympus^  hetglitf  d^fimHit  Jt 
calis,  and  taught'  man  the  tofamidudion  of 
the  refcindent  fpade^  atid  t  the  dividing. 
flonghf  terra  ^detur  aratra^  Has  yow 
eotnprehenfion  grafped  it.  Mortal  Hearers  f 
Then  have  I  fully  proved  that  puniifaoMnr 
is  produced  by  iin :  £/  ^caium  meum  etmtVm 
nfe  eft  femper.  BtH  we  are  yet  in  aberrailo» 
from  the  poiat. 

.  «•  To  the  argent  feafon  fucceedtd  *ftr 
fccle  hight  ferruginous ;  Speculum perigntm^^ 
and  though  that  faw  inftrumcnts  for  culfi- 
vatiofv,  and  'merr  pbf&fled  of  feientrific 
qomprchentiom  of  their  ufe,  fojfedk  me^'in 
initio  viarum  fuarumy  the  obftrudcd  Cybe- 
kian  mother  correfponded  with  fterlKiy  jo 
the  toils  of  the  agric6lift  ;  et  f^tUr  inAts^ 
t^ricola^  eft.  Here  the  objeftive  it^terWg^* 
tion  :  if  the  adunque  ixon  tetorted  oh  h^r 

2  *  -  with 
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•    * 

with  its  furrows*  if  the  {harpened  (hafe 

called  loqdly  «by  Us  ilrolces*  why  did  (he 

not  Uftea  and  Jber  4::qvei^ant  keep  ?    Why 

did  not  the  Earth,  protend  her  verdurous 

o^erings  i    How  opportUQ?  does  Lyra  aq- 

fwer!  becaqfe  the  /tony  Heavens  denied 

:  the  pluvial  drop^-'^non  pluit  mnfes  Jeptcm^ 

^3ut  what  motive  could. induce  that  Aar- 

ftuddcd  canopy  to  fuch  durity  fevere  ?  Car-* 

tarius  appofitily  fays,  becaufe  fins   were 

multiplied  by  the  fcelerat  ions,  of  men--r£^ 

delicti  mea  efe  cumJUiis  bominum^    But  now 

what  remedy  apply?    Hear    the  fapient 

^^ythologiA/ 

'«  Let  the  oajSghty  Bacchus  flidedown  from 

*  the  ^eieftial  vaulted  roofs  i  let'  him  teach 

the  mortal  to  cOmpi^n^fy  and.  implore  the 

[clemency  of  the  Thunderer  with  penitent 

rogation««^7lf  rogamusi  audinost  Let  biOi 

offer  worihip  and.faicrifices  on  future  altarst 

^nd  Jupiter  Ammon  will  himielf  defcend, 

.  who  is  the  f^me  as  Ram,  and  with  a  ible 

,ftroke  of  his  foot,  or  under  his  foot-folct 

^hall  fpout  the  liquid  to  fatisfy  the  thirty 

Xbul,   aad  fertilize  campaigns~pZ)^^!«iAV 

^^fui  in  lo€o  Ciimp^ri.     The  learned. neod 

iMt  application •$  Aoref  but  the  Icfs^wife 

fxiay  (land  in  need  thereof.     Have  not, 

thep^ .  the  doud4  for  feven  lon§^  months 

M  m  3  denied 
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denied  their  falutiferous  droppi ng  fweaU  ^ 
Have  not  the  fymptoms  of  a  ftony  earth  fr&in 
this  negation  fp^^ng^Let  therefore  a  deu 
voutrogation  be  enafted  ^  let  the  bretbf€!i^ 
of  the  Crofs  of  Penitents  go  forth ;  let  pri* 
fide  their  worthy  Majordomo  Jupiter  Am- 
mon»  Pafqual  Ram,  from  underneath  the 
feet  of  whom,  de  fub  cujus  pede;  ftiajl  ftart 
the  copious  founts  fecundifying  fields, 

H^rriia  p&  eampot  bam  bhn  bcmbarda  finahan^m 

Furtheitnore;  in  the.facred  lines  is  cele- 
brated much  the  Pafqual  Lamb*— ^jfjyiri 
Pafchalis:  the  judicious  know  that  of 
Lambs  are  formed  Rams ;  therefore  our 
illuftrious  Majordomo  Pafqual  Ram  muft 
in  fealbn  infantine  have  been  a  Pafqual 
Lamb,^  The  illation  is  innegable.  But 
all  ha^  not  yet  been  faid. 

**To  the  frugiferous  Ceres,  tutelary  god«- 
defs  of  the  fields  and  harvefts  were  of- 
<  fered  thofe  facrifices,  Ambarval  'called« 
and  folemn  procefiions^  went  rouod  fhc 
M^%%4mbarvaks  hcftia.  And  who  t  were 
tbofe  of  whom  thefe  piroceffions  werQlp^lAq 
^^9^\j  formed?  Certain  brethren  .devOutc. 
ycleped  Arvalcs,  ^^ii?Z?/yH»<'fr^j5<twhQi  aa 
(he  bfft  jbterpteters  Oipine^  ivy^r^  aU  Ag^' 

\     '  cpliftSt 
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coltfts*  This  is  not  the  ofFspring  of  tny 
head  inventive'i^  *l»5/a(£fertcd  "by  Cato  moft 
profound,  A^barvatta^xelebrabant  Ar^oaUs 
fr€ttrHt  cireumeupHr'  campos^  &  litabant 
jimiarvaks  Hojiias^  To  whom  did  they 
immolate  ?  It  is  already  {aid  ;  to  the  god- 
ded Ceres,  which  is  derived  from  Cera 
fWaxJ  to  denote '  alfo  the  penitents  of 
Light.     Fos  efiis  Lux  mundi. 

**  But  left  the  impertinent  or  fcrupulous 
critic  (hotild  complain  that  the  Penitents  of 
Blood  alfo  are  not  duly  honoured  with  our 
'notice,  come  with  me,  and  you  ihall  fee, 
that  this^fanguinary  fandimony  of  the  bre- 
thren is  not  the  invention  of  modfcrn  times, 
as  fome  ignorants  would  perfuade,  but  the 
pradice  of  mod  antique  fraternity,  in  all 
^ges  and  all  climes  received..  Come!  Up! 
Give  to  America  feptentrional  a  leap. 

*•  There  will  you  fee  the  God  TIal6c,  fu- 
perintendant  of  the  Rains,  denying  pro-> 
caciodfly  what  he  wifhes  to  confer^  and 
BOt  induc(id  to  let  them  fall  in  the  month 
of  TogtetH,  which  is  the  month  of  March'. 
There  you- will  fee,  to  movd  him  to  foft 
pity,  how^  the  Indiansj  armed 'with'JfeETgt/^i 
or  (b»pened  flint,  blood  from  theSt  bodies 
<very  part  will  draw  in  copious'  flt^iims. 
There  you  will  fee  the  ftill  incenftd  Tla)6e 

*  M  m  4  perie- 


pcrfcv^rtng  ip  his  angiy  frown  in^e  tnofitli 
of  HUeytozoztlii  which  to  April  comfs 
ponds,  the  month  of  prefeni:  c|ttc»  ftiU 
deny  the  rain  for  the  reigmn|^  6ns  of  mea, 
whpi  repentant,  augment  fe?eritjri  4(pd  draw 
lill  it  dreams  along  upon  the  giouml  -  thor 
life's  warp  blood  ijnth  tigotom  JSmc/^Iu^ 
that  is,  by  violence  of  fcoufgc^  bathing  lii 
it  the  gcddefs  f!6iva(ticue,  which,  the  Ddty 
4pf  ]P£tticoats  import6|  and  diredliag  4hp 
penitent  proce/Iion  to  the  temple  of  Cit^( 
the  God  of  Maizf,  tp  the  end  th?(^  inter- 
ceding and  uniting  with  the  great  Tlalte^ 

^  he  may  £;pd  the  fa|utiferous  drops  to  (oofen 
the  bowels  of  th.e  hard-bound  earth  for 
the  gracious  deliveiranc^  of  herfruits* 

I .  ..M  ttioKVf  then,  my  brethren,  at  fight  of 
*f&^*ex^inpks,  asc^cacipus  aS  opportune, 

•-Vbat  may  we  not  eypeft  tp  fee  you  idp  ?  By 
what  are  ypu  detained?  §luid  fa^is  m  f^ 
^ferna  domo  dilifaU  fjfiiles  f  Why  dp  yoii  de- 
lay to  (eise  with  courage  ilput  find  holy 
thoic  candid  Xuc^i/eSg  and,  convoctiting 
firft  the  purple  humour  to  the  camoflties 

*  pofl-^tergate,  then  dcaw  it  forth  with  the 
cerated  Magueys,  ti^l^  £i>ppiog  '^  ^4  pair 

•  iage  the  a^bicant  C&i^h^'cufi,  it  wai^  Iit 
berally  the  hard^^ned  ei^th,  Gutt^Jt^gwU 
4i€urti^Hsi»(etrami  Behold  I  yc(a|tliAxU 

our 
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fivr  divine  ThIkU  inconied !  ficbojd  I  t;be 
bttoeficcnt Cf/ceii inhu rueful  wrath.. takes 
part!  Ituq»  ruq^  |o  j^pe^ie  thcml  FWp 
nyp  tp  dq)recAte .  their  raget  ScisiOp  ^g^m 
I  hy,  thofe  Xufiiks ;  take  well  the .  piea- 
iiice  of  thofe  M^U^^i  wd  let  the  red 
Uquac  babbie  from  your  fhould^ers*  Thu3 
will  you  appeafe.  the  anger  of  the  Gods  i 
thus  iviil  you  make  atonement  for .  your 
£n9'i  thus  will  yqu  obtain  for  your  fields 
epithal$fo  of  prolific   xziur'-^njugis 

ingret^m  Uete  dtfcendit^  and  for  your  owd 
ibuls  fqfi^reigo  epicycles  of  fupreme  graces 
the.  fecure  pledge  of  future  and  eternal 
gloryi  ^uam  mibi  &  voiu^  &c.** 

He  had  not  well  pronounced  the  laft 
word, .  when  the  churcK  refounded  with 
ihoata  from  under  all  the  cowls  .as  Icmd  a* 
if  they;had  pafTed  through  a  ipeakiogtrmn**. 
petf  or  at  I^fl  a  fanpel»  which  faid>  Bcavo 
Father  Friar  Qerundl  Braviifixx)o  Father 
Friar  Gerund ! .  And  what  is  n>ore,  tht  Fe^ 
Qitents  were  ib  moved  by  the  exhortation, 
though,  not  a  ibul  of  them  underflood  a 
Wocdof  |t,  tbatf  attheiaftant,  they  threw 
off  their  cloaks  with  the  moi^  cour9geQU( 
zeal,  and  began  to  apply  their  inftruments 
pf  flagellation  W|th  fuch  power»  that  before 
lluey  got  out  of  the  xrhurch  there  was  blpod 
.    ^  enough 
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enough  fpilkd  upon  the  pavement  to  bsv^ 
imde  black-puddings*  The  women  *  who 
nxrcrc  ftbout  the  aunt  Catania  gave  her  a 
thouiand  embraces  and  a  thoufand  kiiiesy 
plentifdily  bedewing  her  face  at  the  ^  fame 
time  with  the  ofitrrings  of  their  eyes  and 
nofes  out  of  pure  tendernefs;  and  telling 
her  jthat  £he  was  a  thoufand  times  happy  in 
being  the  mother  of  fuch  a  fon.  An  old 
prieft  belonging' to  the  churchy  who  ftood 
by  Anthony  Zotes,  and  who»  notwith-^ 
ftanding  his  having  been  plucked  three 
times  in  the  eiamination  for  the  fub-dlaa>»' 
inate^  once  for  the  diaconate,  and  twice  fo^ 
the  priefthood,  was  yet^  on  account  icf  his 
age  and  his  good  life,  a  refpeiStable  man» 
giving  him  a  {iriSt  embrace^  faid  to  hixdp 
*•  Signior  Anthony,  fifty  and  two  Exhor-» 
tattons  to  the  Difciplinants  have  I  heard 
in  this  church  fince  I  have  been  an  un-^* 
worthy  prieft  of  it,  as  I  have  the  honour  to 
be»  but  fuch  an  Exhortation  as  this>  or  any 
thing  comparable  to  it»  I  never  did  hear^  nor 
do  I  believe  I  ever  (hall  hear :  God's  bbiff-*^ 
lag  go  with  the  little  Gerund  j  and  may  his 
majcfty  not  take  my  life  till  I  fee  him  taPcsHl 
ientado! 

It  ia  4eft  to  the  pious  knd  curious  reader - 
to  conceive  how  Uncle  Anthonjr  ai^.Me^' 
*  -  dam 
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dam  Catania  felt  themfelves  at  being  eye 
afnd  ear-witnefles  of  thefe  praifes  and  ap^ 
plaufes  of  their  (on  :  and  a  thing  to  be  con« 
ceived  likewife  rather  than  related,  is  the 
vanity  and  feIf*fati$fa£tion  which  at  that  in* 
ftant  took  poffeffion  of  the  heart  of  Friar 
Gerundf  at  hearing  his  own  loud  and  re- 
peated acclamations.  But  as  the  joys  df 
this  life  are  of  ihort  duration,  and  as  ic 
generally  happens  in  the  midfl:  of  our  greats 
eft  triumphs  that  fome  untowardly  difaftef 
will  admonish  us,  that  we  are  ftill  but  mor«* 
talst  bis  ill  fortune  contrived  that  poor  Friar 
Geraad  (hould  receive  fuch  a  knock  on  the 
pate,  immediately  upon  his  coming  dowh 
from  the  pulpit,  in  the  very  vcftry  of '  the 
churchy  as  to  a  pate  of  lefs  tenacity  might 
have  given  a  new  turn. 

It  happened  that  there  wa^  at  that  time 
in  the  town,  upon  a  recruiting  party,  a 
Captain  of  a  marching  Regiment,  a  fenlibk, 
well-read,  free,  open  man,  who,  having 
beard  the  Ei:hortation,  and  ftruggling  one 
.  while  with  his  anger  and  another  with  hte 
laughter,  determined  at  laft  to  entertain 
bim^lf  a  little  in  mtiting  the  preacher; 
and  therefore  coming  into  the  veftry  he  rail 
pp'to  him  dirediy,  and,  giving  him  in 
mpckery*  a  tight  fquecze,  faid  with  a  foldier«« 

like 


,|40       T3ic   HI  STOREY'  rf 

like  gaiety,   <^Tp  fpeak'iBgttiuouflyi  «diy 

.  dear  little  Father,  tfao'  I  have  rambled  nmeb 
about  the  world  Uid  was  fond  of  bearing 

.the; preachers  in  all  places^  yet  in  my^ 
did  I  nerer  hear  any  ibing  like  t^ll, 
MWf  fo  excellent  a  Shrove^tide  *  Exhorta* 
tion,  or  proper  prelude  to  a  droit  or  mufihl^ 
tr^vyi''  Friar  <yerand  was  fomewhat  oiit 
of  countenance  at  this  ftrapge  complimonC, 
and  as  on  the  article  of  unen^baffaflhieit 

*and  eafy  familiarity  he  could  .by  no  means 

.lueafare  fwords  with  the  noble  Captaibf  he 
aiked  him  oi^ly,  with  fome  difcsompofare, 

/V  Pray,  Sir,  what  of  droll  or  momratity 
was  there  in  the  Exhortation  V*     •'" 

^^  O,  to  be,  fare,  there  is  nothing  the 
inatter  with  his  eye,  as  they  faid  of  the 
poor  man,  when  it  was  knocked  out  and^He 

.liad  it  it  in  his  band  ^.  .Why,  could  any 
thing  be  more  delicate  than  the  choMJe 
lal^les  with  which  your  Pa|ernity  was  pleafi- 

.ed  to  favour  us  in  order  to  compunS^y  us  \ 
That  of  Saturn  was  worth  a  million ;  that 
^f  Bacchus  ought  to  l>e  fet  in  gold  i  (hat  of 

*  The  three  days  before  Lcnt»  called  CarmfiiUeHdat^ 
from  their  bidding  adiea  to  meat  for  a  feafon^  is  a  time 
of  univer&l  feftimy  atid  merriment. 

^  A  pra^bial  fayingt  ufed  "viieii  any  Urdighty  tharge 
15  affe&ed  to  be  made  li^ht  of. 

"        "  Jupiter 
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Jupiter  Ammcm  and  Pafqual  Raoij  with  the 
beaatlful  touch  OHr  the  Pafqual  Lamb»  is 
too.  precious  lo  bear  ccmparifotij.and  ia 
ij^ort,  all  that  paiTage  of  the  American  pttiW 
tents  with  their  Xucbikt^  Magueyh  ^<i 
Cbhalticues ;  the  Gods  in  whofe  honour 
the  penitence  was  performed  with  their 
moles  and  marks ;  the  motive  to  it ;  and 
even  to  the  correfpondence  of  the  months 
in  which  it  was  obferved,  was  altogether 
amoft  happy  compofition  of  divinities :  and 
your  Paternity,  tho'  fo  young,  (night  be 
commander  in  chi^  of  the  preachers 
againft  Melancholy,  or  even,  without  ail- 
ing yourfelC  fend  out  a  detachment  of 
preachers,  who,  if  they  at  all  refemble 
your  Paternity;  might  attack  her  in  her 
very  ^  trenches,  and  not  only  diflodge  her 
from  her  camp,  but  drive  her  intirely  oot 
of  the  world."  And  without  (aying  more, 
-Or  giving  time  to  Friar  Gerund  to  reply^  he 
made  him  a  low  bow  and  turned  upon  his 
heel.  .   - 


CHAP. 


5*2      The    H'IST(>R-Y.<tf 

CHAP.       VI.' 

J5i  "wblcb  isfeen  the  variety  of  bum^njudg^ 
,JHe7i/s$  and  that  ibere  is  no  fatuity  fwbicb 
,  ii>i//  not  meet  v>itb  fm)6ur€r^i^ 

«  .  *  '    ■ 

THUS  did  the  rogue  of  aCaptain  tak« 
leave  of  the  good  creature  of  a  Ge«- 
rund,  having  thrown  cold  water  upoa  the  ^ 
complacency  the  holy  man  was  expert* 
encing  in  the  applaufes  and  acclamations  of 
the  churchy  and  left  him  penfive,  dilcon-^ 
folate,  and  forrowful.  fiut  as  the  griefs  of 
this  life  are  not  of  long-  duration,  any  more 
tban^its  joys,  as  we  juft  now  obfcrvedt  the 
grief  pccaiioned  by  the  lively  fatire  of  the 
Signior  Officer  Jafbd  but  a  little  while  ;  for 
not.  fooaer  had  Gerund  got  from  the  veflry 
to  his  celU  but  the  whole  mufquetry  of  the 
Convent,  that  is,  the  mob  of  Collegiates^ 
Choriiler(,  Lay^brethren,  and  young  folks» 
poured  liire  a  torrent  into  it.  And  as.of  ^ 
all  vulgars  this  vulgar  is  one  of  the  moO: 
eaiily  amazed  and  flupified  with  nonfedie 
of  any  in  the  world,  and  for  that  reafon  is 
one  of  themoft  prejudicial,  it  is  not  to  be 
told  what  a  club-like  blow  they  had  beea 
iCruck  by  Gerund's  Exhortation  i  infomuch 

that» 
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thati  being  no  diftioguifhcrs  of  colours^  and 
governed  only  by  ;noffe  and  the^  found  of 
words^  he  appeared  to  moft  of  them  a  per-> 
fe^  miracle  6f  genius.  ' 

lAto«j)is  cell,  then,  they  tumbled^  fclU 
mell/ with  fuch  a  (houting,  oproar^  and 
ynadnefs  of  joy,  that  the  very  Convent 
feemed  to  be  comtogr  down ;  and  as  tliey 
had  all  been  fellow*ftudeat$  and  were  nearly 
of  the  fanae  age,  tho'  he  was  now  a  prieft 
and  a  preacher,  they  could  not  for  their  Uvea 
preferve  any  refped  towards  him,  but  gav9 
the  demonAration  of  their  honeft  joy  with 
all  the  freedom  of  moil  familiar  plainnefsj 
Some  ;en>braced  him,  £)me  huzzaed  hui;^ 
fome  fpoke  to  hibti  on  the  right  fide,  fome 
on  the  left,  fome  before,  fome  behind,  fom^ 
pulled  him  hy  the  body  of  his  habit,  fome  by 
the  fleeves,  till  they  could  have  the  pleafurg 
of  feeing  that  he  noticed  them,  and  thew 
were  not  wanting  others  who  raiiled  him 
upon  their  (boulders  in  the  air, .  proclaim** 
ing  him  the  greateft  prcacherrrwhich  iho 
Order  or  the  world  had  ever  feen.  One» 
who  was  fecond  vicar  of  the  choir,  ex«< 
datraed  in  deep  bafe,  '*  Till  now  did  I  not 
ibink  that  there  had. been  upon  earth  an«« 
other  Friar  Bias ;  hut  in  troth  he  may  leai-n 
another  trade  ;^  for  all  he  preaches,  tho' 
:>  •  fo 


,  ' 
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fo  exquifite>  fo  full  of  conceiC8«  aad  ib  rt^ 
is  but  dregs  and  drois  to  Hfhu  we  htfi 
beard  from  Friar  Oerund/'  An  old  lay« 
brother,  a  good-natured  fimple  ibul,  who 
had  been  refedory-man  above  forty  years^ 
whilft  he  ftood  looking  him  earncftly  ift  the 
face  anally  (bed  tears  out  of  pure  joy  and 
tendernefs.  The  butler  told  hioi  that  all 
the  wine  in  the  cellar  was  at  his  devotion^ 
as  was  but  fitting  for  one  who  (b  mucb  fio^ 
nbured  the  facred  habit «  The  cook  ofiFctAl 
hini  hh  fervices  with  great  frtnkiteis  ai4 
heartiheiis;  and  even  the  fteward*^*^  (ortot 

Sntry  not  vrcnt  to  be  very  generou8--»^ne^ 
Md  htm  imdiediately,  in  voce,  with  H 
c«iple  of  kegs  of  fcavecchcd  Sardinas*,  with 
a  prdisfiift  of  tw6  more  of  others  when  bif 
fi^dld  have  them,  in  token  oPthe  loi^  hff 
ittd^  for  him  and  tbe  pleafbre  he  had-  re^ 
*eiTt?d- from  him.  '     ' 

It  k  kfl  to  (he  pion^  and  ctiriotis  reada^ 
to  corlfidtr  what  muft'have  been  the  plet«^ 
fore  of  Friar  Oerand  at  hearing  ill  theft  ^ 
acckmatxons,  as  he  was  by  no  meansamai^ 
infenfible  to  his  own  praifes,  not*  in  tfad 
Itaft  inclined  to  the  opinion  of  that  philo' 
fbphifed  orator  who  fofpeded  the  appfatafta 

•  A  kind  ot  pickled  herrings. 

or 
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of  1^  moltilude  to  be  an  ztffimtnt  of  big 
being*  wrong. 

But  now  behold,  wbilft  tbc  nbify  gcintty 
were  in  the  midft  of  their  uproar^  and  thd 
bleiled  Friar  Gerund  raoftangulphod  in  bia 
glories,  in  came  the  Superior^  the  Father 
Mailer  Prudeniioi  apd^U  the  reft  of  the 
graiv^e  Fathers,  to  pay  their  complimfints 
and  congratulations  after  the  fuoAion,  as  is 
the  laudable. cuftom.  in  all  commiinitics*  At 
the  inftant  fubfided  the   tumult  of  the 
youngfters,  each  of  whom  put  himfelf  in 
order  the  heft  be  could,  clapping  bis  bands 
under  bis  fcapulary,  and  ftickiiig  himfelf  M 
againft  the  wall  with  downcaft  eyes  ztt^^mi^ 
reverent  filence.    The  Superior  contented  > 
himfdf  with  faying  that  be  (bould  repo(b 
after  his  fatigue^  and  without  adding  an«*    ^ 
other  word  prefently  retired :  of  the  reft     u 
of  the  Fathers,  fome  only  made  a  kind  of    t? 
offer  at  an  inclination  of  the  head,  fqueez-* 
ing  with  difficulty  from  between  their  teeth       i 
a  mumbling   unintelligible   compliment : 
others  gave  it  in  aujdible  words,  but  fo  equi- 
vocal   that   an  evil-minded   perfon  might 
have  interpreted  them  with  little  benignity^ 
as,  **  'Twas   a  great  thing  indeed»    Friar 
Gerund!  In  truth  I  never  heard  a  greater,  nor 
do  I  ever  ezpeA  to  hear  any  thing  eqaal  to 

Vol.  L  N  n  it. 


^46       The   HISTORYof 

iiy  uiilcft  it  be  from  thee:*'  twoortbres 
of  them  who  were  rather  of  t  referYeit 
turn,  faiil  only»  '^  God  regard  then,  Frfar 
Gerund,  for  thoo  haft  lidboitfed  mbeh  ;" 
tni  fuU  furely  was  the  good  little  ffiar 
jblated  thereby,  think tng  it  jfzs  the  fftoie 
thitig  to  labour  much  as  to  kboor  well* 

All  this  while  the  Maftcr  Prudentio  wat 
(ilent,  looking  at  him  from  time  to  tiittc 
With  a  mixture  of  compafiion  aod  ftvedty^ 
but  a6  fonn  at  the  othfcr  fai(bers  witbdre^r, 
feeing  the  collegiate^  were  about  to  fotiow 
them,  he  defired  them  %o  Asiy^  istjitig^ 
that  h^  had  now  an  Exhortation  to  give 
to  the  exhorting  fkther,  wliach  slight  at 
the  fame  time  be  not  wholly  onpro^table 
to  them^  He  then  fat  bimfelf  down  in  a 
ehair,  made  Friar  Otfrcxod  fit  til  another, 
and  tuthiftg  towards  him,  fpokd  to  him  io 
this  manner: 

«<  Friar  Gerund,  haft  thou  loft  thy 
fenfesP  Wad  thou  in  thorn  when  thou 
compofedft  fuch  a  firing  of  abfurditie^,  and 
when  thou  badft  the  face  to  preach  them? 
Id  this  what  thou  of&redft  at  taking  leave 
of  me  at  the  Grange,  faying  that  I  ought 
make  myfelf  eafy,  as  thou  waft  certain  that 
for  this  time  thou  £houkUl  acquit  thy&lf 
to  my  approbation  ?  But  what  I  doft  thou 
think  I  can  approve  of  the  greatefi  texture 

of 


df  madncfs  and  abfbrdify  tlrat  erer  I  heard 
ift  my  Kft,  tftleftit  be  exceeded  or  rivalltd 
By  the  crasty  ialatation  of  the  fcrxnon  of  St. 
Ana!  And  tWi  too  on  a  fotitftJon  in  irielf  fo 
Icrious,  (0  tenderj  fo  .dolorous,  in  which 
cVcry  thing  otig^ht  to  breathe  penitence, 
compun€Hon,  groans,  and  tears !  Had  we 
commttted  no  other  fin,  I  could  almoft 
fey,  tfian  that  of  thy  exhortation,  that  a- 
fcnc  woold  defctve  that  God  (hould  chaf- 
tife  us  with  the  dfcadful  fcotirge  of  drought 
and  fteriMty  we  are  faflfering.  But  I  will 
not  venture  to  ptdunounce  this,  as  £  know 
thou  lifinefl  not  from  wilfulnefs,  but  in* 
nocence  or  ignorance. 

M  Why  now,  thou  filly  man,  what  haft 
thou  done  by  thy  E>ihortation  but  ftun  our 
^ars  with  infiptd,  impertinent,  and  ridicu- 
lous fables,  verifying  to  the  letter  what  the 
apoflle  fpoke  prophetically  of  thee,  and 
Other  preachers  like  thee,  who  (hall  ffec 
from  the  truth  and  convert  all  their  atten- 
tion to  fables,  the  hearers  likewife  being 
infefled  with  this  depraved  tafte,  A  vert* 
iate  qaidem  auditum  avertent,  adfabulas  au^^ 
\  iem  canvertentur.     What  power  have  fhcfe 

I  •   10  move  us  to  perform  penitence  for  our 

\  crimes,  and  by  this  mean  appeafe  the  feve- 

I  fity  of  the  divine  jufticc,  fo  juflly  irritated 

\  againft  them  P 

t  *  N  n  2  "  Would 
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*'  Would  there  not  bc^  more  efficacy  ra 
the  real  examples  in  facred  and  eccleliaf- 
tical  hiftory,  both  of  them  filled  with  in- 
fiances  of  the  dreadful  temporal  chaftife* 
ments  with  which  in  all  times  God  hath 
vifited  the  flns  of  men,  without  laying  a- 
fide  the  fcourge  till  fatisfa£tion  had  bfeen 
made  for  thenr  by  grief/  amendment*  and 
repentance?  Have  the  deluges^  inundations^ 
wars^  famines,  plagues,  fterility,  earth* 
quakes,  volcanoes,  and  other  aftoniihtng 
alterations  in  the  courfe  of  nature,  govern- 
ed by  the  fupreme  Author  of  it,  fprung 
from  any  other  principle,  or  had  any  other 
end? 

'^  If  thou  hadft  dedicated  the  time  thou 
had  miferably  wafted  in  reading  fictions,  to 
the  perufal  of  the  facred  fiible,  thou 
wouIdH:  in  that  have  met  with  infallible 
hiilories  to  ferve  as  a  foundation  to  thy 
Exhortation,  without  the  ridiculous  and  even 
facrilegious  recourfe  to  fabulous  inventions. 
Sterility  proceeding  from  the  want  of  rain 
and  the  fuperabundance  of  fin  thou  wouldft 
have  met  with  in  Egypt  in  the  time  of  Pha« 
raoh  and  Jofeph.  Sterility  proceeding  from 
the  fame  caufe  thou  wouldft  have  met 
with  in  Ifrael,  at  the  time  of  the  prophet 
Elias.  Sterility  proceeding  from  the  fame 
caufe  thou  wouldft  have  met  with  in  the 

king- 
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kingdom  of  Judah«  in  the  times  of  the  Jo-- 
rams;  And  if  after  facred,  thou  hadftcaft  thy 
eyes  upon  ecclefiaflical  and  profane  hi  (lory, 
thou  wouldft  fcarce  have  found  a  fingle 
age  without  numerous  examples  of  it>  with 
the  addition  that  the  chafUfement  ceafed 
not  till  the  fina  by  which  it  was  incurred 
were  ceafed  or  leflened.  To  what  end  thea 
iboiildft  thou  have  recourfe  to  dreams  and 
fables?  How  can  a  truth  be  folidly  enforced 
byineans  of  a  lie?  Or  what  affinity  is  there 
between  the  myAeries  of  Chrift*  and  the 
cheats  of  Belial  ?  ^a  conventio  Cbrifti  ad 
Belial? 

*^  But  fuppofing  that  in  fable  were  to  be 
found  fbme  kind  of  refemblance^  as  in  ma-* 
ny  of  them  there  really  is»  to  our  truths  or 
our  myfteriesy  ,what  force  is  added  to  the 
one,  or  fplendour  to  the  other,  by  this  ri-* 
diculous  refemblance?  Nay  I  will  go  far* 
ther,  and  fuppofe  the  fable  to  have  the 
greateft  likenefs  imaginable  to  fome  of  the 
myfteries  which  we  believe  and  adore,  as 
for  example,  the  birth  of  Minerva,  the 
goddefs  of  wifdom,  who  was  feigned  to 
have  fprung  from  the  brain  of  Jupiter,  to 
the  generation  of  the  Word,  or  eternal  wif- 
dom, which  was  engendered  from  all  eter- 
nity in  the  mind  of  the  Moft  High ;  and 
what  do  we  infer  from  this?  That  the 
*  '  N  n  3  truth 
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tnith  beoomes^  ixiora  ctecHUe  \)r  ccfpeftahM 
beoaufe  wr  ihwfc  lyieh  an  obfcut  e  flxidow  of 
it  in  that  akifocd  Uc  F 

<^  But  if  the  nfing  faUes  ia  die  pu]fil 
b^  waj  df  enforaifsg  anr  tnrths  is  drvrajps  aa 
iit£ufferahlp  tEmg^  and  in  a  certain  dagcco 
a.  km6  cf  ikcxilBgfit>  it  is  mose  fb  tdiea  tbe^ 
are  preached  to  tbc  £p^)ie  and  tba  vu^ar^ 
A  dificrcct  audience  look  upoa  die  fable  aa 
ii  defeivcs,  add  kocm  }t  at  theboitdm  to  bo 
MX  better  than  a  iie.  There  ia  no  other  io-i 
convenience,  witlir  lefpefi  to  tliein^  tfaaa 
the  mijdag  th^  £abukma  y^ith  the  true,  tbo 
facred  with  the  profane ;  a  mixture  vrluclk 
ia  indeed  verj  mdnilrtiouS';  fioce  ettir  iq 
Poffts  and  paidaters,  vrho  ba.va  moft'  aaaplo 
licences  it  has  bt^ai  pronounecd  b3r  die  be^ 
of  {dAuiAt  to  be  mtderablcs 


ut  ^Ta.cidts  coeant  mmiita^  ^— >  ut 


Serpeittes  avibsa  ^ihinentur^  tigribus  agni. 

l*-  But  whicna  feiimoais  preached  before 
a^-coDCourfe  madf  op  fox  thegreateft  part  bj 
uncultivated  ruAic$^  there  is.  the  higheft  in? 
f^onvenicnce  in  their  hearing  £able  fpr  hsf* 
tory,  fidian  ipr  readity»  and  lies  for  truth. 
Wc  may  iee  it  in  the;  will  of  that  old  wO'* 
man«  who»  haying  heard  the  nasM^er  of 
her  paciih.  fptak.  pftfntlmea  ia  hi$.  feinnons 
of  the  God  Apollorkit  thifi^  leg^y^  *^  ItoizH 


« 
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^^  I  leav^ my  two  hens  aod  my  qock  to  the 
'<  bteiSrd  Saia.t  iPoIlQ  out  of  the  great  devQ- 
*^  tioo  I  have  had  to  him  ever  dace  I  beard 
**  him  £3  much  preached  about  by  oar  mi- 
^'  jpi^er."  Dq&  thou  thiuk  it  impoffibUj 
that  amongft  Cq  many  poor  creatures  as 
compofe  the  Fraternity  of  the  Crofs,  to 
whom  thou  preachedft>  fome  of  them,  and 
jnaoy  of  them>  may  not  go  away  per£uadc4 
that  Ceres,  Jupiter  Ammon^  Bacchus,  and 
the  reft  of  the  truinpery  mob  thpu  talkedft 
of  are  great  Sf  iats,  and  powerful  advocate^ 
ia  drawing  down  the  ble(Sng/>f  rain? 

''  Then  what  (hall  I  fay  of  thy  folly  in 
that  American  3pytholog5r  which  thou 
ieemedfl:  to  look  upon  as  the  fortepf  thy  £36- 
hortation,  io  immer&d  waft  thou  in  it,  and 
iuch  fatiifad£Uon  and  vanity  hadft  thou  in  t)^ 
delivery  of  it  i  I  did  not  think  that  even  fJbou 
couldft  have  been  fo  very  abfurd )  and  pray 
obferve,  this  is  exprefling  one  s  felf  as  ftrong*- 
ly  as  poifible^  Who,  in  the  name  of 
wonder,  could  fumiOi  thee  with  fuch  iq- 
foroDatipa,  or  .how  hadft  thou  the  ilUluck 
to  light  vpon  it  to  uaake  thyielf  moft  ri- 
diculous I  Certainly  thou  haft  a  fingular 
talent  at  ftriking  in  with  the  worft  of  what-- 
ever  is  to  be  iboaid  in  books,  ^d  as  fingu- 
lar a  grace  in  availing  thyielf  of  it.  But 
the  truth  is^  thou  waft  for  making  an  cyf- 

N  n  4  ten- 
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tentation  of  thy  memory  and  happy  pros 
jiuqciation,  delighted  with  thofe  flovenly, 
exotipy  barbarous  names  of  I'ialoc,  l^ozoztH^ 
Hueytozoztli^  XucbUks^  Citeoltf  and  Cbival^ 
fkuet  thinking  that  this  was  a  great  tbingt 
and  that  thou  (houldft  amaze  thy  audience. 
And  in  truth  fo  thou  didft;  for  thefe  poor 
creatures  are  no  diftinguiihers  of  coIoufSi^ 
and  it  is  fulHcient  for  them  hot  to  under- 
ftand  a  thing  in  order  to  admire  it. 

*^  As  to  that  puerile,  pedantict  intoxir 
cated,  mad  ftyle,  it  would  be  lofing  one's 
labour  and  one's  oil  to  fay  any  thing  of  it. 
'Eriar  Bias  and  the  curfed  Florilegium  have 
fo  infatuated  thee  that  thou  haft  no  know*^ 
lege  of  what  is  the  pure,  chafte,  and  true 
Spani(h  idiom.  That  which  thou  ufeft  in 
fhe  pulpit  is  neither  Spanifh,  nor  Latin,  nor 
Greek,  nor  Hebrew,  nor  in  (hort  do  I  know 
what  it  is.  Tell  me.  Sinner,  why  doft 
thou  not  preach  as  thou  talkeft  ? 

*•  What  is  the  meaning  of  auriferaus 
ftge,  degree  letbalic^  nigrefcent  macuiatioup 
trifiine  niveous  candour^  parahgizicorreSHon^ 
humid  coloniji^  and  the  reft  of  that  ftring  of 
Latinized  abfurdities  with  which  thou  ftud* 
ficd*ft  thy  Exhortation,  underftopd  by  the 
brethren  pf  the  Crofs  as  much  as  if  thou 
'  badft  preached  to  them  in  Syriac  c5t  Arme- 
nian ?  Knoweft  thou  not,  wretch  that  thou 
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trt,  that  this  is  a  pedantry  praSifcd  only  by 
thofc  ignorants  who  fcarccly  know  their 
mother-tongue  ?  Indead  of  the  acclamatioa 
which  thefc  fimplctons  gave  thee  upon  fi- 
riiihing  thy  Exhortation^  thou  ihouldft 
have  had  that  which  was  given  to  Father 
Friar  Crifpin*  fuiting  thee  as  well  as  it  did 
him,  who  without  doybt  mud  have  bften 
the  Friar  Gerund  of  his  tioie, 

Jll  pretiuders  Ufiylt  hefore  Crifpin  muft  vanijh^ 
Who  (peaks  Spanijb  in  Latin,  and  Latin  in  Spanijh. 

*'  I  have  purpofely  chofen  to  give  thee 
my  fentiments  before  all  thefe  young  per* 
fons,  and  therefore  detained  them  here  ; 
for  being  tired  with  privately  admoniHiing 
thee,  and  feeing  to  my  great  grief  that  my 
correction  had  no  effedt,  I  thought  it  Would 
be  right  that  I  (hould  fpeak  to  thee  thus 
publicly,  that  they  may  avoid  thy  bad 
example.  My  age  and  my  hoary  head  au« 
thorize  me  ;  and  the  part  I  took  in  having 
thee  appointed  to  this  employment  thou  fo 
eagerly  foughteft^  in  fome  meafure  obliges 
me  to  this,  that  it  never  may  be  thought 
\  approve  what  I  abominate. 

'^  Do  not  fuppofe  that  /  only  ani  of  this 
opinion;  in  that  cafe  it  might  be  attributed 
to  the  iU*humour  which  is  too  often  at- 
tendant 
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teodant  upon  old-age,  though,  bl^od  bo 
Godi  ray  temper  is  far  from  being  Iooke4 
m^on  as  one  of  the  worft. .  All  the  grave 
^hers  of  the  convent  agree  with  me  in  it« 
^at  is,  all  who  have  any  judgment  in  the 
matter  They  all  lament,  as  well  asl^i  the 
mifapplication  of  thy  talents :  and  by  th« 
ftiff  and  (erious  manner  in  which  they  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  give  thee  their  con- 
gratulations, thou  mightft  fee  how  much 
they  had  been  difguft'cd  at  thy  Exhorta-i 
tion.  If  they  do  not  alt  fpeak  to  thee  with 
the  plainnefs  that  I  do,  it  is  becaufe  they 
do  aot  love  thee  fo  orach  as  I  do,  or  be- 
caufe they  are  not  fo  particularly  circuow 
ftanced  with  regard  to  thee  as  I  am,  which 
forbids  iz^  fu&ring  thee  to  proceed  in 
error,  or  becauie  in  a  commuuity  t2;iere  arc 
ia  majiy  inconveniences  in  the  office  of  a 
repvover  that  even,  the  fuperipurs  are  obr 
ligcd  to  exercife  it  with  much  caotion, 
though  it  i^  a  neceiTary  part  of  their  duty. 
But  I  difregard  them  all  i  troubling  myfelf 
|efs  about  what  thou  mayeft  think,  others 
isdetf  and  mauy  miiireprefent,  than  the  de-» 
fire  of  thy  reputation^  the  good  of  foulSi 
the  decorum  of  the  pitlprt,  and  the  credit 
of  the  order/' 

Aftd  as  iboQ  as  he  had  iatd  this  he  rpCb 
from  his  ieat,  opened  the  door,  and  went 

away 


fl 
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Aw«y  tobft  cellf  leaving  it  to  be  coBfidcrc4 
tt  Ifffure  by  tfaoib  to  whom  it  was  ad^ 
drcffed.  Friar  Gcnud  wa»  penfivtr  the 
CbUfgiatfs  a.  long  while  filenti  fndtbcUf^ 
bratbred  lookiqg  both  at  ose  and  the  otbcfi 
Om  fpatf  aaptber  blew  hi4  pofe#  a  tbiffd 
cleared  his  pipth  and  a  fourth  hatciied  up 
a  kind  of  coughs  bi»t  no  one  dared  to  ipeak 
a  word ;  till  at  laft  a  Collegiate,  a  Tbeot 
logtil  of  the  fourth  year,  (as  appears  by  a 
IMte  left  by  a  c«rioiis>  pfiinute^  inveftigac^ 
log  author)  who  waa  a  briflci  Uwly,  iiH 
trepid  lad,  and  a  great  talker,  b^^ke  filemc^ 
by  faying,  *^  Who  gpe$  after  the  old  mai; 
with  wine  and  bi&uits,  and  to  make  him 
change  faia  linen,  for  the  ieroKiD  bas  been 
long,  ttiorali,  fervent,  and  pathetic  ?"  They 
all  laughed  except  Friar  Gtrnnd»  who  re« 
ft^ined  downlead  and  balf-a(baoied. 

But  he  waa  preieotly  cQnfoled  by  oat 
Thcologjft  >  whocoBHRgupto  him  and  giv- 
ing bitn  tw<>  flaps  upon  tbe  ihoulder»  faid, 
**  Why,  how  npw.  Friar  Gerund  i  Sttrjim 
tordAl  What!  I>oft  thou  make  aoy  ac-> 
count  of  the  miffions  of  our  Matbu£ilf«f  { 
DoA  thou  not  fire,  nao,  that  they  htve  a 
tafte  as  bkar*eyed  aad  dtagglo-tailed  aa  a 
witch's  'prentice  ^  How  fhoald  thef  lUMw 
what  it  is  to  preach,  wiicn  they  have  a^ 
noft  forgot  what  it  is  to  live  ?  All  that  has 
2  not 
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kiot  a  frriack  of  antiquity  offends  them ;  and 
they  mnfl:  pefter  us  too  with  their  dotings ! 
They  knew  .  the  world  to  be  fo,  and  thus 
they  take  it  into  their  heads  that  the  world 
is  to  remain  as  they  knew  it,  without  re« 
fledling  that  the  ball  turns  round,  and  that 
upon  that  account  it  is  a  ball.  As  they 
cannot  any  longer  (hine,  they  cannot  bear 
that  others  (hould  (hine;  like  dried  and 
withered  trees,  which,  in  the  fpring  when 
the  others  are  adorned  with  bloilbms  and 

e 

kaves,  feem  to  look  AiH  more  dry  and 
withered  through  pure  envy. 

**  They  fpeak  of  fermons  as  of  faOiions  or 
dances.  The  fight  of  a  ftock  or  cravat  pots 
them  befide  themfelves,  becaufe  it  takes 
up  the  place,  which,  according  %b  the  old 
tafte^  a  band  (hould  occupy;  and.  they 
cannot  without  fury  look  upoh  a  pair  of 
clofe  breeches,  remembering  their  own 
and  their  grandfather's  Trunk-hofe^  Juil 
the  fame  in  fermons;  Erudition,  Mjrtho-- 
logy.  Elevation  of  Style,  harmonious  Ca- 
dence, Jefts,  Pleafantry,  Tales,  all  provoke 
them  to  vomiting  ;  and  the  reaibn  is,  that 
the  ftomach  of  their  tafte  is  as  deftitute  of 
heat  as  that  of  the  body :  they  can  digeft 
nothing  but  pap  and  minced^meat,  or  at 
mod  plain  roaft  and  boiled. 

Was 
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••AVas  there  ever  any  thing  like  their- 
thinking  to  perfuade  qs  that  Fables  vrctt, 
not.  made  for  the  pulpit  ?  Then  what  were 
they  made   for?- — The  drawiqg-rooms of 
the  ladies,  or   the  parlatories^  of  nuns? 
Can  there  be  more  grace  or  more  genius  ia, 
any  effort  of  the  mind  than  to  prove  a  truth, 
by  a  lie,  or  eflablifh  an  infallible  myflery 
by  a  fidion  ?  Salutem  exinimicis  nojiris^  is.  not 
this  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  Contraria  Contra^ 
riis  ^urantur,  is  not  this  of  the  divine  Hip^, 
pocrates  ?  And  moreover  hath  not  the  pro- 
found Ariftotle  faid,  Oppofitajuxtafe  pofita 
magis  elucefcunt  ?  How  can  the  virtue  of  the 
Sacrament  of  Baptifm  and  of  the  holy  wa-*. 
ter  be  fet  forth  better  than  by  comparing 
it  with  that  virtue  which  was  feigned  in  the« 
luftral  water  with  which  the  Gentiles  puri-, 
lied  themfelves  to  be  properly  prepared  to 
facrifice  ?  Lufiravitque  viros,  as  the  incom- 
parable Virgil  fays.     Or  how  is  it  poflible 
to  explain  with   grace,  the   grace   of  the 
Sacrament  of  Matrimony  without  making 
a  beautiful  defcription  of  the  God  Hymen, 
the  Prefident  of  Nuptials,  or  the  Wedding- 
God,  a  fprightly  youths  of  heroic  flature, 
^hite  and  red  like  a  German,  fair-haired, 

•  Parlatorusj  or.  Parlours^  or  Locutgrhsy  are,  as  the 
words  all  imply,  places  to  fpeak  in,  to  which  the  nuns 
come  to  convcrfe  with  thofe  who  vifit  them. 

his 
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His  lighted  Tdrch  in  his  hand»  and  Cfotvned 
with  Rofes  ?  And^  in  order  to  do  juftice  to 
the  extraordinary  gallantry  of  Chrift  in  the 
Sacrament  of  the  £ucharift|  is  there  any 
argument  to  be  met  with  fo  convincing,  of 
was  there  cvtt-  yet  invented  in  the  world  a 
thoDght  fo  delrcate,  as  that  of  the  littl(f 
fahle  of  Cupid  \  when,  in  order  to  fubdne  an 
heart  that  was  fomewhat  hard,  af^er  having 
in  vain  emptied  all  his  quiver  upon  it,  he 
chade  an  arrow  of  his  own  body  *  and  (hot 
it  at  die  faid.  heart,  which  thence  became 
a%  foft  and  meltable  as  a  lump  of  butter  ? 

«*  The  Father  Mafler  fays  that  it  is  only 
for  poor  jgnonmt  creatures  to  ufe  fables 
ill  the  pulpit.  This  might  be  fo  when  his 
Paternity  was  bom ;  then  too  the  old  dance 
calltd  Parafetas  was  infaihion;  but  now 
that  the  world  is  more  cultivated,  it  is  an-'* 
other  thing,  I  have  in  my  cell  many  print- 
ed fermons  of  a  famous  preaclKr  of  thofc 
times,  who  amazed,  detighted',  intranced 
the  people  of  Arragon,  of  Navarre,  of 
Madrid;  infomuch  that  foldiers  w*ere 
placed  at  the  Church-doors  to  prevent  in 
ibme  degree  the  confuiion  and  difordef  oc- 
cafioncd  by  exccffive  concQurfes.     And  yet 

•  Til  IS  maybe  cafi*yconccivcd»  when  the  reader,  re- 
cblle^is  how  St.  Patrick  fwam  over  to  Ireland,  s^ter  his 
decollation,  wiiKhis  head  in  his  teeth. 

this 
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this  very  preacher^  (whom  the  Father  Mef«- 
ter  wiH  sot  .deny«  for  never  mortal  mtn  hn 
yet  denied  him,  to  be  a  well-known  geimtt) 
fbarcdy  eter  preached  a  fermoo  the  praofa 
of  which  did  not  conilft  in  bringing,  io  a 
fahie  with  a  piece  of  Holy  Scripture*;  rand 
in  truth  and  in  trutb»  I  can  tell  you  that 
k.  did  not  (poil  his  fortune^  and  that  nut 
only  the  vulgar,  as  foifoe  people  imagi^e^ 
apjJauded  hiin>  but  many  men  of  the  very 
&V&  ttink. 

'*  Amongft  others  I  remember  a  certaia 
Sermon,  preached  upon  two  diftisguiflicd 
ladies'  taking  the  veiU  and  immediately 
committed  eo  the  prefs  as  a  great  things 
Hi  vrhich,  becaufe  the  habit  of  the  crdee 
which  thefe  Udies  took  upon  them  waa 
b}ack,  he  compares  them  with  the  grtateft 
propriety  to  the  Ooddefi  Vefta,  who»  apon 
the  *  faith  and  word  of  Cartariu^,  was 
cloathed  with  the  fame  colour,  FaS^um  ^ 
ut  nigra  sppeiiaretur  propter  veftem  nigram. 
Afterward^  he  iaid>  and  (aid  very  well,  that 
Minerva  had  been  the  firfi:  foundrefs  of  the 
education  of  girls,  quoting  fome  words  of 
the  fame  Cartarios,  which,  though  they 
only  prove  that  Minerva  was  the  inventrefs 
of  feminine  employments,  fuch  as  fcwing, 
..fplri  in^,  ficc.  for  Cartarius  fays  no  more, 
Vc^  iic    j^s  ir4;ough  for  us  to  bdieve  that 

(he 
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flie  might  liketvifc  have  inftroded  females 
in  thefe  employmeats ;  for  whether  they 
were  girls  or  marriageable  women»  or  even 
married,  is  nothing  to  the  purpofe ;  and  it 
18  ftUl  (hewn  clearly  that  £he  muft  have 
been  the  fbuodrefs  of  education,  which  is 
the  fttbftance  of  the  bafinefs. 

'<  Finally »  farther  on»  he  brings  a  charm**, 
ing  comparifon  to  (hew  how  much  God  is 
^amoored  of  the  religious  fouls  who  live 
in  cldlders,  (ince  he  cites  with  all  the 
appo(itenefs  in  the  world,  the  fable  of 
Danae,  daughter  of  Acri(ius  king  of  the 
Argives,  and  (hut  up  by  him  in  a  flrotig 
tower,  where  (he  could  not  have  any  com- 
munication witb  men,  that  the  fatal  prog- 
noftic  of  the  oracle  plight  not  be  fulfilled^ 
which  faid,  he  was  to  die  by  the  hands  of 
a  grandfon.  But  Jupiter  was  too  cunning 
for  the  old  fox  j  for,  deeply  fmitten  by 
this  beautiful  young  lady»  he  transformed 
himfelf  into  a  (hower  of  gold,  de(cended 
in  the  tower, .  and  at  the  due  period  made 
her  the  mother  of  Perfeusi  who  in  procefs 
of  time  came  at  lafl  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
phetic oracle,  by  (laying  his  grandfather. 
And  there  can  be  no  cavil  here  about  the 
{bower's  introducing  itfelf  into  the  tower, 
for  the  windows  tnight  happen  to  be  open  ; 
or  even  if  it  (liould  have  been  a  fortified 

I  tower. 
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tower^  in.  which  there-  are  no  vindovrs, 
th^rc  muft  have  dccd  chiaka  and  holes  £m 
^he  admiffion  of  light  aftd  the  emifficm  of 
arrows. 

^*  Who  could  have  believed  that  a  fable, 
to  appearance  (6  filthy,  could  ever  ferve  as 
a  proof  for  fo  lovely,,  clean,  and  chafte 
a  thing  as  the  efpecial   love  which  God 
profefles  to  the  pure  fouls  who  live  in 
.cloy (Iters  ?  But  this  is  the  teft  of  his  great 
genius;  our  fubtle  orator  applies  it  with 
thegreateft  delicacy  and  the  greateft  energy; 
In  jDanae,   be  fays,   /  contemplate  a  retired 
Sou/^  wbicb  vows  permanency  in  its  claufure 
from  the  worlds  in  Jupiter^  transformed  to 
a  Jhower  of  gold^  I  contemplate  Cbrifi^  who 
defcends  as    rain  and  bread  from  Heaven  f. 
And  diredly,  in  the  margin,  you  behold  a 
pair  of  literal,  pretty  texts,-— for  the  word 
Bread/*  Fanis  de  ccelo  defcendens ;.  and  for 
Rain,'"   Et  nubes  pluant  jufium.     Could 
any  thing  have  been  faid  more  fweetly,  or 
could  a  more  fuitable  or  a  more  happy  in« 
vcntion  have  been  imagined  ?  For,  though 
Danae.  might  not  have  been  the  moft  re** 
ferved  and  fcrupulous  damfel  upon  earth* 
as  indeed  the  event  (hews,  and  that  Jupiter 
inight  have   been    a  wicked  fornicating 
rogue  of  a  God,  is   a   trifling   obj<dion« 
Here  is  a  virgin  i  here  is  a  (hutting*up 
Vol.  I.  O  0  from 


€i 


562    The   HISTORY;  t* 

from  the  world  j  ,Iicre  is  a  God  who  vifits 
this  virgin,  be  it  upon  wliat  account  it  will, 
for  it  does  not  become  qs  to  enquire  into 
it ;  what  more  is  wanting^  then,  to  prove 
that  Chrlfl  profefTes  an  efpecial  tebdemefs 
for  cloiftcred  virgins,  and  loves  to  contm- 
fhte  *  thcfe  Danaes,  as  Jupiter  did  thiSt  ? 
Without  doubt  it  is  a  contemplation  of  the 
author,  exceedingly  ingenious,  devout,  and 
pious. 

*'  Therefore,  my  friend  Gerund,  you  have 
nothing   to   do  but  to  laugh   at  that  old 
dotard  of  a  Father  Mafter  of  our's,  and  let 
him  grumble  and  grunt  his  fill.     Believe 
me,  that  all  old  people  in  general  arc  dif- 
gufted  with  whatever  they  cannot  do  thiem- 
felves,  and  that  we  may  well  apply  to  them 
vvhat  the  poet  fays,  with  the  alterattoq  cmJy 
of  a  iingle  word,  Nam  quce  non  fccvnus  ipjl 
-Lv'v  ea  KECTA  voco :  and  do  thou  go  on 
preaching  as  thou  haft  begun ;   for  if  thoU 
pe.rfevere  thou  wilt  come  undoubtedly  to 
be  the  honour  of  thy  country,  the  credit  of 
the   order,  the  oracle  cf  the   pulpit,  and 
in  fliort,  the  only'man  in  the  world/'  ' 

"•  In  the  Original,  ConUmplarlas  a  efiat  Danacs-;  thil 
verb  haii  a  cioubJe  meaning,  r.gnifying  (befides  to  con-  * 
template)  to  pleafe,  to  humour,  to  comply^  with,  from 
ilic  Latin  verb  Ttrnpcrari^  being  converted  in  Spanifli 
Into  Tetf.piar, 

It 
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It  is  not  to  be  told  with  what  applaufe 
the  whole  javenile  mufquetry  received  this 
harangue  of  the  prating,  confident,  young 
thiag  of'  ft  theologift.  After  having  gii^j^n 
htoialaioft  as  miiny  ihodts  as  the  brethren 
of  €he  Qtofs  had  given  to  the  Difciplihaiit- 
Exhortation/  the  compliments  of  congra- 
tulations'were  repeated '  to  Friar  Gerun3, 
if  poffible/  with  more  tumult  than  before, 
a41  of  them  ftrenuoufly  advifing  him  to  fol- 
low the  miraculous  rbumh  of  preaching,  to 
which  he  had  given  (b  happy  a  beginning, 
and  mod  of  them  befeeching  him  to  lend 
them  the  manufcript,  that  they  :  might 
tranfcribe  it.,  With  this  our  poor  fcald 
mifcrafale  of  a  Friar  Gerund,  not  only 
began  to  refpire,  but  he  lifted  up  his  creft, 
h^  plttrned  himfelf;  he  exulted,  he 'was 
fwoln  with  vanity  almoft  to  burfting,  and 
became  fo  fully  perfuaded,  that  That  was 
the  true  method  of  preaching,  and  that 
any  other  was  a  wretched  poornefs,  that 
he  eould  not  have  been  drawn  from  his 
error  by  the  bare* footed  Friars  themfelvcs. 
But  what  gave  the  finidiing  ftroke  to  it, 
was  the  following  poetical  eulogy,  which 
appeared  the  next  day,  and  faid  thus : 
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To  rwt  INCOMPAAABLt  pRIAIt  CsKimV 
.  ZOTSS,  ALIAS  DB  £dMPAZA»« 

-I  » 

•  .  *  • 

Fri*^  Guxvnn  ftmnft  but  One,  nor  e'er  wti  moit^ 
Inuumtal  noft  he  make  CaapBUs'  aaow : 

^tb'hit  faiM 

Shall  Iqn4».  or -ttryfmpc  wH  Ifocfeit^iwr. 

,  JBicnoofprthf  thpfe  Pidpit<^Dfone89  his  Bowdaloitft 
'  ,  4jwl]^lelpjr«^pothragpHFi«pchmupti^ 
Blaftt  Ita^».  T|»]r  Ptetdier's  inarth  to  ^(^ 
Piraacbcrs  all  worth;  coats  of  motley  hue  i 

Wllat  9  Vi^jrag  Portugal  thy  Pride  t 

A  pura  pragmatic,  fert,  Prig-Portugoese  I 
What  the  fam'd  .Tully  aiijl  Deinoftheiiet  I 

ff  ockheada  whom  futvre  Scbool^-boya  flull  deride ! 

. ,  Att  ^fe  for  Oratory  a*  re«fr*d.  ,  -J 

What)  feen  in  gcoupe^  prefeat  th^  nor  to 
view  f 

« 

VffB^  lmt,:ror  Jargody.a  wild  IMlmarCWt^\  - 
for  Ignorance,  a  brute  Lay-brother  Herd  i 

AUt  all  i-FA'r  8l4s  excepted,  Smait  Diri«»  t 
And  the  few  Gallant  Sparks  with  Bias  that  vie: 
Yet    thcfe,     e^eir  Thefe|    ihine  not    wfaci^ 
Gerund's  nigh, 
Gerund  the  Glory  of  the  Zotss'  Line  I 
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